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Introduction

What is the Jisc RDM toolkit? https://rdmtoolkit.jisc.ac.uk

In the past…

…you would lose time looking 

for RDM resources all over the 

internet

Today…

…a wealth of resources can be 

found on a single website

@drAChiarelli @LoffredaLucia

https://rdmtoolkit.jisc.ac.uk/




Introduction

Preparing the text for the toolkit and then keeping it up to date was 
(and is) no trivial feat. Here’s what we think helped in the process:

1. Reflecting
on user needs

2. Engaging
the sector early on

3. Securing
support from a committed group

4. Taking responsibility 
for governance

@drAChiarelli @LoffredaLucia



1. Reflecting on user needs

•The Jisc RDM toolkit is a signposting

service: readers (probably) don’t need   

more RDM resources, but easier access.

•Resources are organised rationally: the 

research data lifecycle is a useful  

framework to do this.

…but how could we know this was right?

We had 12 interviews with RDM experts 

before starting to draft and organise the 

material.
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Hypothesis

Validation

1. Reflecting on user needs
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2. Engaging the sector early on

2017

• Presentation at the event Engaging Researchers in Good Data Management at St 

Catharine's College, Cambridge 

• Presentation at Jisc OA community workshop in York

• Presentation at the event GDPR for research data support staff: How can we help 

researchers to comply with new EU regulations in London

• Presentation at the Research Data Management Forum in Manchester

• Two project blog posts

2018

• Presentation to Jisc Research Data Champions

• Poster at IDCC 2018

• Poster at INORMS 2018

• Article on ALISS quarterly (vol. 14)

• Final project blog post
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3. Securing support from a committed group
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4. Taking responsibility for governance

We recognise that the working 

group are all volunteers: their time 

is valuable and their inputs have to 

be focused.

Therefore, we provide a framework 

for people to contribute, including: 

•guided quarterly discussions;

•provision of inputs via surveys; 

•annual workshop (including 

networking).
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What’s next?

The RDM toolkit was built to complement Jisc’s Open 
Research Hub offering.

@drAChiarelli @LoffredaLucia

•The toolkit was ‘pushed’ into the higher 

education landscape: it was not created 

in response to user needs.

•Consequently, efforts are needed to 

raise awareness. We are pursuing two 

key approaches:

•the upcoming Open Research Hub 

marketing strategy;

•collaborative efforts from the working 

group.



Thank you
Any questions?

Andrea Chiarelli & Lucia Loffreda (Research Consulting)

Caroline Ingram & Tom Davey (Jisc)

Get in touch at lucia@research-consulting.com or caroline.ingram@jisc.ac.uk

Find out more at https://rdmtoolkit.jisc.ac.uk
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