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Figure 1. Total percentage ownership shares of institutional investors in Bayer, Monsanto, 

DuPont, Syngenta, and Dow, 2000-2016.  

 

 

Figure 2. Major global seed companies (prior to recent mergers) - percentage of shares 

owned by the top 5 asset management firms, 2000 and 2016. 
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Average seed costs per acre in the U.S., 1997 to 2015

Data: USDA, “USDA Economic Research Service - Commodity Costs and Returns,” May 2, 2016, 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/commodity-costs-and-returns.aspx.
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Mohammad Torshizi and Jennifer Clapp. 2019. Price Effects of Common Ownership in the Seed Sector.

6% to 15% of U.S. seed price increases in 
corn, soybean, and cotton seed markets 
were linked to common ownership 
patterns in global seed markets

Mohammad Torshizi and Jennifer Clapp. 2019. Price Effects of Common Ownership in the Seed Sector.
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https://chalons.biocoop.net/actualites-biocoop-chalons/recoltes-standardisees-
biocoop-et-reseau-semences-paysannes-disent-non-5936.html



[René Léa] and his colleague Luc Calvez 
are delighted. "Unlike Carrefour, 
Biocoop always refused to pay us more 
for these types of fruit and vegetables. 
But actually, they require more work 
and labour", he says. 

https://actforfood.carrefour.com/Why-take-action/Farmers-seeds
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Number of dairy cows in the U.S.: 9.4 million
Effective population size: 60
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Big Box Stores

Drug Store Chains

Grocery Retailers

Liquor Store Chains 45%

65%

80%

100%

ABInBev “Category Captain” by Retailer Type

Data: Brewers Association





MOLSON COORS (21%)

AB  INBEV (17%) HEINEKEN (29%)
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Division of “craft” space for brands with ownership ties to big brewers
size proportional to number of 4- and 6-pack facings at 16 Lansing-area retailers (n=338); 

% refers to parent company share of total number of big brewer facings
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Elk Mountain Farms, Bonners Ferry, Idaho  



Elk Mountain Farms, Bonners Ferry, Idaho  
1,700 acres 

40 to 50 varieties



(Medusa)





Sugar Creek Malt Co. 
Lebanon, Indiana

Blue Ox Malt House 
Lisbon Falls, Maine





Power

Resistance

Co-optation

Alternatives

Negative Impacts

diversity

stealth 
ownership



?



philhoward.net

http://philhoward.net


regenorganic.org realorganicproject.org


