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Who am I?

Data Management coordinator at AAU
Involved in the DK-RDA national node
Joined 5+ groups of RDA

Try to follow along

Screen a number of RDA outputs
Presented in a IG
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Disclaimer

This presentation is not approved, 
nor adorsed by the RDA. All views
are my personal views on RDA 
activities.
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Navigating and making sense
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The RDA group and 
recommendations 
landscape
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Agenda for the next ~20 minutes

Group structure
Output and usage
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https://pixabay.com/photos/fence-wood-fence-fence-element-3238491/
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Group structures in RDA

24/09/2019 rd-alliance.org 6



CC BY-SA 4.024/09/2019 rd-alliance.org 7

Working Groups

 develop and implement tools, 
policy, practices and products 
for data management that are 
adopted and used by projects, 
organisations, communities

 TIMING: 12-18 MONTHS
 TOTAL: 36 Working Groups

Interest Groups

 focus on solving a specific data 
problem and identifying what 
kind of infrastructure needs to 
be built etc. 

 TIMING: as long as group is 
active

 TOTAL:  66 Interest Groups

RECOMMENDATIONS: Concrete 
deliverables - “Running code”, tools, 
standards, etc.

OUTPUT: Possibly case statements for 
new WGs, guidelines, best practice, etc.

+ BoF Groups
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Working and interest groups

Established by the community
WG: Case statements
IG: Charter

Review process
Community > TAB > Council.
Co-chaired by community members
2-4, at least 2 continents
Associated liaison from RDA
Explore synergy to other groups
Meet at plenary sessions, and online
Follow RDA Guiding Principles >>>
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Openness – RDA community meetings and processes are 
open, and the deliverables of RDA Working Groups will be 
publicly disseminated.

Consensus – The RDA moves forward by achieving 
consensus among its membership. RDA processes and 
procedures include appropriate mechanisms to resolve 
conflicts.

Balance – The RDA seeks to promote balanced 
representation of its membership and stakeholder 
communities.

Harmonization – The RDA works to achieve harmonization 
across data standards, policies, technologies, infrastructure, 
and communities.

Community-driven – The RDA is a public, community-driven 
body constituted of volunteer members and organizations, 
supported by the RDA Secretariat.

Non-profit - RDA does not promote, endorse, or sell 
commercial products, technologies, or services.
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Working and Interest Groups (WG and IG)

Free and easy to join
No commitment

Listen in
Engage with what you can

Catch up: Access to group history
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Working Groups

Agrisemantics

Array Database Assessment

Big Data Modelling of UN SDGs

Blockchain Applications in Health

Brokering Framework Working Group

Capacity Development for Agriculture Data

Data Citation

Data Description Registry Interoperability (DDRI)

Data Type Registries & #2

Data Usage Metrics

Data Versioning

DMP Common Standards

Empirical Humanities Metadata Working Group

Exposing Data Management Plans

FAIR Data Maturity Model

FAIRSharing Registry: connecting data policies, standards & databases

Harmonizing FAIR descriptions of observational data
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International Materials Resource Registries

Metadata Standards Catalog

On-Farm Data Sharing (OFDS)

Persistent Identification of Instruments

PID Kernel Information

Preserving Scientific Annotation

Provenance Patterns

RDA / TDWG Metadata Standards for attribution of physical and digital collections
stewardship

RDA/CODATA Summer Schools in Data Science and Cloud Computing in the Developing
World

RDA/WDS Publishing Data Workflows

RDA/WDS Scholarly Link Exchange (Scholix)

Reproducible Health Data Services

Research Data Collections

Research Data Repository Interoperability

Research Schemas

Rice Data Interoperability

Software Source Code Identification

Storage Service Definitions

WDS/RDA Assessment of Data Fitness for Use

Wheat Data Interoperability
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WG Example: WG DMP Common Standards 
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2161855
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Interest Groups

Active Data Management Plans

Agricultural Data Interest Group (IGAD)

Archives and Records Professionals for Research Data

Big Data

Biodiversity Data Integration

Brokering

Chemistry Research Data

CODATA/RDA Research Data Science Schools for Low and Middle Income Countries

Data Discovery Paradigms

Data Economics

Data Fabric

Data for Development

Data Foundations and Terminology

Data in Context

Data policy standardisation and implementation

Data Rescue

Development of cloud computing capacity and education in developing world research

Digital Practices in History and Ethnography
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Disciplinary Collaboration Framework

Domain Repositories

Early Career and Engagement

Education and Training on handling of research data

ELIXIR Bridging Force

ESIP/RDA Earth, Space, and Environmental Sciences

Ethics and Social Aspects of Data

Federated Identity Management

From Observational Data to Information

Geospatial

Global Water Information

GO FAIR

Health Data

IG for Surveying Open Data Practices

International Indigenous Data Sovereignty

Libraries for Research Data

Linguistics Data

Long tail of research data

Marine Data Harmonization

Metadata

…
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IG example #1: Linguistics Data IG
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IG example #2: Early Career and Engagement IG
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Outputs from RDA
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Types of output

Recommendations
The recommendation itself (reviewed)
Supporting outputs (reviewed)
Other outputs (not reviewed)

Adoption use cases
Adoption stories
Standards
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Use of outputs

Technical specification supplement
Procedure description
Inspiration
Network building
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Recommendation workflow
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WG delivers output to 
RDA secretariat

Community review
(RfC) for 1 month

RDA Organisational
Advisory Board review

Council review and 
approval

WG Pilot 
adoptions

Possible ICT 
standard
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Example of a recommendation
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RDA Outputs/Recommendations:
75% or more agree that following Outputs/Recommendations 
should be our priority (Google sheet order):
1. Scalable Dynamic-data Citation Methodology
2. The FAIRsharing Registry and Recommendations: 

Interlinking Standards, Databases and Data Policies
3. Metadata Standards Directory
4. 23 Things: Libraries For Research Data

The following Outputs/Recommendations potentially could be 
analysed (Google sheet order):
1. Basic Vocabulary of Foundational Terminology Query Tool
2. Data Type Model and Registry
3. Workflows for Research Data Publishing: Models and Key 

Components
4. Legal Interoperability of Research Data: Principles and 

Implementation Guidelines

https://rd-alliance.org/group/data-citation-wg/outcomes/data-citation-recommendation.html
https://rd-alliance.org/group/fairsharing-registry-connecting-data-policies-standards-databases-wg/outcomes/fairsharing
https://rd-alliance.org/group/metadata-standards-directory-wg/outcomes/metadata-standards-directory-working-group-outcome
https://rd-alliance.org/group/libraries-research-data-ig/outcomes/23-things-libraries-research-data-supporting-output
https://rd-alliance.org/group/data-foundation-and-terminology-wg/outcomes/data-foundation-and-terminology
https://rd-alliance.org/group/data-type-registries-wg/outcomes/data-type-registries
https://rd-alliance.org/group/rdawds-publishing-data-workflows-wg/outcomes/rdawds-publishing-data-workflows-wg
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group/rdacodata-legal-interoperability-ig/outcomes/rda-codata-legal-interoperability-research-data
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When comes to the working groups, the picture is less 
homogenous. I pulled out following WGs which seem to be in 
our common interest (Google sheet order):
1. Data Usage Metrics
2. DMP Common Standards
3. FAIR Data Maturity Model
4. FAIRSharing Registry: connecting data policies, standards & 

databases
5. RDA/WDS Publishing Data Workflows

Following WGs are potentially in our common interest(Google 
sheet order):
1. Data citation
2. Data versioning
3. Metadata Standards Catalog
4. Research Data Collections
5. Research Data Repository Interoperability

The Interest Groups (IG) survey results are similar 
to the WG survey.
The following IGs are in our common interest 
(Google sheet order):
1. Active Data Management Plans
2. Education and Training on handling of research 

data
3. GO FAIR

Following IGs are potentially in our common 
interest (Google sheet order):
1. Archives and Records Professionals for 

Research Data
2. Data Foundations and Terminology
3. Data policy standardisation and 

implementation
4. Domain Repositories Interest Group
5. Ethics and Social Aspects of Data
6. Metadata
7. Reproducibility
8. Social Sciences & Humanities Research Data
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Adaption stories and use cases
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1. Data Foundation and 
Terminology

2. PID Information 
Types

3. Data Fabric
4. Data Type Registries
5. Dynamic Data 

Citation
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Question time 

I might be able to answer …

Thank you
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