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An attempt to overcome informal typologies
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Pointers in TEI P5

• introduction of URI-based pointers in P5 (2007)

• most common practice: pointing to fragment identifiers inside the same 
document using the ›#‹ syntax
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<w xml:id="word_1">example</w>

<note target="#word_1">example note text</note>



Pointing to external URIs 

• by stating the full URI
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<placeName ref=“gnd:4021912-4">Graz</placeName>

• since 2012: by using a private URI scheme

<listPrefixDef>
<prefixDef

ident="gnd"
matchPattern="(.+)"
replacementPattern="http://d-nb.info/gnd/$1"/>

</listPrefixDef>

<placeName ref="http://d-nb.info/gnd/4021912-4">Graz</placeName>



Using abbreviated pointers for
indexing

...

<text>
<body>

<listPerson>
<person xml:id="maxmustermann">

<name>Max Mustermann</name>
</person>

</listPerson>
</body>

</text>

...
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...
<listPrefixDef>

<prefixDef
ident="pers"
matchPattern="(.+)"
replacementPattern="indexofpersons.xml#$1"/>

</listPrefixDef>
...
<text>

<body>
<p>And then

<persName ref="pers:maxmustermann">Max</persName>
came in.

</p>
</body>

</text>

indexofpersons.xml

letter_01.xml



Mapping efforts between TEI and RDF

• SIG Ontologies

• P5: More elements for named entities, e.g. <place> (and <listPlace>)

• <taxonomy> for definitions of arbitrary typologies

• conformance to CIDOC-CRM
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heiEDITIONS
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Editorial typologies in attributes

• arbitrary values for attributes like @type (teidata.enumerated) or @rend
(teidata.word)

• alternative: URIs in teidata.pointer attributes

• attribute design with the choice between ›free text‹ attributes and ›URI‹ 
attributes (teidata.pointer)

• sometimes already provided by the TEI: 

@ed – @edRef
@lemma – @lemmaRef
@script – @scriptRef
@scribe – @scribeRef

• POS encoding: previously mostly @ana (teidata.pointer), now @pos
(teidata.text)
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heiEDITIONS approach

• RDFS/OWL ontology „heiEDITIONS Concepts“ with definitions of editorial
phenomena

• private URI scheme for enabling abbreviated pointers (ontology prefix: 
hc)

• e.g. consequently abandoning @type, using @ana with URIs instead
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<div type="dedication"></div> <div ana=“hc:Dedication"></div>vs.

<listPrefixDef>
<prefixDef

ident="hc"
matchPattern="(.+)"
replacementPattern="https://lod.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/ontologies/heieditions/hc/current/$1"

/>
</listPrefixDef>



Attribute counterparts: 
@rend vs. @rendition?
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rend rendition

data type teidata.word teidata.pointer

definition indicates how the element in 
question was rendered or
presented in the source text

points to a description of the
rendering or presentation used for
this element in the source text

Each URI provided should indicate
a rendition element defining the
intended rendition in terms of some
appropriate style language, as
indicated by the scheme attribute.

https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-att.global.rendition.html

https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/ref-rendition.html
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Purpose of the adopted approach

• standardization for in-house edition projects

• transparency of the editorial vocabulary in an increasingly LOD oriented
cultural heritage context
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