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Accessing TEI-encoded lexical data 

● Problem: 
Multiple dictionaries scattered over the Internet, not directly 
accessible for computers

● One of the (best) solutions: 
Application Programming Interfaces (APIs)

● How?
With a framework that as input takes any XML-encoded lexical 
dataset and as output provides APIs for its access
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Kosh - Architecture
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Lexical Data Access

kosh
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Kosh Data - De Alcedo’s Dictionary

▪ Diccionario Geografico-Histórico de las Indias Occidentales ó 
América (1787-1789), 5 vol., covering geographical descriptions and 
(Latin) American word-usage (descriptive)

▪ XML-encoded for Gazetteer projects (HGIS de las Indias, Pelagios 
Commons)

Our work:
▪ TEI-P5 encoding
▪ API access with Kosh
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Kosh - Input
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Kosh Data - GitHub
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Kosh - GraphQL API
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Thank You!

SLIDES https://www.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3451535 

Kosh Project Website: kosh.uni-koeln.de
Kosh Data: cceh.github.io/kosh_data 

Cologne Center for eHumanities: cceh.uni-koeln.de

Data Center for the Humanities: dch.uni-koeln.de

Cologne South Asian Languages and Texts: c-salt.uni-koeln.de 
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http://kosh.uni-koeln.de/
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