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Plan S : Built on strong principles

No publication should be locked behind a paywall

OA must be immediate, i.e. no embargo periods

No copyright transfer; publication under a CC BY license by default

Transparency about pricing and contracts

Funders commit to support publication fees at a reasonable level

Multiple routes to OA compliance

Commitment to assess research outputs based on their intrinsic merit 

and NOT venue of publication
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Timeline extended by one year: 

Calls published as of 1 January 2021 onwards

Transformative arrangements will be supported until end of 2024

Greater clarity on compliance routes: 

cOAlition S supports a diversity of business models

Plan S is NOT just about Gold OA

Options for range of transformative arrangements are supported 

Transformative agreements and transformative journals

Implementation guidance – key changes (1)
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Funders commit  to implement DORA principles when undertaking 

research assessment

Greater emphasis on the transparency of OA publication fees

Option to request a CC-BY-ND licence as an exception

Technical requirements for journals, platforms and repositories 

revised and simplified

Implementation guidance – key changes (2)



cOAlition S I 6

cOAlition S: alignment of Open Access 
policies
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Johan Rooryck appointed as OA Champion 

of cOAlition S

Will represent cOAlition S in discussions 

with key stakeholders, globally

Over the next 3 months speaking at many 

meetings including: ALPSP, OASPA, 

AmeliCA, OA2020, and United Nations

Will help promote and develop Plan S and 

advise cOAlition S on the ways to implement 

the transition to full and immediate Open 

Access as smoothly as possible

OA Champion of cOAlition S appointed
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Working with researcher groups to 

ensure we understand their concerns 

and find ways of mitigating them

Seeking to work with Global Young 

Academy (and others) on developing 

indicators to measure effects of Plan S 

on research environment.

A Task Force has been 

established to progress this.

Ambassador network established – to 

engage with research community and 

share concerns with cOAlition S 

leadership team

Working with key stakeholders: researchers
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In active discussions with publishers – such as the Society 

Publishers’ Coalition, Springer Nature and others – to explore the 

“transformative journal” model

Working with key stakeholders: publishers
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Wellcome and UKRI, in partnership 

with ALPSP have funded a study to 

explore alternative business model for 

learned society publishers

Key deliverables are a report 

containing 27 business models and 

strategy and a model transformative 

agreement with an implementation 

toolkit

Expectation is that a number of 

Societies will use this Agreement to 

offer TA’s as early as 2020

Working with key stakeholders: learned societies

Report, model Agreement and 

implementation toolkit to be 

published on 12th September

https://wellcome.figshare.com/

https://wellcome.figshare.com/collections/Society_Publishers_Accelerating_Open_access_and_Plan_S_SPA-OPS_project
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Working with key stakeholders: other OA 
initiatives

Plan S is acting as a spur 

to encourage a transition 

to OA – as witnessed by 

the upsurge in 

transformative 

agreements
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Other activities – Transparent Pricing

Plan S guidance specifies:
“cOAlition S, in partnership with publisher representatives and other 

stakeholders, will define the various services (e.g., triaging, peer review, 

editorial work, copy editing) publishers will be asked to price.”

Wellcome - in partnership with UKRI and on behalf of cOAlition S -

have appointed Information Power to lead a collaborative project to 

develop a framework for these communications 

cOAlition S aims to help make the nature and prices of OA publishing 

services more transparent, and to enable conversations and 

comparisons that will build confidence amongst customers that prices 

are fair and reasonable

The project will not explore costs, nor current or future pricing. 
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Other activities – Compliance

Plan S guidance outlines a range of requirements for publishing 

options (via any of three routes)

Baseline analysis – before Plan S, what options did researchers have 

to disseminate their work openly?

Where can they do so now?

Where is the best data to answer this question? For three routes:

Gold – DOAJ?

Green – RoMEO?

Transformative arrangements – ESAC Registry?

… and/or other data sources

What kind of tool can be built to help researchers navigate this 

increasingly complicated landscape?

Overseen by a second task force
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Other activities – cOAlition S Secretariat

Establishing a formal cOAltion S Secretariat /Office to ensure that we 

can appoint staff, award contracts etc to take forward the work 

associated with the implementation of Plan S

Budget defined – which will be funded by cOAlition S members who 

are able to make a financial contribution
No obligation for cOAlition S funders to make a financial contributions

Office expected to be up and running by January 2020
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Other activities

https://www.coalition-s.org/workplan/

https://www.coalition-s.org/workplan/
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Things for 2020

Monographs
“cOAlition S will, by the end of 2021, issue a statement on Plan S principles as they apply to 

monographs and book chapters, together with related implementation guidance.”

DORA
“cOAlition S supports the principles of the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment 

(DORA)  that research needs to be assessed on its own merits rather than on the basis of the 

venue in which the research is published. cOAlition S members will implement such principles 

in their policies by January 2021.”

Infrastructure, tools and platforms
“cOAlition S members will collectively establish incentives for establishing Open Access 

journals/platforms or flipping existing journals to Open Access, in particular where there are 

gaps and needs.”

Rights retention
“Where possible, cOAlition S members will ensure by way of funding contracts or agreements 

that the authors or their institutions retain copyright as well as the rights that are necessary to 

make a version (either the VoR, the AAM, or both) immediately available under an open license 

(as defined below). To this end, cOAlition S will develop or adopt a model ‘License to Publish’ 

for their grantees.”
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Implementation by cOAlition S funders

A lot of planning going on

We will meet on 7th October to review
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Thank you

neil.jacobs@jisc.ac.uk


