
The transformation of social, political and administrative models all along the Mediterranean medieval cultures–Italy, French Midi, 
Christian Iberia–, made notaries public a powerful social agent. As part of a new cultural and laic social group, notaries acted as a 

bureaucratic link between the common people and the elites, allowing the access not only to writing, but also to legally valid 
instruments that would resist memory. Its nomination was disputed between the different authorities of the Castilian Crown –

monarchy, Church and nobility–as an element of jurisdictional power.

This TEI-based mark-up model was conceived to apply a systematic analysis of the 
data, in order to study the evolution of notarial documents in this early stage period. 

For example, the use and progressive loss of religious content in the formularies 
used by these first notaries public. Religious formulas can be found in the invocatio

and spiritual penal clauses so,  using XPath queries we have managed: 
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From the 142 documents 
that contain an invocatio 

formula ⎯out of a 420 
documents corpus⎯, we 
have identified the most 

recurrent juridical actions 
that make use of it– mostly 

sales, donations and 
avecindamientos (i.e., a 

neighborhood charter) –.

We have noted nine
different variants of the
invocatio -from its latin
form In nomine Domini,
amen to a more evolved
romance variant En el
nomne de Dios e de la
Virgen Santa María sua
madre, amen-.

To Trace a chronological 
evolution of the invocatio 
in our corpus, registering 

the maintenance and 
progressive loss of this 

kind of formulas through a 
century– e.g., strong 
presence of invocatio 

formulas between 1270 
and 1320 –. 
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The study is focused on the 
notarial institution and its 

documentary production from mid 
XIIIth to mid XIVth centuries. Most 

of these documents come from 
Benedictine and Cistercian 
monasteries established in 

Asturias–San Pelayo and San 
Vicente of Oviedo or Santa María 
of Belmonte are some of them–, 
but also from Oviedo’s Cathedral 
and some relevant city councils 

back in medieval times like Avilés 
or Grado. 
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