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overview

● the project: 
“Intertextuality in the Legal Papers of Karl Kraus. A Scholarly 
Digital Edition” (FWF project no. P 31138-G30)

● the historical situation:
Karl Kraus and Oskar Samek in court

● the material: 
8000 pages of legal documents in the Vienna City Library

● the base to build on:
Karl Kraus Online

● the problem:
text/collection vs. action, or: document vs. event
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Karl Kraus in court.

the historical situation

● Karl Kraus (1874 - 1936), Austrian satirist, writer and publisher

● Oskar Samek (1889 - 1959), his (main) lawyer since 1921/22 
(other lawyers who worked for Kraus: Botho Laserstein, Willy 
Katz, Johann Turnovsky, Max Hirschberg, Felix Gallia)

● ca. 200 (court) cases in Austria, Germany, Czechoslovakia (Kraus 
both as claimant and as defendant)

● delicts in the areas of media law, copyright law, breach of contract,  
blackmail, threat, and defamation suits, ...
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the material

● 4000 sheets of paper, collection today held at the Vienna City 
Library

● taken to exile by Oskar Samek where he started to prepare an 
edition of “Karl Kraus in court abroad” (unfinished)

● correspondences, newspaper articles, statements of claims, writs, 
verdicts, statements of costs, applications, requests, notes, ...

● material returned to Vienna in 1959, re-arranged by Katharina 
Prager in 2012ff, scanned and prepared for Karl Kraus Online 
(2017)

The material in its boxes in the Vienna City Library.
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the base to build on

● an “anti-biographical” research platform (Prager 2017)

● three “roles” of the subject Karl Kraus:
The reader, the wrongly cited, the legal subject

● the data model:
“In order to enable this user-specific construction of the subject, it 
has to be broken down into its smallest units. For this purpose, four 
categories were defined as essential building blocks of life 
narratives: events, objects, individuals and institutions.” 
(Hannesschläger/Prager 2015)

https://www.kraus.wienbibliothek.at/ 

https://www.kraus.wienbibliothek.at/
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classification of documents

● external SKOS taxonomy legalkraus-doctypes
● URI of skos:Concept is used in @target of <catRef>

<profileDesc>
<textClass>

<catRef 
target="https://vocabs.acdh.oeaw.a
c.at/legalkraus-doctypes/v1.0/D.J.
PKG"/>
</textClass>

</profileDesc>
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event vs. document

?
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collection: the missing link?

<teiCorpus>  (or nesting <TEI>) as a container for documents and metadata (e.g. on 
events)?
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can we use <event>?

https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/examples-event.html

https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/examples-event.html
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where and how to encode the lawsuit-<event>?

… in the <teiHeader> of the collection,

but:

● in <profileDesc> in a list like <listPerson> in 
<particDesc> ? 

● in a random <note> ??
● in a <text>-element in <teiCorpus>, containing 

additional metadata (e.g. the short description of the case 
like in Kraus Online)?

● in <sourceDesc>,thus stating, that the event is the/a 
“source” of the collection?

<teiCorpus> 
(or container-<TEI>)

<event> 
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<listEvent> in <sourceDesc>?
“<sourceDesc>  (source description) describes the source 
from which an electronic text was derived or generated, 
typically a bibliographic description in the case of a 
digitized text, or a phrase such as "born digital" for a text 
which has no previous existence.”

Content model allows <listEvent>  in <sourceDesc>
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how and where to encode the relations?

● TEI-XML represents relations primarily by nesting elements vs. relational data model of Kraus Online
● use <relation> and its special set of attributes @active, @passive, ... to express the linking between 

documents, events and entities?
● use an external taxonomy / maybe even ontology to classify relations?
● or: use “real” RDF in <xenoData>? 
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relations of person and events

<listEvent>
<event xml:id="event1" from-iso="1922-11-29" to-iso="1923-03-14">

     <desc>Karl Kraus ca. Reichspost</desc>
     </event>
</listEvent>
<listRelation>

<relation active="#person1" passive="#event1" name="is_plaintiff"/>
<relation active="#person2" passive="#event1" name="is_defendant"/>
<relation active="#person3" passive="#event1" name="is_witness"/>

</listRelation>
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Appendix
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<!-- Privatanklage -->

<skos:Concept 
rdf:about="https://vocabs.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/legalkraus-doctypes/v1.0/D.J.PKG">
        <skos:prefLabel xml:lang="de">Privatanklage</skos:prefLabel>
        <skos:broader 
rdf:resource="https://vocabs.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/legalkraus-doctypes/v1.0/D.J.KLG"/> 

<!-- = Klage -->       
        <skos:inScheme 
rdf:resource="https://vocabs.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/legalkraus-doctypes/v1.0/"/>
</skos:Concept>

example of skos:Concept
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