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Writing articles about 
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About Me 

Sutton Bonington, Leicestershire South LaboratoryDevelopmental Biology 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-041
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development 
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I’d like to share my 

writing ‘experience’ 

with you…
(I’m no expert!)
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Engaging Data Champions

• What is a ‘Data Champion’?

• Approach via email 

• Arrange one-to-one interviews

• Write the article to reward and recognise

their efforts and achievements

• Published to the Open Working blog… 

https://openworking.wordpress.com/data-champions/

https://openworking.wordpress.com/data-champions/
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Dedicated to the…

https://openworking.wordpress.com/data-champions/

https://openworking.wordpress.com/data-champions/
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Writing.

Who is the audience? 
Who will read it?

What do they already know? 

What do you expect them to learn?

Keep your audience in mind as you write. 

What is the purpose? 

What are you writing?  

A report? 

An event blog?

An interview article? 

If in doubt… 

Write it so your 

grandmother can 

understand it
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Think!

What story do you 

want to tell? 
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What is their 

research about?

What are their motivations

for becoming 

Data Champions? 

Interviewing Data Champions: Create content for your 

story!

How do they 

engage researchers 

with research data?

What are their 

future goals 

and 

aspirations? 

Why do they 

advocate for 

proper RDM and 

Open Science? 

How, when and why 

do they share data?

How do they mentor

others? 

Record and transcribe…
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Don’t try and include 

it all. 
(Pick out key points. What would you want 

to read?)
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Write a 

good story.

Key points:

Use: plain language, 

short sentences. 

short paragraphs and  

a catchy title.

WHO?

WHAT?

WHERE?

WHEN?

WHY?

HOW?

A beginning: ‘the lead’ 

Hook the reader. 

Give them the 

essentials in two 

short paragraphs.  

CRUCIAL INFORMATION. 

A middle: ‘the body’ 

Structure the story. 

Capture the main 

points. 

Provide detailed 

evidence. 

Use “quotes”, photos 

and videos to 

support your story.

An end: ‘the tail’ 
SUMMARISE YOUR STORY. 

FLAG RELATED CONTENT.

Highlight future aims and 

objectives to inspire the reader 

and leave them eager to learn 

more… 
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When?
Who?Where?What?

Why?

How?

A beginning: 

‘the lead’ 

Use of alliteration and familiar 

terminology… 
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Remember: 

Quotes

Photos

Figures… 

Links to resources!

A middle: ‘the body’
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An end: ‘the tail’ 

Leave your reader 

inspired and 

interested!

Reference to the future…

Use of a motivational quote…
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Take home messages
(12 top tips from the non-expert!)
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MY 12 TOP TIPS…

1. Prepare for your interview. Know who you’re meeting.

2. Plan your questions. Create your own content.

3. Record and transcribe. Capture those quotes!

4. Structure your story. Have a beginning, middle and end. 

5. Just Write! You don’t have to start at the beginning.

6. Set writing goals. Work to realistic deadlines.  

7. Every writer is a reader. Do your research as you write. 

8. Jot down ideas. Use voice recordings or notes apps. 

9. Use plain language. Keep it succinct. 

10. Keep a thesaurus handy. Everyone loves a synonym!

11. Keep your article short and sweet. Use short sentences. 

12. Read your writing out loud. Get into rhythm! 
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Thank you for listening!


