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Overview

▪ C-SALT: Cologne South Asian Languages and Texts 
▪ Sanskrit Dictionaries
▪ C-SALT APIs for Sanskrit Dictionaries
▪ Kosh - APIs for Dictionaries
▪ VedaWeb
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Greater India:

Wikimedia CC-BY-SA 3.0

● Sanskrit Dictionaries
● Sanskrit Texts
● Pāli Dictionary
● Nuristani Texts
● Nuristani Audio
● ...

C-SALT
Cologne South Asian Languages and Texts

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Indian_cultural_zone.svg
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C-SALT
Cologne South Asian Languages and Texts
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Cologne Sanskrit Dictionaries
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● 37 dictionaries
● Open data
● TEI-P5
● Several 

interfaces
● Integration with 

texts
● APIs

current
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C-SALT APIs for Sanskrit Dictionaries

● APIs providing the most important Sanskrit dictionaries hosted 
at the University of Cologne

● 7 Dictionaries encoded in TEI-P5 
● 2 APIs per dictionary: GraphQL and REST
● Employed in the VedaWeb App
● APIs are implemented with Kosh

https://vedaweb.uni-koeln.de/rigveda
https://kosh.uni-koeln.de
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Kosh - APIs for Dictionaries

● Generic framework for 
creating and maintaining 
APIs for dictionaries

● Publishers of lexical data: 
○ Define the nodes to be 

indexed, and how

○ Control access levels
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VedaWeb

● Research platform for Vedic texts
● Currently providing different versions of the Rigveda:

○ Oldest Indo-Aryan text, ca. 1300 / 1000 BC
○ ca. 160,000 words (10 books, 1028 hymns)

● Vedaweb allows its users to execute complex searches
● Data encoded in TEI-P5
● Data available through:

○ Web app 
○ REST API
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VedaWeb App https://vedaweb.uni-koeln.de/rigveda

https://vedaweb.uni-koeln.de/rigveda/
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Summary

API development in DH projects should be standard, not a 
nice-to-have feature:

The spectrum of researchers that can access data broadens 
considerably
APIs are the basis of a digital open-access culture
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Thanks!
Slides: https://www.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3265782

C-SALT: http://c-salt.uni-koeln.de

Kosh: http://kosh.uni-koeln.de
APIs for Sanskrit Dicts: https://cceh.github.io/c-salt_sanskrit_data
VedaWeb: https://vedaweb.uni-koeln.de

https://www.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3265782
http://c-salt.uni-koeln.de/
http://kosh.uni-koeln.de/
https://cceh.github.io/c-salt_sanskrit_data/
https://vedaweb.uni-koeln.de/

