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 North Dublin (3 campuses)

 5 Faculties
Humanities & Social Sciences
Science & Health
Engineering & Computing
DCU Business School
DCU Institute of Education 

 17,000+ students



Why develop an OA University Press? 

Library strategy, key priority

Support DCU’s core mission

Aligned with institutional research goals

Expand our support and commitment to OS

Innovate, be part of the evolution of the scholarly publishing 
landscape, offer alternatives to faculty….



Benefits to authors…

 Immediately available to a global audience 
 Free to read and download (scholars, public bodies, funders, general public….)

 Increased visibility and discoverability
 Discoverable via google/scholar, press platform, OAPEN  online library (Open Access 

Publishing in European Networks), JSTOR 

High quality standards 

Professional support (editorial, design and production)

No cost/charges  for DCU Authors



Delivering the vision for DCU Press 

 Library goal (2014-)
 Faculty survey (2017)

2018
 DCU Open Science Conference 
 Consultancy day with UCL Press 
 Meetings with key university partners 
 DCU Press Briefing document for SMG 
 Press release issued



Announcing DCU Press…. 

“A milestone for the 
university”

“Resonates well not only 
with our innovative ethos 
and commitment to 
effective research 
communications but also 
with our European 
partners”

DCU President



Publishing/ Funding Model 

－OA university Press, online with paid PoD

－Publishing Services Partnership with UCL Press
－platform, editorial and production services and PoD /online 

distribution

－Elements of costs include: set-up/annual charge/BPC

－Institutional funding



Governance and Management

Press Advisory Board (Chair: VP Research & Innovation)

- strategic direction, 

- oversight of all policies, guidelines, evaluation processes

Press Executive (Chair: University Librarian)

- management/operational oversight of the press

Editorial Committee (Chair: Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences)

- evaluation of proposals 

- management of review process 



Operational Model

－University Press based in DCU Library and managed 
through the Press Executive in collaboration with UCL Press 

－New role for the library’s R&T Directorate
－Builds on our existing collaborations with colleagues in the  

Research & Innovation Office and our work with academic staff 

－Defined roles will emerge/evolve…….



DCU Press Team UCL Press Team

Book proposals 
Editorial committee review
Peer review (part / whole manuscript /both)
Approval/ author contract signed
Prepare checklist to send to UCL Press 

Promotion/Marketing 

Manuscript reviewed/schedule agreed
Copy edit
Typesetting
Proofread
Cover design
Index
Publish/disseminate (PoD)



Recent/current activities

Editorial Board established
Internal call for monograph proposals issued
 Establishing operational processes and policies
Developing essential documentation 
Website under development
First book early 2020…….

Thank you……..


