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7 million items

120 kilometers of materials











Full text (OCR) access to:

467.000 books (1486 – 2013)

15 million newspaper pages (1618 – 1995) 

4,4 million magazine pages (1840 – 1940)

1,5 miljoen ANP-radiobulletins (1937 – 1984)https://www.delpher.nl/
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I. BACKGROUND 
RESEARCHER-IN-
RESIDENCE
PROGRAM 



What are the changing needs of researchers?

Main question

Set-up
• Since 2015

• 2 talented early career researchers per year

• Open call & review committee

• 6 months, 0,5 fte

• Technical & research support

• Tools and/or data always available for others at KB Lab website

• Work at KB Office





Project Thomas Smits

When did Dutch newspapers switch to using photographs as 

the primary visual medium?





https://blog.prototypr.io/behind-the-
magic-how-we-built-the-arkit-sudoku-
solver-e586e5b685b0

https://blog.prototypr.io/behind-the-magic-how-we-built-the-arkit-sudoku-solver-e586e5b685b0
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II. SHORT-TERM 
BENEFITS



What has the RiR Program brought the KB since 2014?

• 34 Researcher-in-residence proposals

• 11 participating researchers

• 21 committee members

• 5 datasets

• 7 tools

• 14 blog posts (on kb.nl & lab.kb.nl)

But above all, a lot of information about changing user needs & our collection



What are the changing user needs?

• 'I want the data, I want it all & I want to do with it what I want’

• ‘I want to know what the quality of the data is’

• There are no typical DH scholars

• User needs change over time & change with skills

• There are hardly standard tools & techniques

• We need to be more transparant about our data & algorithms

• An API is not enough

• Claeyssens & Kleppe (2016), What do Digital Humanists want from a National Library. Liber 
Conference, https://liber2016.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/12-
2_Caeyssens_What_do_Digital_Humanists_Want.pdf

• Wilms, L. (2017, December 4). The Researcher-in-residence programme at the KB, National Library of the 
Netherlands. Arbido. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1087808

https://liber2016.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/12-2_Caeyssens_What_do_Digital_Humanists_Want.pdf
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1087808


What has the RiR Program brought the participating researchers?

• Research time

• Catapulted into DH

• Inside knowledge about the data

• New methodological knowledge

• Positive impact on career

Gasser, M. (2017), Expanding Collaborative Research 
Opportunities in the Digital Humanities. An interview-
based evaluation of the KB fellowship and researcher-
in-residence programme.



III. LONG-TERM 
BENEFITS



What has the RiR Program brought us as well?

• Knowledge about new techniques

• Ambassadors

• Academic network

• Follow-up projects

• https://universiteitvannederland.nl/college/inspireerden-
19e-eeuwse-fietsers-de-hells-angels-van-nu

• https://academic.oup.com/dsh/advance-
article/doi/10.1093/llc/fqy085/5296356

https://universiteitvannederland.nl/college/inspireerden-19e-eeuwse-fietsers-de-hells-angels-van-nu
https://academic.oup.com/dsh/advance-article/doi/10.1093/llc/fqy085/5296356


Project Frank Harbers

How did genres in newspaper articles evolve over time?



http://lab.kb.nl/tool/genre-classifier

http://www.kbresearch.nl/genre/
http://lab.kb.nl/tool/genre-classifier


https://www.esciencecenter.nl/project/newsgac

https://www.esciencecenter.nl/project/newsgac


What has the RiR Program brought us as well?

• Knowledge about new techniques

• Ambassadors

• Academic network

• Follow-up projects

• New services?





V. LIBRARIES AS APPLIED
DH PARTNERS



“Putting TDM in the 
Mainstream”, i.e. search 

portals for bigger audience”

• http://dh.library.yale.edu/projects/vogue/
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHi4TD4YfGQ
• https://twitter.com/sclaeyssens/status/748047246722228228

http://dh.library.yale.edu/projects/vogue/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHi4TD4YfGQ
https://twitter.com/sclaeyssens/status/748047246722228228


• https://www.jstor.org/analyze/analyzer
• https://www.slideshare.net/AlexHumphreys1/the-case-for-applied-digital-humanities-in-

scholarly-communications

“But in a sense, what we do 
is: Applied Digital 

Humanities”

https://www.slideshare.net/AlexHumphreys1/the-case-for-applied-digital-humanities-in-scholarly-communications
https://www.slideshare.net/AlexHumphreys1/the-case-for-applied-digital-humanities-in-scholarly-communications


“Putting TDM in the 
Mainstream”, i.e. search 

portals for bigger audience”

“But in a sense, what we do 
is: Applied Digital 

Humanities”

“Yes! But..
We’re not there yet…”





https://www.onlinebibliotheek.nl/e-books.html

https://www.onlinebibliotheek.nl/e-books.html




 We helped our academic customers

 We understand our academic customers better

 We know how to help our academic customers better

 We know what we should improve on our data

 We improved our position in the academic field

5 Years of Researcher-in-Residence at the KB



But also:

 We learned a lot about new techniques

 We became full research partner

 We feed back results into (new) services for more types of 

customers

5 Years of Researcher-in-Residence at the KB



Thank you for your attention
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Martijn Kleppe – Head of Research
Martijn.kleppe@kb.nl | @martijnkleppe | www.kb.nl/martijnkleppe

Lotte Wilms – Digital Scholarship Advisor / KB Lab Coordinator
lotte.wilms@kb.nl | @lottewilms | lab.kb.nl/person/lotte-wilms

Steven Claeyssens – Curator of Digital Collections
Steven.claeyssens@kb.nl | @sclaeyssens | http://lab.kb.nl/person/dr-steven-claeyssens

Slides at bit.ly/RIRKB  
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