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of SUPREME – SIMWESTMED Projects 



UN Environment/MAP - Barcelona Convention: Overview 

http://web.unep.org/unepmap/

Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP)

• Approved in 1975 

• Phase II adopted in 1995

• Scope/ Objectives

• CU and MAP Components

Barcelona Convention

• Adopted in 1976, amended in 1995

• 22 Contracting Parties

• Complemented by 7 Protocols

http://web.unep.org/unepmap/


The role of Barcelona Convention in EU MSP

• For achieving the objectives of the EU marine policies collaboration between 

EU countries is not enough – involvement of non-EU countries is essential

Implementation of cooperation, required by MSP Directive, through Regional Seas Conventions

• BC – used as a platform that connects both shores of the Med towards same 

objectives:

1. Developing and promoting common approach for the regional MSP 

2. Developing guidelines and tools

3. Undertaking initiatives for cooperation

4. Building capacities



Regional approach for MSP

• Conceptual Framework for MSP as an 

emerging issue included in MAP PoW

2016-2017 

• Series of technical meetings, consultations 

with NFPs

• Adopted at COP20 (Tirana, Albania, 2017)

MSP as specific instrument/process for the implementation 

of ICZM in the marine part of the coastal zone 



UN Environment/MAP participation in SUPREME 
SIMWESTMED Projects

• Regional dimension in the Projects

• Long standing experience in ICZM/ 

MSP across the Mediterranean region

• Specific activities undertaken:

MSP implementation in coherence with Barcelona Convention and Protocols

 Coordination of Sectoral Policies

 Integration of LSI into MSP

 Stakeholders involvement

 Two case studies implementation (Var and Tyrrhenian)

 Cooperation Platform and Web Portal



BARCELONA CONVENTION PRINCIPLES FOR MSP

• Tailored around 8 key 

aspects

• Additional – tools for 

assessing env.effects of 

the MSP plan

Through the 

implementation of MSP, 

underlying principles of 

the Barcelona Convention, 

shall be enforced and 

implemented within EU



BARCELONA CONVENTION PRINCIPLES FOR MSP 
Coordination of sectoral policies

• Ecosystem approach as 

the guiding principle

• Coordination on policy

level (governance 

setting, vision)

• Coordination on 

operational level 

(scenarios with 

consultation process 

and evaluation criteria)



LAND-SEA INTERACTIONS – Methodological guidelines

Original and fully 

innovative output –

methodological 

guidelines

Step-wise and tired 

approach 



LAND-SEA INTERACTIONS – Methodological guidelines



LAND-SEA INTERACTIONS
Links with MSP and ICZM

LSI analysis is the key component of 

MSP, not parallel process

Intrinsic component of ICZM, not a new 

discipline

Analysis of existing conditions

Analysis of future conditions



Stakeholders Involvement in MSP implementation
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Key proposed steps for stakeholders involvement 

Integrate stakeholders’ involvement into the overall MSP Strategy/Plan

Make a stakeholder identification and mapping (establishment of database) and initiate 
communication

Develop a calendar of key workshops and events

Organise workshops complemented by other means of participation (meetings, interviews, 
questionnaires) according to the needs/ objectives of each case

Develop a list of actions, subject to consultation   

Establish a follow-up and monitoring plan



Key findings coming from the workshops

• Early start and integration into the process;

• Scenario building going beyond the sectorial approach (consideration of 

cumulative impacts and cross-cutting elements); 

• Involvement of the environment sector and provision of substantive inputs;

• Time investment to inform different stakeholders;

• Role of public perception;

• Issue-driven approach to attract stakeholders;

• Synergetic implementation of MSFD/ IMAP and MSP; 

• Capitalization of experiences from a plethora of MSP activities in the region. 



Specific questions addressed through the workshops

• Stakeholders’ Involvement in Transboundary/ Cross-border Marine Spatial 

Planning: additional challenges and ways identified to overcome them;

• Organization of one-to-one Sectoral Meetings: the usefulness of this method 

and ways to increase its added value in the overall process;

• Involvement of Different Sectors: main challenges identified and ways to 

ensure equal and balanced representation;

• Involvement of Stakeholders from Land-Based Sectors in line with LSI: 

additional elements to be considered in the context of LSI.



PILOT CASE
Var



PILOT CASE
Tyrrhenian



SUPREME Cooperation platform – Main objectives

Objectives of the SUPREME Cooperation Platform extracted from the project document:

1. Connected with EC Implementation Support Strategy Committees and programs and key 

initiatives (e.g. Bluemed, JPI Oceans)

2. Knowledge co-production (exchange of best practices, catalogues, tools, experiences, 

etc.)

3. Interoperable

4. Standard based (eg. INSPIRE for geospatial data)

5. Take into account the ongoing work on the infoMAP platform developed by INFO/RAC

6. Establish appropriate links with relevant Copernicus research programme services



SUPREME Cooperation platform - Tools

Tools implemented that are part of the SUPREME Cooperation Platform:

Tool URL

Groupware http://groupware.info-rac.org

Online Surveys http://surveys.info-rac.org/

Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) http://geo.info-rac.org

Public website http://msp-supreme.eu

Groupware demo screenshot Surveys demo screenshot SDI demo screenshot

http://groupware.info-rac.org/
http://surveys.info-rac.org/
http://geo.info-rac.org/
http://msp-supreme.eu/


SUPREME Cooperation platform – Objectives reached

• It allows knowledge co-production and exchange [Objective 2] using specific tools such as: 

✓ Groupware for information sharing, documents exchange, forum discussions and various 

other functionalities

✓ Online surveys for stakeholders involvement and for sharing online questionnaires

✓ Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) for spatial data co-production and exchange

• The Cooperation platform use the RSS standard for latest news interchange and it is 

connected with EC Implementation Support Strategy Committees and programs and key 

initiatives (e.g. Bluemed, JPI Oceans) [Objective 1]

• It is interoperable [Objective 3] following international standards such as INSPIRE for 

spatial data and W3C recommendation for information sharing and connected with the 

relevant Copernicus research programme services [Objective 6] 

• It is integrated into the infoMAP platform developed by INFO/RAC [Objective 5] through 

the use of the same standards, technologies and infrastructures



SUPREME Project web portal

http://www.msp-supreme.eu/

One-stop-shop access to:

• Project info, activities, tasks, 

events and news

• Cooperation platform tools

• Events/news sharing and 

interchange

http://www.msp-supreme.eu/
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