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Cetaceans and seabirds: Exposure risk to anthropogenic
pressures in the Northern European Atlantic

The SIMNORAT case study “Bay of Biscay” aims to demonstrate the cross-border cooperation between Spain and France In
conducting technical analyses to support the implementation of Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP). This case study draws
perspectives on the evaluation of offshore anthropogenic pressures and their effects on cetaceans and seabirds.

These species are common In this area, have a high mobility and face multiple cross-border anthropogenic pressures.
Furthermore, they are on the top of the marine food chain and are therefore good indicators of the global state of the ecosystem. OSPAR IV region
Spanish-French collaboration was established to select, standardize and share relevant datasets (activities, pressures, || Bay of Biscay case study

ecological components) between the two countries and to carry out first cumulative effect assessment attempts. .
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This first test in the Bay of Biscay allowed to initiate a cross-border collaboration and data sharing between France and Spain. This is a step forward in the assessment
of anthropogenic pressures occurring in the pelagic domain, very poorly addressed until now. By delivering synthetic and understandable visual results (maps), this kind of
approach is undeniably a progress to better inform MSP processes.

However, it has also pointed out the well known issue of data availability and compatibility across border. There is still need for large scale comprehensive datasets
encompassing the whole range of maritime uses and related pressures. Moreover, these analyses still need to be improved and validated to be effectively taken into
account in cross-border MSP. Confidence in species distribution data requires to be improved and knowledge on pressure effect on each species need to progress.
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