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THEMATI�ATION IN NG�A�IG�O

N����� ���� U����� ����

�li��ord ��i�ersi��, �ep�r�me�� o� ���lish ��d �i�er�r� ��udies, ��erri���, �bi� ����e, Ni�eri��

�m�il: ��eom��u�or�i���hoo��om

A�������

��e�a�i�a�i�n is a s�n�ac�ic p��cess ��a� is c�nce�ne� �i�� ��e c���unica�i�e p���inence place� �n a c�ns�i�uen� in 
a�construction.������or�������a�r���rs�to�t�����o����an��t�����o�p�l�i�ical a�ea kn��n as �g�a lan�� ��e �g�a 
pe�ple a�e f�un� in �bia ��a�ein ��e �e�e�al �epublic �f �ige�ia� ���e �f ��e �b�ec�i�es �f ��is pape� a�e� �� 
�e��ns��a�e c���unica�i�e ��na�is� ����ug� ��e use �f  �a�ke� s��uc�u�es an�  �� s��� ��e �a�i�us �a�s b� ��ic� 
c���unica�i�e p���inence is ac�ie�e� in ��e �g�a � �gb� ����ug� ��e s�n�ac�ic p��cesses �f  �ef���isl�ca�i�n, 
��picali�a�i�n,  �lef�ing an� �seu���clef�ing, �a�a f�� ��is s�u�� �as �b�aine� using ��e elici�a�i�n �e���� �f 
��ansla�ing a se� �f��e�a�i�e� c�ns��uc�i�ns in ��e �nglis� language in�� �g�a��gb� b� ��� c��pe�en� na�i�e a�ul� 
speake�s �f �g�a��gb��  �ec�n�a�� �a�a �as c�llec�e� f��� �ex� b��ks an� ��e in�e�ne� ��ic� �e�e ackn��le�ge�� 
��e ��e��e�ical f�a�e���k use� f�� ��is pape� is ��e � � �a� ��e��� �f p��asal anal�sis an� ��e ��ee �iag�a�s �ill 
�eflec� ��is ��e�e�e� i� is necessa��� ��e �eas�n f�� ��e a��p�i�n �f ��e ��ba� f�a�e���k is ��a� i� p���i�es ��e �e�ui�e� 
pla�f��� f�� ��e p�esen�a�i�n �f ��e�a�i�e� c�ns�i�uen�s� ���e �f ��e fin�ings �f ��is pape� a�e� ��a� in �ef��
�isl�ca�i�n a p�ep�se� c�ns�i�uen� lea�es a g��s� c�p� �f i�self a� ��e si�e �f ex��ac�i�n an� ��a� ��e�e is a ���e�en� 
��igge� in �lef� c�ns��uc�i�ns in �g�a��gb����is pape� �as c�nsi�e�e� ��e�a�i�a�i�n �nl� in �ela�i�n �� ��e 
f��eg��un�ing �f lexical i�e��s�, i� ��e�ef��e �ec���en�s f�� an in�ense s�u�� �f ��e s�n�ac�ic p��cesses use� in ��e 
��e�a�i�a�i�n �f c�ns�i�uen�s in �ela�i�n �� �n� ��cus in ��e �g�a �ialec� an� ���e� languages �f ��e ���l��

��������� ��e�a�i�a�i�n, lef���isl�ca�i�n, ��picali�a�i�n, clef�ing, ���a�, �g�a��gb��

I�����������

�he� �or�� �� �g�a’refers� to� the� people ��d �he �eo�

poloi�i��l �re� ��o�� �s N��� l��d� �he N��� people �re 

�ou�d i� �bi� ����e i� �he Feder�l �epubli� o� 

Ni�eri��N��� is �l�ssi�ied b� �illi�mso� ��d �le��h 

�200�, p� �1� �s �� ��boidle��, u�der �he Ne� �e�ue �

�o��o, i�sel� � sub � br���h o� �he Ni�er � �o��o 

l���u��es�

�hem��i���io� is � s������i� pro�ess �h�� is used i� m�r�ed 

s�ru��ures �or �ommu�i���i�e d���mism��hem��i���io� 

o� �o�s�i�ue��s i� s����� is � u�i�ers�l �e��ure o� hum�� 

l���u��es �h�� �omes i� di��ere�� �orms i� di��ere�� 

l���u��es� For i�s����e i� �he ���lish ����u��e, ob�e��s 

o� ���i�e se��e��es ��� be �hem��i�ed �i� �he s������i� 

pro�ess o� p�ssi�i���io�� �� �he ��bo l���u��e, ���i�e 

s�ru��ures ����o� be p�ssi�i�ed due �o �he poor i��le�io��l 

�bili�� o� �he ��bo �erbs� �u� �he� �his does �o� me�� �h�� 

�he ��bo l���u��e does �o� h��e o�her me��s o� 

�hem��i�i�� s�ru��ures i� �he l���u��e� �h�� h�ppe�s is 

�h�� �hile some l���u��es h��e �re�� s������i� pro�esses 

o� �hem��i���io�, o�hers h��e �e��

���ordi�� �o �ro�� ��d �iller �1���,� p.� ���),� “the�

�o�s�i�ue�� �h�� o��urs i� i�i�i�l posi�io� is �he �heme, ��d 

pro�esses used �o m��e some �o�s�i�ue��s i�i�i�l �re 

processes� of� themati�ation�.� �his� e�plains� that�

�hem��i���io� is � s������i� pro�ess �here � m�r�ed 

�o�s�i�ue�� �� se��e��e i�i�i�l posi�io� is i��e��io��ll� 

used �or �ommu�i���i�e e��e��i�e�ess� �ro�� ��d �iller, 

�e�� o� �o �dd �h�� �he ��e�a�ic sub�ec� is �he s�me �hi�� 

�s �he ps�c��l�gical sub�ec�or ��e sub�ec� �f �isc�u�se� 

�he� dis�i��uished �his ps��holo�i��l sub�e�� �rom �he 

g�a��a�ical sub�ec� �hi�h is ��e sub�ec� �f a sen�ence��o 

�hem, �he �erms ��e�e, ��e�e,  en� � f�cus, ��pic, 
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c���en�, gi�en ��d ne�, �re �ords �hi�h �ome up 

�he�e�er �he issue o� �hem��i���io� o��urs� �he� �e�� o� 

�o �dd �h��:��e�e, ��e�e��d en� � f�cus, �lso re�er �o �he 

s�ru��ur�l posi�io�s �i�hi� �he se��e��e ��d �h�� i� �he 

���lish l���u��e, �he ��o �o��l poi��s �or �hem��i�i�� 

li��uis�i� u�i�s �re �he be�i��i�� ��d �he e�d o� � 

se��e��e� Follo�i�� �heir e�pl����io� i� �he �e��, �he 

��e�e o� � se��e��e re�ers �o �he p�r� o� �he se��e��e, �h�� 

dr��s �he �re��es� ���e��io� o� �he he�rer or re�der o� � 

��e���or se��e��e s�ru��ure, ��d �h�� �he ��e�e is usu�ll� 

�� se��e��e i�i�i�l posi�io� i� m�r�ed s�ru��ures� �h�� is 

s�ru��ures �h�� h��e u�der�o�e some mo�eme�� 

pro�esses� �he��e�e, �he� e�pl�i� is �he p�r� �h�� �omes 

���er �he �heme� �he ��e�e �i�es �dded i��orm��io� �o 

�h��e�er mess��e �he ��e�e h�s �lre�d� p�ssed ��ross �o 

�he he�rer or re�der o� � �e��� �mpli�i�l� �rom �heir 

�sser�io�, �he ��e�e o� � se��e��e, is e�ui��le�� �o �he 

�opi� or �he �i�e� i��orm��io� i� � pie�e o� �o��ers��io�, 

�hile �he c���en� ��d �he ne� re�ers �o �he ��e�e o� � 

dis�ourse� �o illus�r��e �hem��i���io� i� se��e��es, �ro�� 

��d �iller �1���, p� ���� �i�e �he �ollo�i�� e��mples� 

�i�h �he u�derli�ed �o�s�i�ue��s bei�� �he �hem��i�ed 

s�ru��ures�

1�� �omeo�ep�r�ed  �l�r�e �ur�i�ure ��� ri�h� 

ou�side our �ro�� door l�s� �i�h��

b� � l�r�e �ur�i�ure ���, ��s p�r�ed ri�h� 

ou�side our �ro�� door l�s� �i�h��

�� ��s� �i�h�, someo�e p�r�ed � l�r�e �ur�i�ure 

��� ri�h� ou�side our �ro�� door�

d� �i�h� ou�side our �ro�� door, someo�e 

p�r�ed � l�r�e �ur�i�ure ��� l�s� �i�h��

���ordi�� �o �ro�� ��d �iller, �he proposi�io��l 

s�ru��ure o� e��h o� �hese se��e��es is ide��i��l� �he� di��er

i� �orms o� �hi�h �o�s�i�ue�� is �hem��i�ed ��d �h�� �1�� 

�bo�e is �he u�m�r�ed or �eu�r�l �orm� �hus, �rom �heir 

�sser�io�, �hem��i���io� is �o��er�ed solel� �i�h �he 

s�ressi�� o� � p�r�i�ul�r p�r� o� � se��e��e �or sem���i� or 

�ommu�i���i�e promi�e��e� �� o�her �ords, 

�hem��i���io� ��� be e��e��ed o� ��� p�r� o� �he se��e��e 

b� pl��i�� �he hi�hes� �ommu�i���i�e ��lue o� �he 

s�ressed �o�s�i�ue��� ��d � �o�us ���ordi�� �o �ro�� ��d 

�iller �1���, p� ��1� is used �o del�� �he ide��i�i���io� o� 

� �opi� u��il �he e�d o� � dis�ourse� �his �lso implies �h�� 

� �o�s�i�ue�� ��� be �hem��i�ed �� se��e��e �i��l posi�io�� 

�his me��s �h�� Fore�rou�di�� �Fo�usi��� ��d ��d�

�o�us �re di��ere�� pro�esses o� �hem��i�i�� � �o�s�i�ue���

�� li�er�r� s�udies,�hem��i���io� is used �o re�er �o �he 

�e��r�l �o�us o� � �e��� �� o�her �ords, �he �heme is �he 

�ru� o� �he m���er �h�� �he �ri�er u�r��els �o his �udie��e� 

���ordi�� �o �m�e�hi �1���, p� �0�, �hem��i���io� is �� 

issue �h�� is �o��er�ed �i�h �he �heme o� �e��� �e s���es 

�h��,�“the�theme�is�the�ma�or�or�central�i�ea�in�a�particular�

story� or� literary��or��.��e��ent� further� to� a��� that� the�

��hie�eme�� o� �he �heme is �he pre � o��up��io� o� �he 

�ri�er� �o bu��ress his poi��, he �sser�s �h�� �he �heme o� 

�la� �otimi’s��e ���s ��e ��� �� �la�e is 

�pre�eterminism’.��n�the�literary�perception�an��use�of�the�

�ord �hem��i���io�, �here seems �o be � de�ree o� 

rel��ed�ess or simil�ri�� i� �he ide� o� �h��  ��hem��i�ed 

�o�s�i�ue�� is i� s������ �his simil�ri�� �omes �rom �he 

���� �h�� �hem��i�ed �o�s�i�ue��s i� � se��e��e �orms �he 

�o�us or �u�leus o� �o��ers��io�, �hile �he o�her p�r�s o� 

�he se��e��e ��he rheme� m��e �omme�� o� �he �heme 

��opi�� o� �he se��e��e� �� �he o�her h��d i� li�er��ure i� 

�he s�me �ei�, �he �hem��i�ed issue i� � pie�e o� �ri�i�� 

is �he �opi� or �o�us o� �he �e�er�l �o��ers��io� i� �he �e��� 

�he �o��r�s� lies i� �he ���� �h�� �he �hem��i�ed �o�s�i�ue�� 

i� s����� is �o��er�ed �i�h � p�r� o� se��e��e �h�� is 

s�ressed, �hile �h�� o� �he li�er�r� s�udies is �o��er�ed 

�i�h �he �e��r�l mess��e �h�� �he �ri�er ����s �o p�ss 

��ross his �o his �udie��e�

Accor�ing�to��’��ra�y,��.,�Archibal�,��.,�Aronoff,��.,�

��d �ees��iller,��.,�(2001,�p.�2��),�“themati�ation�refers�

�o �he �hem��i� roles Nps pl�� i� se��e��es su�h �s� ��e��, 

p��ie��, i�s�rume��, p��h, lo���io� e� �e�er� e� 

cetera�.�hemati�ation�referre��to�here�has�to��o��ith�the�

�e�ume�� roles �h�� is �ssi��ed �o �omi��ls b� �he ���ure 

o� �he �he��� role �ssi��er ��he �erb� �i�h �hi�h �he� �o�

o��ur i� � �o�s�ru��io�� �his ho�e�er, is �o� �he ide� o� 

�hem��i���io� �h�� is �o�sidered i� �his p�per� �he 

per�ep�io� �ollo�ed i� �his p�per o� �he �erm, 

��e�a�i�a�i�n is �h�� �hi�h re�ers �o �o�s�i�ue��s �h�� �re 

pro�e��ed i� ��� p�r� o� � se��e��e i� order �o e��e�� � 

�ommu�i���i�e�o�s�r�s�, emph�sis or s�ress�

���ordi�� �o ����he�s �200�, p� �0��, �hem��i���io� 

re�ers �o h��i�� �he role o� ��e�e� From his �sser�io�, �his 

me��s h��i�� �he role o� �o�us o� �ommu�i���io�, poi�� 

o� emph�sis, s�ress, or �e��re o� i��eres� i� � p�r�i�ul�r p�r� 

o� � se��e��e����i�, ����he�s �200�, p� �0�� usi�� �he 

�ord ��e�ei� rel��io� �o �hem��i���io� �sser�s �h�� �he 

��e�e o� � se��e��e is �h�� p�r� o� � se��e��e 
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�orrespo�di�� �o �h�� �he se��e��e �s � �hole is �ll �bou�, 

�hile �he o�her p�r�s �re �omme��s o� �he �hem��i�ed 

structure”.�Looking�at�Matthews’s�assertion,�the���e�e o� 

� se��e��e ��� o��ur i� ��� p�r� o� �he se��e��e, bu� �he 

s�ressed p�r� o� �he se��e��e is �he �hem��i� p�r�� �hus, 

�rom his �sser�io�s o�e ��� i��er �h�� �he �hem��i� p�r� is 

�lso e�ui��le�� �o �he �opi� o� �o��ers��io��

Ndimele �200�, p� �0�,  i� rel��io� �o �hem��i���io�, 

asserts� that:� “Thematic�meaning� is� the� type�of�meaning�

�hi�h �� e�pressio� �o��e�s depe�di�� o� ho� �he 

spe��er or���i�es his mess��e i� �erms o� orderi��, �o�us, 

and� emphasis”.� He� went� on� to� add� that� in� certain�

si�u��io�s, � spe��er m�� de�ide �o m��e o�e p�r� o� �he 

se��e��e �ommu�i���i�el� promi�e�� o�er ��d �bo�e 

o�her surrou�di�� �ords i� �he s�me se��e��e� Ndimele 

�o�es �h�� �he di��ere�� ���s o� ��hie�i�� �ommu�i���i�e 

promi�e��e i� � se��e��e �re �hrou�h 

�o��li���io�,�opi��li���io� or �hrou�h �he use o� �er��i� 

prosodi� �e��ures su�h �s: s�ress ��d i��o���io�� �he ide� 

o� �hem��i���io� �bo�e b�Ndimele �200��,is �er� mu�h 

�he per�ep�io� o� �hem��i���io� i� �his p�per�

From �he i��er�e� sour�e, ��r�oli �2001, p�1�, re�ers �o 

�hem��i���io� �s �ore�rou�di�����r�oli �l�ssi�ies 

se��e��es i��o �o�s�ru��io��l oper��io� ��d �o� –

�o�s�ru��io� oper��io�� �he �o�s�ru��io��l oper��io�s 

re�er �o m�r�ed or �hem��i�ed s�ru��ures �hile �he �o� –

�o�s�ru��io��l oper��io�s re�er �o �eu�r�l or u�m�r�ed 

�u��hem��i�ed� s�ru��ures���r�oli �o�es �h�� some o�  �he 

�o�s�ru��io��l oper��io�s i� hum�� l���u��e i��lude: 

�e�� �islo���io� ����, �opi��li���io� �����, 

��ssi�i���io� ������, �le�� �o�s�ru��io� ����, �seudo –

�le�� �o�s�ru��io� ����� ��d �he pro�ess �h�� mo�es 

�d�erbi�ls o� �ll �i�ds le����rd m�� be �ermed �s �d�u��� 

Fro��i�� ��F�� �his p�per, ��rees �i�h ��r�oli �h�� 

�hem��i���io� is e��e��ed �hrou�h �o�s�ru��io��l 

oper��io�s o� o�e �i�d or �he o�her�  �� �his p�per o�esh�ll  

use�s mu�h �s possible illus�r��io�s i� �he N��� – ��bo �o 

demo�s�r��e �herm��i���io� �hrou�h �he �o�s�ru��io��l 

oper��io�s i� �he di�le��� �o�e�er, i� �ill be impor���� �o 

me��io� �h�� �he use o� p�ssi�e s�ru��ures i� �he N��� –

��bo ��d m�� be ��bo i� �e�er�l is impossible due �o �he 

poor i��le�io��l �bili�� o� �he ��bo �erbs, ��d �he i��bili�� 

o� �he �r��si�i�e �erbs �o h��e � p�ssi�e �orm� 

��o�her i�si�h� �rom �he i��er�e� b� �omero ��d �ori� 
�h��p:�������oo�le��om����url��h��p:��ei�h�mu�ir���F�
b�sed o� �heir s�ud�o� �e�ere��i�l �e�o��m� s���e 
that,thematization� is� a� “syntactic� strategy� in� assigning�

i��orm��io��l promi�e��e i� clause� structures”.� The�
e�pl����io� o� �his �ill be �h�� �hem��i���io� is o��e� 
�ou�d i� se��e��es� �he� �e�� o� �o �dd �h�� �he �hem��i� 
�ppro��h �o phr�ses sheds li�h� o� �he m�r�ed �ord order 
o� eleme��s i� � �ou� phr�se �N�� �hi�h i��re�ses �he 
de�ree o� promi�e��e o� � �ompo�e�� N�� ���ordi�� �o 
�hem, �he� �sser� �h�� �e�ere��i�l �e�o��m� is � �hem��i� 
s�r��e�� i� s������i� s�ru��ures, �here �� N� is m�r�ed b� 
�he e��h���e o� modi�ier – he�d s������i� �u���io�s, or b� 
omissio� ��d suppl�����io� o� �he he�d� �o illus�r��e 
�e�ere��i�l �e�o��m� �s � me��s o� �hem��i���io�, �he� 
�i�e �he e��mples belo�:

2�� �h�� sill� le��urer does �o� s�� ����hi�� 

i��eres�i���

b� �h�� sill� o� � le��urer does �o� s�� ����hi�� 

i��eres�i������r�ed b� e��h���e o� modi�ier 

he�d �u���io�s��

��� �he �us�omer o� �he h�m s��d�i�h is ��i�i�� 

�or his �he���

b� �he h�m s��d�i�h is ��i�i�� �or his �he��� 

���r�ed b� omissio� ��d suppl�����io� o� 

�he he�d��

They�argue�that�“the�motivation�for�this�type�of�marked�

s�ru��ures is �he �ssi��me�� o� promi�e��e �o �he �e� 

information�in�the�NP”.�Romero�and�Soria�went�further�to�

s�� �h�� o� �ourse, �ll �hese �hem��i� s�ru��ures �re 

ide��i�ied �he� �he� �re i� �o��e��� �heir mo�i���io� �he� 

argue� again� “is� communicative� and� pragmatically�

depe�dent”.� These� operations� theyfurhter� added� “are�

��hie�ed, �mo�� o�her �hi��s b� re�li�i�� �h�� i� �he 

e��mples �bo�e, �here is � m�r�ed or �b�orm�l 

prese����io� o� �he i��orm��io�, ��d �h�� i� re�ere��i�l 

me�o��m�, �here is usu�ll� � pr��m��i� ��o��e��u�l� 

pro�ess o� re�o�er� o� � dele�ed N� �s i� ��b� �bo�e� 

Thus,�they�define�Metonymy�as�“a�marked�noun�phrase�in�

�hi�h � p�r� o� � res�ri��i�e modi�ier h�s bee� �hem��i�ed� 

�mpli�i�l� �his me��s �h�� �e�ere��i�l �e�o��m� is 

res�ri��ed �o �ou� phr�ses �here s������i� oper��io�s h��e 

���e� pl��e �or �ommu�i���i�e pro�e��io� o� � p�r��

�omero ��d �ori� �lso poi��ed ou� �h�� s�ru��ures �h�� �re 

�hem��i�ed �re: �he i��erro���i�e se��e��e, imper��i�e 

se��e��e, p�ssi�i�ed s�ru��ures, e��r�posed s�ru��ures, 

s�ru��ures �h�� h��e �o�e �hrou�h �ou�h mo�eme��, 

�le��i�� ��d �here�i�serio��
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���i�� brie�l� see� some o� �he li�er��ures �h�� re�er �o 

the�notion�of�‘Thematization’,�one�would�not�fail�to�recap�

�he e�rlier de�l�r��io�, �h�� �his p�per is �o��er�ed �i�h 

�hem��i���io� �s i� �o��er�s �he pl��eme�� o� N�� �o � 

�o��l poi�� �here i� is m�de �he �opi� ��u�leus� o� 

�ommu�i���io��  �he s�hem� belo� prese��s � di��r�m �o 

sho� �he posi�io� o� � �hem��i�ed �o�s�i�ue�� �i�hi� � 

se��e��e�

�

�hem��i���io� ��d��o�us

��opi�� �i�e��

�heme ��omme��, Ne�, �redi���e, �ompleme���

�he di��r�m �bo�e i�di���es �h�� �hem��i�ed s�ru��ures 

�re usu�ll� �� se��e��e i�i�i�l or �i��l posi�io� �or 

i��orm��io��l d���mism� �� �lso sho�s �h�� �he 

�hem��i�ed �o�s�i�ue�� ��� �lso be ��lled �he �opi� or �he 

�i�e�� �he rheme �rom �he s�hem� �bo�e, ��� be re�erred 

�o �s �he �omme��, �e�, predi���e or �ompleme�� o� �he 

se��e��e� From �he di��r�m �bo�e, o�e ��� �lso see �h�� 

��d – �o�us is � s������i� pro�ess o� del�� i� �he 

re�el��io� o� �he �e��re o� �ommu�i���io� �� �he e�d o�  

�se��e��e� �� �his �o�e, o�e mo�es o� �o �i�e � brie� 

b����rou�d o� �he � – ��r �heor� o� phr�s�l ���l�sis o� 

�hi�h d��� o� �his p�per �ill be ���l�sed�

�he �o�io� o� � – ��r �heor� ��s �irs� i��rodu�ed i��o 

�r�mm��i��l ���l�sis b� �homs�� �1��0� i� his �r�i�le 

titled� “Remarks� on� Nominalization”� and� was� later�

e�p��ded b� ����e�do�� �1���� i� � mo�o�r�ph e��i�led 

“X�– Syntax”.�The�major�concerns�of�the�X�– ��r �heor� 

�re: �o ���ou�� �or �ord order, �o de�ermi�e �he

�o��i�ur��io� o� �he � – s�ru��ure, �o de�ermi�e �he 

dire��io� o� mo�eme�� i� �here is ���, �o demo�s�r��e 

�o�s�r�i��s i� �he mo�eme�� o� s�ru��ur�l �o�s�i�ue��s, �o 

de�ermi�e �he s�ru��ur�l rel��io�ship be��ee� �he he�d o� 

� �o�s�ru��io� ��d o�her members o� �he �o�s�ru��io� su�h 

�s: de�ermi�ers, �ompleme��s ��d �d�u���s, �o re�o��i�e 

i��ermedi��e ���e�ories li�e: �N�, V�, ��, ���, �hi�h �re 

l�r�er �h�� �he �ermi��l le�i��l ���e�ories� �N, V, �, �� 

bu� sm�ller �h�� �he phr�s�l ���e�ories su�h �s: �N�, V�,

��, ��� ��d so o���he � – ��r s�hem� �or phr�se s�ru��ure 

���l�sis �s proposed b� �homs�� ��d his �sso�i��es 

proposed is s�hem��i�ed i� �he �ollo�i�� �ree di��r�m� 

���

����� ��

� �ompl�

���� Ndimele, 200�, p� ���
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�� �he �bo�e �o��i�ur��io�, ��� is �he m��im�l pro�e��io� 

��m�� or ��� o� �he le�i��l he�d �, �hi�h �or i�s����e m�� 

re�er �o su�h ���e�ories li�e: �� �i��le��io� pro�e��io�� ��d 

�� ��ompleme��i�er�� �he he�d o� � pro�e��io� is �he o�l� 

obli���or� �o�s�i�ue�� o� �he pro�e��io�� �� is �he u�i� upo� 

�hi�h o�her �o�s�i�ue��s �re depe�de��� �hese o�her 

�o�s�i�ue��s merel� modi�� or limi� �he re�ere��e o� �he 

he�d� �he ����� �spe�i�ier o� ��, re�ers �o su�h �hi��s �s 

de�ermi�ers �hi�h modi�� �he he�d� �ompl�, re�ers �o 

�o�s�i�ue��s �hi�h �he he�d ��� be sub���e�ori�ed �or� � 

pro�o��pi��l �ompl� o� �m�� i� �he ��se o� �he V�, is �he 

ob�e��� �he �ompl� o� � pro�e��io� is �s � resul� o� �he 

i�here�� proper�� o� i�s he�d� �� �his p�per, o�e sh�ll 

represe�� �he m��im�l pro�e��io� o� ��� ���e�or� �s �� 

��d prese�� � rule re�ri�i�� �� �s �ollo�s:

��� �� ����� �1

b�  �1 � �ompl�

From �he �bo�e, �he rule re�ri�i�� � mi�im�l se��e��e ��� be represe��ed �hus:

��� ��  N� ����1

b� �1 � ��� V�

�� V�  V1 – �N�� ���� ���� ����

d� V1 V— �N�� ���� ���� ����

e� N� ���� N1

�� N1 ���� ���� ���� ���� �� N

�he ��b�r s�ru��ure e�u�ll� i��ludes �he �ompleme��i�er 

�ode� �he �ompleme��i�er s�ru��ure���� h�s � ��s �he 

he�d, � �� �ompleme��, ��d �� emp�� spe�i�ier posi�io�� 

�he �omleme��i�er �ode houses �ues�io� p�r�i�les �or 

l���u��es �h�� h��e o�er� pho�olo�i��l ��m�r�ers, i� is 

�lso �he si�e �or �he pl��eme�� o� �o��u���io�s� �i�hi� �he 

��b�r �heor�, i� h�s bee� �r�ued �h�� sub�e��s �re 

u�derl�i��l� �e�er��ed i� �he predi���e� �his ide� is ��lled 

V��i��er��l sub�e�� h�po�hesis� �he mo�i���io� �or �he 

V��i��er��l sub�e�� h�po�hesis is �h�� �he �erb is �he �he�� 

role �ssi��er i� e�er� s������i� �o�s�ru��io�� �hus, i� ��

b�r �ree di��r�m �or � l���u��e li�e �rish �here is � s�r�i�h� 

�or��rd i�s����e o�  V �o � mo�eme��, �hile �or �V� 

l���u��es li�e ���lish, Fre��h, ��d V�r�� �here �he 

sub�e�� pre�ededs � ��e�se�, �he sub�e�� ��s mo�e �rom �he 

spe�i�ier o� V� �o �he spe�i�ier o� ��� ���� ��r�ie 200�, p� 

20�� 2����

���i�� see� �he b����rou�d o� �he �heor� o� �he phr�se 

m�r�ers �h�� sh�ll be used �or �he ���l�siso� d��� i� �his 

p�per, o�e ��� �o� prese�� �hem��i���io� i� �he N��� –

��bo s����� i� �he �e�� se��io��

��� T������������ �� N����I���

�� �his se��io� o� �he p�per, o�e �ill �o�sider: �e�� –

dislo���io�, �opi��li���io�, �le��i�� �seudo��le��i�� ��d 

�mper��i�i���io� �s possible ���s o� re�li�i�� 

�hem��i���io� i� �he N��� – ��bo�

���� � ����������� �� N��� � I���

According�to�Ndimele�(����,�p.�����,�“Lef� – dislo���io� 

is � le����rd mo�eme�� o� ��d �� N� �rom �he 

�ompleme�� �o � �o��l poi�� i� �he sub�e�� posi�io� i� � 

se��e��e, �here �he le�� – dislo���ed phr�se is pi��ed up 

b� � pro�ou�, �i�h �he preposed eleme�� �s i�s 

antecedent”.�The�dislocated�consti�ue�� is �he �hem��i�ed 

se�me�� �hi�h h�s be�ome i��orm��i�e ��d sem���i��ll� 

promi�e�� �s opposed �o o�her surrou�di�� �o�s�i�ue��s 

�i�hi� �he s�me �o�s�ru��io��

T�� ��������������� S������ �� N����I���

��� ��he� n���e�re� ���om� ��������

��hepr – �i�e – p�s� ��iom� boo���

��he ���e ��iom� � boo��

����



International�Journal�of�Integrati�e��u�ani����ol������o�����June�������I�����������������

�

�
�

b� ��he�i�in���e�re� ���om� �������� 

���he he�she pr – �i�e � p�s� ��iom� boo��� 

‘�che�he�she�gave��zioma�the��ook’.

���� is �� u�m�r�ed �o�s�ru��io�� ��b� �bo�e h�s � le�� –

dislo���ed sub�e��� �he le�� – dislo���ed sub�e�� le��es 

behi�d �� o�er� �r��e o� i�sel� �� �he �����ed si�e ��d i� is 

mo�ed �o ����� posi�io�� �his �r��e�� ‘he’,�assumes�the�

sub�e�� role o� �he se��e��e� �he preposed eleme�� �hi�h 

is e��r���ed �rom ����� �� posi�io� is mo�ed i��o ���� 

– �� posi�io� �hi�h is �he ul�im��e l��di�� si�e �or i���he 

mo�ed sub�e�� ��d i�s �r��e �re �oi�de�ed�

T�� ��������������� ������ O����� �� N����I���

��� ��he� e���e �re�l� �a��pa� �hu��

���hepr – ���e – p�s� – per�� ��� �h���

‘�che � has�taken�that��ag’.

b�  ���p��hu�i��h� e���e �r�l� ��i� 

�boo� �h�� ��hepr – ���e – p�s� – per�� i�� 

‘That��ag,��che�has�taken�it.

From �he �bo�e, o�e obser�es �h�� �he� �he ob�e�� N� is 

e��r���ed ��d mo�ed i��o ���� – �� posi�io�, �� o�er� 

�r��e i� �he ��se o� i� �omes up� �� ��b� �his �r��e is �a� ‘it’.�

�he preposed �o�s�i�ue�� is �oi�de�ed �i�h �he o�er� �r��e 

and�they�are��oth�in�a���– �h�i� o� �he �hem��i� �u���io�

o� p��ie�� �ob�e���� �hus,a™kpa ™ ‘�ag’�inherits�the���– role 

o� p��ie�� b� �he i�heri����e o� i�s �r��e� ��e mus� 

me��io� �h�� �he preposed �o�s�i�ue�� i� ��b� is mo�ed 

�rom �� i��er��l � – posi�io� ��r�ume��� i��o �� � ” �� 

�arred��position.��‘An�A� b�rredposi�io�, is � posi�io� �or 

which�neither�case�nor���– role is �ssi���ble� �o�e�er, 

�he s������i� oper��io� mo�ed �he ob�e�� i��o ��������o 

e��e�� � sem���i� promi�e��e o� �he mo�ed ob�e�� �s �he 

�heme ��u�leus� o� �o��ers��io� �� se��e��e i�i�i�l 

posi�io��

T�� ��������������� I������� O����� �� N����I���

��� �b� ����r� �dh� ��h��

��bi pr – �i�e – p�s� �dh� mo�e��

�bi ���e �dh� some mo�e��

b� �dh�i, �b� ����r� ��i��h��

��dh�, �bi pr – �i�e – p�s� her mo�e��

‘Adha,���i�gave�her�some�money’.

���

��

������� �l

N�         �omp         ��

�dh�i ��            �l

��he     ��s�        V�

�r� �sub�Vl

Vl ��

V        ��        OO

N�e   ��ie�ho

Fi��1:    �i��r�m illus�r��i�� �he le�� dislo���io� o� �he dire�� ob�e�� i� N������bo

����
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�� ��b� �he le�� – dislo���ed i�dire�� ob�e�� beh��es i� �he 

s�me ��� �s �he le�� – dislo���ed dire�� ob�e��� �he le�� –

dislo���ed i�dire�� ob�e�� is obli���oril� mo�ed i��o ���� 

– �� posi�io� �rom �he predi���e �here i� le��es behi�d �� 

overt� trace.�The�preposed�constituent� in� (���� is� in� a���

�h�i� �i�h i�s �r��e ��d b� �he i�heri����e o� i�s �r��e, i� 

re��i�s i�s d��i�e �u���io� i� �he se��e��e bu� �i�h � 

�re��er �ommu�i���i�e s�ress o� i� i� i�s prese�� posi�io� 

�s �he �e��re o� �he dis�ourse�

T������������� �� N��� � I���

According� to� Radford� (����,� p.� ����,� “Topicalization�

e�hibi�s �he ��pi��l mo�eme�� proper�� o� le��i�� � ��p 

at� the� extraction� of� the� rule�”.� This� means� that� in�

�opi��li���io�, o�e e�pe��s �o see �� emp�� ��p �� �he si�e 

of� extraction� of� an� item� in� a� sentence.� The� ‘rule’� here,�

re�ers �o �he mo�ed �o�s�i�ue�� o� � �o�s�ru��io�� Ndimele 

(����,� p.� ����� notes� that� “Topicalization� is� a� syntactic�

pro�ess, i� �hi�h some �ommu�i���i�e promi�e��e is 

pl��ed o� � p�r�i�ul�r �o�s�i�ue�� o� � se��e��e o�er ��d 

�bo�e �he surrou�di�� �o�s�i�ue��s �i�hi� �he s�me 

se��e��e�  �hus,� �opi��li�ed �o�s�i�ue�� h�s �re��er 

emph�sis o�er �he �o�� �opi��li�ed o�es i� �he s�me 

�o�s�ru��io��Ndimele �lso obser�es �h��  �opi��li���io� 

i��ol�es �he mo�eme�� o� � �omi��l ���e�or� i��o �he 

�������� �his implies �h�� �opi��li�ed�o�s�i�ue��s  �re 

�l���s mo�ed �o se��e��e i�i�i�l posi�io���elo� �re 

e��mples o� �opi��li���io� i� N������bo:

T�� T���������� ������ ������ �� N����I���

��� � �h�ro� m�����

��� ���� � – r � me soup��

‘��want�some�soup’.

b� ���i l� � �h� �r��� ��i�

��oup �h�� me ���� �r��e�

‘�t�is�soup�that���want’.

��              � �����he � l���h��ro�� m�����

���   �omp� ���� � – r � me soup��

‘���that�want�some�soup’.

From �he ���l�sis �bo�e i� ��b�, �he ob�e�� ��fe � ‘soup’,�is�

mo�ed �rom i�s posi�io� i� �he �ompleme�� i��o �he ���� 

– �� posi�io� �i� �opi��li���io�� �he� �he ob�e�� N� is 

mo�ed, i� le��es behi�d �� emp�� �r��e �� �he e��r���io� 

si�e� From �he ���l�sis �or, ��b�, o�e obser�es �h�� �he� 

m��i�� �� ob�e�� � �opi�, � �ompleme��i�erla ™ ‘that’�

sur���es �o i��rodu�e �he �e�� �l�use� ���� is �� i�s����e 

o� �opi��li�i�� �he sub�e�� o� �he se��e��e �hi�h resul�ed 

i� u��r�mm��i��l �o�s�ru��io�� �his sho�s �h�� sub�e��s 

i� N������bo ����o� be �opi��li�ed�

T�� T���������� I������� O����� �� N����I���

10�� ��e� ��u� ����r� �����m� ������

���epr – bu� – �ir – rv��uy’�Nneoma�dress�.

‘�ze��ought�a�dress�for�Nneoma’.

b� ����m� l� ��� ��� ���r� ������

�N�eom� �h�� ��epr – b���dir�r��e���ress��

‘�t�is�Nneoma�that��ze��ought�a�dress�for’.

From �he ���l�sis �bo�e,i� �10b�, �he d��i�e ob�e�� 

N�eom�, ��s mo�ed �rom i�s posi�io� i� �he �ompleme�� 

immedi��el� ���er �he �erb, i��o �he ���� – �� posi�io� 

�here �he �hem��i���io� ���es pl��e� �his mo�eme�� o� 

�he i�dire�� ob�e�� brou�h� �bou� �he �ompleme��i�erla�

‘that’� which� introduces� the� clause� that� acts� as� a�

�ompleme�� �o �he mo�ed �o�s�i�ue��� From �ll 

i�di���io�s, i� is o�l� �he ob�e�� ��d �he i�dire�� ob�e�� �h�� 

��� be �opi��li�ed i� �he di�le��� � possible e�pl����io� 

�or �he i��bili�� o� �he sub�e�� �o be �opi��li�ed is �h�� ��� 

�ou� phr�se i� �he sub�e�� posi�io� is �lre�d� �ssumed �o 

be �opi��li�ed� �hus, o�l� N�s �rom �he predi���e ��� be 

�opi��li�ed� 

�������� �� N��� � I���

�hem��i���io� ��� �lso be ��hie�ed �hrou�h �le��i��� 

�le��i�� rules ���ordi�� �o �ro�� ��d �iller �1���, p� 

�����“involve�the�distri�ution�of�the�constituent�of�some�

proposition�into�a�copular�sentence”.�To�illustrate �le��i�� 

��d pseudo – �le��i�� �he� ���e �he e��mples belo��

����
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11�� � �m �er� �o�d o� ��r�ip���

b� It’s�Marzipan�that�I’m�very�fond�of.(clefting).

�� Marzipan�is�what�I’m�very�fond�of.�(Pseudo�

– �le��i���

��le��ed se��e��e i� �he N��� – ��bo, is � se��e��e 

m�r�ed b� � se��e��e – i�i�i�l o�� b� �� ‘i� is’.� �he 

e��iro�me�� immedi��el� ���er �he �opul�r bu™ ‘is’�(be),�is�

�he l��di�� si�e �or ��� le�i��l eleme�� or �o�s�i�ue�� �h�� 

is �o be �i�e� �ommu�i���i�e promi�e��e i� � �lel�� –

�o�s�ru��io�� �he �o�us m�r�er ��bu ™ ‘it� is’� in� Ngwa,� is�

used �or �o��r�s�i�e �o�usi��� �elo�, �re e��mples o� 

�o�s�i�ue��s �h�� ��� be �hem��i�ed �hrou�h �o�us 

m�r�i�� �i��le��i���

T�� ������� S������ �� N����I���

12�� �dh� ��u� ��r������ �s�� ��

��dh�pr – bu� – r� s��r���

‘�dha�bought�a�scarf’.

b� � bu� ��dh� ��u� �ru� � ���� �s�� ��

��� is �dh�pr – bu� – r� s��r���

�� is �dh� �h�� bou�h� �he s��r��

�� ��� b� �dh� mb� ���� � ™�u �™ru ™� � ��i ™�si ���

��� is �h�� pr – be perso� pr – bu� – r� s��r���

‘It�is��dha,�that�is �he perso� �ho bou�h� �he 

scarf’.

�12�� is �he u�derl�i�� se��e��e �rom �hi�h �12b� ��d 

�12�� �re respe��i�el� deri�ed �rom� �12�� is deri�ed �rom 

�12b�� �� �12b�, �here is � ��se o� si��le �o�usi��, �hile 

�12�� is � ��se o� repe��ed �o�usi��� �� �ould be obser�ed 

�h�� �he repe��ed �o�usi�� i� N��� resul�s i� � �omple� 

�� ��ompleme��i�er pro�e��io��� �� is �or�h� �o �o�e �h�� 

i� �12b�, �he N� i� ���� – �� posi�io�  le��es behi�d � 

�ull �r��e �� �he e��r���io� si�e� �his �r��e h�s � �e��ure 

be��use i� ���es �he posi�io� o� �he sub�e�� i� �he m��ri� 

clause� as� its� antecedent.� �he� trace� ‘t’� and� the� moved�

constituent�are�in�a���– �h�i�� �he �hem��i�ed �o�s�i�ue�� 

� ™��a � has�the���– role o� ��e��� �he �e� posi�io� o� �he 

mo�ed i�em, sho�s �h�� �he �o��er� o� �he spe��er is �or 

�he lis�e�er ��he �udie��e� �o ��o� �h�� i� is solel� � ™��a �

�h�� is respo�sible �or �he ���io� �o���i�ed i� �he �l�use� 

�� �he ��se o� �he repe��ed �o�usi��, �he 

preposed��e��,�™��a� is mo�ed �rom ����� �� posi�io� 

i��o ��o�her ���� – �� posi�io�� �� �he se�o�d 

mo�eme��, �� o�er� �r��e or �oordi���e �omi��l ��n�e � is 

le�� behi�d �� �he ����� �� posi�io� �rom �hi�h � ™��a� is 

mo�ed� �his is � �i�d o� su��essi�e ���li� mo�eme��� 

�his �op – �o – �op mo�eme�� is �o pre�e�� � lo�� �ump 

or �he �iol��io� o� sub���e��� �hi�h s���es �h�� ��� si��le 

mo�eme�� oper��io� should �o� �ross more �h�� o� 

bou�di�� �ode� �� o�her �ords, mo�eme��s should �o� be 

�oo ��r ���� �rom �he si�e o� e��r���io�� �hus, mo�eme�� 

i� sm�ller hops is be��er �h�� lo�� �umps�  ��e obser�es 

�h�� i� �12b – ��, �h�� �he prese��e o� �he i�i�i�l �o�us 

m�r�er � �bu ™, ‘it� is’,� heightens� the� communicative�

promi�e��e, he��e, �12�� is more emph��i� �h�� �12b� ��d 

�12�� is sem���i��ll� more promi�e�� �h�� �12b��

T��������� ������ O����� �� N����I���

1��� ��bi ™ �™r�™r� ™�p��

��bi pr – li�� – r� or���e��

‘�bi�lic�ed�the�orange’.

b� ��� bu �� �p� l� ��bi ™ �™r�™r� ™�

��� is or���e �h�� �bi pr – li�� – r���

‘It�is�orange�that��bi�lic�ed’.

�� �� � bu �� �p�im� bu� �h��i�b� � ™r� ™r� ™�

��� is or���e pr – is �hi�� �bi pr – li�� – r��

‘It�is�orange�that�is�the�thing�that��bi�lic�ed’.

1�d�

1���
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Fi�� 2:   �i��r�m illus�r��i�� double �o�usi�� o� � �le��ed dire�� ob�e��

�� �1�b – ��, o�e obser�es �h�� �le��i�� i� �hose se��e��es 

i��ol�es mo�eme�� �rom �he �ompleme�� �predi���e� 

posi�io� i� ���� – �� �hi�h is ��lled �op posi�io��

�oi��li���io�pos�i�io��� �he preposed �o�s�i�ue�� i� 

���� – ������op�enters�into�a���– role �i�h i�s �r��e i� �he 

vacated� site.� �he� trace� inherits� the� �� – role o� p��ie�� 

�ob�e��� �hi�h is be�ue��hed �o i� b� i�s 

oper��ore�pe™,‘orange’�in�thepreceding���P�����.���– role 

i�heri����e is possible, be��use �he �r��e ��d i�s oper��or 

are� in� a��� – �h�i� li��� �� �his ��se, o�e obser�es �h�� 

�he� mo�eme�� is �rom �he �ompleme�� posi�io� i� 

N���, �he �ompleme��i�erla™ ‘that’� is� introduced�

immedi��el� ���er �he preposed �o�s�i�ue��� �his 

�ompleme��i�er, i��rodu�es �he �l�use �h�� ���s �s � 

�ompleme�� �o �he preposed eleme���

�� �1���, �he �ompleme��i�erla™ ‘that’,� is�obliterated.�he�

re�so� �or  �he obli�er��io� is be��use ��n�e � ‘who’,�and�la ™

‘that,�are�both�complimentizers�in�the�dialect.��ence,�their 

use i� �d��e�� posi�io� �ill resul� i� �� u��r�mm��i��l 

�o�s�ru��io�� �he �omi��l i� �he ul�im��e �le��i�� bi�ds 

�he i��ermedi��e �omi��l �h�� o��urs i� ���� – �� 

posi�io� o� �he se�o�d i�s����e o� ��� �his i��ermedi��e 

�omi��l �hi�h o��urs i� �� � – posi�io�, bi�ds �he �r��e 

�� �he ori�i��l e��r���io� si�e� �he su��essi�e bi�di�� 

oper��io� i� �he preposed �o�s�i�ue�� is possible be��use 

o� �he o�er� re�ere��e i� �he �orms o�  ��bu™‘�it�is’�and�� �n�e �

‘who’�that�co�re�ere��e �o e��h o�her� �hus, i� �1���, �here 

is � �omple� �� �o��i�ur��io�� ��e �lso obser�es �h�� �he 

pro�ou� ��e�‘something’� is� the�attracted�nominal�which�

redupli���es �he ob�e��e�pe ™ ‘orange’.

T��������� I������� O����� �� N��� � I���

1��� ��h� ������r� � ���u� ����o� ���

���hepr – bu� – �ir – r� me boo��

‘�che�bought�a�boo��for�me’.

b� �� � b� �i l� ��h� ��u� ���ra� �i���u� ���o� ��

��� be me �h�� ��hepr – bu� – �ir – r� boo���

‘It�is�me�that��che�bought�the�boo��for’.

��  �� � bu™��i m™b�™����i��he � ™�u ™���™r� ™�i� ���u ™���o ���

��� be me pr – be perso� ��hepr – bu� – �ir 

– r� boo���

‘I�am�the�person�that��che�bought�the�boo��

for’.

1���
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From �he illus�r��io�s �bo�e, �1�b – �� �re deri�ed �rom 

�1��� �hi�h is �he u�m�r�ed s�ru��ure� �he i�dire�� ob�e�� 

o� �he be�e����i�e �erb �u ™ ‘buy’�has�been�brought�to�focus�

��hem��i�ed� �rom i�s posi�io� i� �he predi���e i��o �he 

���� – �� posi�io�� �he �o�us m�r�er � �bu ™ ‘it�is’,�as�usual�

is �he mo�eme�� �ri��er� �he pro�ou� �� ‘me’�in�(��b�– �� 

plays�the���– role ��he�� ��omi��l��r�ume�� role� o� bei�� 

�he be�e����i�e e��i�� ��omi��l�� �his be�e����i�e role is 

�lso �ssi��ed �o i�s �r��e �� �he si�e o� e��r���io� b� 

�ore�ere��e ��d �oi�de���io�� �� o�her �ords, i� �1�b –

��, �� ‘me’is� in� an��� – chain�with� a��� role o� i�dire�� 

ob�e���

T�� ������� V��� ������ �� N����I���

�he �erb phr�se is �he predi���e o� � �o�s�ru��io�� �his 

m�� be �he �erb �lo�e or �he �erb ��d i�s �omi��l or 

�d�erbi�l �ompleme��s� �� �he N��� – ��bo, �he �erb

phr�se ��� be �hem��i�ed �hrou�h �le�� �o�s�ru��io�s�

���mple:

1��� �e�l��hin��a�ra� ��h� ��

��ele�hipr – �o – r� �ood�

‘�elechi�went�to�fetch�firewood’

b� �� � bu����� ™��h� �i la� ��el��hin��a�ra��i�

��� be �ire�ood �h�� �ele�hipr – �o – r��

�� is �ire�ood �h�� �ele�hi �e�� �o �e��h�

�� �he N��� – ��bo, �he� � �erb is �o�used, i� is 

i��i�i�i�ed� �� is i��eres�i�� �o �o�e �h�� i� N��� �he 

i��i�i�i�ed �erb ��he �hem��i�ed �erb phr�se�, ����o� be 

�o�used �i�hou� �he ob�e�� bei�� mo�ed �lo�� �i�h i� �s 

i� i�ga™ n �k�u � ‘to�fetch�firewood’.��his,�reflects�the�bound�

���ure o� �he ��bo �erbs �o � �ollo�i�� �omi��l �hi�h 

helps �o �omple�e �he me��i�� o� �he �erb� �� �he e��mple 

�bo�e, o�e obser�es �h�� �he� �he �erb phr�se is mo�ed 

i��o ���� – �� posi�io�, i� le��es behi�d �� i�s e��r���io� 

si�e � re�ere�� �����phori�� �erb o� i�s ��pe�h�� is 

sem���i��ll� ide��i��l �i�h i�� �he preposed �o�s�i�ue�� 

��d i�s �r��e �re �oi�de�ed�

A�������������� ��N��� � I���

���ordi�� �o �or�b� �200�, p� 1��, �� �d�u��� is �an�

�d�erb or � phr�se �h�� �dds me��i�� �o �he �erb i� � 

sentence� or� part� of� a� sentence�.�Matthews� (����,� p.� �)�

asserts�that�an�ad�unct�is��any�element�in�thestructure�of�a�

clause�which�is�not�part�of�its�nucleus�.�Matthews�went�

o� �o �dd �h�� �d�u���s i��lude �d�erbi�ls o� m���er, 

pl��e ��d �ime� �� N��� – ��bo �d�u���s ��� be 

�hem��i�ed �hrou�h �he �le��i��o� �d�erbi�l �ompleme��s 

i� � se��e��e� For e��mple:

1��� � l��™�a�ra� l’�u����h���hu�™

��he �o – �N� – r� i� mor�i���

‘�he�left�in�the�morning’.

b� � bu™�l’�u���hu�™�hu�� la� �� � l��™��™r� ™�

��� be i� mor�i�� �h�� he �she �o – �N� – r��

‘It�was�in�the�morning�that�she�left’.

�� �he e��mple �bo�e, o�e obser�es �h�� �1�b� is deri�ed 

�rom �1���� ���1�b�,  u���hu �™�hu ��‘morning’�has�been�e�tracted�

�rom �he predi���e posi�io� ��d mo�ed i��o���� – �� 

posi�io� �hrou�h  �he �hem��i���io�pro�ess o� �le��i�� �or 

�he purpose o� �ommu�i���i�e promi�e��e� �he preposed 

�o�s�i�ue�� le��es behi�d �� emp�� �r��e� ��e �lso 

notice’s�that�the�complementizerla™ ‘that’,�surfaces�in�the�

�le��ed �o�s�ru��io� �o i��rodu�e �he subordi���e �l�use�

�������� �� N��� � I��� I�������������

���ordi�� �o ����he�s �200�, p� 200�, i��erro���i�es �re 

�o�s�ru��io�s �hose prim�r� role is i� �s�i�� �ues�io�s� 

�� is dis�i��uished �rom se��e��es �h�� �re i� �he �sser�i�e 

(indicative)�mood�.��hus,��uestions�are�mainly�used�for�

�he eli�i���io� o� i��orm��io�� �e �e�� o� �o �dd �h�� �� 

i��erro���i�e pro�ou� or �d�erb is o�e �h�� represe��s � 

�o�us o� �ues�io�i��� �e ���e e��mples o� �ues�io� 

�ords �s: �ho or �h�� ��d so o�� Fur�her, he i�di���es 

�h�� �he �ords �ues�io� ��d i��erro���i�e �re o��e� 

s��o��mousl� used�

1��� ��he�, � ™me�re� �™�i ™�ri �™�

���he he � she do – r�pr – �h��

��he, she � he did �h���

b�  �™�bu�™ �™�i ™�ri ™� l�™��he� m™me ™re ™�

��s i� �h�� �h�� ��hepr – do – r��

1���
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�h�� is i� �h�� ��he did�

From �he illus�r��io�s �bo�e, i� �1��� �hi�h is �he �er�el 

��eu�r�l, u�m�r�ed or deep� s�ru��ure, �he �r�mm��i��l 

sub�e�� o� �he se��e��e, �c�è, h�s � �o – re�ere��i�l �li�i� 

or pro�ou� O™ ���er i� �hi�h helps �o ��rr� �he �o�e o� �he 

�ues�io�� �he �o�us �ri��er ��bu™‘� it� is’� comes� up� at� the�

sur���e s�ru��ure� �he preposed �ues�io� �ord � ™�i ™�ri �™

‘what’� leaves� a� gap� at� the� extraction� site.� The�

�ompleme��i�er l�™ ‘that’� appears� to� introduce� the�main�

�l�use� �he �hem��i�ed �o�s�i�ue�� � ™�i ™�ri �™ ‘what’?�carries�a�

s�ro��er s�ress, � s�ro��er �ues�io�i�� �o�e sho�i�� �h�� 

�he spe��er is ���ious �o �i�d ou� �h�� �he sub�e�� did� 

�he �o�usi�� m��es �he �ues�io� �ord �o be �he 

ps��holo�i��l or �o��e��u�l sub�e�� or �he �e��re o� 

�o��ers��io�� �his i� esse��e �o��irms �he �ie� o� �ro�� 

and� Miller� that� “the� main� thrus� o� � �ues�io� is �o 

dis�o�er �he ide��i�� o� �he p�r�i�ip��� se�uelled b� �he 

‘wh’�word.�With�wh� �ues�io�s, i� �he �h� �ord is �o� 

thematic,� then� in� speech� it� usually� bears� heavy� stress”.�

�his i� esse��e me��s �h�� �ues�io�s �re s�ressed �or 

�ommu�i���i�e purpose� 

������ � �������� �� N��� � I���

�seudo – �le��i�� is � ��se o� p�r�i�l �le��i��, �here �he 

m�i� �l�use is �o� �omple�el� spli� or o�er�l� di�ided b� 

� �ompleme��i�er, bu� �he �pseudo – �le��ed� s�ru��ure 

be�i�s �i�h � �h – �ord ��h��� �hi�h is �ollo�ed b� �he 

stressed�iteminsitu,�while�the�copular�verb�‘be’�precedes�

�he ob�e��� For e��mples:

1���  N��ri ™e � �™�hu ™�ru ™� �s ���

�N�oriepr – pl��� – r� pepper��

‘N�orie pl���ed pepper’.

b� ���N��rie� ��h�r� m™bu ™� �s �o��

��h�� N�oriepr – pl��� – r�pr – be pepper�

‘What��worie�planted�is�pepper’.

From �he e��mples �bo�e, �1��� is �he u�m�r�ed 

�o�s�ru��io�� �1�b� is �he pseudo – �le��ed �o�s�ru��io� 

�i�h �he �h – �ord ��e� ‘what’�at�sentence�initial�position�

u�der �he ���� – �� posi�io�� �� N���, �he pseudo –

�le��ed �o�s�ru��io�s h��e �he �h – �ord pre�edi�� �he 

�r�mm��i��l sub�e�� o� �he se��e��e� �he ps��holo�i��l 

sub�e�� o� pseudo – �o�s�ru��io� i� N��� is usu�ll� �he 

ob�e�� be��use o� �he �o�us or �hem��i���io� m�r�er bu™

‘be’,� whi�h is � �opul�r �erb �h�� usu�ll� pre�edes �he 

�hem��i�ed �omi��l� �o�e�er, o�e �ill �o� ��il �o 

me��io� �h�� �here is e�u�ll� � prosodi� s�ress o� �he 

sub�e��� �his du�l s�ress o� �he sub�e�� ��d �he ob�e�� 

seems �o i�di���e �h�� i� pseudo – �le�� �o�s�ru��io�s, �he 

�omi��ls �sub�e�� ��d ob�e��� �hi�h re��i� �heir posi�io�s 

i� �he �l�use be�r emph��i� m�r�ers ��e � ‘what’�and�bu™

‘be’,� respectively� preceding� them,� themati�e� both� the�

�omi��l �� �he be�i��i�� ��d �� �he e�d o� �he se��e��e�

�������� �� N��� � I��� I����������

�ccording�to�Matthews������,�p.�����,�“��pe�a�i�e is i� 

pri��iple � �erm i� �r�mm�r �h�� re�er �o e�pressio�s �h�� 

are�used�to�give�order”.��ccording�to��rown�and�Miller�

�����,� p.� ����,� “�n� imperative� sentences,� the� thematic�

eleme�� is�normally� the�main�verb”.�This�means� that� in�

imper��i�e se��e��es, �he �u�leus o� �he �o�s�ru��io� is 

solel� �he �erb� �his �lso e�pl�i�s �he re�so� �h� �he� 

��� be used �lo�e �or su�h �o�s�ru��io�s� �ro�� ��d 

�iller illus�r��e �he �bo�e �sser�io� �i�h �he e��mples:

1��� �o �����

b� �hu� up�

�elo� �re e��mples N��� – ��bo:

1��� ri™e ���‘eat’

�ru� �o ou� – su���

b� �u ™�o �� ‘go�away’�

���rr� – �o��rd �

�� �1���b� �he �erbs �re: �i ™e�� ‘eat’� and� fu™� �� ‘go� away’��

respe��i�el�� ���h o� �he �erbs i� �he imper��i�e 

�o�s�ru��io� is �hem��i�ed b� bei�� �he �e��re o� �he 

e�pressio��From �he e��mples �bo�e, �here is �o 

mo�eme�� re�uired� �he �erb o� �� imper��i�e 

�o�s�ru��io� is i�here��l� �hem��i�ed si��e �he �o�us o� 

�he u��er���e is o� �he e�e�u�io� o� �he ���io� i� �he �erb� 

�he ur�e��� o� �he ���io� ��d �he spee�h i�sel� does �o� 

��ll �or �he prese����io� o� ��� �omi��l sub�e�� si��e �he 

p�r�i�ip����s� is ���ur�ll� u�ders�ood� �� �1��� �he �erb 

i��ol�ed is �i™‘�eat’��which�has�an�imperative�su��ix��e� ��d 

��d i� �1�b� �he �erb is fu™�‘go� out’,� which� has� the��
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imper��i�e su��i� ���� �he su��i�es o�e mus� obser�e 

�ollo�s �he �o�el h�rmo�� s�s�em o� �he di�le��� �he 

pre�i� o� �e�h�s  �e��ure �d����ed �o��ue �oo�������  

�hile �he pre�i� –o�� h�s �he �e��ure ������� 

����������

�his p�per h�s ���emp�ed �o demo�s�r��e some o� �he ���s 

b� �hi�h �hem��i���io� ��� be ��hie�ed i�N��� – ��bo� 

�his p�per, s��r�ed o�� b� �i�i�� � brie� ���ou�� o� �he 

�eo�r�phi��l lo���io� o� �he N��� – ��bo people� �his 

��s �ollo�ed b� � brie� re�ie� o� li�er��ures 

o��hem��i���io�� �his i��ormed o�e �h�� �hem��i���io� 

��� be ��hie�ed b�, �e���dislo����io�, �opi��li���io, 

p�ssi�i���io�, �le��i��, pseudo – �le��i�� o� s�ru��ures, 

�e�ere��i�l �e�o��m� ��d so o�� �� ��s �lso see��h�� 

�hem��i���io���� be  e��e��ed �� se��e��e i�i�i�l or �i��l  

posi�io�� 

�he illus�r��io�s u�der �e�� – dislo���io� i� �his p�per 

sho�ed �h�� o�l� �he sub�e��, ob�e�� ��d �he i�dire�� 

ob�e��s ��� be le�� – dislo���ed i� �he N��� – ��bo� �he 

illus�r��io�s i� �e�� – dislo���io� sho�ed �h�� �his 

mo�eme��, le��es behi�d �� o�er� �r��e �� i�s e��r���io� 

si�e �hi�h sh�res �ll �he �e��ures o� �he preposed 

�o�s�i�ue���  

�� �opi��li���io� i� �he N��� – ��bo, o�l� �he ob�e��s 

�dire�� or i�dire��� ��� be mo�ed� �ub�e��s ����o� be 

�opi��li�ed� �he re�so� bei�� �h�� �he �r�mm��i��l 

sub�e��s i� �� �V� l���u��e,�re �lre�d� i� � �opi��li�ed 

posi�io�� �e��e, �he ���emp� �o �opi��li�e �he �r�mm��i��l 

sub�e�� o��e� resul�s i� u��r�mm��i��li��� 

��po�r�phi��ll�, �he �opi��li�ed �o�s�i�ue�� is sep�r��ed 

�rom �he res� o� �he se��e��e b� � �omm�� �his helped �o 

sho� �h�� �he �opi��li�ed �o�s�i�ue�� s���ds i� 

p�re��he�i��l rel��io�ship �i�h �he res� o� �he se��e��e, 

��d �h�� �here is some sor� o� i��o���io��l bre�� be��ee� 

�he �opi��li�ed �o�s�i�ue�� ��d �he res� o� �he se��e��e�

�� �he �le�� �o�s�ru��io�s i� �he N��� – ��bo, i� ��s see� 

�h��, su�h s�ru��ures, obli���oril� ���e �he �o�us m�r�er �

bù ‘i� is’.� �his �o�us m�r�er is used �or �o�s�r�s�i�e 

spe�i�i���io�s� �� �hem��i���io� �hrou�h �le��i��, i� ��s 

see� �h�� more �o�s�i�ue��s ��� be preposed �o se��e��e 

i�i�i�l posi�io� �h�� i� �opi��li���io� ��d le�� –

dislo���io�� �hus, �le��i�� is � more produ��i�e mode o� 

��hie�i�� �ommu�i���i�e promi�e��e i� �he N��� –

��bo� �o�e�er, o�e mus� �o� ��il �o me��io� �h�� �o� �ll 

�o�s�i�ue��s ��� mo�e �i�h �he s�me �mou�� o� �reedom� 

� �erb phr�se �or i�s����e ����o� be �o�used �i�hou� i�s 

ob�e��� �his �hus, suppor�s �he �r�ume�� �h�� i� �he ��bo 

l���u��e, o� �hi�h N��� is � di�le��, �h�� �erbs 

u�derl�i��l� �o – o��ur �i�h � bou�d �o����e �ou� �h�� 

���ili���es �he sem���i� re�li���io� o� �he �erbs i� �he 

l���u��e� �� �he �le��i�� o� �he �erb phr�se, i� �he N��� 

– ��bo, �he� � �erb phr�se is mo�ed, �he �����ed si�e is 

�illed �i�h ��o�her �erb o� i�s �i�d� �his re�illi�� is 

�e�ess�r� be��use �he �erb�l slo� i� �he N��� – ��bo 

����o� be ������ i� order �o ��oid ill – �ormed s�ru��ures�

�oo�i�� �� �he �hem��i�ed s�ru��ures i� �he di�le��, o�e 

�ould �es�i�� �h�� �he� �re �o� �he re�ul�r s�ru��ur�l �orms, 

ho�e�er �he �ru�h is �h�� �he� �re �r�mm��i��l s�ru��ures 

�h�� �re used �o ��hie�e �ommu�i���i�e promi�e��e i� �he 

di�le��� �hus, �his p�per is e��our��i�� �he s�ud� ��d use 

o� su�h s�ru��ures i� spee�h ��d i� �ri�i�� ��d �h�� 

perso�s, �r��sl��i�� ��� �e�� �rom �he di�le�� �o ��o�her 

l���u��e �ould �i�d �he �ommu�i���i�e d���mism o� 

su�h �hem��i�ed s�ru��ures �er� use�ul� �his p�per h�s 

�o�sidered �hem��i���io� o�l� i� rel��io� �o �he 

�ore�rou�di�� o� le�i��l i�em�s�, i� �here�ore re�omme�ds 

�or �� i��e�se s�ud� o� �he s������i� pro�esses used i� �he 

�hem��i���io� o� �o�s�i�ue��s i� �� se��e��e �i��l posi�io�s 

i� �he N��� di�le�� ��d o�her l���u��es o� �he �orld�

R���������

�ro��, �� ��, ��d ���� �iller�1�������n�ax� � linguis�ic 

in����uc�i�n �� sen�ence s��uc�u�e�

�sse�: ���hor �re�ds�o��

�homs��, N� �1��0�� �em�r�s o� �omi��li���io� ��: 

���obs, �� �� ��d �� �� �ose�b�um �eds�

�ea�ings in �nglis� ��ansf���a�i�nal 

g�a��a�� ��ss��huse��s: �i�� ��d �o�

��eibe, �� �200����ul�u�e an� ��a�i�i�ns �f ��

pe�ple�Nsu���: �re�� �� �� ��press �ublishers�

�or�b�, �� �� �200���Oxf��� a��ance� lea�ne�s 

�ic�i�na��� International�Student’���dition�

���ord: ���ord ��i�ersi�� �ress�

����e�do��, �� �1����� � ������: � s�ud� o� �hr�se 

s�ru��ure� �i��uis�i� i��uir��  �o�o�r�ph

No�2� ��mbrid�e, ��ss��huse��s: ��� �ress pp� 

������

��o�s �� �1������n����uc�i�n �� ��e��e�ical linguis�ics� 

��mbrid�e: ��mbrid�e ��i�ersi��
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�ress�

��mbrid�e, Ne� �or�, Ne� �o�helle, 

�elbr��e, ��d�e��

��o�s, �� �1��1���anguage an� linguis�ics��n 

in����uc�i�n���mbrid�e: ��mbrid�e ��i�ersi��

�ress�

Margoli,��.�Topicali�ation�and�it’s��ragmatic�and�Textual�

Fu���io�s i� �o��empor�r� 

�ebre� �i�er��ure ��our��l o� ����u��e ��d 

�i�er��ure, ���N: 20�� – 0�0�, �ol� 2� 

No� 1� 2011�� ���essed: �0�11�2011�

����he�s, �� ��, �200��� Oxf��� c�ncise �ic�i�na�� �f 

linguis�ics� ���ord: ���ord

��i�ersi�� �ress�

Ndimele, �� �� 200�� ��e ��inciples an�  pa�a�e�e�s �f 

uni�e�sal g�a��a�: � ���e�n�en� 

�in�ing �pp��ac����erri: ��ri��� 

�du���io��l �er�i�es�

Ndimele, �� ��� 200��� �e�an�ics an� ��e ���n�ie�s �f 

����unica�i�n� ��i�ersi�� o� 

�or� ��r�our� �ress ��d� �or� ��r�our��

Ndimele, �� �� �200��� ���p��l�g� an� ��n�ax� �or� 

��r�our�: � � � �r��d �rbi�

�ommu�i���io� ��d�,��mh�i �ress�

�mh�i �ress� �or� ��r�our��

N�����o, �� �� �200��� �n�e�s�an�ing ��e ��iginal 

�is���� �f �ba���r���i��

�r�phi�s, �b��

�’�rady,�W.,���.��rchibald,�M,��rono��,�.�and���.��ees�–

�iller � �2001�� ��n�e�p��a�� 

�inguis�ics��n �n����uc�i�n� �ed�ord� s�� 

Martin’s.��oston.

�obi�s, �� �� �1������ene�al �inguis�ics� �o�do�: 

�o��m���

�omero, �� ��d  �� �ori�� �200��� �e�o��m� �s � 

s������i� s�r��e�� i� �ssi��i�� ���orm��io� �romi�e��e 

�i�hi� �he Nou� �hr�se 

�h��p:�������oo�le��om����url���h��p:��ei�h�mu�ir���F

����io����sho���F���10��2��ob���b1�2���e1�

2����0�d����0����e�2��ileN�me����ull��e���pd��s

��u�ei�p�b1�pud���������li�����ed������F

�������u����F���N�r���m���s1o���d���Nhr

�����������essed: �0�11�2011

�illi�mso�, �� ��d ��,  �le��h�200��� Ni�er��o��o 

l���u��es  ��  ��ri��� l���u��es: ��  

i��rodu��io�� �ei� ��d Nurse ��ds�� ��mbrid�e: 

��mbrid�e ��i�ersi�� �ress�
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