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RAN��SHI�TING AS A �INGUISTI� �EVI�E IN THE �OETR� O� TANURE OJAI�E

�i�h�rd �lise�e�um ��ledo, �h��

���lish ��d �i�er�r� ��udies �ep�r�me��

�el�� ����e ��i�ersi��

�br���

�m�il: om�ledo��m�il��om

A�������

��is pape� exa�ines �ank�s�if�ing as a linguis�ic �e�ice in ��e p�e��� �f �anu�e O�ai�e �i�� ��e ai� �f s���ing ��� 

i� �elps ��e p�e� in ��e p���ec�i�n �f ��e plig�� �f ��e �ige� �el�a pe�ple an� ��e s�ci��p�li�ical p��ble�s in �is 

country,� Nigeria.� The� study� is� guided� �y��.��.� �.��a��iday�s� ��ca�e� and��ategory��ra��ar�� as� a� theoretica��

�ra�e�or��and�it�ado�ts��de�are�and��de�are�s ����� an� ����� clause an� g��up s��uc�u�al �esc�ip�i�e pa��e�n in 

the�ana�ysis.��i���oe�s�are��ur�osi�e�y�se�ected� �ro�� three�di��erent�co��ections�o����aide�s��oetry��ased�on� the�

�anifes�a�i�n �f �ank�s�if�e� s��uc�u�es an� a �e�aile� �uali�a�i�e cl�se anal�sis is ca��ie� �u�� ��e �esul� s���s ��a� 

��e use �f �ank�s�if�e� g��ups an� clauses as a��unc�s p���i�e ci�cu�s�an�ial inf���a�i�n� �s �ualifie�s an� ele�en�s 

�f clause s��uc�u�e, ��e� als� ai� ��e p�e� as a �eaning �aking �e�ice an� enable �i� �� �ela�e ��e �essages �f ��e 

p�e�s �� ��ei� s�ci��si�ua�i�nal c�n�ex�s� ��if� in �ank ai�s ��e p�e� in ��e �ealisa�i�n �f ��e �esi�e� �eanings �n ��e 

�ea�s �f n��inal g��ups as i� p���i�es inf���a�i�n, ��ic� can be �ega��e� as ne�s �n ��e �ea� �f a n��inal g��up�

��� �����: �ank�s�if�ing, g��ups, clauses, p�e���, �anu�e O�ai�e

I������������ T�� ������� �� R������������ 

�he �erm r��� shi��is used �o re�er �o � li��uis�i� pro�ess 

i� �hi�h � �i�e� �r�mm��i��l u�i� is shi��ed do�� �he 

r��� s��le so �h�� i� oper��es �i�hi� �he s�ru��ure o� � 

lo�er �r�mm��i��l u�i� or �i�hi� �he s�ru��ure o� � 

�r�mm��i��l u�i� o� e�u�l r��� ��r�s��l, 200�:�02�� �� is 

� s�ru��ur�l �d�us�me�� �hi�h permi�s � �r�mm��i��l u�i� 

o� � hi�her r��� �o be shi��ed do�� �he s��le so �h�� i� 

�u���io�s belo� �he u�i� o� i�s o�� r��� or �s p�r� o� 

��o�her �r�mm��i��l u�i�� �err� �1���:11�� de�i�es i� �s 

“the�functioning�of�a�formal�item,�which�by�virtue�of�its�

o�� s�ru��ure is � member o� o�e u�i�, �s i� i� �ere � 

member�of�a�lower�unit”.��

Follo�i�� �he ��s�emi� Fu���io��l �r�mm��i��l model, 

�he ���lish �r�mm��i��l u�i� is �rr���ed i� � r��� s��le 

�i�h �he se��e��e or �he �l�use �omple� �s �he hi�hes� 

unit�and�the�morpheme�as�the�lowest�unit.�“Rank�refers�

�o �he respe��i�e posi�io� o� e��h u�i� i� �he hier�r�h� 

��de��re ��d �de��re, 200�:����  �� me��s �h�� � se��e��e 

�o�sis�s o� o�e or more �l�uses� � �l�use �o�sis�s o� o�e 

or more �roups� � �roup �o�sis�s o� o�e or more �ords 

��d � �ord �o�sis�s o� o�e or more morphemes� ���h o� 

�hese r���s re�ers �o � u�i� o� me��i�� ��loor ��d �loor, 

1���:��� � shi�� i� r��� o��urs �he� � u�i� o� � hi�her 

r��� �u���io�s �� � lo�er u�i� or �s p�r� o� � lo�er u�i�� 

� �l�use ��� be r����shi��ed �o �u���io� �s �� eleme�� 

�i�hi� ��o�her �l�use ��s sub�e��, �ompleme��, or 

�d�u���� or �s p�r� o� � �roup �s � �u�li�ier �hile � �roup 

��� e�u�ll� be r����shi��ed �s p�r� o� ��o�her �roup� �his 

do����rd mo�eme�� o� �r�mm��i��l u�i�s �rom � hi�her 

r��� �o � lo�er r��� or �s p�r� o� ��o�her u�i� �orms �� 

�spe�� o� �he s������ic�features�of���aide�s�poetry�which�

�his p�per i��es�i���es�

�����shi��i�� is �� impor���� s������i� s��lis�i� de�i�e 

deplo�ed b� bo�h �re��i�e ��d �o�e �re��i�e �ri�ers �s 

�ell� �� �he �u�li�ier posi�io� i� � �omi��l �roup, r����
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shi��ed s�ru��ures help �o e��ode more sem���i� lo�d o� 

�he he�d o� �he �omi��l �roup� �he� �lso h��e 

e�perie��i�l �u���io� �s �he� h��e �he po�e��i�ls o� 

spe�i��i�� ��d �h�r���erisi�� �he he�d o� � �omi��l 

�roup� ��llid�� ��d ����hiesse� �200�:��0� s���e �h�� i� 

�he i��orm��io� s�ru��ure, i�ems �� �he pos� modi�ier 

posi�io� �r����shi��ed i�ems� h��e �re�� po�e��i�ls �s 

�e�s� �����shi��ed s�ru��ures �e�d �o le�d �o �he 

�omple�i�� o� s��le� �hus, �he� h��e impli���io��s� �or 

se��e��e ��polo�� ��d �he ����i�me�� o� re�di�� ��d 

�ri�i�� �ompe�e��ies� �his is be��use sem���i��ll� 

�omple� se��e��es m�� be �ro��l� �l�ssi�ied �s 

s������i��ll� �omple� se��e��es� �� should be �o�ed �h�� 

�he re�ursi�e ���ure o� l���u��e e�hibi�ed b� r����

shi��i�� is � po�er�ul �ool i� �he h��ds o� �re��i�e �ri�ers 

��d �he s�ru��ur�l �d�us�me�� o���sio�ed b� r����shi��ed 

�roups ��d �l�uses is �ui�e si��i�i���� i� �he e�pressio� 

o� me��i�� ��s���e, 1���:����

T���������� A�������� S���� ��� �������� 

G������  

�his s�ud� is � li��uis�i� s��lis�i� ���l�sis o� � li�er�r� 

�e��� ��d �o do �his, o�e re�uires ��o�led�e o� ho� �he 

s�s�em o� l���u��e i� � �e�� �or�s� �he i��de�u��� o� 

se�er�l �ri�i��l me�hods �o �ield � �ull ��d �o��i��i�� 

e�pli���io� o� �he �o�io� o� s��le is �s � resul� o��� 

�bse��e o� �ppropri��e li��uis�i� �heor�� ���le bei�� � 

�h�r���eris�i� use o� l���u��e, i� is di��i�ul� �o see ho� 

�he use o� � s�s�em ��� be u�ders�ood u�less �he s�s�em 

h�s bee� �ell m�pped ou� ��hm��, 1���:�2��� �his ��lls 

�or � �hoi�e o� � �r�mm��i��l model i� ��� s��lis�i� 

s�ud��  

�he �heore�i��l model �dop�ed �or �his s�ud� is �he 

�ichael� �le�ander� �irkwood� �alliday�s� “�cale� and�

�ategory��rammar”� ��alliday,� �����.� �he� “�cale� and�

�ategory��rammar”�derives�its�name�from�its�two�most�

impor���� �ompo�e��s: s��le ��d ���e�or�� �his model 

re�o��ises �hree prim�r� ���e�ories o� li��uis�i� 

des�rip�io� � subs�ance, f��� ��d c�n�ex�� ��d �our 

se�o�d�r� ���e�ories o� li��uis�i� des�rip�io�: g�a��a�, 

lexis, p��n�l�g� ��d se�an�ics� �ubs�ance is �he ph�si��l 

m��i�es���io� o� l���u��e �hi�h is m�de up o� pho�i� 

��d �r�phi� m��eri�ls o� l���u��e� �ho�i� is s�udied i� 

pho�olo�� �hile �r�phi� is s�udied i� or�ho�r�ph� or 

�r�pholo��� ���� i��orpor��es �r�mm�r ��d le�is �hile 

c�n�ex� rel��es l���u��e �orm �o �he �o��li��uis�i� 

�e��ures o� �he si�u��io� i� �hi�h l���u��e is used 

��omori, 1���:������� ��a��a� is �he le�el o� �orm 

���ou��ed des�rip�i�el� usi�� �our �u�d�me���l 

���e�ories: uni�, s��uc�u�e, class ��d s�s�e�� �hese �our 

���e�ories o� �r�mm�r su��es�ed b� ��llid�� �1��1� �re 

u�i�ers�l ��d �re su��i�ie�� i� �he des�rip�io� o� ��� 

l���u��e� �ni� is �he s�re��h o� u��er���e �h�� ��rries 

�r�mm��i��l p���er�s, ��d �here �re �i�e �r�mm��i��l 

u�i�s i� ���lish: sen�enceclause, g��up, ���� ��d 

���p�e�e ��d �he� �re hier�r�hi��ll� �rr���ed �rom �he 

hi�hes� �o �he lo�es�� ���uc�u�e is� the� “arrangement�of�

elements� ordered� in� places”� ��alliday,� ���������.��he�

eleme��s m��i�� up �he s�ru��ure o� � �l�use �re sub�e��, 

predi���or, �ompleme�� ��d �d�u��� ��� �  ��� ���� ��d � 

�roup h�s �he s�ru��ure modi�ier, he�d�ord, �u�li�ier �m� 

h ���� ��he i�ems �o� e��losed i� p�re��hesis �re 

obli���or� eleme��s o� s�ru��ure��

�he class is �he u�i� se� up �o ���ou�� �or li��uis�i� 

p���er�i��� �� is �he �roupi�� o� members o� � �i�e� u�i� 

�hi�h is de�i�ed b� oper��io� i� �he s�ru��ure o� �he u�i� 

�e�� �bo�e ���llid��, 1��1:2�0�� �� ���ou��s �or 

p�r�di�m��i� rel��io�� �he �r�mm�r �lso oper��es �� �he 

le�el o� s�s�e� �hi�h �llo�s spe��ers �hoi�e �rom se�s 

of�elements.�“�hoice”�here,�according�to��uir�����������

��ited� in� �ames� ��������,� is� “�he� selection� of� one�

p�r�i�ul�r �erm �� o�e pl��e o� �he �h�i� i� pre�ere��e �o 

��o�her �erm or o�her �erms �hi�h �re �lso possible �� 

that�place”.��t�also�recogni�es�three�scales�of�abstraction�

used i� �r�mm��i��l des�rip�io�: �ank, exp�nence ��d 

�elicac�� �he s��le o� r��� h��dles �he hier�r�hi��l 

orderi�� o� �r�mm��i��l u�i�s ��d rel��ed issues o� shi�� 

i� r���� ��po�e��e rel��es �he ���e�or� o� �he �heor� �o 

�he d��� �hile �he s��le o� �elicac� is �he dep�h o� 

des�rip�i�e de��il� �he �bo�e u�i�ers�l ���e�ories o� 

�r�mm�r ���ord ��� ���l�s� �� �de�u��e model �h�� 

���ou��s �or ��� ��pe o� li��uis�i� ���l�sis� �his 

u�ders�ores i�s �ppropri��e�ess �or our d����

���� ��������� ��� ��������� ��� ���� A�������

���ure ���ide is o�e o� �he le�di�� poe�s i� �he 

dis�ourse o� moder� Ni�eri�� poe�r�� �e h�s published 

��e��� di��ere�� ��e��� �olle��io�s o� poems be��ee� 

1��� ��d 201�� ��o m��or �o��er�s o� his poe�r� �re �he 

e��iro�me���l de�r�d��io� ��d depri���io� o� his Ni�er 

�el�� ��d �he so�io�poli�i��l issues r����i�� his �ou��r�, 

Ni�eri�� �� �he li�h� o� �he �bo�e, si� poems �re sele��ed 

�rom �hree di��ere�� �olle��io�s �o e�plore ho� ���ide 

�ppropri��es �he li��uis�i� de�i�e o� r����shi��i�� i� 
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pro�e��i�� �hese issues i� his poe�r�� �� our ���l��i��l 

pro�edure, e��h poem is ���l�sed o�e ���er �he o�her �o 

�i�e room �or � de��iled, ri�orous ��d �u�li���i�e �lose 

���l�sis� 

�� our ���l�sis, �e p�� ���e��io� �o �he eleme��s 

o� s�ru��ure� ��ru��ure is �he se�o�d �heore�i��l ���e�or� 

of�grammar� as� discussed�by�Halliday� (1961)� in� “Scale�

and�Category��rammar���Structure� is� t�at�grammatical�

���e�or� �hi�h ���ou��s �or �he �omposi�io� o� � u�i� i� 

�erms o� �u���io��l eleme��s ��d �or �he rel��io�ships 

be��ee� �hese eleme��s� �mo�� �he �i�e u�i�s o� 

�r�mm�r, �se��e��e, �l�use, �roup, �ord ��d 

morpheme�, �he �l�use ��d �he �roup s�ru��ures �re 

���l�sed i� our d��� �o sho� �he m��i�es���io� o� 

s������i� shi�� i� r��� i� me��i�� m��i��� �ur ���l�ses 

�ollo� �he des�rip�io� o� �l�use ��d �roup s�ru��ures �s 

des�ribed b� �de��re ��d �de��re �1���, 200���

���ordi�� �o �hem, �he s�ru��ure o� � �l�use m��es 

use o� �our eleme��s: sub�e�� ���, predi���or ���, 

�ompleme�� ��� ��d �d�u��� ���� �hese �our ���e�ories 

o� ���� �re �he slo�s i��o �hi�h �he �i�e �roups 

��omi��l �roup, �erb�l �roup, �d�e��i��l �roup, 

�d�erbi�l �roup ��d preposi�io��l �roup� �re ���l�sed �o 

�e�er��e ��rious ���lish �l�uses� �he �roup s�ru��ure 

h�s �he �erms modi�ier �m�, he�d �h� ��d �u�li�ier ���� 

�he he�d is �he obli���or� eleme�� o� �he �roup o� �hi�h 

�ll o�her eleme��s o� �he �roup depe�d s������i��ll�� 

�leme��s �hi�h pre�ede �he he�d �re modi�iers �hile 

�hose �hi�h �ollo� i� �re �u�li�iers� � �ombi���io� o� 

�his �i�es us �our �roup s�ru��ur�l ��pes o� �, ��, ���,

��d ��, �� �he �omi��l �roup le�el� �� �ddi�io�, �e �eed 

�o dr�� ���e��io� �o �he s�ru��ure o� �he preposi�io��l 

�roup �hi�h is impor���� i� r����shi��i��� �orle� 

�1���:12�1�)�says�t�at�t�e�terms�“modifier��“�ead��and�

“�ualifier��are�less�satisfactor� �or �he des�rip�io� o� �he 

preposi�io��l �roup� �loor ��d �loor �200�:1��� ��d 

��llid�� ��d ����hiesse� �200�:������0� s���e �h�� � 

preposi�io��l �roup is � simple preposi�io� �i�hou� ��� 

modi�i���io� �hile � preposi�io� plus � �omi��l �roup 

��s i�: �n ��e bu�ning �eck� is � preposi�io��l phr�se, bu� 

�o� � �roup� �u� �o �de��re ��d �de��re �1���:2�� � 

200�:2���, � preposi�io��l �roup is he�ded b� �he �ord 

�l�ss preposi�io� �i�h � modi�ier �hi�h is usu�ll� � 

�omi��l �roup or � �l�use� �hus, i� h�s �he s�ru��ur�l 

�ormul�r � � or � � � ��de��re � �de��re, 200�:�00�� 

�or�our�analysis���de�are�and��de�are�s�(1996������6)�

des�rip�io� is �dop�ed �or i�s u�i�ormi�� �i�h o�her �roup 

s�ru��ures ��d �or i�s emph�sis o� r����shi��i��� 

���� A�������

“Army�of�microb��� ��el�a blues an� ���e ��ngs, �� 

�

�����shi��ed s�ru��ure �s �u�li�ier �o �he he�d o� �he 

nominal�grou�s�is�a�ma�or�linguistic�de�ice�in�“�rmy�of�

microbes�����e��oem�is�a�single�clause��oem�of�ele�en�

s�����s� �he �irs� �e� s�����s �re m�de up o� ���

preposi�io��l �roups �u���io�i�� �s �d�u��� �hile �he 

l�s� s����� is m�de up o� o�e li�e �i�h �he s�ru��ure 

����� �his �i�es �he poem � �l�use p���er� o� �10���� 

�i�h �he �e� preposi�io��l �roups �u���io�i�� �s mul�iple 

i��rodu��or� �d�u���s:

�

� ��o �he usurper��hie���i� �ho h�s se� his r�bid �u�rd 

do�s���i�s� s�ree�s o� impo�erished o�es� �

�

� ��o �he u�i�ormed ��s�e o� h�l��li�er��e soldier��ho �lose 

�eo�le�s�mout�s��it��tri��er re�d� h��ds� �

�

� ��o robbers �ho be�� loud �he drums �he� s�ole�rom �hose 

�he� �eel �re bli�d ��d de�� �o �heir loss� �

�

� ��o �he �rm� o� i�s��i�ble mi�robes �h�� h��e brou�h� pl��ues 

�o �he l��d� �

�

� ��o �he ruli�� �ou��il ��� i� �he �e�� ��d �hi�hbu� �hose 

pl��s m��e �r�i�hs o� �or�ers� �

�

� ��o �hose �ho h��e �re�sed ���es o� ��rmers ��d �ishers�i�h 

li�es o� hu��er ��d p�i�� �

�

� ��o �he ��e�� ��d his ����lr� o� h���me��h�� li��er �he 

l��ds��pe �i�h mou�ds� �

�

� ��o �he ��b�l o� lo��l�� ��d �e�l���h�� sold �he res� �or 

�oded ��iss ���ou��� �

A

� ��o �he e�e�u�io�er ��d his le�io� o�pr�ise�si��ers

��o�maimedt�e�land�s�totem��et���

�         

� ���o �he pe��� he�d i� his l�ir o� �so �o�� �ho spre�ds 

sorro� i��o e�er� home� �

�   �     � �

� � � s��, � �h�me � o� �ou ��d �our �i�d� �
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�s sho�� �bo�e, e��h s����� is � ���preposi�io��l �roup 

�u���io�i�� �s �d�u��� i� �he s�ru��ure o� �he �l�use� 

�d�u���, � �l�use eleme��, �o��ribu�es �ddi�io��l bu� �o� 

esse��i�l i��orm��io� �o �he �l�use ����i�s, 200�:1���� �� 

is �� op�io��l eleme�� �hi�h ��� be dele�ed i� �he 

s�ru��ure o� �he �l�use� �o�e�er, �he poe� h�s �hose� �o 

re��i� ��d repe�� �his i��rodu��or� �d�u��� �o �ore�rou�d 

his �i�uper��io�s, �ud��i��, br��er� ��d �our��e �o 

�o��ro�� �he m��i�� mili��r� le�dership i� his �ou��r�� 

�his �ulmi���es i� �he pu��e��� i� �he l�s� li�e o� �he 

poem� �he use o� mul�iple �d�u���s i� �his poem is 

si��i�i����� �he� �dd ide��io��l me��i��s �o �he poem� 

si��e �he� �re �ir�ums����i�l �d�u���s �hi�h e�press 

some �ir�ums����es rel��i�� �o �he �o��e�� o� �he �l�use 

�see ���i�s, 200�:1���� ���h preposi�io��l �roup 

�u���io�i�� �s �d�u���, ��d �s � s����� i� �he poem, 

pro�ides �� esse��i�l e�il m�r� o� �he ruli�� mili��r� 

�l�ss �hi�h �he poe� ����s �o sh�re �i�h his �udie��e� 

�i�hi� e��h preposi�io��l �roup, �he poe� uses r����

shi��ed s�ru��ures �o �u�li�� �� N�� �u���io�i�� �s 

�ompleme�� �o �he preposi�io�� �he use o� su�h 

s�ru��ures h�s impli���io�s �or �e��u�l de�si��, espe�i�ll� 

�here �here �re re�ursio�s �s �e h��e i� s����� �e� o� �he 

poem: 

�o �he pe��� he�d �i� his l�ir �o� 

�so �o����

���ho spre�ds sorro� i��o e�er� 

home��

�� �he �bo�e, �he e��ire preposi�io��l �roup, in �is lai� �f 

�s� ��ck, modi�ies �he �ou� �ea�, �hile �f �s� ��ck

�u�li�ies lai�� �he �omi��l rel��i�e �l�use ��� sp�ea�s 

s����� in�� e�e�� ���e �u�li�ies �he e��ire �omi��l 

�roup� �hese �re re�ursi�e i� s�ru��ure� �u�h re�ursi�e 

s�ru��ures m��e � �e�� �erbose� �he �erbosi�� �hi�h su�h 

s�ru��ures �re��e is ���i�s� �he poe�i� �orm �hi�h is 

e�pe��ed �o be e�o�omi��l ��d de�se i� �he use o� �ords� 

�� �ur�her �re��es �omple�i�� ��d �o��ribu�es �o �he 

pros�i� ���ure o� �he poem� �� �lso e��bles �he poe� �o 

e��ode more me��i��s o� �he he�d o� � �roup ��d 

��hie�es more �ommu�i���i�e e��e��� �he use o� pos��

modi�i���io�s o� �his ���ure is �o� s�r���e i� �orm�l 

���lish dis�ourse� �i�hi� su�h s�ru��ures, ���ide �re��es 

�e� possibili�ies �hi�h e��ble him �o des�ribe i� de��il 

��d e�o�e �he e��e�� o� dis�ppro��l o� �he mili��r� re�ime 

o� �e�er�l �b��h� �hi�h �his poem �o�uses o�� �hrou�h 

su�h s�ru��ures, ���ide �re��es di��ere�� l��ers o� 

me��i��s� �� �he �bo�e e��r���, �he �irs� r����shi��ed 

preposi�io��l �roup in �is lai� p�i��s � pi��ure o� �he 

ruli�� mili��r� �l�ss �s �ild ��im�ls �hile �he se�o�d, �f 

�s� ��ck, lo���es �he reside��e o� �hese �ild be�s�s �s 

�so ro��, �he se�� o� po�er i� Ni�eri�� �he �hird, � r����

shi��ed rel��i�e �l�use, prese��s �he imp��� o� �he misrule 

o� �he mili��r� i� e�er� home�   

�he pi��ure o� �he �rm��ruli�� mili��r� �u��� �hi�h 

�he poe� p�i��s is re�lised �hrou�h r����shi��ed s�ru��ures 

�u���io�i�� �s �u�li�iers�pos� modi�iers �o �he he�d o� 

nominal�grou�s�(���)����e�title�of�t�e��oem��“�rmy�of�

microbes��� is�an � � �omi��l �roup, �hile ���� is �he 

he�d o� �he �omi��l �roup, �f �ic��bes is �he �u�li�ier 

�hus:

�rm� �o� mi�robes�

h �

�he �u�li�ier here �ells us �he ��pe o� �rm� �s � 

des�ru��i�e o�e� �� s����� �our, �he poe� pro�ides ��o 

le�els o� me��i��: �he ���ure o� �he �rm� ��d �he h��o� 

�he� h��e �re��ed o� �he l��d� �his i��orm��io� is 

pro�ided i� � preposi�io��l �roup� �he preposi�io��l 

�roup h�s �he s�ru��ure o� � �� �he he�d o� �he �roup is ��

�hile �he rem�i�i�� ele�e� �ords i� �he s����� �u���io� 

�s �u�li�ier�pos��modi�ier �o �he preposi�io� �s sho�� 

belo�:

� �o � ��he �rm� o� i�s��i�ble mi�robes

h       � 

�h�� h��e brou�h� h��o� �o �he l��d� �

�he � eleme�� �bo�e is � �omi��l �roup �i�h � � �

s�ru��ure� �he � is �he de�ermi�er ��e, �he � ��he mos� 

impor���� �ord i� �he �roup� is a��� �hile �he � is � 

preposi�io��l �roup �hi�h is r����shi��ed �s � 

�u�li�ier�pos� modi�ier �o �he he�d o� �he �omi��l �roup 

a��� �or �he purpose o� �h�r���erisi�� �he ��pe o� �rm� 

�s des�ru��i�e� �his �u�li�ier eleme�� �o �he preposi�io� 

�� �h�� is r����shi��ed �s p�r� o� ��o�her �roup h�s �he 

po�e��i�ls �o �u���io� �s �� eleme�� �i�hi� � �l�use� bu� 

here i� is s�epped do�� �o �u���io� �s p�r� o� ��o�her 

�roup �o pro�ide rele���� i��orm��io� �hi�h �he poe� 

����s �o sh�re� �hus, �e h��e �he s�ru��ure:      

� �he � �rm� � �o� i�s��i�ble mi�robes

m    h            �
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�h�� h��e brou�h� pl��ue �o �he l��d� �

���i�, �he �f preposi�io��l �roup �bo�e, r����shi��ed �s 

� �u�li�ier i� � �omi��l �roup, h�s �he � � s�ru��ure �here 

�f is �he he�d o� �he �roup ��d �he � eleme�� is ��o�her 

�omi��l �roup �i�h �he s�ru��ure � � � �u���io�i�� �s � 

�u�li�ier �o �he preposi�io�� �he � i� �his �omi��l �roup 

is �he epi�he� insa�iable �i�h i�s e�perie��i�l �u���io�� �he 

� is �he �ou� �ic��bes �hile �he � is � r����shi��ed 

�omi��l rel��i�e �l�use embedded �s � �u�li�ier �o �he 

�ou� �ic��bes:

i�s��i�ble � mi�robes �

m           h                                                                                

���h�� h��e brou�h� pl��ue �o �he l��d��

�

�he �l�use e��losed i� double s�u�re br���e�s �bo�e is 

embedded �o e��ode more sem���i� lo�d o� �he he�d o� 

�he �omi��l �roup �ic��bes� �he i��orm��io� i� pro�ides 

is �e�s�or�h� �s i� �ells us �h�� �he des�ru��i�e �rm� h�s 

do�e �o �he l��d� �s � �ull �l�use, i� h�s i�s o�� i��er��l 

�o�s�i�ue��s ��d ��� �u���io� i�depe�de��l� �s � m�i� 

�l�use: 

�        �           �        �

�� �h�� � h��e brou�h� � pl��ue � �o �he l��d ��

bu� �i�hi� �his poem, i� is subsumed u�der � �roup �o 

e��ode me��i�� o� �he he�d o� �he �roup� 

�� s����� �i�e, ���ide r����shi��s ��o �l�uses �o��oi�ed 

b� � �oordi���i�� �o��u���io� bu� �o prese�� �o��r�s�i�� 

pi��ures o� �he ���lue��e o� �he ruli�� mili��r� �l�ss ��d 

�he impo�erished ordi��r� m�sses, �he Ni�eri�� �or�ers:

�o �he ruli�� �ou��il        

����� i� �he �e�� ��d �hi�h��

�u� ���hose pl��s m��e �r�i�hs o� �or�ers��

�s i� s����� �hree, �he e��ire s����� is � preposi�io��l 

�roup �hi�h �u���io�s �s �d�u���� �� is �he preposi�io��l 

he�d o� �he �roup �hile �ll �he o�her �ords pos��modi�� 

��� �he �u�li�iers �o �he preposi�io� �roup �re r����

shi��ed �l�uses� ��uncil is �he he�d o� �he �omi��l �roup 

�u���io�i�� �s � �u�li�ier �o �he preposi�io� ��� �� is pos��

modi�ied b� ��o r����shi��ed �l�uses� �he �irs� is � 

redu�ed rel��i�e �l�use e��losed i� �he �irs� double 

s�u�re br���e�s� ��s sub�e�� ��d predi���or �re ellip�ed�  

�he se�o�d is � �ull rel��i�e �l�use �i�h i�s i��er��l 

�o�s�i�ue��s� �he me��i�� ���ide e�presses here is �he 

��o sides o� �he ruli�� �ou��il� �he �irs� r����shi��ed 

�l�use des�ribes �he ���lue��e o� �he ruli�� �ou��il �hile 

�he se�o�d r����shi��ed �l�use des�ribes �he e��e�� o� �he 

���i�i�ies o� �he ruli�� �l�ss o� �he m�sses�

“������i� ��ab��in��s �f ��e �el�a, ��� 

�������i� shi�� i� r��� is � m��or �ommu�i���i�e 

de�i�e i� �his poem� �� is � poem o� �hree s�����s ��d �he 

�irs� ��o s�����s �o�sis� o� r����shi��ed s�ru��ures� �his 

poem is e��iro�me���ll� �o�s�ious ��d e�olo�i��ll� 

se�si�i�e �o �he people o� �he Ni�er �el���  �ere, ���ide 

bemo��s ��d �o�dem�s �he se�seless des�ru��io�, 

e�plor��io�, e�ploi���io�, depri���io� ��d de��s���io� 

su��ered b� �he �lor� ��d ��u�� ��d �he e��ire hum��i�� 

��d �he ���ur�l e��iro�me�� o� �he Ni�er �el�� re�io� o� 

his home �ou��r�, Ni�eri��   ��mboli��ll�, �he �i�le o� �he 

�oem��“�g�elli���stands�for�all�t�e�oil�ric��to�ns���illages�

��d �ree�s i� �he Ni�er �el��� ��i��ull�, ��helli is r�ped, 

disrobed, de�iled ��d �he poe� is i� p�i� �s he e�presses 

his ���uish �hrou�h �he l���u��e o� �he poem� �� 

��hie�i�� �his, ���ide lis�s his obser���io�s �hrou�h �he 

use o� mul�iple r����shi��ed ���i��i�i�i�e �l�uses ��d f���

preposi�io��l �roups �s �d�u���� �his �i�es �he e��ire 

poem �he �l�use s�ru��ur�l p���er� o� �1� � � � �s 

���l�sed belo�:                              

�

���o see her dr��s�i��ed 

���he� her oil re�u�e���es h��s����

�

���o le��e her i� d�r��ess 

���he� her �uel li�h�s �he u�i�erse����

�

���o s��r�e her despi�e �ll her produ�e�� 

�

���o le� her deh�dr��e be�ore �he �ells bored i��o 

her he�r���

�

���o h��e her ���ed despi�e her i����e 

i�dus�r���

�

���o �eep her �i�hou� ro�ds �� �he� 

her s�e�� ��rs �he ou�side �orld��

�

���o m��e her homeless ���he� her 

idle �ei�hbours i�h�bi� s��s�r�pers�� 
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���o see her lo�el� �he� s�erile o�es 

use her o��spri�� �s ser����s��

�

���o re��rd �he �r�is�� �s � �o��

perso� �he� dro�es �elebr��e �i�h her s�e��,��

� 

��for�t�e��alm�s�oil�to�be�called�t�e�fig�

tree�s��

�

���or �he �oddess o� �e�l�h �o� �o be 

�omplime��ed �or her �i��s

�

bu� sp�� upo� b� r�iders o� her 

bosom��

�

���or o�e �o e�r� so mu�h ��d de�ied 

�ll e��ep� li�e �

robber� �e�rs o��i�i�l m�r�s i� 

o��i�i�l bills ���

�

����d �or her �o be su��ed ���emi� b� 

�� �rm� o� lee�hes,��

�   �      �

�� i� � is � � bi� sh�me� ��

�s sho�� �bo�e, s����� o�e is m�de up �i�e r����shi��ed 

���i��i�i�i�e �l�uses �u���io�i�� �s �d�u���� �he use o� 

mul�iple r����shi��ed �d�u���s pro�ides �ir�ums����i�l 

i��orm��io� o� �he ���ure o� �he de��s���io�, e�ploi���io� 

��d depri���io� �oi�� o� i� �he Ni�er �el��� �� ���ords 

�he poe� � me��s o� lis�i�� �hese de��s���io�s ��d 

depri���io�s ��d bri��i�� �hem �o �he ��o�led�e o� �he 

re�ders� �i�hi� �he i��er��l s�ru��ure o� some o� �hese 

r����shi��ed �o���i�i�e �l�uses, ���ide �ur�her r����shi��s 

o�her s�ru��ures �o pro�ide rele���� i��orm��io� �hi�h he 

����s �o �ommu�i���e� For i�s����e, i� �he �irs� ��o li�es 

o� s����� o�e, su�h r����shi��ed s�ru��ures help ���ide �o 

prese�� � �i�id �heme o� depri���io� i� �he mids� o� 

ple���:

�       �         �                       �

���o see  � her � dr��s�i��ed � 

���he� her oil re�u�e���es h��s����      

���o le��e � her � i� d�r��ess � 

���he� her �uel li�h�s �he u�i�erse���� 

��d su�h �o��r�s� is �ur�her prese��ed i� li�es si� ��d 

se�e�:

�      �        �                       �

���o �eep � her � �i�hou� ro�ds � ���he� her 

s�e�� ��rs �he ou�side �orld��

�        �     �                    �           

���o m��e � her � homeless � ���he� her idle 

�ei�hbours i�h�bi� s��s�r�pers����                                        

�� �he �bo�e �our e��r���s, �he �i��l �d�u���s �re 

r����shi��ed �s �he� h��e �heir i��er��l s�ru��ure o� 

� � � � �� �he �er�i�r� le�el o� deli����: 

�      �        �          �

���he� � her oil � re�u�e���es �

h��s��

�         �      �          �

���he� � her �uel � 

li�h�s � �he u�i�erse�� 

�        �        �            �

���he� � her s�e�� � 

��rs � �he ou�side �orld��

�          �               �        

�     

���he� � her idle 

�ei�hbours � i�h�bi� � s��s�r�pers�� 

�he i��orm��io� prese��ed i� �hese r����shi��ed 

�l�uses is �e�s, ��d �he� �re i� �o��r�s� �i�h �he 

re�li�� prese��ed i� �he pre�ious p�r� o� �he �l�use� 

�hus, ����skinne� �o��r�s�s �i�h �e�u�ena�es �ags, 

�a�kness �o��r�s�s lig��s ��e uni�e�se,�i���u� 

��a�s �o��r�s�s �a�s ��e �u�si�e ���l�, ��d 

���eless �o��r�s�s in�abi� sk�sc�ape�s� �he 

i��orm��io� �hi�h �he poe� prese��s i� �he r����

shi��ed s�ru��ures bri��s ou� �his �o��r�s�i�e 

me��i�� ��d �he depri���io� �hi�h �he poe� ����s 

�o sh�re �i�h his �udie��e�  

� simil�r s�ru��ure is sus��i�ed i� �he se�o�d 

s����� �i�h �our r����shi��ed ���i��i�i�i�e �l�uses 

�u���io�i�� �s �d�u���� �o�e�er, �here is � sli�h� 

��ri��io� i� �he s�ru��ure� �ere, �he ���i��i�i�i�e 

�l�uses �hi�h �u���io� �s �d�u���s h��e � sub�e�� 

i��rodu�ed b� f�� �hi�h is perh�ps ���i�� more �s 

� �o��u���io� �h�� �s � preposi�io� ��uir� ��d 

�ree�b�um, 1���:�20�� �he �irs� �hree li�es o� �he 
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s����� e�empli�� �his s������i� p���er� ��d i�s 

mess��e:

��for� t�e� �alm�s� oil� to� be� called� t�e�

fig�s���

���or �he �oddess o� �e�l�h �o� �o be 

�omplime��ed �or her �i��s

bu� sp�� upo� b� r�iders o� her bosom��   

�he i��orm��io� i� �hese r����shi��ed �l�uses e��bles 

�he poe� �o �ur�her u�ders�ore �he �heme o� de�i�l, 

depri���io� ��d e�ploi���io� �hi�h is �he pli�h� o� �he 

Ni�er �el���s� �s prese��ed �i�hi� �he s�ru��ures 

�bo�e, �he oil o� �he p�lm is �o� ��lled �he oil o� �he 

�i�, �he �oddess o� �e�l�h �hi�h is �he produ�er o� �he 

oil �e�l�h is �o lo��er �omplime��ed, ��d i�s�e�d, she 

is sp�� upo� b� �he loo�ers o� her bossom�

“Ab�������el�a �lues an� ���e ��ngs, ���

��e�bul��of� t�e�messages� in� “�bu�a�� are��resented�

�hrou�h r����shi��ed �l�uses� �he �irs� �hree li�es 

�o�s�i�u�e �d�erbi�l �l�uses o� pl��e�posi�io� re�lised 

�hrou�h � simple �d�erb �e�e �u�li�ied b� � r����shi��ed 

�d�erbi�l �l�use:

�ere � ���here �ll ��rdi��l poi��s mee� i� � 

��pi��l��   � � �����

here � ���here ro��s r�ise homes �o �he s����   � 

� �����

here � ���here �he s������h rolls o�er �he soil��   

� � �����

�o �l�ri�� �he he�d��u�li�ier s�ru��ure o� �he �d�erbi�l 

�roup, �he poe� i��rodu�es � �omi��l �roup �i�h modi�ier 

he�d �u�li�ier �m h �� s�ru��ure i� li�e �our: 

�he � �o�e� � ���here �i��hes plo� �he demise o� o�hers��� 

m     h        �

From �he �bo�e, �he �u�li�ier ���ure ��d �u���io� o� �he 

�l�uses be�ome �le�rer� �he s��lis�i� si��i�i����e o� �his 

is �h�� �he� help �he poe� �o e��ode more sem���i� lo�d 

o� �he he�d o� �he �roup �hi�h �he� �u�li��� �� is �hrou�h 

�hese r����shi��ed �l�uses �h�� �he poe� prese��s �he 

e�pli�i� pi��ures o� �i��ed�ess, e�ploi���io�, 

��s�e�ul�ess, �orrup�io�, i�se�si�i�i��, ��d u��er 

disre��rd �or ���io��l pride �h�� �oes o� i� �bu��� From 

li�e �i�e �o li�e �i��ee�, r����shi��ed s�ru��ures �re used

�o �u���io� �s eleme��s o� �l�use s�ru��ure:

�� �his � is � ���here �hie�s �elebr��e o� �he s�e�� 

o� s���e�� ��

�� �his � is � ���here r���e �hi��e�s �o�sume ��d 

s����er le��o�ers�� ��

���t�is���is��������ere�t�e��yena�s�den�is�guarded�by�

ri��s o� p���s�� ��

�� �his � is �  ���here �he h�e�� �or�ers �he h�re�� 

��

��d s��llo�ed i�, le��i�� �o s�e�� �or � 

�r�il

�� �his � is � ���here �he bo���o�s�ri��or s�r���led 

i�s ����h�� ��

�� �his � is � ���here robbers bo�s� o� �heir ��llous 

���s�� ��

�l�u�h �� �he pli�h� o� � hu�dred millio� 

�o��rds

�� �his � is � ���here �he ���io��l �l�� �o�ers � 

�esspool�� ��

�� �his � is � ���here � �od led his �orshippers �o 

die�� ��

�� �his � is � ���here � �eep �or m� e��ire l��d��� 

��  

�   �        �

�he �r�mm��i��l u�i�s �� � e��losed i� double s�u�re 

br���e�s �bo�e �re r����shi��ed �d�erbi�l �l�uses 

�u���io�i�� �s �d�u���� �� �he se�o�d�r� le�el o� 

deli����, �he� ��� be ���l�sed i��o �heir �o�s�i�ue�� 

p�r�s� �he l�s� �hree li�es illus�r��e �his:

��� ���here � �he ���io��l �l�� � �o�ers � � 

�esspool�� � � � �

������ere� ��a�god� �� led� ���is��ors�i��ers� �� to�

die��  � � � �

������ere��������ee����for�my�entire�land������� 

� � �

�he me��i�� e�pressed i� �hese r����shi��ed s�ru��ures 

�u���io�i�� �d�u��� is � des�rip�io� o� �he pl��e, �bu��, 

��d �he �e��rious ���i�i�ies �h�� �o o� �here� �hese �re 

�h�� �he poe� dis�ppro�es o� ��d �hi�h he sh�res �i�h 

his re�ders� 

“�����ro������ab��in��s �f ��e �el�a, ��� 
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�s �� eleme�� o� �l�use s�ru��ure, r����shi��ed �o�

i��i�i�i�e�l�uses �lso pro�ide ���ide � me��s o� s���i�� 

�he re�so�s �h� �he Ni�er �el�� blood �oil� is �eeded i� 

“The�Cross”:

�     �       �                   �

�� �he� � ���� � m� blood � ���o �eep �he �ou��r� 

o�e�� ��

�� �he� � ���� � m� blood � ���o bri�� pe��e �o �he 

s���e�� ��

�� �he� � �eed � m� blood � ���o double ��d 

redouble �heir �e�l�h��� ��

�� �he �bo�e, �he ���i��i�i�i�e �l�uses i� �he �hree li�es 

�re r����shi��ed �o �u���io� �s �d�u���s� �s � �l�use, 

e��h h�s � �l�use p���er� � � �, � � �, ��d � � 

respe��i�el�� �he� help �he poe� �o lis� �he re�so�s �h� 

�he e�ploi�ers su�� �he blood o� �he Ni�er �el�� re�io�: 

�or u�i��, pe��e ��d �or �e�l�h �re��io� �or ��e big �nes

�� �he de�rime�� o� �he produ�ers� �hus, i� �ore�rou�ds 

�he �heme o� sel�ish�ess ��d e�ploi���io� be��use �he 

mu�h ��l�ed �bou� u�i�� �ill sei�e �o e�is� �� �he mome�� 

�he oil dries up�

�� �his poem, r����shi��ed �l�uses �re �lso used �o 

pro�ide �he �eeded i��orm��io� o� �h� �he poe� 

personal’s�blood�is�needed:

�    �   � �

�i�  �� ��d � � � �m � �he o�e ���h�� mus� shed �he 

blood 

��o� �hi�h �he bi� o�es �hri�e����� ��

�     �� �    ��          �

�ii� �� �he� � �ill � o�l� � ���ep� � m� blood ��pe 

[[which�they�say�is�light�and�sweet…��

�� �i� �bo�e, �he s�ru��ure o� �he �l�use is � � �� �he � 

eleme�� is � �omi��l �roup �i�h �he s�ru��ure � � �� �he 

� eleme�� o��ers ��o le�els o� des�rip�i�e de��ils� �he 

�irs� is �he ���� �h�� �he poe� perso�� is �he o�e �h�� mus� 

shed �he blood� �he se�o�d is �h�� i� is o� his blood �h�� 

�he bi� o�es �hri�e� �hile �he �irs� i��orm��io� is 

pro�ided �hrou�h � r����shi��ed ��a��rel��i�e �l�use, �he 

se�o�d is pro�ided �hrou�h � rel��i�e �l�use �i�h 

preposi�io� �s he�d� �� �ii� �bo�e, �he r����shi��ed 

rel��i�e �l�use ��ic� ��e� sa� is lig�� an� s�ee� des�ribes 

the��ine���ality�o��the�poet�persona’s�“blood”��Thro�gh�

�his r����shi��ed �l�use, o�e u�ders���ds �h�� bl��� �s 

used i� �his poem re�ers �o �he Ni�er �el�� oil �hi�h is 

��o�� �s bo��� li�h� or bo��� s�ee�, o�e o� �he bes� 

�u�li�� �rude oil i� �he �orld oil m�r�e�� �� is o� �his oil 

�h�� ��e big �nes, �h�� is, �he bi��er �ribes, �he le�ders, 

�hri�e� �hrou�h �hese r����shi��ed �l�uses, ���ide 

pro�e��s �he �heme o� oil e�ploi���io� �hi�h is �imed �� 

impo�erishi�� �he produ�ers�

“No�Longer�O�r�O�n��o�n�r�� ���e �l��� �f �eace 

an� O��e� ��e�s � � 10�

�� �his poem,���ide �hem��ises �he loss ��d 

��s�e o� his belo�ed �ou��r�, Ni�eri�, �hrou�h �he use o� 

s������i� shi�� i� r���� �he bul� o� i��orm��io� pro�ided 

here is �hrou�h r����shi��ed s�ru��ures� �l�uses �re r����

shi��ed �s eleme��s o� s�ru��ure �o pro�ide �he �eeded 

lu�id i��orm��io�� �he �ollo�i�� �re some e��r���s 

�hi�h e�empli�� r����shi��ed �l�uses i� �his poem:

�     �        �

�� �� �e � h��e los� � i�,

�� �he �ou��r� �e �ere bor� i��o�� ��

�    �        �

b     �� �e � li�e � i� � �ou��r� 

���h�� is �o lo��er our o���� �� 

�               �                             

�� �� �ur s��red �rees � h��e bee� �u� do�� �        

�                        �

���o m��e �rm�h�irs � �or �he ri�h ��d �i�led�� ��

�       �       �

d� �� �here � �re � �he ��ll �rees   

[[that�shielded��s��ro��the�s�n’s�spears�����

�     �    �         �

e� �� �here � �re � �he� � �o� ���h�� ho� �i�ds

blo� p�r�hi�� s��ds ��d bur� us i� du�es�� ��

�� ��� �bo�e, � �omi��l �l�use �u���io�i�� �s 

�ompleme�� is r����shi��ed i� �he s�ru��ure o� �he �l�use� 

�his r����shi��ed �l�use is i� res�ri��i�e �pposi�io� �o �he 

he�d o� �he �omi��l �roup i�� �� i��eres�i�� �e��ure o� 

�his r����shi��ed �l�use is �he s������i� �ro��i�� o� �he 

�omi��l �roup ��e c�un��� �hi�h �u���io�s �s � 
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�ompleme�� i� �he s�ru��ure o� �he �l�use ��d re�ers 

dire��l� �o i�, �he pre�edi�� pro�ou�� �his is � 

�ore�rou�di�� �e�h�i�ue �o dr�� ���e��io� �o �he ���� �h�� 

�he �ou��r� is our i�heri����e�  �he ���� �h�� �e �o lo��er 

o�� �he �ou��r� is pro�ided �hrou�h ��o�her r����shi��ed 

�l�use �u���io�i�� �s � pos��modi�ier i� �he �omi��l 

�roup i�:

�    �       �

�� �e � li�e � i� � �ou��r� ���h�� is �o lo��er our 

o���� ��

m   h       �

�he �, i� �he �bo�e �l�use, is � preposi�io��l �roup m�de 

up o� �he preposi�io� in ��d i�s �ompleme��, a c�un��� 

��a� is n� l�nge� �u� ��n, �hi�h is � �omi��l �roup �i�h 

�he s�ru��ure � � �� �he � eleme�� is � �omi��l rel��i�e 

�l�use ��a� is n� l�nge� �u� ��n� �� is � r����shi��ed 

�l�use �u���io�i�� �s � �u�li�ier�pos��modi�ier �o �he 

�ou� c�un���� ��s �u���io� here is des�rip�i�e ��d 

emph��i�� �� des�ribes �he �ou��r� ��d emph�sises �he 

���� �h�� �he �ou��r� is los�� �hus, i� �ore�rou�ds p�i� �� 

�he loss o� �he �ou��r��

�� ���, �d� ��d �e� ���ide uses r����shi��ed �l�uses �o 

bemo�� �he de�ores���io� �h�� h�s be�ome �he lo�s o� �he 

Ni�er �el�� �s � resul� o� oil e�plor��io� ��d e�ploi���io�� 

�� ��� � �o���i�i�e ���i��i�i�i�e �l�use �u���io�i�� �s 

�d�u��� is used �o ���ribu�e �he re�so�s �or �he ����o� 

des�ru��io� o� our �rees ��d our bushes:

�                �                           �  

�� �ur s��red �rees � h��e bee� �u� do�� � ���o m��e 

�rm�h�irs �or �he ri�h ��d �i�led�� ��

�he p�i� e�pressed �hrou�h �he r����shi��ed �l�use here 

is �he ���� �h�� �he ri�h ��d �i�led �ho e�ploi� us 

ph�si��ll� ��d m��eri�ll� �lso des�ro� our e��iro�me�� 

�h�� produ�es su��our� �� �d�, �he poe� l�me��s �o� �us� 

�he loss o� �he �rees bu� �lso �he loss o� i�s pro�e��i�e 

�mbi���e �s �rees �re sour�es o� �ur��i�e herbs� �his 

i��orm��io� is pro�ided �hrou�h �he use o� r����shi��ed 

��a��rel��i�e �l�use �u���io�i�� �s �u�li�ier �o �he he�d o� 

�he �omi��l �roup ��ees:

�      �         �

�� �here � �re � �he ��ll �rees ���h�� shielded us �rom �he 

s�n’s�spears�����

m  m   h     �          

�� �e�, � r����shi��ed ��a���omi��l rel��i�e �l�use 

modi�ies �he �d�erb n�� �o sho� �he imp��� ��d �he 

e��e�� o� �he des�ru��io� o� �he �rees o� us i� �he prese�� 

�ime� No�, �e su��er �he h�rsh�ess o� �he �in� �s i� 

blo�s p�r�hes o� us ��d bur� us i� �unes be��use �e 

h��e los� �he pro�e��i�e e��e�� o� ��e ��ees� �� �his poem, 

���ide does �o� o�l� de�r� �he loss o� �he �ou��r�, bu� 

�lso �he loss o� �he �lor� ��d ��u��, ��d hum�� resour�es 

�hrou�h �he use o� r����shi��ed �l�uses�

Fur�hermore, �he poe� de�ries �he loss o� �he ��rriors 

�ho pro�e��ed our �r�di�io��l �orms �rom �iol��io�, ��d 

�hose �ho o��ered �hemsel�es �s s��ri�i�es �o s��e us 

�rom s�our�es� �ll �hese pie�es o� i��orm��io� �re 

pro�ided �hrou�h �he use o� r����shi��ed �l�uses:

� �   �

�� �here� �re� �hose ��rriors ����re�ul �o� �o 

bre�� ��boos�� ���ho �ep� us 

�

�rom s����e �iol��io��� � �o� ���h�� �e ���e 

de��h��� ��

�he �bo�e is � ���i��erro���i�e �l�use �i�h �he s�ru��ure 

� � � �� �he � ��d � eleme��s h��e r����shi��ed �l�uses 

�s �u�li�iers� �he � eleme�� is � �omi��l �roup �i�h �he 

s�ru��ure � � �, �here �he le�i��l i�em �a��i�� is �he he�d 

o� �he �omi��l �roup� �a��i�� is modi�ied b� ��o 

eleme��s: �� �d�e��i��l �l�use �ca�eful n�� �� b�eak 

�ab��� ��d � �omi��l rel��i�e �l�use ���� kep� us f��� 

sal�age �i�la�i�n�� �he �d�e��i�e ca�eful is modi�ied b� 

� ���i��i�i�i�e �l�use pre�eded b� �he �e���or, n��, �o 

�e���e �he �l�use� �he se�o�d �u�li�ier �o �he �omi��l 

�roup he�d �a��i�� is � rel��i�e �l�use ��p�ble o� 

�u���io�i�� �s �� i�depe�de�� �l�use� �hus, i� h�s �he 

�l�use s�ru��ure o� � � � �� Fu���io��ll�� �he i��orm��io� 

pro�ided b� �hese ��o r����shi��ed s�ru��ures is 

des�rip�i�e� 

“�n�o����on� ���e bl��� �f �eace an� ���e� ��e�s

�1� �2�

�� �his poem, ���ide prese��s �he �omb��i�e ��d 

re�olu�io��r� ���ure o� his so��s�poems� ��d he does 

�his b� usi�� r����shi��ed s�ru��ures �s �u�li�iers i� � 

�omi��l �roup �o pro�ide i��orm��io� �h�� ��� be 

re��rded �s �e�s ���llid�� ��d ����hiesse�, 201��� �his 

��� be see� i� �he �irs� li�e o� s�����s o�e �o �hree ��d 

�i�e �o se�e� belo�: 

�i� �irds ��e��er��i�i�� �he s�� �i�h melodies��
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�ii��������trees�[[b�ttressed�in�the�earth’s�boso���

�iii�      �urri���e �o� �he s�orm se�so��

�i��      �ools �����heri�� i� � delu�e��

���       �oo� ��ull �o �he brim o� �i�h��

��i�      Fe��hers �o� m� si��i�� �reed�

�he �bo�e �re N��s �i�h � � s�ru��ures� �he � is �he 

�irs� le�i��l i�em i� e��h li�e �hile �he i�ems i� s�u�re 

br���e�s �re �he r����shi��ed s�ru��ures� �� �i� �he r����

shi��ed s�ru��ure is �� –ing i��i�i�i�e �l�use r����shi��ed 

�s � �u�li�ier �o �i��s� �hrou�h �his, ���ide i��o�es �he 

birds o� �he �ir �o �dd melodies �o his so��s�  �� �ii�, �he 

r����shi��ed s�ru��ure is �lso �� –e� i��i�i�i�e �l�use� 

�hrou�h �his, ���ide i��o�es �he �rees �o �i�e s�re���h �o 

his so��s� � preposi�io��l �roup h��i�� �he po�e��i�ls �o 

�u���io� �s �� �d�u��� i� � �ull �l�use is r����shi��ed �s � 

�u�li�ier �o �u��icane i� �iii�, �hile ��o�her –ing

i��i�i�i�e �l�use is r����shi��ed �s � �u�li�ier i� �i��� �� 

���, �he ���n is �u�li�ied b� � redu�ed �omi��l rel��i�e 

�l�use� �he �u���io� o� �his �u�li�ier is �o i��o�e �he 

���n to�gi�e�bea�ty�and�brilliance� to� the�poet’s� song��

��d i� ��i� �he r����shi��ed preposi�io��l �roup is used 

�o i��o�e �he fea��e� �birds� �o i�spire �he poe� �o �� 

unassailable pi�c�� �he �bo�e ���l�sis sho�s �h�� r����

shi��i�� is used �o ��hie�e �he m��or ob�e��i�e o� �his 

poem �hi�h is i��o���io� �s �he �i�le o� �he poem sho�s� 

Fur�hermore, r����shi��ed �l�uses �s eleme��s o� 

s�ru��ure �lso e��ble ���ide �o s���e �he �u���io�s o� his 

di��ere�� ��pes o� his so��s i� s����� ei�h� �hus:                    

�      �

�� � � mus� si�� ��

�             �

�� r�i�so�� � ���o �ru��i�� �he d�i�� deser��� ��

�             �

�� �ishso�� � ���o re�i�e �he s�re�ms�� ��

�              � 

�� h�r�es�so�� � ���o �ill �he bod��� ��

�    � 

�� ��rso�� � ���o �rm �he 

�hre��e�ed�� ��

�s �he �bo�e ���l�sis sho�s, �he i�ems u�der � �re �o�

i��i�i�i�e �l�uses� �he� �re �ll r����shi��ed i� e��h �l�use� 

�heir sem���i� impli���io� is �he �u���io� o� e��h ��pe o� 

so�� i� �he re�l �orld� �hus, �he use o� r����shi��i�� here 

is �� impor���� �ommu�i���i�e s�r��e���                                         

����������

�his s�ud� h�s sho�� �he e��e�� �o �hi�h ���ide 

�ppropri��es �he li��uis�i� de�i�e o� r����shi��i�� �o� 

o�l� i� pro�e��i�� his mess��es bu� �lso �s � s��le m�r�er 

i� his poe�r�� �o�h �roups ��d �l�uses �re r����shi��ed i� 

��aide’s� poetry�� ��ch� ran��shi��ed s�ru��ures m��e 

��aide’s�poetry�prosaic�and�si�ple���erhaps��this�is�one�

o� �he re�so�s �h� ��ede �1����� re�ers� to� ��aide’s�

poe�r� �s pros�i� ��d l���s �he p��ed ��de��e ��d 

musi��l rh��hm� From our �i�di��s, �his simpli�i�� is �o� 

� poe�i� �e���ess bu� � �e��ure o� �he l���u��e o� 

moder� ��ri��� poe�s �ho h��e bee� des�ribed �s 

“ling�istic� iconoclast”� ����ide, 1���:���� ��li�e �he 

early� Clar�� or� �oyin�a�� “there� is� a� new� disc�rsi�e�

u�pre�e��iousl� �le�r �oi�e �i�h �lmos� �he s����� o� 

prose…�rather�than�in�di��ic�lt�lang�age…�the�poets��se�

simple l���u��e �o m���h �heir �o��er� �or �he �ommo� 

people”����aide, 1���:���� �� is �his �o��er� �o re��h ou� 

�o �he people �hi�h i��orm �heir use o� pros�i� l���u��e� 

�is uses o� su�h s�ru��ures pro�ide e�pli�i� ��d de��iled 

i��orm��io� o� �he he�d o� �he �omi��l �roups �he� 

�u�li��� 

�� �he le�el o� �u�li�iers �o �he he�d o� � 

�omi��l �roup, r����shi��ed s�ru��ures pro�ide e�pli�i� 

i��orm��io� �s �ell �s per�orm des�rip�i�e �u���io�s o� 

�he he�d o� �he �omi��l �roup �he� �u�li��� �s �e h��e 

see� i� �he ���l�sis, �he re�ursi�e�ess o� su�h r����

shi��ed s�ru��ures e��bles �he poe� �o e��ode di��ere�� 

l��ers o� me��i��s �hi�h he ����s �o sh�re �i�h his 

re�ders� Fi��ll�, i� is �ur�her dis�o�ered �h�� r����shi��ed 

s�ru��ures do �o� �i�e room �or e�o�om� o� �ords �s is 

�he �orm i� poe�i� l���u��e�
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