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     In the humanities in particular we encounter a great variety 

of annotations that cannot be derived from the original text 

by means of computing.

     Entity recognition serves as a helpful basis for the process of 

digital editing, although the humanities usually go beyond 

this in their activities and argue, comment, explain and 

draw connections by means of annotations.

     Crossing borders: Making annotations accessible online 

(annotator.js, hypothes.is) enables us to create a network 

of interoperability, connecting content from different 

websites and data repositories as well as combining 

different data formats such as images and full-text files.
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     This type of annotation should offer the possibility to apply 

authority files and to annotate multiple targets.

 Once we have assembled an adequate number of those 

(manual) annotations it should be an interesting challenge 

for the digital humanities to analyse and visualize those 

annotations in combination with the original sources.

 Especially the chance to make the immense amount of texts 

and sources accessible by annotation which exist as 

scanned pages only makes this a rewarding project. In the 

field of Jewish studies this could be, for example, sources 

like the Judaica Frankfurt or those made available by the 

Center of Jewish History in New York.  
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Example: Integrated Authority File (GND) annotations



  

  5Harald Lordick · Steinheim-Institut an der UDE · Workshop Intelligent Annotations · HKI Köln · 29.05.2015

Annotations / Markup (GND)



  

  6Harald Lordick · Steinheim-Institut an der UDE · Workshop Intelligent Annotations · HKI Köln · 29.05.2015

(Handwritten) Annotations are fascinating ...
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 Annotations are fascinating. The real stars under digitized 

books are those containing annotations. Take a look on 

twitter ... 

 Example: There is a digitized version of Lazarus Bendavids 

autobiography (“Selbstbiographie”) online, which was 

originally published in the year 1806. The print also shows  

manuscript additions and corrections. After some 

investigation we can say that these additions were made by 

the author himself and that this annotated print served as 

the proof (for corrections) of his autobiography. 
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 The motivation for Bendavids annotations is obvious, namely 

to deliver a version which was ready for press. After 

publication the task was finished and the annotations were 

of no importance any more. It is remarkable that this proof 

for corrections has been preserved (perhaps this is 

unusual).

 These annotations were a highly temporary solution – 

nevertheless, today we are very interested in his remarks.

 Does this suggest that we need a concept of an annotation life 

cycle in digital environments ? 
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Annotation Life Cycle ?*  *In the Humanities (one aspect) .

Edition becomes annotated

Annotations become part of the edition
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Comparing and discussing multiple targets ...

Credits: www.openannotation.org/spec/core/core.html#MultipleBodyTarget
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Comparing two targets
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A Single Annotation – Multiple Targets

Single Annotation
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Web Annotations (grouped by tags, accessed via API)
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Intelligent (Web) Annotation: Crossing borders ...
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Thank you for your attention !
 

For further information please go to:
 http://dev2.dariah.eu/wiki/x/Sg8CAg 

(DARIAH-DE Cluster 6.2-Milestone)

 http://annotateit.org   (annotator.js)

 http://hypothes.is

 http://djgd.hypotheses.org/tag/annotation 

(Deutsch-jüdische Geschichte digital)
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