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“Not a cloud was visible day or night during my 
stay here and at Puquios (…) the impression of 
all with whom I talked is that the overwhelming 
majority of all days and nights are perfectly 
clear.”

April 17, 1909. Heber D. Curtis, “Report on astronomical 
conditions in the region about Copiapo,” p. 13



“The sky at the Llano [of Puquios] impressed me 
as very blue and pure; no whitening toward the 
horizon. (…) All along this coast, just as in 
California, an extremely heavy fog (chamacha?) 
rolls in and fills up everything to an altitude of 
about 4000 ft.”

Correspondence Curtis, Herber D. to Campbell W. W. (handwrite) 
Trip to Puquíos. June 29, 1916. University of California Santa 

Cruz.



“There is no suitable base between Copiapo and 
Santiago which would be any better as far as altitude 
and freedom from sea fog is concerned. (…) La Serena 
has 20,000 inhabitants, good schools and stores, said 
to be unhealthful from poor drainage. Vicuña, east of 
Coquimbo, is 2400 feet above sea level and has 2400 
inhabitants; a dull little place from all accounts. Region 
around is fertile”

April 17, 1909. Herbert D Curtis “Report on astronomical conditions in 
the region about Copiapo” 

University of California Santa Cruz, p. 19
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“Don Fidel is willing to give us a written guarantee of more
than 200 completely clear nights per year (Personal
comments: At least that much. The administrator of the
hotel told us that they used to advertise that people
would not have to pay on cloudy days. We had to pay for
every day!)”

Jürgen Stock, “February 16, 1960”, Chile Site Survey Reports,
1960 – 1962.



“To rent mules for 10 days and to feed them is quite
expensive… Consequently we are planning to buy animals,
jointly with the NSF group…
We are thinking of four animals, $75 a piece. So the
Administration of the University of Chicago may soon find
itself in the curious position to have some mules on the
staff”.

Jürgen Stock, “February 27, 1960”, Chile Site Survey Reports, 1960 –
1962.



“This project [of AURA] will have little influence on
the development of ESO.”

ESO Committee, 1959

J. H Oort, ESO Historical Archives; Archives A. Blaauw, “Documents pertaining to the 
Secretariat of the ESO Committee”, 1961, 44. 



J. Dommanget & J. Boulon
ESO Site Testing, Willomore - Karroo Region, South Africa, 1955 - 1957



“Having at sight that Americans have recently 
obtained favorable indications for the placement in 
Chile, we will have to seriously review the possibility 
of a radical change regarding the location of our 
observatory”

J. H Oort, ESO Historical Archives; Archives A. Blaauw, “Documents 
pertaining to the Secretariat of the ESO Committee”, 1961, 48. 



A. Muller, O. Heckmann, J. Oort, H. Siedentopf, C. Fehrenbach, Marchetti
ESO – AURA Meeting,  El Morado, 1963



President Eduardo Frei. Inauguration of La Silla Observatory
March 25, 1969



‘The World’s Purest Sky’ Las Últimas Noticias, 1º marzo, 1969



‘Modern Observatory’, Las Últimas Noticias, 3 de 
junio 1967, p. 32

“First it was the University 
of Chile which, through an 
agreement with the Soviet 
Union’s specialized 
observatories, managed 
to build in Cerro Calan, in 
the Santiago’s mountains 
buttress, modern and 
powerful telescopes. (…)  
Prominent Russian 
astronomers, especially 
from Pulkovo Observatory 
came and are still working 
there”

‘Chile, center for astronomical interest’, El Mercurio, 21 de 
marzo 1969, p. 3 
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