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Based on the ORCID DE project this position paper is the result of the 
collaboration of three working groups of the German Initiative for Network 
Information (DINI) and is intended to provide institutions with both a  
strategic and a practical handbook.*
•	The NECESSITY and CHALLENGES for the use of AUTHOR 

IDENTIFICATION in the scientific publication process are first described 
from the point of view of the various stakeholders involved.

•	ORCID is presented as a example of a system for author identification and 
examined from VARIOUS PERSPECTIVES (e.g. history & legal aspects). 

•	The APPROACHES and BENEFITS of author identification using ORCID 
are finally discussed.

•	TECHNICAL ASPECTS of the implementation of ORCID are examined 
before a final outlook is given on the FUTURE DEVELOPMENT of ORCID.

* Bertelmann, Roland et al., ORCID DE - Promotion of Open Researcher and Contributor ID in Germany, 2015 https://doi.org/10.2312/lis.16.01

717%

10

20

30

40

50

Number of ORCID Germany Consortium Members

10

20

30

40

50

Number of ORCID Germany Consortium Members

10

20

30

40

50

Number of ORCID Germany Consortium Members

*

*

GROWTH IN MEMBERS 
BETWEEN OCTOBER 2016 

AND MAY 2019 MAKING THE 
GERMAN CONSORTIUM THE

ORCID CONSORTIUM 
IN EUROPE LED BY 

THE TECHNISCHE 
INFORMATIONS- 

BIBLIOTHEK

EXPRESSION OF  
INTEREST

MEMBERSHIP AFTER  
68 DAYS

IMPLEMENTATION AFTER 
292 DAYS

FROM THE  DAY AN 
INSTITUTION EXPRESSED 

ITS INTEREST IN AN 
ORCID CONSORTIUM 

MEMBERSHIP  
IT TOOK  

LESS THAN

TO IMPLEMENT ORCID 
FUNCTIONALITIES*

ONE YEAR

* MEDIAN

 FIFTH-LARGEST

POSITION PAPER: 
AUTHOR IDENTIFICATION USING THE 

OPEN RESEARCHER AND CONTRIBUTOR ID

In the past three years the ORCID DE project 
provided significant support for the growth and 
dissemination of ORCID in Germany.*
If granted, the planned ORCID DE 2 project will:
•	consolidate the ORCID NETWORK IN GERMANY
•	expand the support for PUBLISHERS and RESEARCH  

FUNDING BODIES interested in ORCID
•	conduct a survey on ORGANIZATIONAL IDENTIFIER
* Vierkant, Paul et al., Autorenidentifikation anhand der Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID) - Positionspapier, 2018 https://doi.org/10.18452/19528
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