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LA Referencia
• Mission:
To give visibility to the publicly funded scientific
production in Latin America, through the cooperation
and articulation of a federated network of institutional
repositories, based on regional agreements and national
open access strategies.



Members Directive Council 



National Nodes / Model

LA Referencia  version is the same as 

nodes.

It supports current and future 

guidelines.

Potential data harvester.

Transfer in In Process: México, Portugal



Service
Free access, full-text and value-
added services.

National strategies based on a 
country-node and open to new 
partners.

Endorsement of  the Berlin Open 
Access Declaration.

Beneficiaries of public funds publish 
their results in accordance to the 
principles of open access.

AGREEMENTS GUIDELINES TECHNOLOGY

Public Goods
Interoperability

Alliances
Projects

OpenAIRE
LR Application Profile
Information quality

Scientific Data
Training

Harvester
Transfer

Pilots
Development
Community



Why Collaborate

• History / Tradition / RedCLARA / Governments with  EC / FP7 / 
Horizon 2020), bilateral (eg. Brasil/Portugal)

• COAR vision (Alignment)
• Access to know how. Necessity of sharing resources. 

Innovation Leap frog. Technology transfer. Avoid duplication of 
efforts

• Legitimacy (for technical and political decisions….)
• Asymmetry
• Global nature of science
• Need of common infrastructures for researchers 



Guidelines transition. “Políticas de Cosechas”

• Decision to adopt Driver 2.0 
(2011)

• “Metadatos y políticas de 
cosecha” (2015) defines 
interoperability requirements 
for national nodes 

• Based on  OpenAIRE
Guidelines for Literature 
Repository Managers 3.0



International Projects
• OpenAIRE 2020. Project 2015 – 2018  

WP: Lead by COAR.
• "... strengthen the relationship of OA's 

European infrastructures with other 
regions of the world, in particular with 
Latin America and the US“

• “... specific pilots will be carried out with 
CLARA /LA Referencia in Latin America 
to allow a model and services similar to 
OpenAIRE“

• “Common guidelines…”



Roadmap 2016 / New Project

Challenges
• New Project OpenAIRE 

Advance 2018-2020
• Common statistics
• Notifications (broker)
• V. 3.0 to 4.0 (Guidelines)



• Support of OpenAIRE Literature Guidelines 4.0 - Harvesting, Validation, Transformation 
and Provider (Alpha stage July 2019 – Beta December 2019). Work with Portugal.

• Full Repository ID compatibility with OpenAIRE (Work in progress with Pisa team and 
national networks).

• Distributed usage statistics – Regional statistics Hub / export to OpenAIRE - Document 
and Roadmap (June 2019) 

• Broker as a service integration – Consume events / Integration into national network 
dashboard (to be developed during 2019/2020).

• Alignment and dissemination of OpenAIRE guidelines (ongoing webinars, translation 
and support)

• LA Referencia-OpenAIRE Technical Workshop / Costa Rica, October 2019 
• Other collaborations:
• Collaboration with FCT / RCAAP Portugal for the new harvester.
• With Coar collaborates with WACREN Workshops

LA Referencia - OpenAIRE



Additionality

MoU LA Referencia /  Zenodo (October 2018)
Pilot 2nd half 2019

“This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) sets for the terms and 
understanding between Zenodo and LA Referencia to foster open science and 
facilitate the use of Zenodo as a data repository for Latin American 
researchers. Specially for the results of R & D financed totally or partially with 
public funds.”



Objetives
•Promote the use of Zenodo as a non-commercial alternative for preserving and 

providing access to research data in Latin America, and initiate pilots with this 
infrastructure with an emphasis on results financed with public funds.
• Investigate the best technical alternatives for interoperability between Zenodo and 

LA Reference services.
•Explore the alternatives for technology transfer between Europe and Latin America 

related to scientific data.



Lessons
• Focus and work
• Outputs and outcomes
• Understanding of context and challenges
• Adapt to regional and political conditions the service model.
• Build local (national / regional) capacity to really sustain the 

efforts and collaborate more effectively (…and takes time…).
• Support technical teams  
• Language / distance still is a barrier
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