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1961

Bittner, Egon. 1961. Popular interest in psychiatric remedies: A study in social 
control. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of California at Los 
Angeles.

1962–63

[Edward Rose Archive, Norlin Archives, University of Colorado at Boulder] Box 
8, AT 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, ‘Aug. 1962, Garfinkel Ethnomethodology; Martin Ohne 
discussions’, and ‘Aug. 1962, Garfinkel; Ohne on the trans-state (hypnotism); 
Harvey Sacks on Weber’, and ‘April 11, 1963, Garfinkel on Mockups; April 13, 
Discussion of Format of Book’, and ‘Oct. 24, 25, 1963, Shneidman (a 
psychiatrist’s views on how he does his work; Reading suicide notes: good 
primitive ethnomethodology of Garfinkel, Sacks, and Bittner with Shneidman 
acting as the foil’, and ‘Oct. 25, 1963, Anselm Strauss talks a great deal on 
Goffman and Mead and Awareness of Dying and Times and Context Awareness; 
Sacks on dying; Garfinkel interrupts…’, and ‘Sept. 19, 1966, Harold Garfinkel on 
Ethnomethodology’.

1963

Harold Garfinkel, Egon Bittner, Edward Rose, Harvey Sacks, ‘Reasonable Ac‐
counts’, panel discussion at the Colorado Conference on World Affairs, 
University of Colorado, March 1963. An edited version of this talk appears as 
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Exhibit 7, ‘Materials in Re: Kids’ Talk and Reasonable Accounts of Kids’ Talk: 
(1) Kids’ Culture’ in Harold Garfinkel, George Girton, Eric Livingston and 
Harvey Sacks (1982) Studies of Kids’ Culture and Kids’ Talk, Unpublished 
MS, UCLA.

Bittner, Egon. 1963. Radicalism and the organization of radical movements. 
American Sociological Review 28(6): 928–40.

Bittner, Egon. 1963. Review: Alexander Wolf and Emanuel K. Schwartz, Psycho‐
analysis in Groups. American Sociological Review 28(1): 161–62.

1964

Bittner, Egon. 1964. Review: Roland L. Warren, Social Research Consultation: An 
Experiment in Health and Welfare Planning. American Sociological Review 
29(4): 635.

1965

[Edward Rose Archive, Norlin Archives, University of Colorado at Boulder] Box 
13, AT 1, 5, ‘Jan. 11, 1965 Dr. Bittner; Jan 12, 1965, Lafeline Mersior’, and ‘June 
11–June 15, 1965 Dictations by Egon Bittner recording 4 evening trips with the 
Denver Police’.

Box 16, AT 13, ‘April 20, 1965, SOC 316, HST, Freud: Oral, anal, and genital 
stages, w/emphasis on oral (Ego development) Genetic insight and topographic 
and economic principles, constitute the theory; May 4, Baker’s dozen: H.S. 
Sullivan, Developmental Theory, Thomas, Znaniecki, Hughes, Goffman, 
Garfinkel, Schutz, Melbin, Sacks, Bittner’.

Bittner, Egon. 1965. The concept of organization. Social Research 32(3): 239–55.
Bittner, Egon. 1965. Review: Hugh Mullan and Max Rosenbaum, Group Psy‐

chotherapy: Theory and Practice. American Sociological Review 30(2): 296–
97.

Bittner, Egon. 1965. Review: Max Rosenbaum and Milton Berger, Group Psy‐
chotherapy and Group Function. American Sociological Review 30(2): 319–
20.

Bittner, Egon. 1965. Larimer Tours. Bureau of Sociological Research Report no. 
32, Institute of Behavioral Science, University of Colorado at Boulder.
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1965–66

Gould, Leroy C, Egon Bittner, Sol Chaneles, Sheldon L. Messinger, Kriss Novak, 
and Fred Powledge. 1965–66. Crime as a Profession: A Report on Professional 
Criminals in Four American Cities. Final Report to the Office of Law Enforce‐
ment Assistance. Washington, DC: US Department of Justice and President’s 
Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice.

1966

Bittner, Egon, and Anthony M. Platt. 1966. The meaning of punishment. Issues in 
Criminology 2(1): 79–99.

Bittner, Egon. 1966. Review: Reinhard Bendix, Max Weber: An Intellectual 
Portrait. Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease 142(5): 488–89.

1967

Bittner, Egon. 1967. Comprehensive medical care and the psychiatric 
consultation: Social institutions and medical care. Psychosomatics 8: 126–30.

Bittner, Egon. 1967. The police on skid row: A study of peace keeping. American 
Sociological Review 32(5): 699–715.

Bittner, Egon. 1967. Police discretion in emergency apprehension of mentally ill 
persons. Social Problems 14(3): 278–92.

Garfinkel, Harold, and Egon Bittner. 1967. ‘Good’ organizational reasons for 
‘bad’ clinic records. In Studies in Ethnomethodology by Harold Garfinkel, 
186–207. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Garfinkel, Harold, and Egon Bittner. 1967. Methodological adequacy in the 
quantitative study of selection criteria and selection activities in psychiatric 
outpatient clinics. In Studies in Ethnomethodology by Harold Garfinkel, 208–
61. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

1968

Bittner, Egon. 1968. The structure of psychiatric influence. Mental Hygiene 52(3): 
423–430.

Bittner, Egon. 1968. Mental abnormality in the administration of justice. In Ciba 
Foundation Symposium on the Mental Abnormal Offender, eds A. V. S. de 
Reuck and Ruth Porter, 201–13. London: J and A Churchill.
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Bittner, Egon. 1968. Keeping the peace in Skid Row. In The American City: A 
Sourcebook of Urban Imagery, ed. Anselm L. Strauss, 277–84. London: Allen 
Lane.

Bittner, Egon. 1968. Radicalism. In The International Encyclopedia of the Social 
Sciences, ed. David L. Sills, 294–300. London: Macmillan.

Ostwald, Peter, and Egon Bittner. 1968. Life adjustment after severe persecution. 
American Journal of Psychiatry 124(10): 1393–1400.

Bittner, Egon. 1968. Review: Alfred Schutz, The Phenomenology of the Social 
World. American Sociological Review 33(4): 639–41.

1970

Bittner, Egon. 1970. The Functions of the Police in Modern Society. Rockville, 
MD: National Institute of Mental Health, Center for Studies of Crime and 
Delinquency.1

1972

Bittner, Egon. 1972. Review: William A. Westley, Violence and the Police: A 
Sociological Study of Law, Custom and Morality. American Journal of Sociolo‐
gy 77(4): 779–81.

1973

Conklin, John E., and Egon Bittner. Burglary in a suburb. Criminology 11(2): 
206–32.

Bittner, Egon. 1973. Police research and police work. The Police Yearbook 1973 
(Containing the papers and proceedings of the 79th Annual Conference of the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police), 116–22. Gaithersburg, MD: 
International Association of Chiefs of Police.

Bittner, Egon. 1973. Objectivity and realism in sociology. In Phenomenological 
Sociology: Issues and Applications, ed. George Psathas, 109–25. New York: 
John Wiley.

Bittner, Egon. 1973. Review: Johannes Feest and Rudiger Lautmann, Die Polizei: 
Soziologische Studien und Forschungsberichte. American Journal of Sociology 
79(1): 221–24.
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1974

Bittner, Egon. 1974. Esprit de corps and the code of secrecy. In The Police Com‐
munity: Dimensions of an Occupational Subculture, eds J. Goldsmith and S. S. 
Goldsmith, 237–46. Pacific Palisades, CA: Palisades Publishers.

Bittner, Egon. 1974. Florence Nightingale in pursuit of Willie Sutton. In The 
Potential for Reform of Criminal Justice, vol. 3, ed. Herbert Jacob, 17–44. 
Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Bittner, Egon. 1974. Foreword. In Police and the Black Community, ed. Robert F. 
Wintersmith. Lexington, MA: Lexington Press.

1975

Bittner, Egon. The impact of police-community relations. In Community Relations 
and the Administration of Justice, ed. David Patrick Geary, 369–89. New York: 
John Wiley.

1976

Aurbach, Herbert A., Bennett Berger, Egon Bittner, Herbert Blumer, David Bordua, 
Marshall Clinard, Albert Cohen, Lewis Coser, Arlene Kaplan Daniels, Steven 
Deutsch, Irwin Deutscher, Kai Erickson, Mary E.W. Goss, Rachel Kahn-Hut, 
Alfred R. Lindesmith, Judith Lorber, Raymond Mack, Virginia Olesen, Albert 
Reiss, Hyman Rodmanm Melvin Tumin, and Robert Weiss. 1976. Social 
Problems as the journal of a social movement: Comments and suggestions. 
Social Problems 24(1): 76–90.

Bittner, Egon. 1976. Policing juveniles: The social context of common practice. In 
Pursuing Justice for the Child, ed. Margaret K. Rosenheim, 69–93. Chicago, 
IL: University of Chicago Press.

Bittner, Egon. 1976. Review: Michel Foucault, I, Pierre Rivière, Having Slaugh‐
tered My Mother, My Sister, and My Brother…: A Case of Parricide in the 19th 
Century. American Journal of Sociology 82(1): 256–60.

1977

Hinkle, Gisela J., Harold Garfinkel, Egon Bittner, James Heap, and D. Lawrence 
Wieder. 1977. When is phenomenology sociological? Annals of Phenomeno‐
logical Sociology 2: 1–40.
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1978

Bittner, Egon. 1978. Deadly force. Department of Justice Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration (Transcript, September 6, 1978). Available at: 
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/96875NCJRS.pdf

Bittner, Egon. 1978. Review: Robert M. Fogelson, The Rise and Fall of the Thin 
Blue Line. Reviews in American History 6(3): 421–28.

1979

Rumbaut, Rubén G., and Egon Bittner. 1979. Changing conceptions of the police 
role: A sociological review. Crime and Justice 1: 239–88.

Messinger, Sheldon L., and Egon Bittner, eds. 1979. Criminology Review Year‐
book, vol. 1. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Messinger, Sheldon L. and Egon Bittner. 1979. Preface. In Criminology Review 
Yearbook, vol. 1, 9–10. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Messinger, Sheldon L. and Egon Bittner. 1979. Introduction. In Criminology 
Review Yearbook, vol. 1, 11–20. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

1980

Bittner, Egon. 1980. Popular Interest in Psychiatric Remedies: A Study in Social 
Control. New York: Arno Press.

Bittner, Egon, and Sheldon L. Messinger, eds. 1980. Criminology Review Year‐
book, vol. 2. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Bittner, Egon, and Sheldon L. Messinger. 1980. Introduction. In Criminology 
Review Yearbook, vol. 2, 9–11. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Bittner, Egon, and Sheldon Krantz. 1980. Standards Relating to Police Handling 
of Juvenile Problems Institute of Judicial Administration: American Bar 
Association Joint Commission on Juvenile Standards. Cambridge, MA: 
Ballinger.

1982

Silbey, Susan S., and Egon Bittner. 1982. The availability of law. Law and Policy 
Quarterly 4(4): 399–434.2

Bittner, Egon. 1982. Emerging police issues. In Local Government Police Manage‐
ment, 2nd ed., ed. Barnard L. Garmire, 1–12. Washington, DC: Institute for 
Training in Municipal Administration.
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1983

Bittner, Egon. 1983. Technique and the conduct of social life. Social Problems 
30(3): 249–61.

Bittner, Egon. 1983. Urban police. In The Encyclopedia of Crime and Justice, ed. 
Sanford H. Kadish, 1135–39. New York: Free Press.

Bittner, Egon. 1983. Legality and workmanship: Introduction to Control in the 
Police Organization. In Control in the Police Organization, ed. Maurice 
Punch, 1–11. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Bayley, David H., and Egon Bittner. 1983. Gauging the effectiveness of the police 
at work. Unpublished manuscript, available at: https://www.ncjrs.gov/
pdffiles1/Digitization/102692NCJRS.pdf

1984

Bayley, David H., and Egon Bittner. 1984. Learning the skills of policing. Law and 
Contemporary Problems 47(4): 35–59.

Bittner, Egon. 1984. The broken badge: Reuss-Ianni and the culture of policing. 
Review: Elizabeth Reuss-Ianni, The Two Cultures of Policing: Street Cops and 
Management Cops. American Bar Foundation Research Journal 1: 206–13.

1985

Bittner, Egon. 1985. Review: Max Scheler, Problems of a Sociology of Knowledge. 
Qualitative Sociology 8(1): 84–87.

1987

Bittner, Egon. 1987. This week’s citation classic: ‘The police on skid-row: A study 
of peace keeping’. Current Contents 13: 14.

1990

Bittner, Egon. 1990. Aspects of Police Work. Boston: Northeastern University 
Press.3

Bittner, Egon. 1990. Some reflections on staffing problem-oriented policing. 
American Journal of Police 9(3): 189–96.
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1991

Psathas, George, and Egon Bittner. 1991. In memoriam: Helmut R. Wagner 
(1904–1989). Human Studies 14(2/3): 225–27.

Bittner, Egon. 1991. Review: Michael Schudson, Origins of the Ideal of Objectivi‐
ty in the Professions: Studies in the History of American Journalism and 
American Law, 1830–1940. Contemporary Sociology 20(6): 889–90.

1992

Skolnick, Jerome H., Michael Tonry, Norval Morris, Egon Bittner, and Franklin E. 
Zimring. 1992. Tribute: Retirement of Sheldon L Messinger. California Law 
Review 80(2): 307–16.

1995

Bittner, Egon. 1995. Staffing and training problem-oriented police. In Punishment 
and Social Control, eds Thomas G. Blomberg and Stanley Cohen, 151–58. 
New York: Aldine de Gruyter.

1996

Bittner, Egon. 1996. The meaning of legality. Studies in Law, Politics and Society 
15: 61–84.

2007

Brodeur, Jean Paul. 2007. An encounter with Egon Bittner. Crime, Law and Social 
Change 48(3–5): 105–132.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC NOTES4

Assembling a bibliography of Egon Bittner’s work presents a number of chal‐
lenges, not least because of the distribution of his work recognised as ‘ethnogra‐
phy’, ‘organisation studies’, ‘police studies’, ‘psychiatric studies’, and ‘sociology’. 
Such classifications are warranted by the disciplinary affiliations of sources that 
put Bittner’s work to use, e.g., in citing or reprinting Bittner’s papers. As an author 
bibliography we have not disambiguated types of materials but provided a 
straightforward chronological listing of his work.
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1. Introduction, 1–5 | Popular conceptions about the character of police work, 6–14 | The 
cultural background of the police idea, 15–21 | The courts and the police, 22–30 | The 
institutional independence of the police, 31–35 | The capacity to use force as the core of the 

Bittner’s writings have been reprinted frequently, in whole or in part, in edited 
collections and readers.5 On occasion, an editor’s reprinting of one of his pieces 
has been accompanied by a change of its title.6 Accordingly, this select bibliogra‐
phy itemises the original source details for each work rather than enumerates each 
reprinting.7 This is a ‘for all practical purposes’ procedure rather than a policy or 
criterion for assembly, otherwise we would create an ‘anomaly’ in itemising 
Bittner’s book Aspects of Police Work, which is a collection of his papers that he 
himself put together (see Bittner, 1990: ix). To enable interested readers to 
recognise and retrieve individual papers we have provided a breakdown of 
Aspects of Police Work and The Functions of the Police in Modern Society (which 
is reprinted in its entirety in Aspects of Police Work also).

We have also included a number of his book reviews in this bibliography 
because of the clarity of exposition of scholarly fields in which the object of his 
reviews were located. For example, in reviewing a translation of Max Scheler, 
Bittner asserts that ‘The introduction is useful, though I think a general overview 
of all parts of Scheler’s work might have been more useful than the discussion of 
phenomenological sociology and of the sociology of knowledge’ (Bittner, 1985: 
87). This is a lacuna that, in a very understated yet focused manner, Bittner 
provides within his review. Such a pedagogic approach to reviewing, combined 
with a remarkable facility for explication and concision, justifies the inclusion of 
book reviews as well as books and articles. His book reviews are thus not 
‘ephemera’ and Bittner’s reviews, in particular, are exemplary in both field-specific 
expertise and classical sociological sophistication.

Given that the expected audience of this special issue of Ethnographic Studies, 
in which this bibliography appears, includes ethnomethodologists and scholars 
interested in the history and development of ethnomethodology, we have also 
made reference to early audio recordings of Bittner in conversation with Harold 
Garfinkel, Edward Rose, and Harvey Sacks, among others.8

We have not set out to produce a comprehensive bibliography but a select set 
of references. If readers notice omissions or mistakes please contact us so that we 
can maintain this as a correct and current resource.

Andrew P. Carlin, acarlin865@stcolumbs.com
Roger S. Slack, rogersslack@gmail.com

NOTES
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police role, 36–47 | The police and the ‘War on Crime’, 48–51 | The quasi-military 
organization of the police, 52–62 | Esprit de Corps and the code of secrecy, 63–71 | 
Accreditation of police skill, 72–76 | The relations of police work to scientific scholarship, 
77–82 | Recruitment and education, 83–87 | Some elements of methodical police work, 88–
94 | Coping with resistance and use of force, 95–106 | Arrest and detention, 107–113 | 
Community relations, 114–118 | Conclusion, 119–122.
2. This journal was Law and Policy Quarterly until 1983, when it became Law and Policy.
3. Introduction, 3–18 | Urban Police, 19–29 | The police on Skid Row: a study of peace‐
keeping, 30–62 | Police discretion in emergency apprehension of mentally ill persons, 63–
88 | The functions of the police in modern society: a review of background factors, current 
practices, and possible role models, 89–232 | Florence Nightingale in pursuit of Willie 
Sutton: a theory of the police, 233–268 | Emerging police issues, 269–290 | The impact of 
police–community relations on the police system, 291–310 | Police research and police 
work, 311–321 | Policing juveniles: the social context of common practice, 322–347 | 
Legality and workmanship: Introduction to Control in the Police Organization, 348–356 | 
The rise and fall of the thin blue line, 357–366 | The Broken Badge: Reuss-Ianni and the 
Culture of Policing, 367–376 | Applied research in criminal justice and ethical considera‐
tions, 377–385 | The concept of mental abnormality in the administration of justice outside 
the courtroom, 386–401.
4. The editors are grateful for suggestions, clarifications, and corrections from David 
Bayley, Tom Bittner, Josh Clark, Rolf Kjolseth, Claire Nolan, George Psathas, and Susan 
Silbey.
5. For example, ‘The Concept of Organization’ is reprinted in at least the following:
Roy Turner, ed. 1974. Ethnomethodology: Selected Readings. Harmondsworth: Penguin.
Lynch, Michael, and Wes Sharrock, eds. 2003. Harold Garfinkel. London: Sage.
Czarniawska, Barbara, ed. 2006. Organization Theory. Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar.
6. For example, extracts from ‘Objectivity and Realism in Sociology’ appear as ‘Realism in 
field research’ in R.M. Emerson (ed.), Contemporary Field Research: A Collection of 

Readings (Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland, 1983). Likewise, extracts from Larimer Tours 
appear as ‘Keeping the Peace in Skid Row’ in Anselm L. Strauss (ed.), The American City: 

A Sourcebook of American Imagery (London: Allen Lane, 1968).
7. This extends to itemising translations of his works, too, such as ‘The Capacity to Use 
Force as the Core of the Police Role’ as ‘De la faculté d’user de la force comme fondement 
du role de la police’ (Les Cahiers de la Sécurité Intérieure 3: 224–35, 1990–91), and 
Aspects of Police Work in Portuguese as Aspectos do Trabalho Policial (Bittner and Ana 
Luísa Amêndola Pinheiro, São Paulo: EDUSP, 2003).
8. Rolf Kjolseth identified unique entries to Bittner’s materials at the Edward Rose Archive, 
Norlin Archives, University of Colorado at Boulder, including manuscripts and audio-
recordings of discussions in storage. We are very grateful that he made this connection.


