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https://github.com/dphiffer/data-and-social-justice


What new tools and strategies 
should exist for social justice 
organizing?

• Readings 

• Digital organizing 

• Metadata have politics 

• organizer.network



Readings



–Johanna Drucker, “Humanities Approaches to 
Graphical Display”

Capta is “taken” actively while data is assumed to be 
a “given” able to be recorded and observed.

http://digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/5/1/000091/000091.html
http://digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/5/1/000091/000091.html
http://digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/5/1/000091/000091.html


http://tararobertson.ca/2016/lita-keynote/


As we collect more data, we prioritize things that fit 
patterns of collection. 
–Mimi Onuoha, “How We Became Machine Readable”

https://vimeo.com/233011125


https://weaponsofmathdestructionbook.com/


https://www.propublica.org/article/machine-bias-risk-assessments-in-criminal-sentencing


https://thebaffler.com/salvos/against-activism


https://github.com/dphiffer/data-and-social-justice/issues/3


Digital organizing



Topics
• Algorithmic bias 

• Colonialism 

• Criminal Justice Reform 

• Education Funding 

• Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

• Environmental Justice 

• Gerrymandering 

• Gun violence 

• Immigrants’ Rights 

• Sexual Assault Support 

• Student Health Insurance 

• Transgender Rights



Tools
• Crowdfunding 

• Cryptocurrency mining 

• Data visualization 

• Domain name registration 

• Git + GitHub 

• HTML + CSS 

• Mailing lists 

• GeoJSON + QGIS + Mapbox 

• Paper flyers 

• Radio call-in shows 

• Social media 

• Web surveys





https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/01/mass-shootings-james-alan-fox/


https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2012/07/mass-shootings-map/


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b9o6uDO18sLxBqPwl_Gh9bnhW-ev_dABH83M5Vb5L8o/edit#gid=0


https://dsj.organizer.network/~matt/map/map.html








Metadata have politics









First Name is not simple

• Legal name: how the government knows you 

• Nickname: a substitute for the proper name of a familiar person 

• Preferred name: the name you wish to be called 

• Referring to a transgender person by their legal, instead of their 
preferred name, denies them dignity and violates their privacy





Three requests

1. Student roster export data should include preferred names 

2. Treat legal names with the same privacy as Social Security Numbers 

3. Publicly announce the change, implement it across all schools







organizer.network



https://www.facebook.com/groups/


https://www.facebook.com/groups/












Invite to csv,conf,dsj group
https://organizer.network/join/pfwt5e

https://organizer.network/join/pfwt5e
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