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Abstract : When investigating Iranian traditional and historical urban development, such as that seen in Shiraz, our attention
is drawn to mosques as a focal point. Vakil Mosque in Shiraz is completely consistent, coordinated and integrated with the
Bazaar, square and school. This is a significant example of traditional urban development. The position of the mosque in the
most important urban joint near bazaar in a way that it is considered part of the bazaar structure are factors that have given it
social, political, and economic roles in addition to the original religious role. These are among characteristics of sustainable
development. The mosque has had an important effect in formation of the city because it is connected to main gates. In terms
of access, the mosque has different main and peripheral access paths from different parts of the city. The courtyard of the
mosque was located next to the main elements of the city so that it was considered as an urban open space, which made it a
more active and more dynamic place. This study is carried out via library and field research with the purpose of finding
strategies for taking advantage of useful features of the mosque in traditional urban development. These features include its
role as a gathering center for people and city in sustainable urban development. Mosque can be used as a center for enhancing
social interactions and creating a sense of association that leads to sustainable social space. These can act as a model which
leads us to sustainable cities in terms of social and economic factors.
Keywords : mosque, traditional urban development, sustainable social space, Vakil Mosque, Shiraz
Conference Title : ICSAUD 2014 : International Conference on Sustainable Architecture and Urban Design
Conference Location : Istanbul, Turkey
Conference Dates : February 17-18, 2014

  

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Architectural and Environmental Engineering

Vol:8, No:2, 2014

Op
en

 S
cie

nc
e 

In
de

x, 
Ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:8
, N

o:
2,

 2
01

4 
wa

se
t.o

rg
/a

bs
tra

ct
s/4

97
7

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 8(2) 2014 1

http://waset.org/abstracts/4977

