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Who we are:



Audience
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For students and researchers in social 

sciences

It‘s about finding data

Quick poll

Have you ever been looking for secondary data?
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Content based on the 

Data Management Expert Guide

www.cessda.eu/DMEG



Summary of the content
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• Process of data discovery

• Researcher story; Data on 

political culture and democracy 

• Questions & Answers

How long will it take?



Process of data discovery
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After the webinar you should know

8

• How to set up a search

strategy 

• Different data repositories 

• Different access policies 

• How to evaluate quality of

data



1. Have a clear picture of the data you need

9



1. Have a clear picture of the data you need
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Why do you need the data? 

• Research

• Teaching



1. Have a clear picture of the data you need
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Your research question?

“Are anti-immigrant sentiments related to age and education?” 



1. Have a clear picture of the data you need
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Constructs and indicators?

“EMPLOYMENT” 

“profession”/“education”/“years of practice” 



1. Have a clear picture of the data you need
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Type of data do you need?

Quantitative/Qualitative



1. Have a clear picture of the data you need
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What is the population you want 

to study? 

• General population of a country

• Adults

• Children

• Migrants

• Local authorities

• Experts

• Single mothers 

• etc.



1. Have a clear picture of the data you need
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Unit of analysis?

• Individuals

• Households

• Regions

• Countries

• etc.



2. Find appropriate data resources
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Data resources = various types of data repositories 



2. Find appropriate data resources
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Registries of data repositories 



2. Find appropriate data resources
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2. Find appropriate data resources
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2. Find appropriate data resources
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2. Find appropriate data resources
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Specialized search engine

Google dataset search

Metadata aggregators 

DataCite

DataSearch



2. Find appropriate data resources
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Domain aggregated data catalogues

CESSDA Data Catalogue

Social Science

Advantage

Disadvantage



2. Find appropriate data resources
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Scholarly journals:

• Research Data Journal for the Humanities and Social 

Sciences

• Scientific data



2. Find appropriate data resources
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The importance of indexing

What isn't indexed, cannot be found



3. Set up a search query and search the 

data archive
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Search query

> Find the right keywords

How the data repository organizes the data?

Become a registered user

Ask for help



3. Set up a search query and search the 

data archive
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Use the Thesaurus

ELLST



ELLST

European Language Social Science Thesaurus
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4. Select data that conform to your demands
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You found data! Not relevant?

• No results

• Too few results

• Too many results

Adjust research query



4. Select data that conform to your demands
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1. Use appropriate words in appropriate fields 

Example:

Concept of ‚Postmaterialism‚

• X 'question text' field 

• 'keywords field' or 'concept field' 



4. Select data that conform to your demands
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• Broaden your scope 

• Narrow your scope



4. Select the data that conform to your demands
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Are data relevant?

How well indicators in data you found apply to your 

concepts?



5. Evaluate the quality of data
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Read metadata before downloading the data!

The necessary information:

• Who collected data, where and when?

• Mode of data collection



5. Evaluate the quality of data
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• Processing: Were any values deleted?

• More in the DMEG Chapter 2

Organise and Document



Data access:
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Open - non-restricted download into a computer

Restricted

Open after registration

Open under specific terms and conditions

Embargo



Data access:
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Costs?

Read more in DMEG 

Chapter 6 „Archive and Publish“



Data format:
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Structure of the dataset

All expected variables included?

More on data formats in 

DMEG Chapter 3 „Process“



Data format:
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Check the data



Citing data:
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Format of data citation recommended by DataCite organization

Creator (PublicationYear). Title. Version. Publisher. ResourceType. Identifier

Example in APA style for European Working Conditions Survey, 2015

European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions. (2017). 

European Working Conditions Survey, 2015. [data collection]. 4th Edition. UK Data 

Service. SN: 8098,http://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-8098-4

http://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-8098-4


Finding and using data on political 

culture

Kristýna Bašná, MSc. Ph.D, Institute of sociology



Relationship between political culture and 
democracy – Replication of Muller and Seligson
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Research question 

What are the relationships 
between structural properties 
of states, civic culture attitudes 
and change in level of 
democracy?



Independent – Political culture
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Basic kinds of attitudes concerning society

On this card are three basic kinds of attitudes vis-a-vis the 

society we live in. Please choose the one which best describes 

your own opinion.

1. Society must be radically changed

2. Society must be gradually improved by reforms

3. Society must be valiantly defended



Independent – Political culture
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Four different large-scale cross-national surveys

• WVS (World Values Survey)

• EVS (European Values Study)

• LAPOP (Latin American Public Opinion Project)

• Eurobarometer



World Values Survey
http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
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http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/


European Values Study
https://www.gesis.org/ or doi:10.4232/1.12253
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https://www.gesis.org/
doi:10.4232/1.12253


LAPOP - Americas Barometer
http://datasets.americasbarometer.org/database/
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http://datasets.americasbarometer.org/database/


Eurobarometer
https://www.gesis.org/ or https://dbk.gesis.org/dbksearch/ or

doi:10.4232/1.10871
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https://www.gesis.org/
https://dbk.gesis.org/dbksearch/
doi:10.4232/1.10871


Eurobarometer
https://www.gesis.org/eurobarometer-data-service/search-data-

access/question-retrieval/
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https://www.gesis.org/eurobarometer-data-service/search-data-access/question-retrieval/


Combining data from multiple sources
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• Different variable names (pais vs country)

• Different spelling of country names (Czech republic, Czech 

Republic, CZ, ..)

• Weights

• Missing data

• Write everything down, always keep the do-file!



More in the Discover chapter in the DMEG
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• Data repositories in Europe and around the world

• More institutions that provide data

• International research projects that offer 

comparative data

• Key data resources for research on ageing in 

Europe



Questions & Answers
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cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data

Thank you for your attention

training@cessda.eu

johana.chylikova@soc.cas.cz

martin.vavra@soc.cas.cz

kristyna.basna@soc.cas.cz


