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Open Access India 
• An online community of practice with

volunteer members - launched in 2011 to
advocate Open Access, Open Data and Open
Education in India



Open Access Policy India 

• India still not have national open access policy which is 
approved by government 

• Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), The 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), The 
Department of Science & Technology (DST), the 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT), The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) have open access policies 
that clearly mandate researchers to deposit their 
papers in institutional repositories. National institutes 
such as the IITs and IISc, too, have repositories and 
similar mandates



Status of Open Access Journals 
Number of application from India

in DOAJ 
Year Number of Application 

2014 491

2015 921

2016 616

2017 406

2018 429

Total 2869

Rejected (2489)

Accepted (261)

https://testdoaj.cottagelabs.com/admin/rejected
https://testdoaj.cottagelabs.com/admin/accepted


Why Journals are getting rejected from DOAJ 
• Lack knowledge of best practices in journal publishing
• Questionable Journals 
• Most of journals doesn’t meet to DOAJ criteria 



DOAJ Ambassador Program India 
To promote Open Access journals 

The programme, which was funded for a year by IDRC, the International

Development Research Centre, enabled the DOAJ to hire and train

Ambassadors from the South to promote DOAJ and Open Access The DOAJ

currently has 23 Ambassadors worldwide located in Latin America, Africa &

the Middle East, India China, Indonesia and additional countries in South

East Asia and Russia.

• Leena Shah (Editor, DOAJ)
• Vrushali Dandawate ( Ambassador)





Open Access Repositories
• Open access repositories registered on 

Opendoar from India are 81 



OA resources in India include Listing of Open Access Databases
(LOADB) a portal launched in October 2015, which offers a
classified and categorized listing of Open Access databases. This
was developed by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) – Unit for Research and Development of Information
Products (URDIP)

http://www.loadb.org/Control.do?_idx
http://urdip.res.in/


Shodhganga
• Shodhganga is a national digital repository maintained 

by INFLIBNET Centre that facilitates Open Access to 
Indian theses and dissertations submitted to Indian 
universities. At present 438 universities in India have 
signed a MoU with INFLIBNET Centre.

http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/
http://www.inflibnet.ac.in/


Preprint Repository for Agriculture



National Digital Library India
• The National Digital library of India (NDLI) is a project 

under Ministry of Human Resource Development, India. 
The objective is to integrate several national and 
international digital libraries in one single web-portal. 
The NDLI provides free of cost access to many books in 
English and the Indian languages.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Human_Resource_Development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India


Open Access Repositories In India
• Total Registered Repositories – 82
• Software's used by Indian Community –

Dspace and Eprint



India in ROAR MAP 



Challenges 
• Lack of clarity about the benefit of and need for

open access.
• India is always claimed as home of predatory

journals publications
• OA journals are growing in India for sake of money

and many researchers just want to publish their
paper for sake of degree and high academic score
some where it should be stop

• Indian government should take interest to support
open access activities and also form a OA policies

• Copyrights issues at institutional level repositories
so no one want to make their instutuional
repositories online.

• In most of cases Librarian’s are handling
repositories less technical support for them



Recommendations 

• Creation of OA Repositories
• Organizing Workshop Seminars on OA during OA 

Week/ OA Awareness Work 
• Greater role for Communities of Practice
• Librarians can play role of OA Advocate for there 

respective institutes 
• Publishing in OA Journals
• Think Check Submit - https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
• Use of Open Formats and Open Licenses

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Thank You 


