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Goals for today
Introduce national chapters

Get to know each other

Share experiences

Discuss RSEng role in
context of EGU & EGU GA
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Agenda
1. Welcome (Daniel Nüst, University of Münster, Session Convener)
2. National RSE chapters
- UK
- DE
- NL
4. Lightning talks
5. Research Software Engineers in Geosciences

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EGU19RSE?src=hash
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#EGU19RSEThe beginnings...

Back to 2010 The Software Sustainability Institute (SSI, UK) run a study

… “It's impossible to conduct research without software,
say 7 out of 10 UK researchers”

https://www.software.ac.uk/blog/2014-12-04-its-impossible-conduct-research-without-software-say-7-out-10-uk-researchers

A German study about Research Software Engineers (RSEs) - The people writing software for Science
GeoIT Wherecamp Conference 2017, Nov 29, Berlin, Germany

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EGU19RSE?src=hash
https://www.software.ac.uk/blog/2014-12-04-its-impossible-conduct-research-without-software-say-7-out-10-uk-researchers


#EGU19RSEWhat is the name for these people?

jobs.ac.uk
10,000 jobs assessed
~400 related to
software development
4%

A German study about Research Software Engineers (RSEs) - The people writing software for Science
GeoIT Wherecamp Conference 2017, Nov 29, Berlin, Germany

Research Software Engineers (RSEs)
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Motivation: people behind research software
Inadequate recognition of research software 
engineering, so we want to boost the visibility of 
issues:
● Lack of recognition of research software 

development as scientific contribution;
● Missing link between research software 

development and the scientific reputation 
system;

● Redundant and parallel software developments;
● Insufficient skills in software engineering;
● Lack of quality standards for the development, 

usability, and review of research software. https://slides.com/simonhettrick/why-we-need-car
eers-for-research-software-engineers-10-13-17#/5
/5 http://www.de-rse.org/en/ 
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National Chapters/Orgs
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https://rse-aunz.github.io/
http://us-rse.org/


#EGU19RSE
NL-RSE🇳

🇱
nl-rse.org

150+ members
35+ organizations
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🇩🇪
de-rse.org

deRSE19 conference

@rse4nfdi

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EGU19RSE?src=hash
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RSE Slack #geo
Signup 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSc9LqOWGwA1xDvSgy8
1eimcb9s0cNBFso0zv0_HoZz16G
1M5w/viewform?c=0&w=1

Self-Signup for UK: 
https://ukrse.slack.com/join/signup
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#EGU19RSEESSI3.5 RSEs: Researchers who Code
Poster session - https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2019/session/30949 
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ESSI3.5 RSEs: Researchers who Code
Poster session - https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2019/session/30949 

The tale of the Informatics Lab: how we started a 
multidisciplinary research group in the public sector
Niall Robinson and Alberto Arribas

From Science to Software: My first year in Research 
Software Development
Chris Dearden and Mark Richardson

Sustainable scientific software: experiences of the 
PCRaster research and development team
Oliver Schmitz, Kor de Jong, and Derek Karssenberg

Building the Urban Observatory: Engineering the 
largest set of publicly available real-time 
environmental urban data in the UK
Luke Smith and Mark Turner

RSEs at Academic Conferences
Daniel Nüst and David Topping

Sustainable Development of Research Software - 
Case Study of an Open Source Approach
Simon Jirka, Matthes Rieke, Albert Remke, and 
Andreas Wytzisk

Building expertise at the Netherlands eScience 
Center
Romulo Goncalves, Jason Maassen, Rob van 
Nieuwpoort, and Niels Drost

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EGU19RSE?src=hash
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Survey
40 participants at RSE TM 2018 - 5 respondents 😔

11 respondents after RSE Poster Session 2019 😊

We need more thazn just email addresses to make a change. The survey can help us argue our 

case for more acknowledgement of software and RSE work with ESSI, EGU, EGU journals, … 💪

👉 bit.ly/rse-survey-egu

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EGU19RSE?src=hash
https://bit.ly/rse-survey-egu
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Open floor
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Discussion/Next
[This slide includes some notes by DN on the discussion at the meeting.]

● Survey!
● Discussion comments, ideas

○ UK: Doctoral schools as mechanism to establish more RSEs
○ Software brings different perspective: session on python, on large data processing, on... Finding users,...
○ RS institutes
○ "Like the scientific challenges, don't like the academic challenges"
○ French system (SK), diversity can also be a problem (position name limits possibilities)
○ Who is developing software across institutes? Bus factor!
○ Make a great debate next year! Bring in someone big… debate probably more about the how than the “if”
○ Session should be about software, not about RSEs - how to delineate from existing sessions? How to reach users?
○ Coordinate on courses about…

■ Software engineering, practices
■ Session for first year phds
■ Something with mentoring? Submit your code, RSE reviews, in-person discussion

○ Software audience
○ More sessions, see what sticks?
○ HPC sessions lived off direct invites… need domain spokespeople to reach communities

● Tasks
○ Create the mailing list we planned in 2018
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