
World Data System

Trustworthy Data Services for 
Global Science



A Brief History...
• International Association of Academies (IAA) 

established in 1899

• International Council for Science (ICSU) 
established in 1931

• Mission: Strengthen international science for the 
benefit of society



A Brief History...



WDS Now



WDS Now

1. Improve the trust in and quality
of open Scientific Data Services

2. Ensure long term data stewardship

3. Make trusted data services an integral part 
of international collaborative scientific 
research

Strategic Targets





ORIGINS
• 2016 Vision of ITO: to Support development of 
Global Research Data Infrastructure (GRDI), 
previously done pro bono by members

• 2017 Awarded to Ocean Networks Canada, 
NRC’s Canadian Astronomy Data Centre, and the 
University of Waterloo’s Canadian Cryospheric
Information Network/Polar Data Catalogue












