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Does not hold any data itself, or provide direct access to 
data

Researchers are directed to the source/service where 
the data may be obtained or analysed

Automatically, frequently and periodically harvests 
metadata from Service Providers

Fully automated harvesting ensures that Data Catalogue 
content is up to date
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CESSDA Data Catalogue (CDC)

https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/


Basic Features



Help - Tooltips



Filters



Filters - Dates



Filters - Summary



Filters - Summary



Results - Results Per Page



Results - Sort Order 



Results - Display Language



Study - Options



Study - Go to Study



Study - Details



Study - Similar



Results - Json Format



Harvested from CESSDA Service Providers

• Currently 10 endpoints, circa 20,000 records
• NESSTAR servers with OAI-PMH (DDI 1.2.2)
• Standalone OAI-PMH servers 

• inc Dataverse and Kuha2
• Can add more different types

Mapped from DDI 1.2/2.5 to CMM (CESSDA Metadata 
Model)

Metadata - Harvesting



Plus XSD file for pre-harvesting checks

Metadata - Mapping to CMM



Many and various, including:
Leading and trailing spaces or non-printing characters
Capitalisation
Missing/incorrect language tags
Date and time formats
Alternative accepted spellings (e.g. Surinam, Suriname*)

*State in South America, formally referred to as Republic of 
Suriname

Metadata - Issues



Hosted on Google Cloud Platform
Microservices - Docker containers
Clustering for resilience and scalability - Kubernetes
load balancing
auto-increase/decrease computing capacity with demand
internal and external health checks and alerts

Architecture



More metadata cleaning, transformation, disambiguation
Support for CESSDA Metadata Model v2
Harvest from other sources
Repository Handler adapter for OAI-PMH (DDI XML 3.2)
Make metadata harvestable by other aggregators

Identify relationships among all research entities
publications, data, funding, researchers, organisations 
and data sources

Further Work



One stop shop for Researchers
Find data from multiple providers
Easy to use User Interface
Simple search
Facet-based browsing
Advanced search
Compatible with Google Data Search
     - Special markup embedded in pages

Summary



Extensible
Add data sources (same as existing types)
Add data sources (new types)
Add UI languages
Cloud-based
Scalable and Resilient

https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/

Still a work in progress

Summary

https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/


Any Questions?

Thanks for listening



Members

25

» Austria
» Belgium
» Czech Republic
» Denmark
» France
» Finland
» Germany
» Greece
» Hungary
» Netherlands
» Norway
» Portugal
» Slovakia
» Slovenia
» Sweden
» Switzerland (Observer)
» UK


