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 1914] GIFFEN: STATISTICS 93

 of statistics successively, is practically complete. The editors are
 to be congratulated on the accomplishment of a difficult and

 laborious task with judgment and success.

 All who knew Giffen, whether personally or only from his
 writings, will be very glad to turn over these pages and recog-
 nise in them all his familiar traits, his turns of expression, and
 his outlook on economic problems; but they will find very little
 that is new to them either in facts or ideas. On the other hand,
 the student of descriptive economics, who has not had such
 opportunities, can derive great benefit from this book if he will
 read it thoughtfully with a modern issue of the Statistical
 Abstract at his hand. Statistical information has been developed
 and improved in many ways since 1900, and several pages, as the
 author wrote them, are no longer applicable; but essential methods
 are unchanged, there is still need for knowledge and experience
 in drawing true lessons and avoiding mistakes when handling
 official statistics, and perhaps no one has ever had quite so sure
 a touch and so developed a statistical sense in drawing the maxi-
 mum of ascertained fact out of a complexity of imperfect numerical
 data as had Giffen at his best.

 In most chapters some account is given of the discussions
 on economic questions which have been based on the statistics
 described; thus allusion is made to vaccination under death
 statistics, to free trade under imports and exports, to the suffi-
 ciency of the world's supply of wheat under agriculture, of coal
 under mineral statistics, and so on; bimetallism and the banking-
 reserve also find places. These digressions are fragmentary and
 not always illuminating, but they emphasise in a very significant
 way the importance of statistics to the economic student.

 A useful distinction is made between administrative and socio-
 logical statistics, based on interesting historical accounts of the
 origin and development of various branches of statistics. In fact,
 in most of those cases where statistics reach back for more than
 a generation, they were established simply for purposes of admini-
 stration, e.g., so that the Treasury should have material for
 estimates, or that local and detailed official work might be checked;
 and these records must be continued in the same form. Thus it
 happens, and will happen, that officially compiled information
 very generally does not follow the lines that the economic in-
 vestigator needs, and it is quite important that the divergencies
 should be realised in detail. Unfortunately, though our author
 is full of cautions and suggestions of possibilities of error, he never
 gives any means of measuring the numerical effect of the differ-
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 ences between the ideal and actual information. The application
 of statistics, then, remains a matter of judgment, not of scientific
 analysis; that this should be so is completely characteristic of
 Giffen's work and methods.

 A. L. BOWLEY

 The Farm Labourer: The History of a Modern Problem. By

 0. JOCELYN DUNLOP. (London: Fisher Unwin. 1913.

 Pp. 260.)

 The Land Hunger: Life under Monopoly. Descriptive letters,

 &c., with an Introduction by Mrs. Cobden Unwin and an

 Essay by Mr. Brougham Villiers. (London: Fisher Unwin.
 1913. Pp. 232.)

 The Tyranny of the Countryside. By F. E. GREEN. (London:
 Fisher Unwin. 1913. Pp. 261.)

 Miss DUNLOP'S book makes very attractive reading. The

 style is terse, the matter interesting, and the Writer follows
 throughout the excellent plan of giving exact references to the

 authorities from which her statements are derived. The book

 on analysis divides into three parts : conditions before 1815,
 1815 to 1880, present-day problems. The second part (Chaps.

 3 to 5) is, without doubt, the strongest. The writer here draws
 with just liberality on her original authorities, in particular the
 Reports of Committees and Commissioners, concerning the Poor

 Laws, Allotments of Land, and the Employment of Women and
 Children in Agriculture. The tale of the Agricultural Unions in
 the 'seventies is told directly from the contemporary literature,

 from the Labourers' Union Chronicle, The Times, The Con-
 gregationalist, and Joseph Arch's Story of His Life. It is
 surprising that, in the earlier portions of her book, Miss Dunlop
 neglects the richest mine of all-the manifold writings of William
 Cobbett.

 "If all England had been like Northumberland," said Mr.

 Tufnell, "this Commission [i.e., on the Employment of Women
 and Children in Agriculture, 1867-9] ought not to have been
 issued"; *and throughout her book the writer justly emphasises
 the difference between the North and the South of England.
 The North never had in any degree the curse of Speenhamland.
 Life there was rough and keen, but food was wbolesome and
 there was cheap fuel for cooking and warmth and the drying of
 clothes. The problem of a landless labour was solved," says
 Miss Dunlop of the North, "by higher wages, while still in the
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