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January 8, 1833,
Joseph Sabine, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair.

The Chairman opened the business of the Meeting by referring
to the By-laws under which it was held, and stated the anticipation
of the Council that the General Meetings for the transaction of
Scientific Business, of which the present was the first, would be
productive of great advantage to science. He adverted to the
known abilities and industry of many of the Members of the So-
ciety, who have contributed to the Proceedings of the Committee
of Science and Correspondence, (the meetings of which have now
ceased,) and dwelt on the certainty of much important information
being communicated by their continued labours. There were also
other Members equally in possession of facts of interest, and equally
capable of imparting the knowledge of them, to whom the Society
might look with confidence for contributions. He trusted that these
experienced zoologists would be continually excited to fresh dis-
coveries, by the acquisition of additional subjects of investigation
in the Seciety's Menagerie and Museum, and that others would
be stimulated by their example to pursue similar inquiries with
equal zeal, and with all the increased facilities for successful study
afforded by more extensive collections. The result of suchresearches
would, he hoped, be freely brought before the Society at the Meet-
ings which had now commenced, and which would thereby be ren-
dered at once interesting to the Members, and important to the ad-
vancement of knowledge.

The Secretary then read the By-laws referred to in the Chairman’s
address.

The Vice-Secretary called the attention of the Meeting to astuffed
specimen of the M'horr Antelope, which was exhibited on the table.
He remarked that it belonged to that form ofthe genus to which the
name of Antilope Dama has been given, on account of the horns
being curved forwards; a character meritioned by Pliny as helonging
to the animal which he designated Dama, and which was also of
transmarine origin. By references, however, to other classical
authors, Mr. Bennett was induced to infer that the same name was
used by them to designate another animal which was subservient to
the chase in Europe, and not imprebably the Fallow Deer.
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The earliest distinct mention in wwodern times of an dutelope of
the form of Dama was by Buffon, who described under the name
of Nanguer, an animal brought by Adanson from Senegal: on
this description is founded the Aut. Dama of Pallas. Under the
same name M. Lichtenstein and M. Ruppel have severally described
an Antelope with procurved horns, the Addra or Leddra of Nubia
and Upper Egypt. These differ, however, in colouring from each
other, and also from the M'/horr of Tatileht ; and Mr. Bennett was
thercfore disposed to regard them as distinct races of the same form
of Antelope, (a form for which the name of Dame may be retained,)
and to consider them provisionally as the representatives of three
species, equivalent probably in value to the Coriune and Kevel re-
cently distinguished by M. F. Cuvier from the Gazelle, Ant. Dorcas,
Pall. He characterized them respectively under their local names
as follows :—

Genus AnTiLoOPE, Pall.

Sectio, Damz. Cornua reflexa, annulata; versus apicem in-
signiter procurva, levia. Collum elongatuw, maculi media antica
transversi albi.

ANTILOPE MHORR. Ant. obseure badius; facie albidd wvittis tribus
griseis, vel nigrescentibus ; prymnd lineique latd utrinque inde
antrorsum ductd, caudd, ventre, artubusque interné anticg posti-
ceque albis ; coloribus abruptis.

AxtiLore NANGUER. dnt. suprd fulva ; infrd, prymnd, cluni-
busque totis albis.

ANTILOPE ADDRA. Ant. collo dorsoque medio dilute fulvis ; in-
Jia, prymud, dorso posteriore, lateribusque albis.

The individual of the M horr A uelope exhibited was one of the
two recently presented, while living, to the Society by E. W. A.
Drummond Hay, Esq., Corr. Memb. Z.S., His Majesty’s Consul Ge-
neral at Tangier, for whom it had been procared by the exertions of
W, Willshire, Esq, Corr. Memb. Z.S,, Vice-Consul at Mogadore.
The characters of the animal were further illustrated by reference
to an imperfect skin, also presented to the Society by Mr. Drum-
mond Hay.

Mr. Bennett's detailed description of the M'horr Antelope will be
published, with a figure, in the Society’s Transactions,

At the request of the Chairman Mr, Spooner read the following
Notes of the post mortem examination of the Mhorr Anielope:—

“ The external conformation of the animal exhibited great ema-
ciation. Onlaying open the abdominal cavity it was remarked that
the peritoneal secretion was more abundant than is usual in health,
and the membrane exhibited marks of chronicinflammation through-
out its extent, but more particularly in the portion reflected over
the small intestines. Several hydatids were adherent to the me=
sentery and omentum. The latter viscus was extremely thin and
transparent, and did not possess the slightest portion of adeps, which
is somewhat singularin the Ruminantia, among which an accumu-
lation of udeps is gencrally observed in this wiscus, even where great
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emaciation has been present in other parts. The anatomical struc-
ture of the abdominal viscera, for the most part, agreed with the
same in the tribe of Anielopesin general.

« The kidneys were healthy, and were rather larger than is usual,

while the bladder was very small. The renal capsules were of an
oblong figure, and situated about half an inch anterior to the kid-
neys. . .
« The tendinous portion of the diaphragm was very extensive,
and most beautifuily developed, having nearly the appearance in
colour of the tapetum lucidum of the eye. The substance of the lungs
was hepatized, and there were in many parts adhesions to the in.
ward surface of the ribs. The right lung consisted of four lobes,
the left of three. The right side of the heart was peculiarly flaccid,
and the blood found in both sides was very dark in colour, and had
not undergone coagulation. The wena ozygos passed upon the
left side of the spine, and terminated in the anterior cava: I have
observed a similar disposition in the Skeep and Chamois, but in the
latter animal the termination was in the posterior cava.”

A stuffed specimen was exhibited of a female of the Alarressed
Anielope, Antilope scripta, Pall., which had lived for some months
in the collection of the Zoological Society of Dublin, by whom it
was presented to the Society.

Preparations were exhibited of the frechee of the Penelope Guan
of M. Temminck, and of the Anas Magellanica, Auct., and Mr,Yar-
rell read the following short descriptions of them,

« The trackea of the Guan is uniform in size and substance
throughout its whole length, After descending by the neck in the
usual way, it is extended and passes downwards under the skin, but
over the outer surface of the pectoral muscle on the right side, to
the extent of 2 inches beyond the angle formed by the junction
of the two portions of the os_furcatorium. The tube of the trachen
is then reflected, and ascending tb the cavity of the thorax, again
turns to be carried to the lungs as in other Birds, and is previded
with one pair of true muscles of voice, which have the usual origin
and insertion. The loop or fold of the tube formed on the surface
of the pectoral muscle is imbedded in cellular tissue, and further
retained in its place by a strong ligament, which firmly adbering
to the loop, passes backwards to be first attached to the posterior
angle of the sternum, and afterwards dividing once, and passing still
further backwards, the two slips are inserted on the two elongated
pubic points of the pelvis.

<« This structure in the Guan has been noticed and figured by
M. Temminck, in his ¢ Histoire des Pigeons et Gallinacés,” but this
is the first opportunity that has occurred of exhibiting a preparation
from the bird on the table of the Society.

¢« The ¢rachea of the male Magellanic Goose is furnished with a
large hollow bony protuberance on the left side, near the bottom of
the tube, at the point of divarication, similar in character to those
observed in the wading Ducks, but differing in its form. fhe dorsal
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surface is flat, the external surface convex, the lateral circumference
rounded.

¢ The male of the Egyptian Goose possesses also a bony enlarge-
ment at the same part ; but as much difference exists between the
appendages in these two Geese, as is known to prevail in the form
of the enlargements of the rachee in the various species of Ducks.

¢« The protuberance in the Egyptiun Goose is much broader than
it is high, its greatest measurement being in the line of its trans-
verse diameter ; that of the Magellanic Goose is, on the contrary,
higher than it is broad, and its line of greatest measurement is from
before backwards.

¢ As in all those Ducks possessing tracheal enlargements of bone
only, the stomach of the Magellanic Goose is a true muscular gizzard,
with a small internal cavity having a dense and strong cuticular
lining ; the intestines are long and furnished with two cecal append-
ages, each 9 inches in length. This bird has also one pair of true
muscles of voice. [t and the Egyptian Goose are the ouly species
of Anser, as far as I am aware, in which any bony enlargements
have been noticed. They bear considerable general resemblance
to each other in the colour of their plumage, and both exhibit a
brilliant speculum on the wing, like those observed in the Ducks.”

Specimens were exhibited of numerous Mollusca and Conchifera,
hitherto undescribed, which form part of the collection made by
Mr. H. Cuming, during a voyage undertaken by him in 1827, 1828,
1829, and 1830, for the purpose of obtaining subjects in Natural
History on the western coast of South Awmerica, its adjacent islands,
and many of those which form the Archipelago of the South Pacific
Ocean. Nearly three hundred new species of these classes have
been already brought under the notice of the Committee of Science
and Correspondence, at various meetings during the past year, and
characters of them from the pens of Mr. Broderip and Mr.G. B. Sow-
erby, have been published in the Proceedings of that Committee.
The remaining species Mr. Cuming proposes to lay before the
Society from time to time, as the descriptions of them are com-
pleted. The intention of publishing coloured figures of them was
again announced.

The new species exhibited at the present Meeting were accom-
panied by characters by Mr. Broderip. They are as follow :—

Genus SPONDYLUS.

SpoNDYLUS PRINGEPS. Spond. testd rotundatd, G-costatd, rubrd,
spinosd, spinis lingulatis, latis ; costis interstitialibus 5 spinosis,
spinis brevioribus ; intas albd, limbo lato profund@ plicato, rubro ;
long. 5%, alt. 5, lat. 3 poll. (spinis haud inclusis).

Hab. ad losulam Platam Columbixe Occidentalis.

Found attached to coral racks at the depth of seventeen fathoms.

In old specimens the interior is of a brownish hue, especially at
the hinge.—W. J. B.

SroNDYLUS DUBLUS, Spond. testd subrotundatd, croced, 6-costatd,
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costis interstitialibus numerosis, spinis_frequentibus, brevibus, sub-
arcuatis ; intus albd, limbo lato plicato croceo, plicis numerosis :
long. 4%, alt. 4%, lat. 2% poll. (spinis inclusis).

FHab. in Americd Centrali. (Gulf of Tehuantepec).

Oss. Varietas forsan Spond. Principis.

Dredged up from ten fathoms attached to shells—W. J. B.

SronpYLUs LeucAcanTna. Spond. testd rotundatd, 6-costatd,
spinosd, subcroced, spinis sublingulatis, subrejlexis, longioribus,
albis ; interstitiis striatis; costis interstitialibus 3 (medid mazima)
spinosis, spinis brevioribus; inlds albd, limbo angusto pallide
subcroceo - long. 2y, alt. 23, lat. 14 poll. (spinis haud inclusis).

Hab, ad Insulam Platam. '

Oges. Spinis infrd subcanaliculatis —W. J. B.

SroNDYLUS ACULEATUS. Spond. testd rotundatd, plansusculd,
albd, spinis aculeatis, subrecurvis, frequentibus, gracilibus korvidd :
long. 1, alt. 1, lat. § poll. (spinis haud inclusis).

Hab. in Oceano Pacifico. (Lord Hood’s Isiand.)

YFound attached to a picce of coral on the reefs.—W. J. B.

Genus TriTON.

TRITON LIGNARIUS. T7it. testd globoso-pyriformi lomgitudinali-
ter subplicatd, transversim granuloso-striatd, jlavd striis satura=
tioribus ; columelld excavatd, aperturce limbo luteo-sanguineo, den-
tibus albis ; labro lato, crasso; caudd mediocri subrecurvd ; epi-
dermide fuscd, reticulatd, ad labrum villosd : long. 1%, lat. % pol}l]

Hab. ad Portum Protrero ct Panamam.

The elevated strie, especially the two middle ones of the body
whorl, are of a much darker colour than the ground of the shell,
which is reddish yellow, here and there mottled with whitish on the
longitudinal plaits, and on the ledge of the lip. The teeth of the
outer lip are verylarge, and there 15 one very large one at the upper
angle of the inner lip. The reticulated epidermis is villous at the
outer lip, and the villous edges mark the stages of growth in young
specimens. Found in sandy mud at a depth of from seven to twelve
fathoms,—W. J. B.

TriTon coNstrICTUS. Trit. lestd fusiformi, valde distortd, trans-
wversim noduloso-striatd, subcancellati, subfulvd ; spird elongatd,
altenuatd ; canali brevissimd, subrecurod; aperturd coarctotd,
Limbo castaneo, granuloso, granulis albidis: long. 2%, lat. 13 poll.

Hgb. ad Montem Christi et Xipixapi.

Another species of those shells called grimaces. It differs ma-
terially both from Trit. Anus and Trit. clathratus, is a heavier shell
than the latter, and has a much longer spire and shorter canal than
either of those species, while it wants the laminated border that so
remarkably surrounds the aperture of Trit. Anus, and is even more
distorted.

Mr, Cuming dredged it up from sandy mud from seven to ten
fathoms below the surface—W. J. B,

TriTON TIGRINUS, Trit. lestd fusiformi, leevi, subcostatd, anfrac.
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tibus subangulatis, hinc et hinc subnodosis, anfraclu basali ven-

tricoso, lato, et suturam juzta carinato; spird elongatd, attenuatd ;

croceo-fuscd, varicibus et labri limbo externo, nigro wel castaneco

maculatis ; aperturd expansd, auranliocd, strigis et maculis nigro-

custaneis pictd; epidermide fuscd, subfoliaced: long. 6%, lat. 4
oll.

Hglz. in Americi Ceantrali. (Guacomayo.)

This fine shell bears some distant resemblance to Trit. femoralis,
and there was a specimen in the Tankerville collection marked No.
1718. a. in the Catalogue as a variety of that species in these terms:
¢ Var. notabilis, latissima, aperturi expansi.” This resecmblance is
greater in dwarfs than in well-grown individuals, but the length and
shape of the spire, the comparative smoothness, the breadth of the
ventricose body-whorl, the expanded aperture with its rich orange
mouth, variegated towards the border of the outer lip with dark
chestnut stripes in pairs, and the shortness of the canal, indicate that
T'rit. ligrinus is very distinct trom Trit, femoralis; and Mr, Sowerby,
who drew up the Tankerville Catalogue, is now of that opinion. The
throat or internal part of the aperture is of a blueish white, and, as
in the rest of the species, the outer lip, and, consequently, the wa-
rices, acquire a greater thickness as the shell advances in age. The
epidermis is particularly foliaceous upon the varices and edge of the
cuter lip.

Mr. Cuming dredged up this species at Guacomayo from a bot-
tom of sandy mud at the depth of eleven fathoms.—W. J. B.

Tritox RUDIS. T7it, testd puwato-fusiformi, fulvd, transversim
lincatd, longitudinaliter unduloso-nodosd ; aperturd albd, labro
intzZ?s denticulato ; epidermide fuscd, rugosd: long. 13, lat. 1%

oll.

Ht{)b. ad Peruviam. (Iquiqui.)

The aperture of'this shell has the appearance of white porcelain,
and the internal denticles, placed about the eighth of an inch from
the margin of the lip, are ranged in a line. There are a few obscure
plaits towards the bottom of the pillar, and the canal is open, very
short, and somewhat recurved. This species approaches Buccinum
very closely.

Found in mud and sand at a depth of from six to ten fathoms, and
in coarse gravel at the depth of nine fathoms.—W. J. B.

TriToN LINEATUS.  Trit, festd sub-fusiformi, undulato-nodulosd,
subcancellatd, pallide flavd lineis transversis crenulatis, fusco-
castaneis, frequentibus vittatd; anfractibus subventricosis, vari-
cibus crassis; aperture ovate margine albo, denticulato, fauce
atro-purpured: long. 23, lat. 1% poll.

Hab. ad Insulas Gallapagos.

In young shells the rich dark purple of the throat, with its denti-
culated white border, is absent, but in these the warices are thick
and large. In a young shell of this species I found the remains of
a very beautiful Pagurus, which is new to me. The legs, two of
which are the only visible remnants, are of a brownish black, and
the feet arc tipped with red.  The body whorl of Trit. lineatus (in-
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cluding the canal which is woderate,) is twice the length of the
spire, and much more ventricose than the other whorls.
Found in coral sand, in six fathoms.—W. J. B.

TriToN ciBBOsUS. Trit. testd sub-fusiformi, subfulvd vel sub-
fuscd, subnodulosd, transversim creberrimeé lineatd 5 anfractibus
subtrigonis ; aperturd subrotundd, albd, labri expansi radiati
margine interno dentato : long. 1%, lat. 1% poll.

Hab. ad Panamam et ad Montem Christi,

'This shell approaches Trit. lineatus, but differs from it in many

points.

Found in coarse sand at the depth of seven fathoms.—W. .J. B.

TRITON SCALARIVORMIS. Trit. lestd fustformi, sordide albd, sub-
cancellatd, lineis transversis elevalis, crussiusculis, crenulatis, cre-
bris wittatd; labri limbo subfimbriato ; cunali brevi, subrecurvd :
long. %, lat. 3 poll.

Hab. in sinu Montijano.

This elaborately wrought species has the varices, in well-grown
specimens, placed with a regularity that almost entitles it to a situ-
ation among the Ranellee. 1t was found in coarse sand at the depth
of ten fathoms.—W. J. B.

Triton convoLuTus. Trit. testd fusiformi, spird elongatd, albidd,
lineis elevatis, subncutis, creberrimis wittatd ; labri margine cre-
nulato: long. 1., lat. 3 poll.

Mous. Sowerby.

This species approaches Trit. scalariformis, but differs materially
from it. The lines which gird Trit. convolutus are much finer, much
more frequent than those of 1'rit. scalariformis, and are without the
crenulations that distinguish the coarser ridges of the latter. There
are also other points of difference, and the varices are irregular and
not arranged in a nearly lateral direction as they are in the last-
meritioned species.

%r.JSowerb_v, who sent me this shell, does not know its locality.
—W.J. B,

Genus TuRBINELLA.

TURBINELLA TUBERCULATA. Turb. testd fusiformi-turritd, trans-
versim tuberculato-costatd, et insterstitialiter strintd, awfracti-
bus angulatis, angulis noduliferis, albidd costis nodulisque nigro-
castaneis ; aperturd albd, columelld 3—A-plicatd : long. 1, lat. 1

poll.
Hab. ad Insulas Gallapagos.
Feund under stones,
This shell, in its general appearance, approaches some of the
Pleurotomata, which have a short canal. —W. J. B.

TursINELLA ARMATA. Turb. testd fusiformi, transversim siriatd,
tuberculis spinisque _fortibus muricatd, griseo castaneoque fasciatd
et maculati ; aperturd albd ; columelld 6—T-plicatd, labro sinuato,
intus striato et dentato, dentibus castaneis : long. 2%, lat. 1% poll.
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Hab. ad Insulany Elizabethee.

The tubercles and strong spines are disposed in transverse series.
The angle of the body whorl is coronated with spines, and then fol.
lows, after an interstitial transversely striated space, a band of large
tubercles ; this is followed by an intermediate space transversely
ribbed and striated, and towards the base is an elevated transverse
ridge, armed with stout but rather blunt spines; the other whorls
have one row of spines only, and no tubercles,

Found on the coral reef.—W. J, B.

TurBINELLA Cmstus. Turb. testd subrhomboided, crassissimd,
ponderosissimd, albd, anfractu basali longitudinaliter subplicato,
angulato et transversim sulcato, angulo tuberculis conico acutls,
mazimis, armato, sulcis mazimis ; cingulis basalibus tuberculalis,
penultimo mazimo ; columelld quadriplicatd ; labro sinuato ; epi-
dermide crassd, longitudinaliter siriatd ; umbilico magno : long.
8%, lat. 33 poll.

Ha). ad Caraccas.

This specigs approaches nearest to Turb. pugillaris, but the dif-
ference of shape, the extreme thickness and weight of the shell, the
smaller number but increased size of the furrows, the immense bulk
of the conical tubercles, the reduced namber of the plaits on the
pillar, and the enlarged umbilicus, point it out as distinct,—to say
nothing of the epidermis, which is much thicker and coarser, and
not unlike that of Pyrulu patula, nobis. Turb. Ceestus varies much
in size, but not in character.

It was found in soft mud among the rocks of the bay —W. J. B.

Genus PcrPuRA.

Purrura XawrrHosTOMA, Purp. testd ovato-acuid, ventricosd,
tuberculiferd, longitudinaliter subplicatd, transversim costatd et
interstitialiter striatd, anfractibus angulatis; aperturd flavd, ni-
tente; labro intis substriato et denticulato, striis distantibus, den-
tibus intermedits 3 long. 3y, lat. 2% poll.

Hab. ad Valparaiso.

The angulated body-whorl, which is nearly thrice as long as the
spire, is crowned by waved tubercles. The aperture is of a shining
yellow, and the denticles, which are whitish, are generally placed
in pairs between the internal striee of the outer lip.

Dredged up from gravel and sand at a depth of from seven to
twenty-five fathoms—W. J, B.

A paper was read by Dr. Grant, ¢ On the Nervous System of
Berog Pilens, Lam., and on the Structure of its cilia.”

Dr. Grant having obtained, in September last, on the coast of
Sheppey, a specimen of this animal, examined it with great care; and
from this examination he describes it in detail as regards its external
form, its alimentary canal, its ovaries, and its two lengthened tenta-
cula, which latter organs distinguish it from the group comprehend-
ing Bero? ovetus ; and mark it as the type of a genus designated by
Péron Eucharix, and by Dr. Fleming Pleurobrachic.
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At a short distance above the mouth a double transverse filament,
resembling in colour the abdominal nerves of Pectinaria, surrounds
the body: it swells out in each space intervening between the
bands of cilia into a ganglion ; and from each of these ganglia there
pass on each side two nerves to the adjoining band, while a larger
filament proceeds upwards to beyond the middle of the body, having
two or three smaller ganglionic enlargements, from which filaments
are detached to the wiscera. The whole of this system is seated
near the surface of the body. In the circular disposition of the
central filarments and ganglia, and in the regular radiation of nerves
from that centre, it resembles the nervous system of Holothuria and
Asterias among the Fchinodermata.

The comparatively large size of the cilia on the Beroé Pilcus,
enabled Dr. Grant to observe their structure more satisfactorily
than in the microscopic animals on which they have previously been
particularly noticed. In the laiter they appear like flat tapering
flaments prolonged from the homogeneous cellular tissue of the body
to which they are attached. But in the Beroé it is evident that
they are ot single fibres, but consist of several straight, short, trans-
parent filaments placed parallel to each other in a single row, and
connected together by the skin of the animal, Jike the rays support-
ing the fin of afish. These fins are of the same breadth with the
band to which they are attached, and extend from the mouth to the
anus, there being about forty on each band. Under a lens the pa-
rallel fibres appear like transparent tubes, sometimes a little de-
tached from each other at their extremities, by injury done to the
connecting membrane, and at these parts the isolated spines pro-
ject stiffly outwards., When the ciliu are in active vibration, there
18ebserved along the middle of each band to which they are attached,
a motion like the continued undulations of a fluid. Connecting
this with the analogy which may be deduced from the motion pro-
duced in the tubular feet of dsterias and Echinus by the entrance
and exit of water sent into them by vessels destined for that office,
it seems highly probable that the motions of the cilia of Beroé are
intimately connected with the streams passing along the bands, and
that henge an explanation may be obtained of one of the most re-
markable pheenomena of animal mation, which is at the same time
one of the most frequent occurrence among the less highly or-
ganized of animated beings.

Dr. Grant’s paper will be published entire, with a figure of the
animal, in the Society’s Transactiouns.

Mr. Yarrell detailed some observations on the changes of plumage
in Birds; which he illustrated by Notes on several species in the
Society’s Gardens made by James Hunt, one of the Keepers.

In his observations Mr. Yarrell pointed out three modes by which
changes in the appearance of the plumage of birds are produced :
1. By the feather itself becoming altered in colour. 2. By the
bird’s obtaining a certain portion of new feathers without shedding
any of the old ones. 3. By an entire or partial moult, in which
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the old feathers are thrown off, and new ones produced in their
places. The first two of these modes of change are observed gene-
rally in the spring, indicating the approach of the breeding season;
the third is usually partial in the spring, and entire in the autumn.

The Keeper's notes furnish some remarkable instances of change
of plumage, observed by him on birds in the Society’s Menagerie:
—on the Ruyf; Tringa pugnaz, Linn,, in which the spring moult is
partial, and in which the ruff produced round the neck of the male
preparatory to the breeding season is found to differ in colour in
successive years; that of an individual which had it black in 1832
having been ash-coloured in 1831 :—on the Mandarin Duck, Anas
galericulata, Linn., which moults entirely in the spring, and under-
goes a partial moult in the autumn, to assume his breeding plumage:
—on the Summer Duck, Dendronessa sponsa, Swains.,which resembles
the preceding in its moult:—on the Cormorant, Carbo Cormoranus,
Meyer, which acquires in the spring white feathers on the head and
neck, and on the thighs, without parting with any of'its old feathers:
~—on the immature Herring Gull and lesser black-backed Guil, Lari
argentatus and fuscus, Brunn., which during two years have been
undergoing a continued change of colour in their feathers, inde-
pendent of moulting, which does not appear to influence the change
of colour:—and onthelaughing Gull, Larus ridibundus,Linn,, in which
the feathers of the head change in the spring from white to black,
the colour alone being changed without a feather being shed, and
the change being effected in four or five days ; in the autumn the
black feathers are moulted, and are replaced by white ones.

Mr. Yarrell stated his intention of entering more fully into the
explanation of the laws which regulate the changes of plumage in
Birds, in a paper which he is preparing to lay before an early meet-
ing of the Society.

A Note by James Hunt, one of the Society’s Keepers, was read.
It related to the breeding ofthe Passenger Pigeon, Ectopistes migra-
torius, Swains., in the Society’s Menugerie.

« A pair of these birds began to build their nest on the 25th of
April, 1832, having been three or four days in selecting a proper
place in a fir-tree in the inclosure approprated at the Gardens to
the Pigcons. The female was the nest-builder. The male bird
performed the most laborious part of the work: he collected and
conveyed to the spot all the materials, principally sticks and straw,
of which the nest was composed. He alighted on the back of the
female with each fresh supply, so as not to disarrange any part of
the nest which she had formed. They began their task in the
morning, and completed it the same evening. One egg was laid on
the morning of the 26th, and the female commenced sitting imme-
diately. A young bird was hatched in sixteen days. The male re-
lieved the female during the period of incubation.”

Another instance of the breeding in this country of the Pas-
senger Pigeon occurred nearly at the same time in the Menagerie
of the President,



