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During 1549 he made several visits to the 
Lalie-Superior region, once in company with 
Professor Agassiz, collecting largely. and pub- 
lishing the results in Agassiz' n7ork on that 
aegion. In  the autumn of 1850 he visited 
Califorliia, remaining the greater portion of 
the following year, stopping for a while a t  
Panani:~, collecting largely in many clepart-
ments of natural history in a region in which 
nearly eTery thiiig was new to science, esteiid- 
iiig his explorations through thc Colorado des- 
ert and as far east as the Piina villages. The 
niaterial collected in these regions was care-
fully s t ~ ~ d i e d  on his return, ancl tlie results pub- 
lished i11 the annals of the New-Tork lyceum. 
I11 1832 the LeContes removed to Philadelphia, 
where the greater portioii of the scientific labors 
of hot11 have since been publislied. For a few 
n~ontlisin 1857 LeC'onte accompanied the Iron- 
d ~ r a sinteroceanic survey, tlncler the late J. C. 
Trantn ine, publishing his observatioi~s in the 
report of tliat expedition. IIe visited a t  the 
same time the Fiiente de Sangre, contributing 
an account of that pheilorlienon in Squier's 
' Nicarag~ia.' 

After these voyages, LeConte's scientific 
labor lyas uninterruptecl until the breaking-out 
of the war. I n  1862 he mas appoiilted surgeon 
of volunteers, and shortly after inade meclical 
inspector with the rank of lieutenant-colonel ; 
in wliich position he remained until 1865, es-  
hibiting a capacity for organization and clirec- 
tion in a ~ i d e r  field than the cabinet to which 
he had hitherto confined himself. 

During the summer of 1567 he actecl as 
geologist of the surrey for tlie extension of 
the Union Pacific railwax so~~thwarcl to Fort 
Craig, under the colnlnand of Gen. TIT. \V. 
Wright. 13s  report, ~vhich i r ~  no may cle-
tracts from his reputation as an entomologist, 
was published ns part of the report of the sur- 
vey. 

I11 the autumil of 1869 Iie started for T<u-
rope with his family, remaining abroad until 
near the close of 157% ~ i s i t i ng ,  in the mean 
time, Algiers and Egypt. His residence abroad 
interrupted somewhat his autl~orship, but not 
his studies. He visited all tlie accessible pub- 

lic ancl private museurns ; and his wonderful 
memory of the species of his own cabinet en-
abled him to settle many cloubtful points of 
synonymy. Those who met him abroad mere 
deeply impressecl by liis thorough scholarship, 
nncl liis quick and accurate perception of the 
affinities of Coleoptera nrhicli lie had never 
before seen. On his return he resumed his 
labors, which continned, with slight interrup- 
tions by ill health, until within a week of his 
death. 

LeConte's career in science began in 1844 
with his first paper in the l~roceeclings of the 
Pliilaclelpliia academy, followed by others in 
other journals : these gave hut little evideiice 
of tlie iiiture pon ers of the man. rmtil, ill 1850, 
liis . Alonograph of Pselaphidae ' appeared, in 
which an arrangement of these minute forms 
mas proposed wliich reinaiils a t  present thebasis 
of the general classification of these insects. 
Shortly after appeared his ' Attempt to classify 
tlie longicorn Coleoptera of America, ilorth of 
Mexico,' -n work of far wider altplicatioii than 
inclicated by its title, in wliich numerous sug-
gestions of new characters and wider applica- 
tions of old ones are found: 

To follow his papers froin this period would 
be a history of scientific coleopterology in 
America. Their irnportaiice a i d  utility at-
tracted attelltioil abroad, and many were re-
priiited in whole or in part. As to their 
scope, they corer nearly every family i11 the 
order : ancl in every case his work is an im- 
provement on what prececled it ; lie a l l~ays  left 
a subject better than lie found it. 

Several of his morlis require a special notice. 
Ilis editioiz of tlie entomological writings of 
Say, in which he was assisted in their depart- 
ments by Baron Osten-Sacken and Mr. P. R .  
Uhler, proved of inestimable value to students 
by placing within easy access the n~orks of that 
pioneer of American science. The volumes 
a~l teared  in 1859, have run through sevel-a1 
eclitions, ancl are still in clemand. Realizing 
that his favorite branch needed greater encour- 
agement, he undertook, in 1860, the 'Classifi-
cation of the Coleoptera of Xorth America,' 
with the accompanying list of species, and de- 
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scriptions of new forms. This worli was never 
completed, but extendecl to tlie encl of the 
Cerambycidae. The interruption of the work 
by the war made an interval of time in which 
the edition of the earlier-issued parts became 
exhausted, and, to a certain extent, antiquated 
from more recent studies. The results of this 
book are abunda~ltly shown in the vast increase 
in the number of intelligent students ancl col- 
lectors, accon~paniecl by a f ~ ~ r t h e rdernancl for 
the exhaustecl edition, rendering a new one 
necessary. 

Before the new edition could be preparecl, it 
became imperative to study the Rhj nchophora ; 
and at this point 1,eConte macle one of tlie 
bolclest strolies of his career in the isolation of 
that series from other Coleoptera, ancl by pro- 
posing a classification of them as remarkable 
in novelty as it was true to nature. This was 
followecl by the ' Species of Iihynchophora,' 
pnblishecl as a separate volume by the Ameri- 
ean pl~ilosophical society. 

The preparatory studies having been thus 
completecl, LeConte lookecl forwarcl with pleas- 
ure to an entirely nely worli to replace the olcl 
' Classification,' ancl my co-operation was iu- 
vited in the preparation of monographic essays. 
Two Tears ago, his liealtll then slightlg- failing, 
he expressed the desire that the autliorsh~p of 
the nely work shoalcl be equally divided ; ancl 
in January, 1882, the worli mas begun. I t  was 
completecl in March, 1883, in time for him to 
realize that it hat1 becii at least re11 received. 
To  speak further of this w o ~ k  ~~roulcl, for obri- 
ons reasons, be inappropriate : sufEce it to say, 
tliat his first eclition made the ground-work of 
the second, ancl his spirit actuatecl the embel- 
lishment of the superstructure. 

Since the completion of this work, his health 
has not aclmitted of much stucly : but he con-
tinued his work until witliin a few clays of his 
death, ancl the incomplete mannscript mill be 
published in the form he desired. 

While LeConte's reputation will be based 
oil his entomologic,zl writings, he by no means 
limited hiillself to this fielcl. Mention has al- 
reacly been macle of several imyortailt geologi- 
cal contrihutiotls. There are others of less 

moment. He has contributed a number of 
articles on vertebrate paleontology, and several 
on existing mammals. His 'Zoological notes of 
a visit to Panama' (Proc. Philad. acad., 1852) 
illustrate the extent of his study in another 
direction. At least one article 011 purely social 
science has emanated from his pen. 

I n  a general review of liis writings, LeConte 
is found remarkably free from controversial 
tendencies. I-Ie gave to science the best re-
sults of his labor, linowing that what was 
worthy mould in time be adoptecl. I know 
that he was better pleased to have errors of 
his own corrected lhaii to correct those of an-
other. He was ab0x.e the limit of those petty 
jealousies ~rhiclltoo often ~ s r e ~ ~ a i l  betreen active 
rorliers in the same field. Those who sought 
his advice or assistance, either in person or by 
corresponclence, were always rnade welcon~e ; 
ancl tlic nurnerons cabinets determined by him 
gave eviclence alike of his industry an3 lib- 
erality. The result of LeCorite's labors has 
been the elemtion of coleopterology in Amer- 
ica from a traditional linomledge to a science 
wit11 a permanent ancl distinctive literature. 

LeConte \\-as president of the American as-
sociation for the advancement of science in 
18'74; and his aclclress on retiring, regarding 
the relations of the geogmphical clistribution 
of Coleoptera to paleontology, opened a new 
fielcl for the thoughtfi~l student. 

No prominent public position was ever held 
by LeConte. IIe was urged 1057 his f~iends  for 
the position of coil~missioner of agricultnre ; 
and, rhile he received an indorsement of which 
any man might be proud, the choice of Presi- 
dent Hayes gave it to another. That his eini- 
nence as a naturalist was recognizecl is shown 
in the numerous societies, at home and abroacl, 
of which he was elected a member. Of the 
entomological societies of London, France, and 
Berlin, he mas made an honorary member, -a 
clistinction attainable by few, from tile limited 
number allowed by the societies' rnles. A t  
the time of his death he was president of the 
American entomological societg-, ancl a vice-
president of the A~nerican philosophical so-
ciety. 
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I n  1861 Dr. LeConte was married to IIelen, 
daughter of the late Judge Grier, who, with two 
sons, survives him. 

Dr. LeConte dieti Nor.  15, 1883, and was 
buried in \Irest Laurel Hill cemetery, in the 
vicinity of Philadelphia. His death is an ir-
reparable loss to American science, ailcl a calam- 
ity ill his special department. 

portioils of the Southeri~ States was brolcen by 
the copious rains of the moath, but still con-
tinued in other sections. 

The storins uf tlie month present some 110-

ticeable features. The weather over tlle 
North Atlantic Ocean was generally stormy, 
being attended by a succession of stroi~g west- 
erly breezes. 'I'here were seven del~sessions 
charted on the ocean, all of which moved in a 
north-easterly direction. Of these, four were 

GEORGE15. ~IORX.continuations of storms in the Tiilitecl States, 

THE WEATHER InT OCTOBER, 1883. 

THEnlollthly review of the U. S. sigaal-ser-
vice gives in copious detail the weather condi- 
tions which prevailed ill October. The pecnliar 
feattlres of the month were the deficiency in 
temperature and excess in rainfall in the greater 
part of the country. Tile former was rnost 
strongly inarlied in the Missouri valley and 
New England, the mean temperature falling be- 
low the average 3 O . 7  ancl 3 O . 6  respectively in 
these'districts. In  Tennessee, Floiida, the Bio 
Grande valley, the South Atlailtic and Gulf 
states, however, tile mean temperature was 
from Pc.5 to 4O.3 above the average; so that 
the distribotion of temperature rras rather ir- 
regular. One iilstancc of a maximum tcmpcr- 
atnrc of 100" was noted, while the frosts were 
frecloent. 

The distribution of rainfall is indicated by 
the following table : -

Average precipitation for October, 1883. 
--. --- -. - --.- - -

1 Average for October. 1 
S i g n a l - ~ ~ r v i e eobservn- Comparison of1 

1 
tions. Octuiier, 1883, 

wit11 the avesnge 
For several For lSS3, for several years. 

yeara. , 
Inclres. 

N a n d . . . 1.821
III~ddleAtlantic states . 3.07 
South Atlantic statea . . 4.77 
Florida peninsula . . . 6.27 
Eastern gulf . . . . . 3.79 
Western gu l f .  . . . . 3.75 
Iiio Ciraride valley . . . 3.86 
Tennessee. . . . . . 3.42 
Ohio valley . . . . . 3.04 
f,owerlnl<es . . . . . 3.12 
Upperh1:es . . . . . 3.80 
Ex t reme  north-rveat . . 2.01 
Ul~pesMississippi valley, 3.19 
Missouri vellev . . . . / 2.01 
Northern slop% . . . ' 
Middle slope . . . . ' 1 
Southern slopc . . . . I. 
Northern plateau . . . 1 
Soi~t lrern plateau . . . 
Nor th  Ptlcific coast .  . 
Middle Pacific coast . : ! 
South Pacific coast .  . . 1 0 33 

I 1 

Inc l i~s .  
2.41 csccss. 
2.06 excess. 
1.63 iieficicncy. 
2.82 excess. 
1.28 deficiency. 
1.48 excess. 
2.9'2 deficiency. 
2.18 excesa. 
3.71 excess. 
0.26 deficiency. 
0.18 deficiency. 
0.92 excess. 
1.63excese. 
2.11 excess. 
1.13 excess. 
2.14 excess. 
1.51 excess. 
0.86 (leficicncy. 
0.17 exeelis. 
0.96 dciicieiicy. 
0.00 excess. 
0.83 cxccbs. 

1 -- -

one of which inovecl to the British coast : and 
one was a tropical hurricane which gave e ~ i -  
dence of its presence off tlie Atlantic coast by 
high winds at  coast stations, and which inoveti 
north-eastward as far as the tn,ei~tietli ineridian. 
Nine depressions were charted in the rn i t ed  
States ; all, with one exception, riioving north- 
easterly, and but one being a sexe1.e storm. 
This occurred on the 17th ancl 18th, causing 
violent gales 011 Lake Michigan, thougli few 
casualties were rel~ortecl. One depression 
nlored in quite an unusual path : it was re-
ported a t  Yuina, Arizona, on the 2c1, and 
morecl in a northerly direction into British 
-2merica. Tllere is reason to believe tliat it 
was a tropical hurricane which crossed Mexico 
in the latter part of September froin the Carih- 
bean Sea, and, recurring ill the Pacific, entercd 
thc country in Arizona as a weak depression. 
All of the tropical hurricanes of tliis season 
hare iiul their courses mainly in the ocean. 
Thong11 they have been fully as numerous and 
as scvcrc as usual, their ravages hare been 
confiilcd to thc islancls in their pat11 and to tile 
vesscls exposcd to their f ~ ~ r y .  

Snnspots continuc to be numerous. There 
was only one brilliant aurora in October, and 
this was ohscrvecl principally ill Ken 131igland 
ancl northern New Vorlc. Severe shocks of 
earthqualie nrcrc espcrie~iced in San Francisco 
on the 9th and loth,  causing considerable 
alarm, hut no material clamage. A new volcano 
has made its appearance, bursting oul in Ue-
ring Sea : it has been exceetliagly active, having 
already forinecl an island eight hul~l red  to 
twelve huiidred feet high. On tlie 20th a 
shower of mixed sailtl and water fell at  U i~a -  
laslllra, sixty iniles east of the rolcano, which 
inRy have come from it. 

The accoinpaii~-ing map represents the meall 
pressure, tenlperature, aricl ~viiicl-c7irectioiis. 
The farmer is worthy of note because of tlie 
regular increase of press~lre front west to east. 
Usually there are tn o high areas in Octol)er, -
one near the eastern coast, and the other in the 
north-western territories. The lnttel. was want- 
ing in October of this year. Tlle drought in Kew England a n ~ l  in some 


