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R. Pennant, whofe zoological labours will ever be confidered M as a prime ornament to the fcience of Natural Hifiory as 
well as his native country, profeffes to have had no opportunity 
of feeing this fpecies of Sgualus. W e  lament that fuch copious 
and elaborate works fliould ever be defe&ive in any refpea ; yet, 
whoever has turned his thoughts to iuch compofitioiis, muit be 
fenfible that deficiencies *are unavoidable. To complain of fuch 
omifions marks the PPeudo-naturaliit. Infiead of noting what has 
not been done, the grateful mind of a true naturalilk receives with 
thankfulnefs what is colleCted for his information ; he is anxious 
t o  fupply little defeats, and feels a laudable pride in making uie of 
the  opportunity. I am induced from motives of this kind, to lay 
befare our fociety the dekription of the Porbeagle Shark. 

During my fiay at Hatlings in the month of September 1793, 
the  fiihermen brought this animal to ihore. My friend the Rev. 
Mr. Whitear (to the ingenuity of whofe fon, Mr. William Whitear, 
I am indebted for the drawing of its figure, which is executed with 
great exatknek), happening to be at the Pea-Gde a t  the  time, fecured 
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it for my infpefiion. It had been landed about four hours when I 
firit faw it. 

T h e  lcngth of the body, from the tip of the nofe to the extre- 
mity of the tail, was three feet ten inches. T h e  colour of the body 
was a deep blue on the back, and white or Glvery underneath. 
T h e  ihapc was round, except for about fix inches from the tail, 
where it was deprefled. At  about one inch from the tail was a 
femicircular or lunar foffule or imprefion, the p i n t s  towards the 
tail. Where the body was deprefled, the Gdcs were raifed into a 
iharp angle or elevated line. This line was about eight inches 
long, and ran out into the middle of the tail, or fomething more. 

On either fide from the 
nofe to the eyes, were numerous minute perforations or pores. 
The  eyes were placed four inches from the point of the nofe, and 
were upon an exaA level with the furface of the body. They were 
arl inch iri diameter, the pupil black, the irides white. Five inches 
and a half behind the eyes were five gills (Jpiracula) placed in a re- 
gular ieries ; the apertures were perpendicular, and about three 
inches long : they occupied a fpace of nearly three inches and a half. 

Immediately behind the gills were the peAoral fins, which were 
eight inches long, and behind of a femilunar form. Six inches 
behind the peaoral fins, the ventral were placed; they were three 
inches three quarters long, and behind alfo femilunar. Between 
the ventral fins was a longitudinal aperture nearly three inches 
long. Intro jiiuuram utrinque rnamrniIla breuis carnga J: carjilqgi- 
nea; Four inches behind the ventral fins the anal appeared, oiie 
inch feven eighths long. It was placed vertically, behind femi- 
lunar. The  bafe of the tail was four inches from the anal fin. 
T h e  tail was of a lunar form, vertical, the upper lobe nearly one 
third longer than the lower. 
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It weighed twcnty-fix pounds. 

T h e  nofe was projelting and harp .  



82 Dr. GOODENOUGH'S DeJCription of the Podeagle Shad, 

Of the dorfal fins, the firfi was fifteen inches and three quarters 
from the point of the nole; it itood ere& four inches and a half 
high, and five and a half long. T h e  fecorid was twelve inches be- 
hind this, of the fame length and Gze as the anal, to which it 
flood nearly oppotite. 

. T h e  &in, when itroked backwards, was a little roughiih, and an 
obfolete line of minute tubercles ran from the head down the tides, 
and at length ended in the thick elevated ridge, which took place at 
the depreflion of the body near the tail. 
- W e  have been hitherto fpeaking of the fins and the-upper Gde of 
the body. 

On thcunder fide, from the point of the nofe to the noitrils, 
were numerous minute pores or perforations. T h e  noftrils were 
three inches from the point of the nofc, of a lunar form, the extre- 
mities pointing towards the tail. At an inch and oiie eighth from 
the noitrils, was the highefi part of the curvature of thc mouth. 
T h e  mouth was feemicircular, about five inches wide. The  upper 
jaw had two rows of teeth, except in the front, where the two 
middle one8 flood fingle. The under jaw had two rows alfo, ex- 
cept in the front, where the two middle teeth had a triple row. 
The inward row was bent inwards, the others 811 turned outward. 
T h e  teeth were white, very harp, fmootli, two-edged, with a little 
acute procefs at  the bafe on either fide. This procefs in many lay 
concealed within the  gum^. The tongue lvas white, very h r t  and 
cartilagineous. 

All the fins were blueifh before and whitifh behind; fhey were 
alfo all of a firm texture, very firong, cartilagineous, and to all a p  
pearance, for I did not difGeEt them, without bone or nerve. 

T h e  genus of Sqmlus is not we11 known, otving to the very im- 
perfeEt defcriptions which we have of them; this has induced 
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me to be fo very particular in my account of this fpecies. If I am 
wrong in fuppoting it the Porbeagle of Mr. Pennant, I can anfwer 
for the exaanefs of the defcription. It cannot be the Bgaumaris 
Shark, becaufe Mr. Davies (upon whofe confummate accuracy any 
one may implicitly rely) defcribes it with a blunt nofe; this has a 
iharp one. Upon what authority Gmelin joins the Porbeagle and 
Beaumaris harks  as one fpecies, I do not pretend to know. Per- 
haps it would be advifable that thofe who have opportunities 
fiould examine them very minutely. Gmelin defcribes it as having 
a fold or plait (plica) on each Gde of the tail. la the prefent fpe- 
cies there was a firong elevated line or ridge, but nothing of a plait. 

From the rows of the teeth, the fifhermen who caught it judged 
it to be two years old. My friend Mr. Whitear told me, that he 
has feen them eight feet long, with a triple row of teeth. 

There was noth-Tnibe Romach. 
T h e  effential charaaer of this fpecies may be expreffed as fol- 

S. coypore fereti mtice acuio caudam vcrJus a2preJo et utrinque mga- 
lows : 

h L O *  

TAB. 15 reprefents an outline of the Sgualur Cot*nubicus, one 
fourtli of its natural Gze, 

M 2  XIX. Ob-. 


