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O C C A S I O N A L  PAPERS. 
This  portion of tlic Number is reserved for Articles, either Original 

or Compilcd, on Profcesional Sobjccts connected with Foreign NavaI 
and 3f i l ih ry  mrrttcrs; also for Notices of Professional Books, eithcr 
Foreign or English. 

It is rcqaestcd t h t  communiccrtions or Looks for review may be 
addreseed to Colonel Lonsdalc H d c ,  a t  tlie Royal United Service 
Institution, 7Vhiteliall Yard, London, S.W. 

TIIE CXV.4LRY DIVISION A S  A BODY I N  TIIE FIGIIT (DIE 
K.i\..\LLERtE I ) I V l S I O S  ALS SCnL.\CttTESh.OERrER). 

By tlic Author of “ Tlic Ammicut,  l’raiiiiug, arid Emplojuieiit of 
Cavalry.”’ 

Translated by periiiissioii froni tlic Gcrniau by Cq)hin  G. E LEVERSOS, R.E. 

I’reftccce. 
THE following pqcs arc iiitchtlcd for tlie Geriiiaii czralry :- 

It lint1 iiot been my iiitentioii to ybl is l i  tlicni ‘ost yct; Iioacvcr, two 
itamis 11m-c iiicluce(1 iiic not to keep t iem hick auy longer :- 

I. Tlic crceptiorially flattering criticisms with which niy lwiiplilct : “011 
the Armamcut, ‘l‘miiiiiig! Organizztion, mid Eiiiploynietit of Chvalry ” lrm 
beeti rcceivd, not only ti1 Germany, but nko iu Austria, Switserlaiid, auct 
FrnllCe. 

2. Suggestions, corning froni the liigliest quarters in tlic Gerniaii Army 
itself, to go oti liere arid tliere with tlic matter wliicli Ii:ul been sketclied out 
in my foincr  1imiplilct. 

I nt oncc acted oii this siifgcstion, tlic niorc willingly as it entailed iiotliiiig 
morc than sorting aud armiigiiig tlic matter, wliicli lay iu uiy dear old desk, 
t tc repository of my joys mid sorrow. I offer this, siicli ns i t  is, to  my 
readem; jmsibly its s t j lc  inny be iieitlier ple.lsant uor smooth; but it is 
houcst and stmiglitfor\vard, as it  WIY thought out arid produced. 

Tlie cram ilcs, quoted frorii oltler tiriics, have Lceii tnkcii from reliable 
wurces, and Law=, iii souic ciscs, bccii iuorc c ~ o x ~ y  eratuiiicd by rcfcrcncc to 
the map ; those quoted froni Iuorc receiit wais required scveral tedious visits 
b tIic battlefields under coiirideratioii. \Vien oii the sliot,  a clearer iiisight 
tin a l a a  s be obt:iiried of tlic episotlesof a battle, eveu if the Iiistori~il uaira- 
tire of t iem is true, tlic nccoriipaiiyiiig 11131)s are good, and Lot11 arc b f o r c  
tlie miiid. I do iiot siipposc tlint 1 liavc iiirurinbly suid c o d  iifrrred tlio 

Berlin, 1SSL 
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4G THE ChVhLI1’1- DIVISION 

riglit tliin: ; Grit I Iinrc eiitlmvoiiretl to bz triitliful, and I beg of m y  rcadcrs 
only oiic th;iiy, ~vl~icli is, to csaiiiinc lily statciiiciits seriously niid fairly. 

Ill~rodl~ct;o;f. 
. ~ [ o t t o . - ~ ) ~ o  rc::son ~ 1 1 ~  mvnlry lins oiilj at tiiiics plnjcd an iiiiporlant pnrt 011 

the battlcficld iiiust be nciniittcd to bc diic, less to tlic existing state of 
t h  tactics of tlic diffcrciit arms, t l r x i  to tlic fact that but fcw l‘caralry 
~cndcrs ” 11a1-c cxistctl. 

For the pen must obtain nsseiit to 
that which ciii oiily k reritied ulider tlic soiiiitl of tlic c ~ ~ i i i o n ,  a i d  it mis t  
try to mrry coiirictioii amoiigst mcii, \die Iinve nlrcady licnrtl our n i c s s p  
over and O Y C ~  nqtin, but nmoiigst wliorn w e  linrc found 110 Lclicvcrsl 

All coiitrovci31es arc irritating, but  i t  is oidy in the nrciin. of arms (in this 
cisc of tactics) tlint every coiiibnt:uit conies to tlie ~irIniiclioIy coiicliisioii 
t h t  Ire cmi newr  prodiicc cvitlencc of tlic absoltttc corrcctness of his ideas 
:ml tliouglits, nt least, not \vitli that csnctiies with which i t  is po0s;ibIc to do 
so iri other, or ratlicr in  crerj other, art. 

An espcriniciit, wliicli is made a.3 n tcst of n tlieory, nlwnys sliom-s if tlie 
latter is riglit or not, and its siicces~ is nearly nln-nys surety for tlie souiid- ~ 

I ~ C P S  of the mniiiicr of procccditig ncloptcd. Wit11 tlic soldicr i t  is otlicrwisc, 
for though, to Lo sure, uo object lias ever bceii attained iii war by faulty 
~ricms, pet tlic soiiiidest tactical inc-tsures liavc oftcn met with no succesj. 

111 spitc of the knowlcd~e poscsscil bx tlic coru~iiariclcrs nud tlic fitness of 
t ~ i e  nriiiics, i t  is not IiossiGc to csc~ndc clrniicc froiii war, nntl fatc may dcf 
tlie tactical measures. Tliis clinnce is iiiqnrnblc froin t ~ i c  soldied 
~”ofcsslon. 

The ar t  of war clinngcs froin ouc wnr to niiotlier ; thus, wlnt is actunlly 
right niicl i ica  one clay, may bc quite out of date niitl wro~ig  tlie nest. A s  
a riilc crery war k succecdcd by n sonicwvhat lengthy spcll of Iicace, mid 
C;octlle’s Tiords :- 

\vc linvc a ditfcult task bcfore 11s. 

(I Was sic lrcutc gclcrnt, 
Ua3 wollcii sic morgcu sclioii lclircn, 
Acli, \rns liabcii dio Aruicii 
Fitr ciii kurtcr Ocdiim! ‘‘2 

iiiust nlwnys re-cclio ns tlic toriiiciit of tlieir csttciicc in  tlie cars of tliosc 
soldiers, who arc capb lc  of Iiatliing bcyontl o slnrisli iiti&don of t l m c  
tactics, of n-lliclr tlicy tkenisclvcs liarc k c n  cyc-witnesses U‘c must conie 
to  an uiiderstniidiiig with tliesc uieiil for tlicy constitutc the nia-ority; 

AS soon as nn nrniy has broiig1it n war to n coiicIiision, it Ant13 tllnt tlie 
coiiditioirs of warfare at once bccoluc clanged, nnd tlint only a few principles 
rcmaiii as tkc skeletoii of military sciciicc. And if a second or third cxn- 
paigii \wrc niidcrtakcn api i is t  the mile  lint ion, ewii rig:iinst the same 
Gcncrnl3 nud weapons, mid in  the sniiic tlicntre of war, \vc should never see 
cvcrytliiiig occur a p i i i  exactly as i t  dill bcforc. Aiitl r c t  tLc iiiniii t x k  

. bcforc cvery nrniy is victory on the battlefield. An .nrniy \vitliout siicccsscs 
rcsenibltx an untestcd macliine ; i t  is a systcm of tactics without victories, a 
tlicory witliout v:iluc. 

1111 nrnij- must needs liavc SIICCCSS, aiitl mist gain i t  with its own awilable 
meniis by hard fighting in opcii h t t l e ,  wlicre nothing cm bc liidtlen or xiiis- 
rcpreseiitcd, and wlicrc iiotliing cvi t c  undone. Naiy  cycs may sce n tliiug - 

” Die Dotsclinft liar, ich wolil 
Allcin cs fclilt clcr Glniilc.”-Uoctlic’s “B0u5t.I’ 

z “J lcn ,  who Iiarc 1CiTllt a tliiiln one <la?\., want to rush off and tr.icl it on tho 
morrow. xlint n quick dipt ion t7ic poor frl lowj must ~ i a r c !  ’1 
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AS A DODT IS THE PICIIT. 47 
.lt tllc’s;lu:c tiiiic, yct tlierc arc ;tot n i m ?  niintls, that  uiiderstaiitl it or lla\-c 
;Ilc ItOlvcr to iiitrrprct it  correctly, a n d  of tlicir own accord, to make one 
s l l c c c ~  tllc starting point for a sccoiid. 

~~~m tl1c iiiomciit tlint tlie souiid of tlic last shot in a war 1im dicd away, 
eiiter the region of “ tlic uncertain.” Fift ycara of  pace,^ 

tactic tcacli ~c.is tlian a figlit of tscl i ty  minutes, a n 9 c a n  also bring mis- 
fo,.tlill~ 011 wliolc iixtioiis, .zs we arc taught by tlic case of Priissia i l l  18m, 
nlld of Frniicc iii 185O-’il. 

After a war, tliosc tliings wliicli have been sliowi Ly the realities of a-ar 
to ~c true, soulid and I ~ C C C S B W ~ ,  nnd wliicli hare brouglit about SIICCCSJ, arc 
Glrrie(I fiirtlicr tlieorctically and worlictl out Iiractically ; but theory niitl 
u Ilca~c ” practice mniiot alone bc a c~mplutc  prurailtcc for tbc sou~itliicsj of 

particular u-:ir t:ictics, becmse the tcst of tliis tactical problcm c ~ i  oiily 
1uadc iii actual war. 

NCaiiwIiiIc, this or tliat condition of war is cliaiincd and a IICW war upsets 
J l  tllat prcvailetl before. 111 tlicory, tliat state Aic i l  rciiiains at pe;ice tllc 
l o l l p t  ought to get most Leliindliaiid in tlic :irt of war, tlic riiilitnry spirit 
of its population w o u l t l  LC tiama,ocd, mid its txtici:uis would lose fiiglit of 
cor1:ct tactics ; but, as csl)cric~ice ‘sliows, this is b no nieaiis the cue. It 
bMllcs ntl icr  that i t  is on military genius tliat t i e  c.-* sence of war redly 
,lclwl~de, nud that it  is this, which, by its wide-searcliiug vision, can 1113ke 
R I ~ ~ i ~ d ~  for the want of w ricncc aiid can prepare future victorics ill 
war. ‘rliis u-oult~ t c  in;lfoSRc if, amid the conflict of 1iypotiic.ses alld 
problcnis, wliicli tlieorcticnl s icculation iiinturcs oiit of the ground of war 
espcriclicc, tlicrc w r c  not dc J uccc! aonic fundaiiicut:il rcpreseiitation of facts 

tiley arc, aliicli geiiius rccogiiucs, aeizcs on, and makes IISC of, wllilc it 
reinailis unrercalecl to tlic ninsws. Frctlcrick the Grcat, justly said that tllc 
h s t  tdent  bears no fruit witliont iiidustry and work, and in this royal 
uttcrancc arc sulumctl IIII tlic eccrct of victory ;uid the task of a ruler, as 
M of evcry gcniiu and comiuandcr, wliile i t  also remilids every Officer in tlie 
s n i y  of his duty. War, that is to say tactics, Iikc all Lrariclics of sciciice 
and art, is only rnutered by a few great niirids, wliilc tlic majority do uot 
gct beyond its routiiie, at wliicli p i n t  they arc quite coiltent to rcmniii. 

Wliocrcr may be a t  thc liead of an army must insist on iinceasing zcal and 
indudtry in that army. Wc by no nienns includc. under this Ilcad merely 
t i e  training of tbc \vholo macliincry of an army, I.c., the cficiency of iudi: 
vidualls xq a-cll RS of the wIioIe, or, in short, the p - e r  and knowledge which 
every aolclier requires : but tlie mcchaniczl, tactical, and mciital efticiency 
must Lc thc coilscquenccs of tlie pcrccption of tlie cornniander, tlic result of 
his knowlcdgc :ind laLoure, :ill of which arc ‘ I  ncccsnrieq“ wliicli iua in his 
halitla, be tlie iiicms to an cnd iii briiigiiig about success. Tliis 113s t L n  tile 
caw with crcrj- niilitary genius : take, for example, Frederick the Grcat and 
William I. 

The objcct of tactics i3 to  crcate an “or~ri is i i i I ’  which will sdisfy all the 
rsquiremeuts of n figlit, while tlic dircctioii ant1 enqiloyment of thc organ- 
bars, &., of tlie diffcruit ariiis, must be the puty of coiiiniaiidcis. All great 
mrstcrs in  tlie profesion of war, who tliorou4ily studied the nature of war, 

h e y  tricd tlicir Lest to ditfuao 
the few kindaiiientll idens aliicli tlicy 1iat1 formed on the aubjcct of war, on 
the ob’ect of battles, a i d  011 the means whereby to a-in tlieni. A t  tire Bxmc 
time, $ means of organimtioii, qiiipment, armnmeiit, au(1 training tliey 
rcrisetl t. c amiy organism to tlic IiigIiest Lactical requirements of their day ; 

tested riiost esliauativclly the working of the different : i r q  and inqiiirccl 
moat mefully into that portion of tlic military rnacliine aliicli, by its nature, 
mmriun uuclia~igmltle an orpnizcd body, that is to sa iuan and Iiorae. 

Frcclcrick and l\‘iiliniri (lid not ( ~ r o p  down froiii fieaven as bislictl 

t.kc rcatcst UtrcsR on mental training. 
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4 8 T I N  C-LVALRY DIVISIOS ’ 

Ociicmls, but even they ltnd to work and stru~gle for years to niader the real 
ii;rturc of war. Wlieu, .as the result of their industry (dcep tlioitglit) aiid 
experience, and of ag”iii weighing their cspwieucc, their vicws liad become 
clear to tlicm, they a t  once sct t o  work with full vigour to inillart, what they 
concludcd to be right, to all who were nnsious to leai-n. 

I n  this way (lid tliese two nioiirrclts frame the organism of tlteir armies : 
oiie biiiigiiigeavalry, tlic other iufautry, in a t a c t i d  sensc, to the zenith of 
reiiowi. 

Tlie fu~iclanieiital yriiiciylcs of tactics arc unchangeable ; i t  is only tlic 
mc~ns  of earryiiin them out which Iiwe constantly clianncd, arid will keep 011 
clmigiiin. ~‘avi7ry aiic~ iiifaiitry ~ i a w  eacli iii turn Zccu “tlic quecii of 
~l t t leq‘P  according to tlte coiitlitioii of the a r t  of war and not 
simply accorcling to tlicir arnxtucut. The IhltUre of tlic ~ ~ ! ! ~ a m s ,  too, 
is fiiml f i l ed  and iiiicliaiigedJe. 

All tEis iiecds no detailed explaiiation. IIeiice !lie tacticd rile af cavalry 
milst likewise be ~ ~ n c l i a ~ i g c ~ ~ l ~ l e ,  a i d  oiily its form, i.e., its maniier of csccu- 
tion, or actual tactical sjsteiii cnn .cli:uigc. I t  is iiot accidcntal, Lilt rather 
uatuid, tliat, frorir the earlicst days in f i t o r  infantry aliould Iiaw h e n  
from tlie outset t ~ i e  priiicipal ariii. Like a11 Ciman creations, armies Iiavc 
devclopcd ; starting from the simplest till they re:iclied more coiuplctc riitl 
coiiiplic~tcd form? Aucl yet, even to this clay, a h e u  our linorlcd~c of 
iuilitary history 19 orer 2,000 years old, there has nerer a )peare8 t ~ i e  
sliglitest necessity for crcatiiig aiiy nriii other than what esisted ?,,oOO years 
ago. The various nrriis Iiavc oiily bcen a1 tereetl and perfected, according ~ E I  their 
real object w.as more definitely gnyxd, aud according as the tccliiiimlitics of 
the anus begm to have more effect. For tlic ordiuary objects of a fight, 
infantry is sufficient ; but as tlic liumau mind began to hee further into the 
iiatrire of the diUereiit arms, so did tlie objects of R figlit k c o i m  uorc 
varied, niid tactics become more complex. 

Why did cavalry do so conipat ively sinall service wheu commaudcd by 
Generals who, iieveitlieless, a12 worthy of mculiou 1 Why was the nature of 
cardry, ns a tactical win, iiiisccn to the last by the eye of eren a Julius 
Gcsnr 1 \vhy was not czvnlry pCrpf tKd queen of the battle-field prior to tlic 
iiitroduction of gun wler  firearnis, mid annon, wliicli wiglit have k c i i  
able to destroy i t  b e E e  i t  $as ready to coniiitciice tlic tactic71 figlit I why, 
even when fighting against tlic same arm, used cxvalry to dismouiit in ordei. 
to  figlit on foot 1 Why used t o m  and rider to be SO heavily encrteed iir 
mail, that the horse eoiild, at best, move at a slow trot 1 Why did the meu 
fire a t  each other when niounted 1 Why was all this doiic, eveu after tlic 
csistcncc of GM-~I-J- leadeis (Alexniider, IIaniiibd), who had acknoa-letlgecl 
mid also made use of the Ian of speed as se l l  as of shock. 

It was iiot bmausc the tactics of modeiu arms enforced these (niis-)coil- 
ceptioris, but rather kcausc of the absencc of any genius, i.c., of any coin- 
iiiaiidcr, a110 iindeistoocl the horse .as a11 a m ,  or was capable of making t lc  
best iisc of him as sucli. It was not only 2,000 ycnls ago tlint it  WM tlic 
case, but, even now-, t lc  supportem pf that Lashrd arm, aliicli eccentric 
p e w n s  have tried to introduce under the name of “mounted iiifantry,”sliow 
that tlie liorsc ia only looked upon as a iiieaiis of trarisport. Tlicbc errors 
owe their real origin to the 1iiaiiy. bluridcrs, dcce tions, and abuses to ahich 
cavalry hail, unfortunately, to submit at the liauSa of ignorant commanders. 
l’eoplc are apt to criticize niid coiidcniii, to lay down tactical Iaws, arid t o  
sct .side an arm, wliicli, alien Icd by cavalry ‘‘ leadem,” 11s prforinccl rorld- 
fmied dec?s. .This is a sign of tlic stiipidity of the x~iasses, a i d  a proof that 
ignomncc IS mtglit ; for, so 1011 as the lam- of sl)ecd criats, aud so long as no 
letter nieaiis than the horse is /!miid for applxing that lam-, so long theii mist  
civalry, .as a tactical arm, bc capable of achieving s i ~ c c e , ~ ~  
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AS A BODY IS THE FIGHT. 4!4 
If it is only since tlie iiitioduction of the lateat iin nweiiioits i t i  filerruin 

ill141 tlie change in the course and character of moc\crii figlitiiig, that tlir 
t:lctiaI action of cavalry l ~ a n  bee11 looked U ~ I I  only aa a "aupertluity," 
,.;lt-:~lry shmild then, up tr, that tinic a t  any rate, have a l t f a y  coathued to la 
tile ruling arm in httle ! But such was, Ly IIO mean*, tlic cane. Ilifantrv 
iIll,l mvdry were engaged iii a prlatual  stru-gIe for the nopreiiincy, atid ti3 
l,l*-eiuiIieim of eitlier arm always~~lc~rritleS cliiefiy oii tlie quality of tiieir 
ru+pztive lenders. 

l[yr thin been ovcrlnookcd, or in truth su tlifficrilt to uridcrstaiitl Iiy rea~011 
its great aim &city 1 

i I r l l + a  Iind beconie a re1ativt:ly lei fect iiiptriiiiieiit, or tbnt Alexsiider tlir 
(;reat made a clitferciice .iii his various clcscrilitione of cavalry, suiting it to 
tire p u r p  for rliicli Ire ranted it, aid  tlint thie cliffererice 1i.w LrCm pre- 
sur~d i i p  to our (Inys? 

[xow is it  that, later an, aiidhcr coiitinciit ptociilcccl aiirdlier cnvalry coin- 
1llnnclcr, Haii1iilid, who w . 1 ~  so great a 1n;rater of tlic strategic riicl tactiul 
cllll)loymeiit of cavalry, that we mil weir now rcfer to lrin r a y  of i i h g  
c..tv:ilry 1 

H o w  is i t  tlint. in spilcofthi8, cavalrr inv.lriaItly rctirccl into tlic hligroiiiitl 
the diapperraiice of tlicee great coniniaiiihs I 

Tile aiiRwer is siinplc enough, nanitly : IMXAUWC geiii1i.c ifi rwe ! 
T h i n s  wen-, niorc or I-, ;cs they are now, cliiring every pcricnl of war 

. ,rior to tlie iiitrotluctioii of g1inpowdel; atid it  i R  wily owing tri the wxiit of 
'Ilistorical wrcco t l int  we a n n o t  refer Iiinre to thow tinier. A t  one tiwe it 
was the €,.ins, at mother the Osmanlis, the Magpzm, tlie English, the 
S~-etim, the Prus&ii*, the Aiist rimid, or tlir I+eiicli who hoiiglit eucli 
tlistinctinri on ciralry : ~ f i  a tactical a m ,  wcnrdiiig :is fortune l i a p p m d  ti, 
f;iroiir oiic or other of these peoples with a c;ividrj kitlcr, who iiiidcrutad 
tllc iisc of Iiis sln.cial nriii. 

If, iu~ tlieori& uoultl nowadays try to make 11s Lclierc, the tactical action 
,c,f cavalry r c r c  ntqiidj/ so very clcpndeiit on tlic miitlit ion of the xrniauwiit 
,'Id tlic other arnie, cwr:ilry coulcl tlieii Iicvcr Iisvc :rcliicvetl, what wc kitow it 
to liaw tluiie, after firtiiriiis l i d  reilclicil ;L eoiii1wativCIj liixli state o f  per- 
fection. But it is iiot PO, for tlie action of a v a l ~ y  clelwuils niic6ily ou tlic 
:ibility of ita trainer xiid leader. 

Ilowever, it must not h iiiiirgined that tlic priaicijder for tlic employmeiit 
of cavalry tlisappcarctl cntircly with tlic cleceasc of tl ic vitrious great coiii- 
iii:incIcrs ; for wc CLII forn?ulirtc moot siibtnntinl lesaoii9 out of the feu  
iincient liistoriea wliicli Ii~.ve bccu lianded down to us. Even if we may hare 
wir tloultj as to wlietlicr the cav;rlry Ge~ icn la  of the I I i i i s ,  Oaiiiaiilie, and 
Migyars ever stlitlied tlie r r i t i n p  of Senoplion, PolyLiiia, &get iiie, kc., 
still we hare no riglit lo m a m e  that the coniinxiitlcrw of the civilized 
Eiirnpan nations read tlieiii. Surely, altliou4i wc caiiuot tlctiiice either it 
t;ictical system, w wc iintlerstaiicl it, or a regiiLtinii from suc~i a stucly, Fet 
we clui borrow some idea or 0 t h  froiu it. Kerertliclcs~, peoples of quite 
iliflereiit tinica, rho lr~ve in no way stiitlictl one aiiotlier, iiiid 1i:ul p i l d y  
iicver y e n  known of e:icli otlier's cxiateucr, hiivc diacoveicd tlic wry 
ptiiiciplen; wliicli lincl n l i ~ n t l y  b e i i  known at ~ioiiic earlier date iii ~ i i e  otlirr 
ruiintry, aid  Iiavc eruployetl tlieir caviilr~ in .~ccordancc with tlie~ii. 'l'liid is 
a I'itmf .that truth ;iid f.wts arc intlestriictille, .ud that tlie intellect is 
itieihaiietille. Of C O I I ~ . ~ ,  oiic cavalry Iewler liavc succecdctl iii ciiipliiy- 
.big lrin arm with more skill tlinii aiiatlier, a i d  we cannot acciinitely tcwe tlic 
progrcsoive clerclojniieiit of czvelry a5 an arni furtlier t h i  frtmi tliu dayu id  
(;ustoi?ia Ado! )hiis, M'nllimtein, and C!oiiirell. 

Eiit altboiigli it  iiiiist ~ t e  presunietl tliat, :inirmyt iiiwe i i iw~ei t i  cirilizetl 

HOW is it t. I iAt the red  lintlire of cnvdry wa8 ncvw iinchnttwkl until 
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5 0 THE CAVALRY 1)IVISIOS 

Fhropemi iiatioiis. there existed a liiiowledge of the fulidaiiienlal conditiaiis 
for ccivalry, and altlioufili varioiis ariiiics 1ii:itle strciiiiottx efforts to r&e the 
status of ccqvalry, yet this aim, as R riilc, rciiiaiiied iii tlie Ixickbpxiud. It 
\v.u orily at tiiiies, t l i n t  is to s:iy, wlieii it Iiad a rc:il le:idcr, t1i:it cavalry cxiiit! 
to the front, a i d  by its siiceccses filled tlie niilit:iry world with anxizemeut. 
This is the siiiiple trutli. 

11. ChractCi.ktic.i of Armies mid of tire Conikrt in thcpresciit Buy. 
My stateiuents ~uay  not iiicct with tlie v i e w  of sonic wop!c+ for every one 

11;m liis liolity, niitl ninii will sooiler believe in 100 impro/xibiI:tiea t ~ i a u  in oiie 
trutli, lio\vever siiiiple this latter uiay be, or Iiowevet irrvfutably it Le proveil 
by history mid fact. 
. Tliere is oiie thing. Iio\vever, ~vliieli rciiiiiii~a nil iintleiiinlle fact in tlie 
iiiidst of all this coiifiisetl 1iias9 of l i j j~~t l ieses  :uid sh i i s ,  and tliat is, tliat the 
liorse still possesses tlie greatest possible spcctl atid power of 6110Ck, exictly 
:IS lie did iii the clays of Alexander, llaiinibil, Eajjazet, Clinrles Si i ,  
Guatnviis Adolplius, Croniwcll, W:ill~wsteiii~ E'rcderiek, and N n  mleoii. 
(!ertaiuly our atriiics clirer most coiiiii~ctcly fmrii tliose of past ages ; tlie war 
iliacliine is built i q i  of iiiillions nf Eliort-serricc men, a d ,  oii nccouiit of the 
iii;i)r of nicn 1insmI tlirouyli tlie niiks :1nt1 of tlie shortness of tlieir service, 
110 iitni mi be broiiglit to siieli R state of pcrfectiou as w:w tlie c m  i n  tlie 
1 1  iys of Fietlcrick the Crent, autl even of Nnpolcon 1, up to the Ihttlc of 
Wqrain. &iiy as were tlic iiatioiis of wliieli tlie latter comni:iiicler was 
iii.is't.r, j c t  lie Iind lost 60 niueli i n  tlint bittlc ( W a p i i i )  that, iii spite of liia 
wicwsiiig ~ I R I I J ,  lie wns iiever :igain able to  bring tlie mme tncticnl efticieiicy 
irito tlic iieltl. IIis fitrtlier \v;irs ant1 1i:ittlcs coiisuiiieci too iuaiiy nieii, autl 
iicver censctl s\vnlloning~ tliern rip. C!o~isec1iieiitly the war nincliiiie coiild 
never regain its liigli degree of eflicieiicy. 

Tlie iiiuiiensc uumter of liorsrs wliich Ii:ire to be broken, niid the short 
time tliat there is for training horse and rider, neccssitnte Iiiocleriitiun m i l  
reason. Armies, tlierefote, no loiiger contain so many wcll-broken liorses 
niitl firm-seated troopis .as formerly. Tliu perfect Iiol.jemniisliip of foriiier 
tiiues has clisnli~lcarecl from eveiy c i v d r y  with tlie esccption, perliap, of the 
(kjssncks. But the deficiency iii tecliiiicil autl tncticil eflieiriig is, or a t  aiiy 
iate sliorilcl k, coriilreiisqtetl Iiy tlie fact that uon-adnys tho intellect is far 
iiiore eiiltivoted, aiid tlint arinics now receive a mw iiinterinl wliose milid lins 
I m r i  uiucli bettcr trained. 

Arniies Iinvc eliaiigetl just as radimlly in their traiiiiiig nntl riinnner of 
fiqlitiiig :to t h y  have in eliiincter and nonibrs. The armies of former 
times fought in more close :iiitl counected order, eitlier in liiie or in eoluui~i ; 
but, owing to the  tlcstriietive efects of fire:irm, oiit a l~nies  are, for the 
iiiost pirt,  driven to tiglitiiig in crtchded order. But this latter need not, 
oii that nccoriiit, be tliseouliected, altliougli i t  is niiqucstioiially loosct h i 1  
tlie forniatioii of e:irlier  clay^. The soldier lins to rely iiiore on Iiiiiisclf, 
lincs of Little are ~iiuel i  lorigcr and tliiniicr, estciidiug iiitliscriiiiiiiately over 
:iny sort of coiiiitry aiid reiiiaiiiiiig stationary for Iiours, during wliicli 
iieitlier o )poiielit siicceetls iu gaiiiiiig aiiy sigliificnlit advantage over thc 
utlier. d i e  c~niiinge to tlic eom~xtaiits eoiiscqueiitl is not only iii:itcLria~, but 
is nioru~y far greater t ~ i a i i  in former times. d o s e  earlier aiid siiia~~er 
:crriiics cou111, riiidonbtedly, be led iii more uiiitcd foriii aud btouylit iu a 
couipact h ~ y  to tlie tlesirccl point wit11 iiiore ixpiciity and prwision. 
Napoleon I Iiut air eiitl to this era, arid j e t  iti liis IIBW sjsteni of fighting l ie 
did fii l l  justice to the tactical action of cavalry. 

Tlie great couclitioii for tlie t a c t i d  s u e c c ~  of eiivalry, arid one whicli can 
iicver be riegleetctl with iiiipiiiiity, is its adnpbilility to iiiaiia.uvres of every 
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AS A I3ODT IS TIIE I'IGIIT. 51 

kintl. 111 tlic days of Croniwell niid Frederick, wlieii tlic op1iosiiig forccs 
were scltlom stronger tlirii 14 iirlny cor a of the prcmit thy, tlie cscciitioii 
of IllaIicL'Iivrcs was casicr ; 6rcnriiis ditr iiot then force cavalry geiicr;illy to 
keel, pa f;ir kick as now ; l i t i t  we iiiiist not overlook tlie fact tlint, nltliorigli 
tllc I.;lllgc of fircariris was but short, still the adniimblc Aiistriaii nrtillery, 
for e.ai~ilJe, a l w n ~ s  kept tlir I'riisainii ~ ~ ~ n l r y  Generals nlmit 1,ooO iiietrcs 
front fighting-liiic. A t  tlint time, too, fights took place from lirefcrciice ii i  
p f e c t I y  u p  coiiiitry ; but, nftcr the Aastriniis had kyii to study tlie 
advnllt:ige to Lc got out of ground with cover, tlic I'rasiaiis foiiiid the 
Ill~~lng:enieiit of tlieir cavalry iuore tlificult, nntl tlieir s~~ceesses bcraiiie less 
fr,.q\leiit nntl inqmrtaiit tlinii brfore. 

If, 011 the oiie Iiniid, iiiipru~cd lircnmis con) iel C?\diy in o p i i  coiintry to 
,.cill:iiii iii iiiore retircti sitiintioiis, froiii wliitli it iiiiiy cmic iiito xtioii ,  t o 1  
tile otllcr Iiaiid, tlie Iircsciit iritersectctl battletielils give opl~irtiiiiiti~s for 
+ciiig cren fairly large Loclies of ca\-nIry coiiiliaiiitively iic;ir to tlic 
ticIltiiig-Iiiie. Fiirtlieriiiore, tlrc tlcvouriiig fitflit lasts SO long niitl reiiiaiii3 
fur 11l:iiiy lioiira so stationary nboiit tlie decizve piiitq, tlmt c:ivnlry iiiiglit 
keel, for In11 a thy iii oiic positioii without bciiig es~~mcci  to m y  tl;iiigcr, as 

, p i e d ,  for cxiiiiiple, at Qravelottc. This is no tlisidvaiitnge, but r;itlirr :, cfecicietl atlvantagc, of moderii figlitiiig for tlie t:ictic.?l actioii of oivnlrj. 
the last ceiitiiry, iii which Frederick tlic Grcat sliosccl cat-iilr the path 

i,f slicccs, a figlit did iiot preseiit ricarly tlic siiiie r t t i~oni i ie .<$  niitFstcu+,a- 
Jigs, a3 Iiwc Lceii given to it by the presciit firearms After a sliurt h i t  
hllnrp fire an criergetiz nss?nlt would be nindc, xiid tluriiig this, or nftcr it, 
tile cavalry viould deliver its attack, geiieially froni tlie flaitks. If the 
"tt.?ek uucceetled thc Little was, NI a rule, clecidecl. Battles sucli ns, for 
ex~ilijilc, Vioiiville, >lawla-Tour, niitl Gr:ivclottc, iii wliicli tlic two 
oppneiits, so to say, scircely niovecl forward a t  all for sir or eight Iioiiis, 
are tinkiitiwii iii the cwnlry's ceiitury. All actions rcre tlicii over iiiortl 
s l ~ c r d i i ~ ,  eiidiiig citber ii i  victory or tlefent. 

T I ~ C  last ceiitrriy cnri Iinnlly 1i:ive sccii iiifaiitry so worul!y h J h ,  as 
this nrni cniiiiot fail to be after any scrioiis action iiownd:tys. . Iii fact, 
iiifniitry was tlieii iieocr c 1 i : ~ g d  except d i e t i  it  could Lc suqirisctl and 
t:ikeii in flniik, as a t  Ilolieiifrietlber~~ niitl RouLnch ; it  was cx1i:iiistctl niitl 

s~iakeii i t t  every opprtniiity, so t L t  siicli a caralry cliargc wu iicvrr 
ditlioiit fnvoiii-nblc rescilts. Ihit iiifmtry ia now fnr  more espasrcl to the 
tlecoiiiposiiig p v e r  of the fire-action, aiitl the vcry circuuikiiice tliiit tlie 
:ictiial drtrcclion of :L figlit is :itteiidrtl with grcxt )Iiysicil cxcrtioii, iiiiist, iii 
coiiilurisoii witli foriiier tiiiira, t i m i  tlic xc i~c  iii iivoiir of cw;ilry. 11 iii;tii 
liaa pretty well rucd tip d l  his strciigtli after iiiarcliiiig uiidcr a r m  for ciglit 
or te i i  Iiours ill a scorcliiiig lieat ; :uid Iic is liritcticnlly erlinnstetl Loth iii 
aiind and Gocly if lie lips k e n  eiigaged in a fliictiiiitiiig figlit for sir or ciglit 
Iioiira, if his nerves Iiavc I r : d  to staid the ro:ir of the tiriiig for 60 long, if lit- 
liiiusclf 1i.w a11 this tiiiie bccii fillcd with tbow stroiig eniatioiis wliicl i  arc 
protlnccd by the plinses and iiicitlents of every b:ittlc, aiiil if lie 11:~s l i d  110 
opportunity of fortifying Iiinisclf, of rccoveriiig Itis IJivatli, or of Iiaviiig it 
iiioiueiit's cncc tluriug all thew Iioura. Lirgcr u!iitH fnrc no b t t c r .  St~me 
iiieii are n t ~ e  to stow t ip  :i siirplas of p ~ i p i c i ~  nut1 iiieutal energy, biit tlrcy 
iire only tlie iiiiiiority ; otlicr troop, q p i ,  rciiiniii iiiore or less i i i t i ict  iiiitil 
it is tiiiic to bring ill) tlie 1st iiinii, but it  is ouly a coiiilniativcly m:;ill pro- 
portioii of tlie iiifaiitry which r c i i i h s  iiit:tct. I t  is true tlint ilir: iiiatcri;il 
ruid iuoi-nl 10s of tlic iiifiiiitry is not tlic miic  nloiig tliu wlinlc liiir, but 
there iuust alwnjs be sectioiis iii which tlic iiifmitry gets coniplrtely \vorii out, 
autl i t  is liere that the oiviilry's uiost fnvoiinible ticltl lies. Iiifniitry will 
vcry iiatiiriilly sutfcr tlic grwtcst iuntcrinl a1111 i1ioi:il losacs iii :itt;Lcks or 
forwiird niovriiieiits acrosj o p i i  groiintl, ns Iinplmicd, for cx;iiiip!c, to 'tlic 
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52 TIIE C'IV.ILItY DIYISIOS 

:!it11 Brig;& at 11nm-l;i-Tniir niicl to the Giiarcls a t  St. I'rivat, a i ~ d  tliew are 
the opportiiuities for cavalry curuiiiy into actiaii in IUMIIC~. 111 one of thew 
iiistxnccs three Cernim sqiiiitlroiis partly sucwcdc.tl iri ritliiig clown rut1 
piittilip to flight a br iwlc  of the eueiiiy, iiltlioiigli tile line of ntlvnnce w:is 
fu l l  of olistnclw ; niiB the ~i~i i ic ,  tliiit rceulted, w m  so pat tlint H wliole 
diviaiou of tlie eiieiiiy felt its effect niid u-iis obliged to halt. 

coiii- 
iiianclers, tlicrc iixl h e n  eiiterprisiiig iiicii, w ~ i o  woiiltl ~ iave  kiiowii l o w  t i 1  

e:iiploy tlic iii.ajxs of cavalry at their diap sul a t  the iiioiiieiit wlirii tlie 
att;ickn of tlic 38th Brigdc niid Giiartls were criisliid. Grcat n.5 oiir f:iitli 
i n  tlie eiitliiniicc of oiir iiifiiiitry is, yet u-t? (lo not I,clieve t h t  t l i c G i i d ~ ,  for 
iiistaiicc, roultl Iixve liccii :iblc t o  stnacl ngniiist n well-tlirectccl, niicl eiier- 
get icillj niiil c:ircfiillg tlcliwretl clinrgu of Uii Ihrail's cavalry Division. I t  
wiis owiiig to the hilly CIIOIK*II titiic, to defective pkiiiiiiiig, aiitl to insiificieiit 
IIIIIIIIRM that tlie advawc,, atteliilitetl by one , regimciit of c l i ~ i i r s ,  was 
lirtikcii up thiriiig the rlc i l q  iiieiit ; Lut i t  iiiust riot Le awuriietl froiii tliis 
t1i:it a well aiitl p q w r l y  dcli;-erecl stroke woiiltl, or must, Iiave eiitled in thin 
w;iy. The re;i.soii why no nt1vaiit:igc WRS Liken of these situations w.w not, 
tli,it !lie cavalry was iiot eqiid t o  tlic task, but tlint. tlierc was a l;ick of lc:-tlers, 
ftw we wc Iinw the 1st (iu:inl Diagooiis oiitl 13retlow's B r i g &  snc~ccJetl 
iiiitlcr far iiiore tlificult coiiditions. I t .~ iay  be that the l?reiiclr c;lvalry was 
II  it t1:cii altogether equd to sticli tnqkn, as i i iy be inferrctl froiii M'oertli, 
\'.t~iiviIle, Ik:iiiiiioiit, and Sblan ; but tire Germans wert- I)rcparctl for siicli 
\ \ - I  k. i ' s  is aliowi by their twelve cliffcrciit xtioiis.ag;iiiist all t h e  amis :it. 
'Vioriv i l  lc-M ais-l;i-'l'onr. 

1iif:iiitry 11x5 not overtlirowii cnvalry 'I ftw e v w "  in a tactical BCIIW, 
altlioiigli iiifmtryiiieii, niitl cspccidly txticiaiis coiiiiiig froiii that Lrmeli, 
Iiave ttial to tlieoritw tlic tlowtifnll of cimlry. a i d  omairy Iins, iiiifortiinatcl,v, 
:illowetl ittielf to In. pmtidly tlirorisrtl into clefeat, nu11 so oiiiiiot wcale 
i*eliro:icli. I t  is 110 mere cliniice flint this tlieorisii,G .Iias cni;iii:itctl chiefly 
froin Ueriiinii iiifiiiitiy t;tclici:iiia ; for has not Geriu;in iiifaiitry, iii ndtlitioii to 
i.&.itiiig tlie athckn of Frcncli mvnlry, nlso witlistood t1io.w iunde by tile 
Aiistri;iii, a t  t1i:it tinio coiisitlcrctl the bcst, mvnlry in I.:iiroiie 1 Jiiat 80, if 
we (bi riot exaiiiiue ilic details too clcmely. But a t  IaiigciiLof-Strcsetitz the 
coiitlitiaiis were as iuifiivoiidle :IS t h y  could I)c,for the Aiistri;iiis, wlwac 
cnv:ilry Ii:icl iio optioii, but was obliyctl to clinrge dowii oii tlir Priiwiwi 
cnmlry, niitl, in ntldititm, on iufniitry, ,wliicli.wns fresh with tlie iiitoxicatioii 

qiicsticiii, :uitl i i t d i i i i g  rc.iiiniiietl.liit to iiiake ii grniid. froiital ;ittack. wliicli, 
iiictreover, Ii:itl to be iiiatle on groiiiid too cniiilatl to allow of tlic tlciiloynieiit 
t i f  tire iii:iz's~'s i \ i i i I  wlio iinw would wi3h to tlqrcciiite tlic charge of tliis 
civalry, kiiowiiig, .as we tlitl aftcrwnrds, Iiow iiiiitters stwtl with the otlier 
iirins of the biave Aiistrinii :miy 1 h s  imt  the nrriiy o\vc its escnpc to 
tliiwelieroicattncks 1 Uitl iifJt tlicy.lJriiig tlic whole Priissi:in h i e  of battle ton 
rtantlstill I Ant1 w;isiiot tlie IIKIIXI effect of this iuiglity c1i;qeso p a t  tliat 
tlie 1'rii-i;iiis rriii:iiiirtl overawed on tlie Iiattlrficld iiistvntl of piii.siiiiig 1 Is 
iiot tliis eiiiplnyiieiit of c.iv:iIry, ns regnitls its SIICCCSH, worthy of lwiiig 
iccortlcd side liy side uitli that of XilHileoii I iit ASIICIII (in tlic 31st May '! 
Tri one caw a 1ic;itcii nriiiy W;L* rescuctl, iii the o t l w  h'npolcoii's army was 
saved f r t m  cichnt. hilt tasks coiiltl ~ d y  Le fiilfillccl by caviilry, a id  tlie 
rrsiilts nbtaiiictl were certaiiily wort11 the mcrifitrs iiinde. 

If cavalry lint1 tlie diglitcat doubt M to tlic great iiioi:il ini ircssioii wliicli 
is: i i m ~ e  on iiifaiitry by isliilfiillyaiiti eiierb'ctienllytleliv',rcd cjlnrge, it woul 
Iiave seized, niitl woiiltl still seize, on its olipwtiiiiitics for successful nctioii 
i i i  quite nnotlirr wiry. But tlir pliilnsoliliy of lci~scs stiiiich iii tlic way. 

If c;i\-;ilry h i c w  how iilfriiitry is C ~ J I I Z U I I ~ ~  b,v n fire-nctioii, if it h i t  

Lft UR S I I ~ J I O I W  tlint, iiisteatl of . tlw diort aiglitcrl Freiicli civalr 

'cf viufiiry nlitl \ v i ~  illtist ctqtiiiily, ulilirokcli. A ~1iw.o urre W ~ S  t i t i t  of tlic 
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AS A BODY IS * r w  mwr. 6 I; 

kller tile A R Cof iiifautry tactiw, or if our wliole ~ i v r l r y  liwl WJI tliestate 
i l l to  WIlicli exliausted infiriitry falls, i t  ib quite certain that tlie saying *‘iIie 
:,,.tion of ci;\-iilry 011 the bxttletieltl is a sicprjuity woi~ltl iicver have Iiceii 
tolecited. 

pcls~~lJly, I have not seen rii:iiiy cavalry attacks, but tlioae wliicli 1 h;ive 
beell ]lave stwngtliened ine in the h l i r f  that the action of cavalry iii Little 
clI1 be c r o w d  with great succcssc* if, as tlie result of cr~wiinitioii, tixiiiiiiz, 
rlld gml coniniancleru, the arm feels that it ci i i i  any : I d 1  risk it, ( c i d  I rill 
‘I,, ;(. I liave :ilso BCCU infantry wliicli w,as quite plxyeil oiit ; niie squ:idroii 
wollltl tlieii Iiavc k e n  euougli to ride down :iiid settle the rciiiiiauts of :L 
wllole brig&, aliile a wliolc clivisiou coiiltl, witlioiit tlitticiilty, lirve ricldeii 
,igllt r i p  to tile mitiori of tlie ~ouiiu:i i ic l~r- i i~-Cil id,  a i d  iuiglit, lwrliallsl 
llPve tlecidetl the 1 rnttle nii this flniik. hi t  tliia tlivieioii WNI iiot tliere. Is 
tile action of cavalry on the battletield, tliercfon?, to be coiidciiiiictl Lccauec 
s L i ~ l l  sitiintioiia linvc iiot h e n  turiietl to account ? 

s m r I y  tlic w l i o l ~  of the xuotlcrii tacticd literature is a Io~ifiortioii of 
illfiintry, but, wliilc we iiurcacrvcdly =.wigii to tliis ariii tlic p&cc of Iioiiour 
wllicli i t  occiipies, w e  kiim-I‘crfcctly well tlinL it  requires p i t  coiii-age to gt) 
sii~,nIe-liaildetl ill o qw4tidii to tlic geiicrd currelit of opiiiioii, I say siiiglc- 
Il;hlitlcd Leause, reLtiiely, tlierc are oiily iiidividunla w ~ i o  tlo 60. Aiiiid tl ic 
lIlu of tactical books on i n h i t r y  we ouly now’ aii~l tlicn conic ;;CIU)S ;; 
K;rLhler, a M’altcr, or a WiJdeni ; : ~ i i d  eren the last iiieiilioiic~l is:w inf;iirtrx 
llI.(l~ 111 the conq)aiiy, in wliich they arc, they look like. waidereis. JIenii- 
w.llilc, our cardry 11x9 got .new Icgiilatioiie, aIid will p e r h p  rcccive ;I 

iiicre:iw in iiiinikrs ant1 a souiidcr org:tiii7~tioii, at aiiy rate, ill the 
f s t .  That iq cerLqiuly, one step iii tile riglit direction, but to leave otf 11rru 
wolild be equivnleut to aL;iiidoiiiiig the figlit and giviiig it up ns lost, for the 
r)rr~l re iiirea iioiirishnieiit to t~r:ible i t  to bring forth fruits. 

c , d r y  niuet l int  allon itself to LH? regarded as tle;itl, eitlier before actlie 
t~ttineivc or tlie defeiisire ” action of iuoclerii tirearitis, in the futun. ; it  iiiay 
s:rike its flag, a ~ d y  WIICIJ facts have co~ideui~icd it to lland over tlie battle- 
lirtci, once for all, to the otlier :w.;iis, or alienever its beat frieiida siy : “ I t  
irc all up with iw.” SJ long :is tlieuc: words are not qakcii Ict it triiat to its 
o w l  sw-~i i - t l  :riicl ita OWII bwiiia S t n n p  to say, tactiozl btuks LI little or 
iititjiiiig nb.iut tlie ciaiiior:ili?iiiipn ctfrct of tlic Iireseiit tireariiir. \hiy is tliis 
nut truglit I Yct i t  is :111 iiiitliqnited triitli ; a i d  iiiny it  not be iiiclutlcd i i i  
O W  iiistriictioii I Not till tlirii will tlie iiicvitablc coiiseqiieiices alqienr. 
Sow, i t  is riot an uiidisliutetl truism that tlie action of e:iv;ilry oil tlie 
L,ittletieltl i* a sujierfliiity.” Tliis is n Iiypotliesis, y i d  one t1i:it is toiiglit. 
Is aiiy fiirtlier evitleiice wanted of tlic rr;idy w:;y ill wliicli ( infutry)  tnc. 
iiziiwa c1i:iiigc to the order of tlie day, wlicii trsitirig of cavalry, or of the 
fact t h t  ciivalry ia dclivcretl, neck iiiid crop, over to their doctrines, k forp  
i t  \lib9 bccir given a c1i:iiice or before .xtu;il f;icts Iiavc l i d  t l iz i r~ay 1 

Yiwlerick ni~tle it a rille to post lria cavalry 011 the tlaiiks d liis infantryD 
and Iris rc~.i.wiis for this arc a e l l - k ~ i o w ~ ~ .  Since the tinic wlicii N:~poolco~~ 
h.cwglit tactics oiit of their iiifiliicy, we fi ircl  mvalry ~~ostccl wlicrevcr it ~ ; I H  

p o i ~ b l e  R tie111 for its ;ictinn roiiltl ) r w i i t  it.wlf, either 011 Loth Hanks, 01’ 
011 om, or clae iu the centre. Biit kxpolcou iiivariably brniiglit it 111) to 
tlint p i l i t ,  wlien. lie rialied to bring about. the dcciaion, either to 11rqinre tl ie 
iictory ( a ~  a t  M‘aowm), to prevent the eneiiiy driving liitu l m k  (as :It 
Aywni), to bring i t  into action for the tlccision (.as at Ikwaliuo), or to Iiavc 
it at Ilia c l i r r ~ i w l  for tlie decision of the battle M at J e n r  a d  Ligiiy). If 

c y p i t e  that p i i i t  ; if lie ilecitlccl 011 a tiirriiiig 11-oveiuent, lie ~i1111tcc1 his 
cavalry oplmite the flniik tlurt lie iiiteiirletl turning. Tlic t;icticrl iiiotivcs 
for tlica? tliqwsitioiis were the oiitcoiiie of liia striitegic;tl object. Unlike 

Snpdzoii decided to break tlie eiieiiifs centre, I ie kept Ilia cavalry 111xwv1 

,’ 
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5-1 'r 11 E c A VAL I{ T DIVISIOS 

tliig, the posting of cavalry iiia.9ses oii iiiotlcrii bnttleticltla is iiiojt oftcii d m e  
without aiiy special iclca. Tlie eiv;ilry is told to follow tlic other troop; 
Iwcmsc iio oiie seems to kiiow wliat to  do witli it, :iiicl i t  is qiiitc a nire 
occiirreiice for tlie ccivnlry cotuiiiaiidcr liitiiwlf to Lc nllowetl t o  sclcct R suit- 
able pi t ioi i .  Tliis is wliat I i w  Iiappciicd, over aiicl over again, in quite receiit 
tiiiics iri tlie caw of every iiatioii, u-itli tlie erceptioii of the Aiistri:im a t  
Ciistozzi, and, pcrliapa, also a t  tlic coiniiienceiiieiit of tlie Battle of Koeiiig 
giactz. 1Sverywlicrc else, if we look round, we fiiid tlixt tlic cavalry w w  
p I : i c d  without any reference to tlie pir i ts  iiitciicled to be clccisive. Of coiiw, 
it is true tlint in receiit ye.irs we m i i  only record t h e e  pitched battlcrr, 
I<ociiiggr.wtz, Gr;ivclottc, a t i d  S & h ,  niid cveii iii tlimc, excejit S&hii, the 
paitioii of tlic crvalry did iiot correa1wiitl witli tlic tactical situatiou. H'o 
will iiot go iuorc fully into tliia subject iu mcli of tliese battles, Lccause oiir 
cloiiig so woultl lcatl i i r 3  too far, aiitl it i3 suRicieiit to rrtatc that direct prutit 
W i U  iiot ~ I A W I I  from tlie t a c t i d  siiccc'ss, becuise tlic cavalry was iii the wrong 
place, or 11ec;lusc it clung oktiiiately to these 1iI:icea iii s )itc of the 'cliaiige iii 
tlie courso of t ~ i e  figlit, or Ltcause it geiierally rcaclieci tlie I)attli*fieltl too 
I:ite. 'Hiis is the real reasoii, the fortrcsaca iii rear of tlic Lcatcii ariiiy Lciiig 
iiicru "alleged " reitsoiis. 

Ereii at VioIiville-~~i~-l:i-'roiir, tlic position of the cavalry, iiiitil liite iri 
tlic nfteriiooii, was iiot a t  all suitcd to the t:icticil objcct, nor wafi it  at all tlie 
oiitcoiiio of tlie strategic sitiiation. Tlie oiily reiisoii why this was not tlic 
iwix of a tlisicster, was.that the great exteiit of the bttlefiehl ntliiiitictl of 
the iiiaii(ciivriiig of cavalry iii large masses dnimt evciywlierc. Brit, iii 
ortier t h t  the cav;ilry clivisiaiis iu be a t  tlie right 1)I;iccs Jttring tlic Liittle, 
tliey Iiiiist know tlieac places ~c/orXar,d, arid tlieir action nitist ~e tlie )ic~iii~c, 
o f  tliu b:ittle. ~lic?y must forcibly get toucli of tlie w ~ i o ~ e  liiie, oliaiii ii 
tlioroiigli kiiowletlw of it, a i d  report tlicir olden-atioiij to  the Coniiiiaiidcr- 
in-Cliicf, s ~ i o  woii'i"~ tlieii be able to tell the mvn~ry off to In)sitioiis, from 
wliicli its :iction caii assist tlie tactical object. A s  a rule, faiilty clislmaitioiia 
cati iievrr b rcctititd d u r i w  the coiir'se of a ht t lc ,  aiid even the uiobility of  
riivalry ciiinot entirely iiiitro n f;iiiIt, oiicc' comrnittecl. NO example s ~ i o w s  
tliifi iiiort: clearly tliaii tlie position of the Aiistri:iii 1st and 3rd Ilcscrve 
Givnlry Diviaioiis aiid the Sixou Divisioii a t  the Battle of Koeiiiggmetz The 
grcatpt  u r n  miiet bu tnkeii iiot to crowd iii.wcs of cnvdry together, aq :it 
Koeiiiggimtz, aiid so deprive tlieni of a clear ficltl of view aiid freetloiii of 
iiioveiueiit. Both of t h e  aro as esseiitial to the succes~ of oavalry, zm foot1 
is iiewssiwy for iiieii to support life. 

A whole liost of tactici;iiu h;ive bnsed tlieir jiidgiiient aliiiost ciitirely oil 
tlie prii~ciplc of tlie My mctlid, aid still we nix for ever talkiiig y i t l  
witiiig about tlie value o iiior.\l qualitics, about the inilmrtmceof 'I terraiii " 
niid of coniniaiitleru, aiitl ;iloiit the co-qwration of the v;irioiis arms. I will 
waist the teriiptatioii of txlciilxtiiiy how iiiaiiy Lorwmcii cnii Lo shot tlowii 
l y  :i Iwtt;ilioii iii r? iuiuiite, or lioa Iiiiicli r? cr the velwity of B bullet is 
tlixi t1i:it of a Iioisc. Tlie oiily value of 8:': Lilts ,  obtaiiicd wit11 so niucli 
lmiiis oil the ritle-range, is that t h y  teach every leatlcr, atid coiiscqiieiitly cvcry 
csiva1ry OWcer, the destructive etfcct of the Iireaeut fircariiiH, m that lie 
niay iiot be led away into nish actions. If I~ntt1etieldj wero siuiply rifle- 
I:III~W, the11 tlic etkct, 80 gciicrirlly attribiitrd to firearnis to-day, roriltl bu 
tliic to tlieni, aiitl tlierc woultl tlieii bu aii eiid to a11 &ti-. Battlefields, 
Iiowcvcr, are not rifle-r:itigcs, but :i coiifiiscd ii1a.w of Irciglita and valleys, of 
tielils a i i t l  niviiics, of wc~nls :tiid vill:tges, &c., wliicli give to each arni a ficltl 
for it3 actioii, provitlcil, uf i w i r q  tlint tlic iiriii ilc cnpnble of Iii;tiimiivriiin ill 
scicli couiitry.. %Ioreovcr, tlie b:ittletield ia tlie sceiie of iiiiiiieroiis IiiistJcs, 
wliicli tlie tacticisii oaii a t  once turri to his advantq,,. 

I itin quite aware t h t  tlw rertiiiii :ilqwotdiiiig arniiiig of the great 
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AS h BODY IN THE FIGHT. tS 
J:tiro~ie~ri arniies with iii:rg.:izine riflcs will be broiiglit forward by tilc 
~ j i l ~ i i ~ i i t ~  of cavalry as a furtlicr argument for niiiiiiiig dori i  cavalry 311(1 
its impurtaiicc iii battle. But eveii repeating rifles will iiot do away witla 
c;tvalry. Every battlclielcl atfortlv op~iortiiriities of takiiig iip poeiitioiin :iiit1, 
wlvauciiig more or leaa uiitlcr cover, 3rd of iiinricciivriiig. Every tkittlcfic1,l 
;ilw sliows now, just an iiiucli a8 formerly, tlie iiievihulb coiiwqiieiiccs of i t  

btilbhrlh figlit, h they clilcorder, cotifiisioii, ant1 tlic coiiqiieiit hcticil 
crror3, or wiiiit of watclifiihiw, or b t l i c y  the fact that tlic Iwwer of the 
iiifiwtry liar, aiiiik into complete apathy iii corijcqiieiicc of tlie pliysiadly aiid 
iiieiitally weiuiiig etfect of a loiig coiitiiiucd lire-action. The iiioiiiciit will 
coiiie iii tlic future, rn i t  did iii the pwt, wlicii OW of .the opliorieiit~ i i t w t ,  
give way, aiid-lciiviiig out of coiieiclerxtioii its iiiiiiieioue oplmrtriiiities 
during the tiglidtliid irl alr:iys the tiiue alici i  the caviilry sliniild win its 
h r e l l ,  a t  P siii:ill cost, ~irovitlctl it follows i i p  tlie progrew of the b,rrtle so 
;I* to be iii tlic riglit Iilirce at the clccidire iiioiiieiit, aiid ~irovitletl ii1wr;rs of 
c.:ivalry clinrge iutu the cliwrclc.rcc1 eiieiiiy. This is for tlic lcracler to see 148, 

;uiJ h e  wvitlry woulil liiicl iiotliiiiy to clieck it iiiiless the ciiciiiy wcre able 
to briug up rwerveg, or l i d  the sbeltcriiig wrlls of a fortress clorc? iu reni: 
111 tlie War of 1870-71, we niiglit freqiiqitly have showti the iiiilmrtaiice of 
ciwalry if i t  Lad laeii iii tlic rigtit place at tlic riglit tiiiic, ; i i id  it’ tlierc had 
hwi eiitq)riaiug, bold, ant1 ciicrgetic “RiLbreuix ” at tlic l i e d  of it. Tlierc 
wiin iiever aiicli i i  cliiiiicc :LS dter  Woertli, aiid, frorii a tacticid I’oiiit of view, 
i t  ia a i d  always will be tlie reverest criticisiii on our cavalry leiulers of that 
clay tliiit ilie tlcfeiitad Preiicli Ariiiy wils ulde to reach tlic Voqcs pwic.s. A 
pitsiiit, resiihiiig it1 the utter roiit of tLc eiiciiy, would Iiavc breii eaeier 
liere tliaii it was after Waterloo. 

A iiiotlarn battle is, certainly, iiiaiiily a fire-actioii, niitl tliu fact that ttiir . 
actioii cliiiy to tlic wiiie h i e  for Iiourn, of itsclf causes the t ruop  to fall 
into tlioroiigli coiifiieiou. The best tactical foriii;itioiis iiic p o \ v e r l e ~ ~  to alk; 
tliix At t h  eiitl of lialf mi lioiir or iiii iioiir, the iiiiijuriy of the Oficern 
:ire eitlicr ki1lc.d or A m  tfc routhit :iiid tlic t r o o p  tliriii~elvcs nre left to 
their ow11 iiitlivitliid rumircrs. Tliey tight on aiitl oil iii tlieir bloody cluty, 
tlicy wait ail11 liold out to their Iast breath. Me;iiirIiilt., the gaps are con- 
tiiiiially bciiig fillrtl tip ftoiii the rear, tLc figlitiiig h i e  i as liccoiiie a coiifusA 
iiietllc * of furiuatiiiiid i u i t l  troops, aiid tlik coiifusioii is iiiost riiarked at the 
iiitnt ckcisivc p i i i t s  ; liere it is :lint the waste of streiigtli aiid tile cliJorLizr 
i r e  graite9t 011 both sides, aid t h t  iiioat of tlic coiiiiiiaiiders nre iiiitxiiig ! 
~iccortliiigly, ii II\:A.SS of citalry sliuuld, w sooii na 11~.4ble, be clirccted tlierr, 
iii readiiicsi to t1;isli forwnitl the  iuouiciit that tlie eiiciiip gives way nut1 the 
coilfused rcumiiits, breatlilcss aiid exliaustecl, IJegiii to retreat. 

.It t h i ~  mmcnt ,  it 13 yuite u wutttr of inclifercnce wltelber thcse remiiaiits 
curly u rqmitiitg-riJIi,, (I Jliitt i i i i d e t ,  or CL yitchjorX; for tlic 111cii’s uervcs NO 

ovcistraiiietl, aiitl tlieir weiipii couiits for iiotbiiig. This iiionieiit, ccrt.iiiily, 
doL% iiot I:ut for ewr. 11 few miiiutca suflice to get tliesc reiiiituits out of 
tlic zoue of tlieir ciiciu)”~ tire, nut1 for tlieiii g r a h ; i l l ~  10 recover tlieir. 
lireittli aiid to get fredi life ; a new dlowinicc of 6treiigtli rctiirii3, a i d  oiico 
iiiore reiiishtcs the iiiiinlerous weapon-for a tiriie ndcsj-iii i t j  terrible 
p w r .  If tbc civitlry rlloas tlie ciieiiiy to maku tiw of tliesc f c r  iiiiiiiite6, 
it tlcserves to Lc disluiswtl from tltc Luttleficltl with disgr;ice niiil igiiomiriy ; 
IJIlt, if i t  iiiakcj iise of this time, it is doiiig 110 iiiotc tliaii i ts  duty, atid does 
ko, iiiiqiicntioiirbly, at no great sacrifice. 

Thia is ,w trutlifiil :w posiblc a clcscriptioii of the conibatniits itiiriictliately 
after tlieir di*fe;i:, arid every cavii1r-y Officer slioulil be tlioroiiglily iiiipreaaeil 
with it.  I have tlrawii it  from fiicb, atid i t  r i l l  apply to the iirinies of all 
iiiitioiis iii aiiy Iiad-fought Lnttle. Cuvalry, provided i t  iiiskiiitly seize3 011 
the iiiotiiriit of the eiieuiy’: tliscoiiifitiirc, ciiii tliiali riglit 1111 to liis artillery 
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31; * r m  CAY-~LHT DIYISIOS 

pwitions, ant1 tiirn infantry ant1 wtillcry into onc roilfitseal i n a ~ .  \Villi olilcr 
tactics this way not Imstjible to airytliing like so gmit :in extciit, for tbe lout 
of the defc~atecl ciieiny iievcr re~iclietl sucli n pitch R.J it ~ 1 ~ s  ~ i o w ,  his nioctl 
streiigtli never got BO low, a3 i t  iiecessirily niiist now wlirn the clecisioii is 
fi,ughr out for so long, iriid the tinups never lost such n iiiiiiil~er of l e ~ l e r s  ics 
they do iio\vailiiyA 

L’rctlcrick usctl to t ry  t o  bring oil ?lie tlecision Ioy crusliing oiic of the 
eiiciiiy’s flanks, on wliic;i his cia\-;ilry wou!d cliiirge. ‘l’liu iirinmieiit of to-clay 
directs the n s 4 l a n t  to inike a tiiriiiiig niovenieiit ; ; r i d  this, wliiitever in:i,v 
I* arltliicccl apinst  it, is the’ Iocst road to victoiy, providctl a sufliciently 
strong frolit i s  also kept. Tliis is only rcturiiiiig once iiiore diiiost to  
t‘rctlerick’s tactics, but eiiiployiii: otlicr forniiition3 :id Iiirgtv iii:i~ws. For 
tlic ciiralry division tLc nsiilt is just tlic sainc, whilr tlie tlivisionzl cavalry 
11:w siifiiciciit opIoorttiuitg for action a,n;iiiiat the rircniy’s front. 

It r a t s  with tlrwe wlio lead the army to clirwt the cavalry iiixses towartls 
tlic decisive pointsfroni the very coninienceuieiit ; but they can, certiiiiilj, iiot 
do nior9 t h i  tliis, and thc mviilry coniiuandera i i i i iat  thcniselvcs seize iqooii 
tlie ninnicnt for intlepiident action. This dc!tcrrniiiation iiruat conie froni 
licrioiial iuspiration aiitl not from superior ortleiu, or elsc cavalry wouIi1 
alrlryi nrrivc too liite. If we coinpare the events of our htttlcs, iu 1866 :L* 
w l l  as in  1650-71, with tlicsu demands on cavalry, we diall tlicii we w h i t  
we get have to learn. 

111. C’wr the Curidr9 Dirisioic atill be cotiaidcrcd u t’iyhtity Utiit f 
Before goin: further, I iiiiist piit t t c  above qiiestiou, wliicli, irccortling to 

soine, slioultl iiatumlly be answered iii tlic :iHiriiintivc?, niitl, according to 
lJt~lC13, ;is tlccitlcdly in the liegatire. But, in spite of the dxiigcr that m y  
staternetits may b “well-kuowu” fircts to some of iiiy reirdciu, 1 will discuss 
the subject. 

The 1ii:rjority of inotlcni tacticians speak of the action of avalry i l l  
L t t l e  aa of somethin:,* seconclnry. Tiicy vow that cavalry an no loagw 
tlecitlc the clay, and tliat, coiisi~qucntly, its rt!e on the battlclield IIM 1omc- 
tically ceiisrd to exist. The ugiiiiieiits of t l im ~iropliets are  principally :IS 
f 0 l l O W J  :- 

1st. Tlic iuipossibilit of Imting large bodies of czviilry (cavalry tlivision~) 
so clojo to tlie figlitiirgine tliat t l ie  riglit nioniellt for a civcllry success con la^ 
be seized upon with certainty. 

l i d .  The tlificiilty of briu ing iip Inrgc iu.we3 of mvalry towards their 

artillery and illfantry, even if tlio cavalry 1ecogiiir.e this object, aid  cliiirge 
clown on it a t  once. 

3rd. Tlie intcrsectcd riatiire of tnntlerii bat tlcfialtls ; awl 
4th. They declare iiimt empliaticiily tliat, under existing tactics, caviilry 

11s no “ru:irked objective,” by ovcrcoiniug which it coultl Iiwe any dccidd 
iiifluence on the course of tlie battle. 

I ainiit that tlicrc is n g n i n  of truth in all this, but it is ao siiiall t ln t  i i io 

Iwiiiciples for the kctiail iietioii of cavalry can be hwccl on it. One tltiiig, 
iiiaet certririly, is triie, ii:inicly, that the liiiins niitl iiinsclm of homes am ii 
yiveii defiuitc qiiniitity, wliicli cannot k w o r h  beyolit1 a ccrtaiii litnit. ‘rile 
qest ion resolrev itself into this: was t1ib liiiiit reached in 1871L71, wm it  
~eneml ly  known tlicn, is i t  known i i or1  Is i t  nllowable to evolve tactioil 
Iwiiiciplea noio out of the clccidcd aliortconiings of the I‘ iiistriiiucut,” ahow 11 
iii 18i&711 

Artillery and infiitit ry fire carry fiirthcr tlian the hiUg3 anti iiinsclee nf 
Irorw. Tliat is bne, ),tit iiot iiivitriably, for tlicy do 90 orily wlreii the battle- 

attacking poiut, owing to t F ie loiig-ntirgc ail11 quick-firiiig nrnis, both of 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

T
he

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
M

an
ch

es
te

r 
L

ib
ra

ry
] 

at
 1

4:
03

 2
4 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
15

 



~ J J  I,art;ikea of tlic iiature of a perfect plain, 01- wlicir i t  rppoxiiiinten to 
me. 

J,,,-~~, iii olclcii tiines civalry was oiilyordcred to croIw, d a t  w*.u tlicir, tlie 
x,!lle of fire iii caws o f  g rmt  eniergericy; why tlicu elioultI i t  LH: required 

’rllc 1)vrforniaiiccs of Ceiicral Scliiiiitlt, however, hare proved t 1i:it ciivalry’a 
of nioliility (riitliir.iiicc aid elwed) lkis increased caiisiclcrably froiir 

*llPt i t  use11 to b, :arid this, adcleil to tlic fact that  mdcrri battlefieltlp, to ;I 
certaill estcut, ntforil more opjmrtunitit.s tlinn Iwfore for fiirdiiig coiiipir.1- 
tivrly slleltcretl positions arid :iIi1)roi\CIics, shows tliat tliere ie riot the I c u t  
trl,tll iri tliat aluolutc siilicriority, no oftcii iirxlniinetl, o f  iiif;iritry tire over 

mobility. *l*liia superiority is relative, aiitl tlie degree of tliis 
l*IativclieM ” can vary 
I\’et-crtIiclesa, it lias Lcconic alruuat n tlogriia tliat oivalry tlivisioria must 
k ke ) t a t  such a dirtnnce froru the battlctield that they would :ilw;iye Lc 
luullJ to iiiisa their f;ivoiimlilc nionieiit, and tliat, alroiilt~ t1rey attack, tiicy 
cxllllot Iielp failing. Wlint proofs are tliere in support of th is  dogma ) 
\VJ=IC 1i:is a Ceriiian civiilry tlivisioii Lccii eniplqetl  iu r fighting ‘unit i 

i t  ever cloric ariythiiig greater tliair deliver cliar CS, wliicli, urrijy tu t h  
ga,yul ritrcut,btr und syccictl dispoaitiom, were fiwiii t t  first cert:iiii to fail, 
:,1111 vliicli would Iiavc fnilctl :it iiiiy period 1 Of coiirse, if the cuiiiiiiniid of 
+is saisitive itria, iu id  tlia solutioii of tho iilivays tlifficiilt tacticil proLIc‘iiis, 
uIlirIi are wet tu it, are elrtrustecl to rileii who are iiot cqiial to tlieir Iinsitioii 
--M w;w the ewe cvitli all tlie cavalry division coruiii:iii!Icrj in IHiO-’iI--  
tllt.11 wc i i i i iat  i i t t t  be surpiisetl at :L /iusco. On tlic coiitrnry, it  w i i i i l J  I~:ivc 

x iii;itter of  great surprise if, uiicler tliese cniitlitions, more 11:uI Iiccir tloiic.. 
‘ro Iiiive to d l  up the titli Cavalry Divisioii at Vioiiville so as to briii- i t  iiitli 
uciioii, soiiiids-to pit i t  miidlg-likc a tactical moiistrcsity ; ;id’ it wits 
t-llii:illy iiioiistruus to u l l  up the 1st Division under iiiipossiLIc coiitlitions a t  
C;iavelottc. Cill II ) ciz\-alry! tliat surely is air iiriticscrvccl hit at it3 iiatuw. 
Ta it  su i p s c i ~  tliclt, tmuse tiiis is publicly taug~rt, c.wa1t-y dues iiot feel i t  1 
.I cavalry leader must, of all t ~ i i i i p ,  :&void bin;  like a statlit., aiitl if tlie 
wnimiitlc‘r of the 6th (!:ivnlry Diiwioii at Vionville l i d  liiiiisclf IIOSSC~SCII 
t.l:e riiobilit nccewry iu every cavalr tiran, xnct tlie tactical I i i i~~wledg~  
iiniiqieuaiib~t to every GcnemI, lie aocrl~l iave followed up the COIIIW of the 
tiglit of hie own ncmrd, even if a few troopers Iind hcir sliot clowii on tile 
way ; and tlieii lie would Iiiivc liccii in tlie riglit place a t  the riglit tiiiie. We 
must, therefore, first take cire to Irirve g o d  Unnerala, aiid, to go rr step 
further. to  see that only such iiien ore put in coniirr:uid of our cavalry 
cfi viaioris. 

With the bcst will, I cinnot, for tlic life of nic, i iridentard on d i n t  spcci;d 
caws or erents, or, iii short, on drat  yoends tlie iiupmtioibility of 
slirployiii tlie cavalry divisioim on tlrc bntt efielil coiild Lc ~ u r n e c l  iii tlic?ct: 
days. d e r r .  eiccpt in tl ic ewe3 alrcacly qiiotetl, lins a cavalry tlirisim Ire11 
mil 1 1l.u a ilivijioii been eirgqpl aiiywlierc in wcortlaiice with o w  )rewilt 
icieaa aud requirenients for its tnctical duty? why then expect ao littic frulii 
tbe action of the cavalry division on tlie field of battle1 Tlie eiipgeirielits 
quoted (at Vioriville and Mars-la-Tour) were fought 1)ctweeii Lrifadcs at tlit! 
~ m t  ; but cuvalry divisione wcre uot employed i r i  any of tlierii, 

It is 
h i e  t.liot iici-trly every iutelligently planned attack of the Geimair cav;ilry 
ulcfwitlr niore or leej ~ U C C ~ S  ; but tliew attacks werc of iio grc:it siu., niitl 
mulcl not be plairricd on a large aca!e, h a u s e  tliere was PII rliwllcc of all tile 
trreiitialq comniaiders, ;18 well as handiness of the “ iirstrliinent.” 

011 the other Irand, tlie l c w n s  and proofs a8 to the posibility of aclrieviaig 
gwat caviilry succr~wcb;, :Lrc to In! found in wlint was not, or w a  i~~coi~~p!e tc ly ,  

tliis iirider !irexiit coiitlitions i 

ioircli ne tlic tacticid coiiditioiis tlieniszlvej. 

1Ke wars of 1850-31 aud 1877-78 furnish very few positive le*wiia 
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58 TIiE C.\\'AI,RI DIVJSIOS 

carrietl oiit. :uitl iii the opportiiiiitics that slip led by witlioiit being 
iitilizcd ; ;tiid yet tacticiniis arc vbry dividcJ iii tlieir opinioiia :ibiit tlie 
direction to be ktkeii by c.ivalry. Soitie entirely re'ect tlic cnv,ilry divisioii 
:id a tiqlitiiig ~Jotly, lrw.tiise, as they my, i t  is oliliged to take ii b its pmitioii 
s9 far tioiii tlie figliting line t1i:tt tlie favounible uiwueiit would ~i:Lvc pnrseil 
before it coiiltl reiicli tl ie riglit pliice, :iud ?K'C.IIISC cardry ciii iio loiiger decide 
:I battle, &ice it i iever  1i:is :iuy iuarked objective" iiiitlcr esistiiig tactics. 
Tliis is tlic " Niliilist " cItu3, wliicli draws siiitply f d w  conclukiis froiii 
positive facts ; but that is not all, for tliie cl:lss would appc:ar to l00k upoii 
our fornier cavalry org:iiiizitioii, tixiiiiug, mid lcadiiig : ~ 9  iioriii:tl, aiitl quite 
siiflicieiit for 1111 reqtiirciuciitu, whcrea3, ;w :i iiiiitter of fact, tlic esact o p p -  
nite was tlie ciise iii tliosc rcslwcta "lie red triitli is tliis : tlint our cavalry 
nrrived too late Leciiisc it  foiuitl itself :it wrong 111;1cc?i, bcouisr: i t  wu too 
cluiiisy for niobility, a id  because i t  siilreretl iruiu a w;iiit of  p o d  coni,- 
iiiaiiderd, or el* tli:it it  \voiild really Iiave Leeii tliliiciilt for i t  to take 
m y  part iii aiich battles .w Coloiiibey, Omvelotte, nut1 Si.rl;iii, cases rjucli a3 
Ii:ive occurred iii all agcs. 

Wliat, iiow,c;m be the ine;iiiing of the ItlinLse, tlie dccisioii :iiid ahence of 
' iii:irketl objective' " 1 Ciui any w e  nriii dccitlc a biittle by itwlf in tliesc 
cliiys 1 Uiii iiifiiiitry-the qiiecii of b;Ittlcs--do i t  nloiie iiow-, or oiii 
iirtillery 1 

Wlio woiild wish to make 
tliat statcuiciit i Witliout tlie paerfr i l  siippoct of artillery the iiifinitrj- 
would Iimlly Iiitve lield out, and \\'oertli niitl Vioitvillc were siiiiiliir CRSed ! 
I t  i3 quite cert:iiri tlint no oiie nriu can iiow dccitte :I Iittttle iii tlie w3y iii 
wliicli it could in the tiiiie of Frederick the Great ; why, this wiw iio lougcr 
piwible i i i  Xapolcoiib diiys. Tacticj linrc now eiiiergccl froiii their iufiuicy 
:iid g r o w  into the tiicticj of all arnia coiiibiiicd ; but eveii if tlicse tactic* 
.xtw a fiilliiitr of in the artillery ;iritl c~valry a t  oiic tiiiiu (as iii 18(i(i), or at 
:ciiotlier iii tyie aviilry (as in 1850-71), it prows iiotliiiig ngaiiist tlic {tirrticiiky 
:iwi iii qiimtion, but mthcr that tl ie varioiii nriiis were uot eqiin to t h r  
t:isks. A Ixittle may be tlecidccl if the clitfereiit iiriiis iire used, as tiicy were 
Ijy 1\';11~01~0ii I a t  W:igiim, by the Aiistri:iits :it Custozz.i, or by tlic Uermaiis 
:it Vioiiville. But wliat clccitlerl thcac! htttlca l ll'iu it oiic arm aloiie 1 
Cerhinly not ; it  w.as the tliree airius coiiibiucd in the liaiitls of tlieir (hi- 
itiiiiitler-iii-~liief. 

l u  the tinie of Frcdcrick 
tlie Grcnt tlic oivnlry wa9 from one-third to one-fourtli of the total iiiiinbers, 
IIOW i t  is one-eiglitli. Tlic tiglitiiig strcugtli of liij ariiiies was grin1 to 
tliat of 18 arcmge ariii corps of the Itrcseut day. Oiuittiiig 1Colieii- 
frietiberg oiid ~tosbncl i ,  Low uiaiiy battalions were anicteci a11 at oiicc liy 
tlie shock of D. c h g c  ; liow iiiaiiy felt this uiitler ~ : i l J O ~ r ! O l l  I :it Aspcrii, 
\Vagraiu, Soiuo-Sielci, mid brotliiio 1 It is true tliiit tlie objectives of 
cliargcs nic iiowad:iys scattered, ,ay coiiiprcd to tlie loiig lilies a d  deep 
coluiiiiis of the p.ut : biit they are iiot all wntterecl. C:tv:ilry docs not take 
Ioiig to get past tlic liiie of skirinislierrc, nud up to tlic coliiiiiiis tliritisclrcs, 
its w;w ~1101v i i  by Pulz at Uistoztr aiitl by l h ~ t l o w  a t  )'ioiiville. Ilow iuaiiy 
httnlioiis felt tlic effect of those cliargcs? 11 wliole divisioii, or a b u t  
me-tliird of tlie total iiifiuitry tlint Pretlcrick could bring into rl battle. 
Can it  then still In. serioiisly NIsertetl tlint tliere i3 110 "riiarkcd objectire" 
fur c;iv;ilry 1 Slioultl iiot tlie iufereiice rather be that tlie seven-eightlir, 
Ieloiigiiig to tlie other L ~ 1 1 c 1 1 e a ~  must, of necrssity, presciit such objcctives 
t o  it  far iuore rc:idily than these nmie did foriuerly, wlieii they only :iiiiouiitetl 
to Lao-thirds or the-qi inr tem? And is it ouly tlie eiieniy's i/c/utrtry tlint 
cmi prcseiit n " ~iinrketl olijective " I Nay not the otlicr nriiis (lo RO jiist :IS 
well, as .artillery tlitl :it Tobitwliaii, Vioiiville, aid  OrlCiiiis, niid c:iviilry :it 

Did the iiifirutry clicide St. Privat by itself 1 

h i i t l  wliat almut tlic 'I i i inrkd objective"? 
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AS A BODY IS THE FIGHT. 50 

Vioiivillc? H‘eissenbourg, S~~iclicreri,Colaiiil~y,G ravclotte. Xoieaeville,S(clnii, 
IA! Mans, LIalliie, and tliu IiRaiiie s l l  ollcretl few or no climces of SUCCLW to 
our cavalry ; but, on tlic otlier Ii;iiid, golden qqwrtiiiiities Were just as oftrii 
let slip at H‘ocrtli, Vioiiville, baiinwiit, Orli.rris, lkmiic I;& Rolaiitlr, 
Aniiens, and St. Qiientin. On each occuioli wiHiciciit ciivnlry was on tlic 
j p t ,  riitl there never w:w :uiv lack of opprtuuiLy or of “ ninrlictl objectivcs,” 
biit there o ~ w a y s  W:UJ so i i ic thg  wniitiiig in tlie leacling. 110w ciiu pcolila 
~ o i i d i i ~ l c  frorii suc:li siiuulc facts that ‘ I  the xtioii of cav;ilrv oii the battlcfidd 

r ~ i o  (10 riot s i i k r i b e  to tlie 1i-t seirteuce, b i t  niotlify it, wIiiIc coneeiitiiig io 
listen to rrguiocnt. They do not cletiy liietorical facts ; but worild tliiit 
they woiild oiily tlnr p r o p r  ConcliisioiiR frorii tliciu. The telatively great 
MICCCURCB eaiiitd Ly “tiigs” and ecliimlroiis i i i  ninny battles (Vioiivillc, 
Aiiiiciie, h l i ~ i i i n t . ,  Orli.;iiia)-we rnight , r h o  include the eiicces of Geiiei:il 
Hrctluw’s nix aqu:iilroiis Iicrc-iiitlucc tliia cl;w to advocate that c:ivnlry 
~lioiild be pIAcccl iii folds of rrouiitl, but in s i i ia l l  detacliiiieiits, aid dis- 
trit)utc!tl aj Iii i ic~i m moilsiLle L liiiitl the wlioltt liiic of battle. But t h y  
forget one tliing, rliicii is, tliat tlie divir;ioiinl c;iv;ilry, iii its preseiit stiriigtli, 
ia quite siifticient for that. 

‘l‘liew iiieii are oiqiosrcl orily to llic enililoynieiit of cavalry i i i  I‘ IuimCfi,” 
on the groiiiid tlint it would Lc too diflisiilt to )oat niid briiig tlicin up i!iit!er 
Lever.  icy tliiis odiuit, witlolit a qiimtion, tLi t  tlie untiiru of c:ivalry i s  111- 
tleatructible ; but, iu tlie lieat of tlwargiiiiiwt, they forget that tlieir propods 
l ~ ~ e  ruere maliediift~, resiiltiiig from the wiuit of czv;ilry lendem. \Vliy, 
tlien, slioultl it k iiiilmasiblc to do with a divisioii, wlint is adniittetl to In. 
pmible .with ~.‘ziigs” :iud squdroiis f Uiitloiibtetlly, siunller tlct:rcliiiiciitx 
rill IJC able to couic into nctioii iii iiiniiy pliicw, niid, perhaps, cveii i i iuie 
frecliichtly ; a i d  tliey will be able to wii i  ii1:iiiy iiiiiinr succc~wc~ ; L u t  tlirw 
t:wtici;iiis inistake tlie es3eiice of ,the subject, t h t  is, tlic reiisoii why ni.u.ies 
of civalry must be engaged, ii:iiiiely : to wiii a g r d  atctkc, .as wiis cloiie iii 
rrveiit tiiiies.by l’iilz :it Custou;i niicl Brcdow at Vionville. 

Next to tlic “ Iibi.rile ”, coiiie the ‘’ L\b.;oliitistz,” r l i o  arc siiii dy for 
e1i;irgiiig dowu oii ercrytliiiig. \\re iiiny i n s 3  tlierii by, only r e  slioiiti like 
to kccp tlicir ~iliick, for tliesc “ Aboliitists ” will  ncliieve niorc t1i;iii tlie 
li Siliilists.” I t  ia pmible t1i:it tlic furriier iii;ry soiiictiiiics clinrge in vniiil 
but they will, nt iiiiy n t e ,  Lc silcc.rssfd oiicc ; the ‘‘ Xiliilist~,” on the otlicr 
Iiiiiiil, will ilo iiotliiiiar Lilt sly “ iio” to cwrytliiiig. Tlicxe, who h v c  no fnitli 
iii  tlic action of crrv;iTry ou tlie bittlcfieltl, will neitlieraiiisicler, iior dare tonct. 

Oypsetl to all of these come tlie “ tnctici;iiis,” r l i o  follow iiotliing but 
eiiipirical teacliijip, and clilfer niiioiigst tlieiiisclves iii only a few niiiior 
points. TIIIIJ, soine exert tliciiisclves iiiniiily iii favour of clinrgcs iiot Leiiig 
nivle iii too Lro;itl :L front, hiit t h y  iiirist tlint cliiirge slioiiltl siicccrd clinrgc 
uiitil :ill opposition is brokeii, wliilc otliriu, on the otlier Ii;iud, rccoinuieiitl 
OIIRI iiig doyn iu as broad a front as liwible on the loiigc>t possible h i t .  
we 5” iiot propose to lay clown any priiicip1e for tliie, for cavalry must be 
rlde to do both, ant1 tlieir leriieta iiiitst kiiow rLen tliey cnii best tlcrive 
ulvaiit;ige froiii one or tho other iuc thd  of attack. Fields f w  the charge of 
oue or two clc~ilgetl . brigades arc iiot Ly niiy nieniis no very !:ire iii nicict 
uwlerii biittletields. Wlicrever i t  cnii do so, wvalry iuust nttnck iii tl,c 
biigcst 1msible line, for it ie oiily its first  sliocli tlint takes tlic eiieiiiy 
ruuuure.*, and every s u b q u e i i t  oiie is no loiiiw R surprise. The loiiger tlle 
e~uiy’rr line tlint in surprised, tlic \K‘ttcr ; aii5, to coiiiplete tlie rout of tlicw 
troop, it  may b eiifficieut if a sccond or tliiid cliarge iii sqiimlrori ur “ziig ” 
f y i t  be iiintle s in i~ i l tn~~co~is~y 011 two (.r t h e e  pii ,ts,  provitletl tlic stroke is 
*isoroiisI~ deliverrtl. 
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60 TllE CAYILHY DIYISIUN 

Custozzi aliows tli:it it is iiot an eas tliiiig to cprry out :IU attack with 

allows anil~!e S~J:ICC for tlcploynient. lielice tbe cxvdry uiiit (the tlivisitm) 
Iiiiist ~ J J  tciiiirti in  p*;icc tiiiie to tlie liigliest Iwwible dcgrcc of cohesinii ni!il 
Iwrfectioii in iiiauwtiviiug, mid tlie atlvaiice to the cliarge niiist lie ~ i ix le  111 
perfect older, iii cto* foruiatiuii with tlie prwcribetl distilitxu aiid iiiten-nlw, 
its well :w :it tlia rqiiisitr degree of w c ,  so that tlie effect iii;iy be like h t  

Tlie iibore will a l w a y  reili:iin a law, aiid tlint sidc, wliicli delivers tlic List 
blow; will Iircik tlia o p ~ ~ ~ ~ s i t i o ~ i .  Aiiy oiie, wlio 1i.w weii ;i successful cavalry 
c h g e  agoiiijt iiifmtry, tiiiist Iinve furiiictl the following iriiyrwioii, vi7. :- 
the iufaiit ry a t  h u t  eiitiivly loses its liead (coiiipare Greiiier’s Division, tlic 
VIth nticl IIiid Freiicli Corps) ; it forgets that it u r r i w  n rifle, is srr;ittcrcd 
iii all dircctioiis, by wliicli it  C X ~ K J S ~ S  tlic artillcry (Vioiiville), nu11 carries 
disorder h t 0  the rcar lilies, nild its sfreai,ii)ig buckirurds iilfer/c.rcr i d / ‘  f / te  

several brig;itlcu, even when tlie grouiic .r , over wliicli the attrck is to Le niwlr, 

of I‘ wave iip~ii w i v e  iiresiiig OIL cnc 1 i otlier.”l 

fire of tlccdc lines. 
There is a favoomblc clinnce for cavalrv ill this. the first monieiit. 111 tlie 

secoitd iiionicnt tl ie infantry begins to *recover froni its piiiiic niicl fires, 
tlinugli I I I I J ~ ~  fioni fear tliari witli delibelation, a i d  tlierefore riiostly witlioiit 
effect ; it  iicst halts autl nllics so as to form RGIUC sort of Lwrrier. W e  will 
nut go further, for this is cnougli. Tliis is riot iuerely a11 iruprcsion fornietl 
I111 ounclves j~crsoii;llly froni aeeirig the VIciicli inf;iiitry ; but, nccoriliiig to 
i i i~ny  iiiiaiiiiiioiis iqiorts, it w . 1 ~  just  tlie aaiiie, if i io t  cvcu worse, i i i  tlic ei iw 
uf tlie 1t:ilian iufantry at Custouz 

W1i:it linv iiow b~ei i  st:itid is alone siifficieiit aliswer to the heading of tliix 
rlinptcr. ‘llie s~coi~t l  iiioiiieiit Iiiiiat be atavrtl off; nncl it  is 0111 ~ w s s i l ~ l c  to 
clo so by I i imi is  of a sutticieiit breatltli iii tlie attickiiig cavalry hie ,  ai i t~  ~ i y  
n secoiicl, or eveu a tliird, attack. 

Nearly everywhere we see our charges nbminst Irrecliloade~u iii  1870-71 
wucccrsful ; Iiowever, t h y  frcqiieiitl? resulted in  110 direct gain, 1 1 c ~ i i ~  of 
tlie waut of forces to wcctire wli;rt Iiad been won, a i d  to pus11 on further. 
Tliis mu oiily be3thiiJLd by linviiig 1m-w furwations c q k i b l e  of ma~~auvr i~ ig ,  
iuitl tlie civ:i~ry clivision is tliis foriiintLii. 

Foriiierly civnlry w;u iiiaiuly rcqiiirctl to be able toileliver R wide blow i n  
o m  loiig liue ; that was all that w-ao geuerdly tieccssiry in Fredcrick’x 
tiwe, the object of the 2ud lires being iiierely to provide win:: or flank- 
iiig cover. Ihit a cliai~ge set in n1re;itly iu Ni~poleon’s tiiiie, for lie foiiiitl 
that lie could 110 loiiger (lo with oiily o m  charge ngiiint the deep for’riintioiis 
of tlic tictics of Iris clay. 1Ie hid to runke sevenil cliarges, ant1 tltiis we 
wee liis wvalr formed into n division, adraiicc in tliree or four l i u q  oue 
Iicliiid tlia otter, uiltil‘i wavc u l m  wave ’2 lint1 bruteii ~ I I  opp~it ioi i .  

If cwalry is to Le successful annilis1 iiifautry it1 t1ie.w (lap, it triust nialie 
1111: loost of tlie niorul eKect OF its cliiirge, mid bxw ita plan of aitarli 
Viereon. (h-alry iiiiist especially bear in tuiiid the cmiditioii, in wliirli tlie 
iiifaiitry of both is after beiug iiiider niotlerri ride fire for  five or sis 
Iiooru. No tacticirii tii;ikcs a p i t i t  of thk, aiicl yet we are tliorouglily awntr 
o f  it  after the first battle. A t  this time the iiifiiutr . of both sidea is tiiiable 
t 1 ;i(~vniiec aiiy fiirtlier tiiilcuu i t  is m&iblc to L i i g  iip frcsli troops ; 
Jvocrtli aiid j‘ioiiville are goal exainllcs of tliis. ~ l i c  rival 1‘ iiifniitriits.’ 
wi uo longer gain any :idvantage over each other, for they Iiave slriit  
their strength ; it ia true that they still keep up R brisk tire, but the firein 
liave cliaiigrcl from men crli&le of being iiiflricliccd, into iiiachiiies. TIii.1 
state of nH;iirs is repeated i i i  every figlit 1iowat1;iyq only no notice is tikeii 
of it, Lcaiiise the exliaiiatioii ie alike OII b t l i  sides ; but it is a fact, all tl ie 

* Srliillcr’r “ Toiirliw.”--TH. 
-- .- 
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AS"'" BODY IX TIlE FIGHT. 61

'\Ille and allf reserve of infAntr)' (II' SIII;\I't aad rapid detachment of cavalrv
~'At ~Ia)' J,e n~"r, will be "hIt' to drive tlu'ougll tlii.... cardboard-like wali'~
with collll':u,,!n'c ease, • , ,

If UliUlP ha.\'e happenedintliie wa>', the ca\'alr)' gl\11lR wlult ~'C have Khu\01I
10 he the c<>n.oeqllt'nce of t.he til'st "IIOCk, HII". here and there, perhaps even
wort! markedly tha.n we have nUIIJe out, Hellc~ other forces JIl!l8t be kept'
ill hallli for a second blow, to keep off tlle 1'l\1t)'llIg moment, 11> mcreasa the
%tap amI confuslon, sud to produce 1'1.'81 panic lind rout, The "'Il)' ill 1I'hirh
Ihi~ 2nd line should act ill ~hown II,Y' Pulz's vriKlUle at CIlStOZ7.K, where the
d ...,rgl'll of the two attllcking Inigi\lles (Plllz and Bujanovics), ICII uj' him
w~re ClU'rie" through with the IItnlll~t vehemeuee ; hence their ((fl'at snccClls'
.,hieh ll'Ollllllta\'c been much more cmnplete and immediate still, if the 2nd
line of Pulz's brigade had been 800 in~tell,1 of frosu 200 to :lOO metres oft'.
'fld~ would have prevented the enemy rall.I'iug IUIlI lecovering from his
h'rror. This "'aK rCIlIlJ the AU6triRII General's Intention, but he did 1I0t
lIlIeeeclI ill carrying out hill idea,

Altholl~11 the course of such a tactical action is r<ll'id. yet this rapidity is
1'lIly rdal1,'e. Looking at the matter practically, :IU attack like this h)', ~a\'
t 'NO bri~Mles, will take Italf to three qlllu'tcr.. of all hour, and if tl1l'''e LI{gallc.~
;He lIncce~lIl their formation ill sure to be broken, Now, here ill the dan­
,,\:rou.; moment for the cavalry, a.ntl it can only be got OWl' V\' havin« a 3...1
nIH' under the protection of which the two firtlt Cl\ll rall}';or .....hi~h will
e,'eJ;tJI:llh' have to hMt.e1J to meet all}' pO"tlible hostile lMliell (If eavalrv,
(St.'!.' the ·c'lIluter.attack a(ll\inllt Bredow's Brigade at Vionville), 'Ihe a;.1
line must therefore be somewhat further from the illd than this is from the
),1.; how fat, 1II118t he Rettlell b,r thc co", 111a1\(11'1', Thua we SUI1l lip: The
c I\'alr,)" division is tactically the 1Il0!<t suitable fighting unit ; its formation t«
1~ in three lines and each line to be as uearl}' :u; po/llSllJle of equal streuuth ;
with r<'g:ml to its employment :U1d the result of its action we IIJ:1.}' lay ,lil\\'lI
the fOllllWillg :-

1st. For cavalry, which really hM to drive the atl:tck home, there ill
lin,,', ns there .....a..; iu the )lHilt, a. "marked objective," the 0111,)' difft!reucc
Ilt'iug that .hi:i objective is of greater depth than that offered Vy the line (.f
1I1t~ last century. \\'c need only refer tu Pulz at Cu,t07.7." the ')st nnd 31'.1
Austriun Hl'''''~l'\'e (';\\'all')' Divisions at Koeulggraeta, and to Bredow, Barby,
allli Seluuidt at \'iou\,iIle, The trcllICllao;r. effect of1& rignroul Mrtllrlf tl.(J/~/e
/J,t a deep furmati?ll U ~'j/)1I;11 by 1'1l1: Otl t~e left ami lJ"dd(Jldl!lei;", on tl.~
1'I:1ht ,du,,!at Cll$tozzrl. 11:\(1 thc Italian:! ueen drawn up in one or t\\'o liul::i
tlliil ca\'alr)' wOIII,1 loimpl)' havc riddcu throu/ih themalll11l:.... etn:lllc a gal"
Uut, as it wa~, the ca\'alry dro\"e the !incs pclJ l1Iell into 0111.'auotller, allli III

that v.-a)' pro<luced a confll~i()n, out of 1I'hich it was not I'0!l!!ible to rcstm'c
('Itler. It is. therefure, hy no mean" an hUe qllcstion to consillel' wllCtlJl'r
c.I\'alry ('an pl'oclucc the lllOst lasting effect whl:1I acting against a Iinc, 01' a
.I~oe" format ion. "

2nd, t;\'Cll if there rni~ht 1I0t be space ellollgh to bring up twcuty or ",ore
!l')lIaurons iu one line, liS "'a.~ done In the 18th centlll)', 8till a glance at t1.~

Illlllietlel.t" of t·he Illtest wal'l\ will Khow that half of t11(,111 affo"le.1 01'1'01'­

tuniti~. ill nll\ll)' J.llac~. of I'Odtill~ vriglule:l Ullder co\,cr at 1.200 or 1,;'00
metreR from the fir11lg line, of uringlllg thcm \II' to thie ill cUlllparati\'e 1I11t-lter,
(0£ allowing linc to be formell anrl of cl.arging ~\Icce~flllly, Hut that which
Iwo urigadt·g at CIlt<tOl':7.J1 Ilnd one at ViUII\,illl' were able to do, luight 1Ia\'e
b<'cn carried out. ,,'ilh tltrec llrigadt">\ just I\S e:vii!.".

3rt/. TI,c SUee<'lIS o( cavalry, ""hid, i:l well 1(.'(1 and aUackR "'it" vigollr,
~peaks for itself. aftel' IIl1eh exal1ll']es as ClIs!.o7.?:a. Koenig-gmet7., :lI1dYioll\,ilIt'•
...., iml'1'l·~si,'el.", that there is 110 r<'ason todouLt similar ""cce~sc;; Leing won
ill the (lit II1'1'. 'J'lll'rc will be Il"~!l rea, on (01' ti\lcIl t1ullht, the more the eaYalr.,'

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

T
he

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
M

an
ch

es
te

r 
L

ib
ra

ry
] 

at
 1

4:
03

 2
4 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
15

 



62 TiIE CX\‘J~LRY DI\’ISION 

IIivisioii is traincd M a fighting body in pencc tinie, the more tlic co-opemtioil 
of the three :wins is stiiilietl ;ind piactisctl, and the niore the speed au11 
endunncc of civdry are tlcrelolietl. 

4th. If the civdiy division is prc )nvcd in this wag, and is coiiiinairdetl 1 , ~  
1:ui:nIr.y Icntlera, it  will tlieii satisfy all rcqiiircments a t  once : fibillst itif;intry, 
(xv;ilry, i i r i d  iirtillcry ; it  will ,  howevvr, linvc to imliroviac tlic hest n1e:iiIs of 
:Ittnck every time i t  riiccts tlie clilFer.erit arms, as was clone by J3rcclor nt 
VionviIIe aiitl A ~ i e i ~ w n l i l  a t  1f:iis-la-Toiir. Hence i t  followfi tlint experience 
is the bestscliwl for the civalry (kneral, as it is forevery tacticirlii. iiynieatis 
rd cnipiricil stiitly lie caii form his itlrxs ant1 develop hitiiself after lie lixq 
iiiuteretl the cswiice of tacticq. IIn\vewr. cinpiricisin prqicr Icnvc~ ofF where 
war bcgiiia. If, tliiriiix pace, tlic expcrieiices ?f war are neither forgottell 
iinr mistnkeii, ntid if tlic I‘ orginisill ” is tniiiied to Iircscrre the  iiicoutcst;iblc 
facts establisliecl by experience, tlieii p i e c  liaa fulfilled its riiission.- 

Just ne we Ixirr tloue in tactics picrally, so Iiare r e  stpeculated tno’miell 
:r\Joiit tlic rile of the cavalry t l iwioii  ; we have overlooked tlic siiiiplt! 
;iiid eteriially iniiiiiit;tlJle laws of tlic iiatiirc of the various ariiis, we liare 
gone rouiitl:i\ioiit wnya to get nt tlint eiitl, wliicli lics stiaiglit before 113 nn11 
13 poiiitai out  by erlwrieiicr, aiid we liave forgotten tli:it cavalr is nioliiited. 
Iiitellectual specti1:itioii is vcry gnni~ iii its plnce ; t i i t  i t  is L t t e r  lrft to 
tiniirrcendental pliiloso iIicis. Tlie soldicr sliould cpiifirie Iiiinself to the cartlo, 

wliicli lie lives nncl figlits, an11 to tlie espericiiccs rliicli it Iirovic~es for 
Irini. As a t;ictici:iii h e  n l i o i i l t ~  be both eiiipiricd nntl re:rlistic, and iii this 
way lie will get on jiict ns \ w I I  as iiieii of  seieiicc ha\w tloiie by ciiipirica1 
iiieniis ; f:icts iiiiist be his giiidcr, aiitl iiotliiiig more. 

We will now see 110%- w e  c;ui tiirii tlicse facts to account. 

I\’. Cotidercttiotrr (IS to ~ l t e  Tmitiitig qf LcnJeis iti Pcnro Tiiiit-. 

Tbe ~mcccs9 of cavalry in  linttle delieiitls on tlie cflicieiicy of i h  lcntlcr a i d  
oii the riioial coiitlitioii of tlic am, :ts well xs on itsopportuiiities ; iiatiirnlly, 
t w i i  au efliciciit Iemlcr will not be able to do iiiiicli with u uv;ilry rliicli in 
not up to the Iiecessnry tactical rcqiiireriiciits of the day. 

111 onlcr to IJC clear on this efficieiicy of tlie leader we iiiiiat explain \\.lint 
H’C iiiitlerstniitl liy it. 

h i v i n g  oiit of coiisitleratioii the indispcnsiblc nwrd qualities of every 
c iv;ilry coiiiniaiitler, liis “clv:ilry nature,” mid his skill M n horseman, the 
illoat important tliiiigs about him are his tactical qiialiticq, aiid tlie hct ,  tlint 
their ciiltiv;itioii lins been for tlie most part either entirelj tlisrtprtlcd or 
too little ntteiitlctl to, is tlie chief rc.uoii why ccimlry 11:s only gaiiictl great 
siicdsscs occuioiiidly, h i t  i3 to fin); oiily rlieti I’roricieiicc Itas. so to s m j r  
Iirovide(1 a n!;it~y m:itlc cavalry lcactcr, n cavalry geiiiiis, wliicli dewlopeil A(; 
Iwrfectetl itself all nloiic. 

Xntunil tlispositiou as a cavalry saltlicr, that is talent, i s  by no nicniis siifti- 
&lit liy itself ; iu order to get tlir iiiost out of its special nrrii, tdt i i t  can .w 
little drortl to do without piiicticc as without cxlrrieiice, i t  iuiist tliorougl~l~ 
iiiit1arst;uitl tlic ar~ii niid iuiist know what it  may c1:iiiri from it, aiicl tlie iiriii 
itself iiiiist feel coiiGdeiit of h i o g  able to satisfy all rcquirenients. The 
c;ivnlry lendcr liiiiat know the stroiig a i d  the weak paiiits of tlie taetim of l i ia  
CJU-I~ niid and of tlie otlier amis, that is to my, lie i i iuut lm a hctician. 
IVi tliout doiibt more such t;icticiaiis Ir:ive existed tliaii arc recorded i i i  
iiiilitiiry history. H‘lio kiiowo how niaiiv of our best iiicii h o e  Iintl to piiie 
itwity iii pence time, ~ i o w  niaii Iiave IiopJfor P eliaiicc, w ~ i i c ~ i  tIiey never got, 
of Rliowiucr w1i:it tlicy could 1 0  I 

TO dri~i‘n rcginient and n brigatle  we^! reqiiircq IlOtliiiin iiiore tlian n well- 
traiiicd ~~orgaiiisnip tLc coiiininnder caiiiiot slror niore Ecrc tliaii tliat lie i s  
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AS’.\ BOUT IS TIIE i m i r r .  63 

i r l l  up in the regiil?tioiis : lie only reqiiircs paiiis to inaster tlietii, did by dint 
of ceri$n ariioutit of routiiie, 1ntui:iIly resiiltiiig froiii practice, aiid, h i n g  
,,i,.eii sllficiciit time for tniiiiiig, lie bccoinea oiic of tliosc “efficieiit peace 
~ v ~ l ~ y ~ ~ ~ c i i , ”  of wliorn we Iiavc! so niaiiy alrrmly. 

~ ~ ~ < l l e  1i.w uot iii liiiii more than the n1ecli;iiiicnl part of his profcsion, and 
rllat i n n i i a p  to do could be cloiie witlioiit dificiilty by every willing iri- 
~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~ l n l ,  wlio wa-9 a saficiciitly gooil rider a i d  lint1 I)rcri tlirough siifficicut 
Iiracticil routiiie. Specin1 crbiliticq or even wrious stu+/ mid extnordiiiary 
clflntcicristic..r, are not erseiiti:il for getting so far, :iiid yet a civalry General 
Illlist ~ ~ o s s e s s  a libcrnl nllo\~-aiice of tlieec tlircc qnnlifimtions. If oiitw:iriI 
,Illp~rariccs are tlie tliiiigs towartls gettiiig on iii this bi.niicli, ill \vliicli 
61 ellit ant1 lmlisli,” niid even a certain aiiloiiiit of swagger, have without doubt 
reytcdly ~il:iyetl iio small pmt, tlicii iutcllect incl iniicr qualities arc made 
,u,,ortIixiatc to fornid niid outward show ; aiicl, in nii ariu, wliicli ie ns costly 
Iw it  i3 IICCC.SXY, iiitcllcct will be tiiriictl iii dirrctioiis wlierc tactics will 
l l l l for tut int~l~ Ire forgotten, where only tecliiiiml skill nntl accolo~ilislixiieri~s 
p v a i I ,  : I n t i  where, instead of rcnriiig tacticiniis, we get spor i .wic /~  This is 
excll:iiigiiig. tlic ei i t ld for tlie iiieaiis, bcciujc tlic spirit of the 5]JnrtSfllall shoiiltl 

innate 111 the mvalryiiiaii h f o r e  lie puts 0x1 his spiirs ; a i d  if, from that 
nmliieiit, lie were led away to Ix.coine the fiigt slwrtsriiaii. but iio tactici:in, lie 
v o ~ ~ ~ d  tlien not liave atlvaiicetl one step, but woultl orily liarc Lccomc n 
sprtsiuaii in iiiiiforni, with tlic pririlrges of nii Officer. 

‘rilere is iin doubt that :dl nrinics have li:id, liave, mid will Iiave amongst 
tlleir cavalry Olliccrs B grc:iter or less iiuiiibcr of slitirtsnicn iiistc:itl of tacti- 
rims. Iii all countries tlierr, of course, are nieii wlin Iinre bccii well fnvoiirecl 
1 , ~  fortune, wbo wish for life and eiijoynieiit, niitl only find life a i d  cnjoy- 
&nt  iii siicli, so cdlecl, tinble p.a.s-sioiis. For tlieee inen tlic Iirofcssioii of nrms 
is little iiiore tlim n irieaiis to a11 eiitl, ai:tl the one grc;it rcqiiirenmit, just 
Inid clo\vii by US, iiaiiicly, that erery mvalry Ofliccr sliould clevotc Iiis W h J h  
lllintl aud existence towartla Iiccniiiiiig n g o d  tacticinn, u-ould h absiircl if 
tllerc were no such sportsmen. A liigli (levee of outwnrtl sliow in coiiforriiity 
wit11 circiiiiistniicea,  ins a~w.tys been as&:itetl witli cavalry by 311 natioiis ; 
Init, if a xiicaii is not striick liei e, n c-walry, wliicli sliould b traiiiecl to b rcncly 
for any sncrifice, soon LecoriieA a troll dc h e ,  wliicli is s..tirically cliibbetl 
6‘ dpiir cliiiker ’1 niici ‘1 suortl clanker:rc0f cniirsc n taste for sp~tiicioiir, liixiiry, 
riid coloiir can be quite coirsistcut with efticiency iii a svrlry Gciienl, .zs 
Miirat, for instance, proves This p.vatlc was distasteful to sensitive nicii. 
aid  Kinq E’rctlcrick U’illi:im I11 slioivcd that he knew r v l m  to apply the 
riglit word iii tlic riglit place !)y tlie iiicknanie of “kiiig of the rope-chicen,” 
rliicb lie gave to Murat, ns well ns by so ninny otlier of his myings. r\notlier 
claw of cavalryinan has ;ill tlic ambition, but iiot the stuff, to make aii efficient 
tacticim, ant1 yet another class coiifiiics itself entircl * to its roiitine : this 
c ~ t w  is adiiiirclble at  s L q ~ e s  or in tlie riding sc~iool, i u t  its iiieiiikis ~iavc! 
niictnkeu tlicir vocation, a i d  slioii1:l liace been riding masters iiisteacl of 
Ofticcrs. I will lint eiil;irgc aiiy fiirtlier on tlic geiicrd stnndavtl of tr:iiiiiiig ; 
a liiglicr staiiclarcl is 110 nbsoliite iieccsaity for a tncticinii ; yct, what iiiny 
moiinbly be b1:iriietl is the insiificieiit tictical ti.niiiing, wliicli geiiccilly 
pmrails iii cavalry. flcaveii forbid that any one should takc this as n pcrsoiial 
reiiinrk I 
How- is i t  tlint infantry i always pleased wlieii a Geneid mines fmin the 

cavalry ant1 gcte coniinatitl of n division or even an arniy corps? Is the joy 
mere accidcut 1 .. l%y.no means, for the infantry knows tlicii t1i:it n good time 
b iii atore for it ; the ucw Gerienl is Fery likely mi adminble “~~valryxiinn,” 
but Le probably is also just aa bid a tacticiaii.” Ceiie~lly’tlieii, he will 
even go so far :is to be Iciiieiit, Lcciiisc, beiiig a eavdrymii,  lie will riot like 
.b judgc too severel); or lie will depute oiie of Iris sulortlinnte (iirfiiutr!) 
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c.1 TIIE CAVAI~ILT DIVISIOS 

Oener;ils to carry ox, ‘:and he will, as r rule, find nothiiig iiiore to add k, tlii;, 
Officer‘s ~ircicr~liire.” 

1Iow is it  that, iii pence !iiaiiaciivrw, siicli rrrnarkable clitnisinew and iiiJr- 
cision, 1 iiiiglit also say igiioimcr. is SO ofteii displayed iii tlicir tactic11 
cliqiositioiia, nnd iii their leadiiig by cavalry Gciienls, wlio arc elitrusted wi111 
a conitii:intl 1 W i y  is it tlint tlic illfantry will, nrr a rille, even liefore lie has 
l i d  tiwe to show-, even i r i  a gciieral w:iy, wlint lie is ciipaLle of, judge c,f audt 
:I Geiiernl as follow8 :-“To-clay we have R cnr;ilrymaii a t  our Iieacl, so X’L. 

s1i:ill be Zirlcd?” It is neeelless to my that this is often quite uiiciilled for, 
Ii i i t  it is, iinfortuuately, just :IS often tno true. Why nniong the qtvalry 
piiridly,  in all mules, iloes so Iiiiiiteil a tlegrcc of seciirit for riglit tactic-;ol 
jiiclgmeiit IircvaiT, wliy ig tlic iiature of tlie infantry figlit L r  tlle niost:piut ;I 
t c n a  imqnitu to them 1 Jt is not to iritlivitliinls, Grit to tlic system arid t0  
the iinrmwiiess of tlieir tactical tminiiig, that blamc iiiust te attaclIetI. 
Eesides the nImoFe-nanird clnses, whicli fortunately nre only R IiiiiiGrity 
ainoiip tlie wliolc h l y  of Oniccm, even tlie majorit cannot make tlic 11ru- 
p-t-s tliat it w-oii~ii Bn gladly do. \\‘lien 11e is at  tlic f;mr ec~ioo~ tlie cnralry 
OHicer Pcarcelj becollies acqiinintetl with the A I3 C of iiif;rritry tactics ; lie 
is iiiiaLIe to learn more there, hciusc the tinic is so short, becaiie i i  yoiiii: I 
iiinn with only OIIC year‘s service is iiot yet RuHicicntly preliiired to 1)c nblc t ( i  

t;ike in IiilJre, mil beciiiec, aftei. all, the elenieiits oi the tnctiul of his owii 
:iriii nrc the iimt iin mortalit thing. After this tinie, in wliicli the caralryiiinii 
iiiay Iierliaps h v e  fcarrit what a milipmy-coliiiiiii is, he returns to liis 
reginlent aid, if lie docs not of liis ow11 accord carry Ilia stiiclies firrtlier, or if 
he tlties not go tliroiigli tlie “ Krieg.znk:itlemie ” (Stnf College), l i iv  oiily cliniice 
t l i ~ i i  is :it tlic iiiaiireii\-res to  see, liere rind there, the ‘’ smoke-cloiids,’) cei taiiily 
iiotlii~iy itinre, of a n  infantry figlit. How and wlieiice, tlieii, cnii a cnva1ryni:iii 
so g ~ i s  > the nature of the infailtry collibitt tlint, in a real fi$it, he niny Liiuw 
wlirii tlie tinie for action hm come 1 T4et iis, Iiowcrer, be jiist, evrry iiiaii is 
not a geiiiiis, altliongli reqiiirecl to be such undcr oiir existing system. I 
\voitltl not lw sn tlisciirsivc 011 this sulJject were i t  riot that ca\-alrymeii tlieni- 
d v c s  1i:ive conie to me with tlicir grievance, nxid r r rc  riot triith, as WIIS 

btntetl near the lwgioning, so oftcii overlnokd oaiiig to its very siniplicit\-. 
C’ertiiiiily the cavnlry Officer of tlie present day can derive iuaiiv little Lits rlf 

iiifornintiori from tlie disniooiitwI nctiori o f  Iiis qiindroii. Init tIJs is too little. 
IYlicre i j  the r e n d  

No oiie Iiaq ever tlkiig1it it in any way ritliculuiir for infatitry ofiiccn to I, 
:itt;ichetl for duty to civalry, artillery, ‘‘j:tegem,” niid pioneers ; or for 
nrtillwyiiicn to be attaclicil to the cavalry, or e;ivalrj men to tlic artillery. 
This, :is a riilq is e\-en sonie mark of distinction for tlie iricli\,itlital, n rec0,nili- 
tioii of liis relative cficieiicj-, an iiiccntive for liixii to labour on for the gml 
o f  tlic army. Sonietinieq too, it happens that an infantrynnii siicltlenly hits 
on tlie itle:i of F rntliiig a year’s holiclay with us ; but w-e arc, of course, imt 
qwnkiiig of s i t h  geiitlciiien. 

Sow, d i n t  is the rcmoii whyJ SO far, a cacilry or artillcry Officer lias ticvrr 
Iwen seen with nii infantry regiiueiit 1 llecauw tlie wonlcl liarr to do two 
iiiiic!i duty on foot ! ~ ; n i  tliat pos-iL1y be n r c m n  1 f ~ o w  ninny illen of botli 
services are excellent pedestrians ant1 gwl sportsnieii I Aiitl ought tlley not, 
tlierefow, to be a l h  to  do infniitrr duty SO 3s to lcani to know the forni nil11 
iintrirc of the method of tiglitiriy of tlie 1wiiicipiil arm. which iiifmtry, after 
all, is i iresentinlent that this wish will iiot only 1 ~ ’  
scorned 11y tlie cavalry, but t L t  it will ~c ridiculed liy tlic iiifitiitry. ~ i i i t ,  

mid lii,\v is iiolirove~iic.iit to Le iiiatlc? 

1 Iiave a certain 

1 I L ~ I O R  rrrr xrll tlint thr trriii “ tnctici ” prop11 only rppliro to tlic cointiiircl 
ndinii of tlie threc ririns ; nrrcrtliclrrs I iisc tlic n d  liere and in other plmw fnf 
O I V  snkr of  Ilr. vity. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

T
he

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
M

an
ch

es
te

r 
L

ib
ra

ry
] 

at
 1

4:
03

 2
4 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
15

 



AS X BODY IS THE FIOUT. (i 5 

tll:,t is of no cniiqiieiice ; if nicii will oiily get .wc~istoiuctl to the itlea tlml 
i t  t,-iIl k otlicrwine. I t  may not k pleasant for a mari to have to gct otr 

Iiorse, bat, if lie wkhes to get on iii the service, he mu3t notnllaw Iiiiii.sclf 
to lH: put off by tliat. Bccsidcs, we kuow that it  ie the winli tliat, for iiistaiice, 
illf;~lltry ofticem should battaclied to cavalry ;-why then, iiot wish wlirt we 
w i s h  1 

~ ; ~ t u m l l y  we (la lint siiplmte that iiifaiitry ie suddenly to Lcconie the 
tlwoiigli the Kriep. 

:,k.,tleniiel’O~ticcrsslioiild,aa far= poerible,ao tliroii fayear’s Irxtical coiirse 
nit11 &riother arni, aiid it sliniiltl be iiisidtetr upon t t t  caralrynieii s l i o i i ~  (lo 
tliity wit.h iiifxrity ; there ir wiiie deli* ir i  thin, but we arc 1iiinl)le to we for 
wliht FeiUOIId “ ” are ~iowird;tys rtt:iclietl to iiifmtry, aid iufxlitry 
,,ficerj to 6 1  jacgZ?% our wiali were prxticaIIy exairiiiietl, it n-oultl br, 

that there iu nothing out of the way iii it. The preliuiiiiarj clrillq iii- 
cllldi~~g battalion drill, would of cow* Irxve to be done on f o d  ; at field 
ercrci.Ws the ~ ~ : I ~ ~ ~ l l i : t U  Cc~llltl 1 ~ 2  NOUIItCd, hlt at the niiluo2uYr&7 he woultl 
llAve to go oil foot oiicu Iuare. Of course 1 m e  cannot give aiiyoiie a l ~ r f e c t l y  
csact idea of the dstriictive &vet of a tire-:rction ; but it is a differelit tliiiy 
Ir;Lrliiug at  30 y e m  of age to what it  iR at 20. At 30 ueirly everyone I i u  
,riveit up hid yoiitlifiil frivolity, riiaiiy h:rve kcorne serioiid aiid pensive 
&rotigIi t.Iie cxIicrieiiecB of 10 years, :md the 1)rwerb that #la SiiaI)iau t los  
riot arrive a t  the age of diacretioii till lie is 30” w ~ y ,  from rny ovii eq&e.iw, 
1~ appIied to all iiien in general. For my own put I ciii aaaert that th  IILV, 
wliicli b r e d  me at SO years, now affoirl me nuterhl for a wliole dityh 
reflcctioii. 

&xeover, at SO years a ni:tn rarely quite kuows liid own niiiid ; lie, tlicre- 
fore, lerrrua I’ Wiir wliool tiictius” with 110 Iiighcr object tli i i i  to lcarii jiist 
c.nougli to get tlirougli tlic esaniiiiation ; a i i ~ i i i  of this ;ipc seltloiii aims :my 
I 1 iglic r. 

After that, the brilk of w\xIrjiiteii, as :L rille, learn notliiiig ninre about 
iiifiwtry, ant1 rice w r d ,  tlic latter leiirus rrotLiiig  now about t.Le former. 
]<:tweeii 20 aiid 30 ~ i i : ~ i i  acttlcs dowii, lie w l r e j  Iiiilwclf, 80 to sq-, aid for the 
tirst tinie finds out wliat Iris powers are. But how ~iiauy are there, w1i11 
Icirrc the amiy in t l h  tiiiie, b~CAii3~, they say to tlienisclvcs : ;&a all I a111 
iiot qualified to be an OAcer ! Diiririg tlixt time rnxri c!isccrus liia object 
iiiore clearly ; noble sciitiiiicrits, wliicli are tlic tint crowriiiig of lii6 positioii, 
:tri+e aiicl dcvelop i i i  Lie soiil ; lie 1i.u lcft liia iruiiiatiire :tiid unruly iiittiire 
beliiud in the storms of liia yoiingcr thy.* ; tlie illusioii is y ; riiaiiy firncics 
I~we  been torn wuutler and yet lie is Rtill dixoiitciited ; ie  turns away froiii 
ttie outer world, liolcls coniniuuioii with Iiirnaclf, and uts the timt mYc 
qiicetiona to liimself, tlic aiiiwcr k i n g  : 111 nipelf ouly l o  I fincl real Aolsce. 
Hia intellect hgius: to work iu a iiiorc conuectccl, regulrr, ant1 serioiid 
iiiaiiiier ; tlic biaiii, created for tlioiiglit, can no lougcr do wittiout tlioiiglit, 
aiid tliie iniier life of reiwoii aiitl reHcctioii is  siipportetl by a cli:ir;rcter, now 
bxorne firm. H e  mice more takej 1111 with the “ ~ t 1 i i ; i i i i ~ t ~ i c e ~ ”  of fornier 
y w - ,  having pcrccivcd that life is iiotliiug, tliat all id vaiiity, a i d  tL;ct orily 
liic tliiiig gives real and lasting satiafactiou, nariicly, work ; and now tIiat lie 
ii a WMI, his wing3 h a i n  to tlutter with that iioble iiiniilr virtue, which we 
cill ambition. Ambition to k sometliing, to (lo mnictliiiig, to live for mi 
itleid, with wliich tlie man ideiitifiee Iiiiuaelf, aucl wliicli, with ii solilier nf 
t lmc clays, UIII ody k tlic cudeavour to hcoluc a Geiieril. A t  this agc 
11 2 ciiu see tlic gap Letwren tlicory and Iinctice, Lctweeii kiiouletlge mid 
Imwer ; the gaps iu his knowledge always force tlieriiwlvcs oii liiiii ~ii ic; iI l~d,  
xiitl no sooner is oiie stopped up tliaii a new oiiu opeiis out. Tliis i3 life, :uid 
oiit of this eelf-coiiteIiiI)l;itiii~ activity sprin -A up knowletl;.e m i l  love of  
work, of striiggliug mid of Iiviiig, for life is d i  work ant1 struggle. A 1ii;iii 

: ~ ~ ~ l  of iu*tructioii for citv;ilry ; but, after 1 w i n  

TOL. X X X I Y .  t‘ 
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I;li TIJE C.i\’.iLRY DIVISIOS 

d i t i  lins ~vaclieil this stnge of niidcistandin~ ant1 niatiirity, will learn tactics 
witli SIICCCS~, ;iud will 1c:irii tlicni qiticA!,l, for uow lie is ,fnIlnwiiig n tlctiiiitc 
objtct. J h t ,  nncc lie is Iauiicliecl in  tlie L:ittle of life, lie i i o  loiigcr gets iwt 
or qniet ; every thy ~~ro~liices n new ~ilinse and, if lit: clocs iiot wish to gi\-e 
up the figlit (h., life), lie must figlit out these plinses. 

I linrc spoken to c;i\-nlryiiei:, wlio were very linirl working and cntliiwi- 
antic for their b~iricli, niicl tlicir coiifwsiori was witliovt escelition : I’ If we 
~ w l y  kiiew iiioi-e n h u t  tactics arid especinlly nboiit the iiif;iiitry conibat ! I ’  

IIow uiaiiy gootl ct\-alry ‘I eleriioits fail in the K r i c ~ ~ k n t l e n i i e ”  e n m i -  
iiatioii, siiiilily lecnnse tlicse csaniiiintioiis s?io\\- tli:it infantry tactic3 arc 
iilniost nii unknown world to tlicni ! Is riot this rcsolt cliscoiirn,~iiig in tlicsc 
tlays? Where can our priscnt cavalr)-Ollicer lcnrn to kiiow tlie infantry 
coiiilnt ; how could lie dctermirie its \re;ik points l~fore l in~i~l ,  antl nll n t  
i~iice take advauta,ne of tlieiii 1 Let us be jiist ; lie miinot know infailtry 
tactics, tlicrcfore lie oiiiiiot lw a peifect cavalry soltlier. Every tactical 
SIICCC‘CS of any one :irm clcywuds on n kiiowlctlgc of, aiid tlie tnkiiig admntnge 
tif, the weak ~ioiiits in tlic other hrnis, i . ~ ,  i t  clcpctub on d c  ivoitmtn<y 
xitpcriorify of the o m  c c n t c .  Tnis ltivirIcdyc miist be :icqiiircd, a i d  this t d i q  
cctlrcrirtogc m i s t  Ge practised ; t h y  are both the riieniis and tlie eiid. 

It will not do to sop~wsc that it  is of little iniltortaiice for :i Coniiiiaiitler- 
in-Cltirf to be a tactician, but for tliose who aetiinlly le:itl tlic troo it i i  
iiic1i:l eiisaIile. A Coiiiiiinn(Icr-in-Cliicf innkcs 1iis army figlit witli tC it~c:r 
o f  S(III!C defiiiitc olijcct, lie ascertains if lie has the neccsiry means :it liniitl 
for the tight niid if, from it3 Iinsitioii, the field of linttlc girea Iiopra of as 
mniplcte SIICCCS as pssiltle. ‘I’kcse ccwsitleratioirs belong :Iliiiost entirely to 
strdtrgy. Ihit clniiiig the figlit, tlie Coniiiiniider-i~i-Clii~f ciiiuot, arid nind  
lint, allow his view over the whole to IJC troulilctl liy :ittciition to tnctici! 
details. IIe gives ordem for this or that ; Lut the way in which tliey nm to 
IJC mrrietl nut is the busiiiess of the tacticiaii. Ercry cn\-aIry lender, even if 
Iic be :IS grcit as Seydlit7, is, 0x1 tlie b?ttleficltl, iintliiiig but n tacticiiiu : iii 
every figlit his cliity is to t;ikc advaiit;ige of ninrucutary situotions ; but wlien 
tloes he leaiii \ A n t  D figlit is, and where docs lie e\-eii learn to piit togctlicr 
:iiiil eniploy his iiistriiniciit 1 

The ctv:ilry Officer, who hnn risen to be n genenl Oficcr, harrneltlorii, or, a t  
all e\-cuts, insnficieiit oppnrtiinity for this. The older lie qcts mid the 
Iiirgcr the forccs iiiitler his coniniaiicl, the less assiiraitce will lie have ns to 
how best to employ tlieni aiicl as to tlic eo-opcntion of the t h e  arniq or, i i i  
:I word, :IS to tactics. ITeiice tlie inipossille ortlctu niid dispositions, or, 
\\hit is just as coninioii, a Irisrcr .fitire et laiwer d c r ,  i.e., n wniit of gciicrd 
directiou, and aiisncccssful fights follow as n iintiiral cmscc~~ieiice. 

Iii motlcrn fire-nctioiis, wliicli liwt fio lniig and are ~i1ipic:dly m i d  niornlly 
so dcstriictire, tlicrc are niauy clia~iccs of successfid action for avalry, liut 
ccrtninly iiot for cwnlry tlint coiisiders its Iiigliust niiii antl object to be, 
simply to ride to n str:iiglit cliarge ; but any lot of qrnonis, L~llrctctl a t  
n i d n i n ,  c i i i  do this, ant1 sucli a cliarge is as urclces in Its eKcct as a goal 
vollcy firc.! in the n i r  by infantry. 

But cavalry, t h t  is tac t id ly  trniuctl mil conini:i~itlrtl Iiy tacticinii3, will 
iiicct witli siiccrssc~, and, sooiier or Inter, the cliiy irillcoiiie, when cimlry will 
iriidcrstnutl wliat a field m i s t  Lc offcrcd to it 1iy tLc long, tliiii niitl,  as it were, 
cliscouuectcd liiie9 of iufuitry, wliicli in a hot, Ii;iralysing niitl ucrrc-shatter- 
inn tire-actioii hcoruc powerless ; :id the 1011 v r  the infantry is forced to 
1ioI:l out in tlic lire-actioii, sn ri ir ic~i  t ~ i e  Getter for tlic cavalry, ant1 so r i iuc~i  
easier is tlie task of tlie latter. Tlic Ccrni:iii cavalry, ant1 the Vreiicii too, 
iiiiglit frcqueiitly-ereii in tlie battles of August, 1870-11~\~  h e n  able to 
tiud qiiitc suflicieiit cover for n wliole cavalry regimeiit :it 1,000 iiictrcs froiii 
tlic eiieniy. The coiiditious, as coriqinred with those of the 18th cciitury, ale 
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.\S .\ nODY I~ TIlE FIGHT" 67

th'!l'eforc 110tentirely dirlcreut, for whilst the large mnsses of cavalry used to
be n''1nirell for charging successfully 011 the strongly welded together m:l~e~
"f infantry, one or more squadrons are nowadays suflicient fur relatively
"l'e:1t SIICCI'S,CS, as we art! taught by Vlonville, Amicus, Bapnuuie, aud
OricallS; the conditions 11:1\'e thus only changed relatively, and have even
ji,lpfOl'ccl for cavalry, aIH! cavalry must know what these arc, so that it lila)"
shapl' its action ucconllngly,

(';uC£lll trniuimr of horses, good horsemen, good armament, ridera nnd
!Ior,es C;11~1.hle of ~IIUl\l"illlCe, smart aml rapid ruovernents.:n bold and dnriu:
~pirit art! ali fine and gOOI! things, but we 1lI11st not be deceived by them;
the)' are nothing more th:111 the iudispeusnblo filllndatioll of all cavalry
t:letics, Tile)" are the elements, and 110 doubt all this is import-rut, but it
C;1I1 only contribute to success when employed in the service "f the intellect,
fol' tnctics bclouc to the intellect, which must be cultivated, aml IIII1$t
thoroughly know"the nnture of a. 1I10der1l fight; this is tIIICI' for cavalry than
for :111)' other arm, for in illl case it i" alwnys n question of seconds. Tile
foregoing applies to the other al'IllS al~o"Il1ore thnn tacticians sceui to insist
Oil hut still nor II. SO great an extent as 11\ the case of cavalry.

hcnerall)' speaking, German cavalry Officers lIIay be said tn lmve been given
~IIRicitmtknowledge ; but of cOI,u'se tl~c)" arc 110t wanted til he professors, 11lIl
Otlict'nl. In the cnvalry there IS, besides, n proporfionately brge number of
r1~~JlI." rc.ul Officers, whose gcnt'ral knowledge Car exceeds the lIeCrS,5.1r)'
:I\'er:!"I'. Further, there is such a freshness about cavulry literature that ill
this r~s(lect it is 1II0st ndvnntageously l!isti!lglli.sheel from all other \:Titings,
That enables us to conclude that the orgruusru IS souud.

The relations in the ranks of cavalry are, as :L rule, more free mHI less
constraillell than in the other branches. n fact which, indeed, is consistent
"..ith the graud art of riding anrl the. \,:ll:it·d elliot ions, which tile noble hors«
II ffords, This Freedom frum constraint 1:1 not by all)" means a thin" to be
found fault with; it is a cavalry characteristic, which is to be foumlin that
arm alllong all nations. A sour-looking man, such as York, who was II:m!
as steel, could hardly hnve come from the cavalry ; the devout and self-reliant,
thoueh aomewhat hard-headed I':iethen, the light-henrt-d, ual'ilJIF, clear­
mil1lleu, and noble Seydlltz, the frank, I'ntl'rprisinc1' :1I1I11I11I1:lIIntelllllnchel',
arc all types of cavalry leaden! ; and this list might be continued down to
Schill nnd Platen, and, still further, to Y. Bredow, Auen;wald, and Schmidt
ill our own time.

It is uudeuiahlc that the noble chnrneteristic of fmnkness is extremely
prominent ill cavalry ; it, ill fact, seems to be the expression of :L cavalry
miud, and yet in the same henrt there should be the eunnillg of the fox. In
addition to these diametrically opposite SCIISCA we require the cavalry ollicer
to II:L\'I' the most heterogeneous quui.tics : deliberation and llm'iug, cool
calculation aud emotion, calmness, endurance, per~e\:erm~ce, 1II0ving rapidly
here, there, and everywhere ; a cavalryman must 81t III his saddle ami always
he fresh, enterprising, and daring, Of course he must be thoroughly pro·
ficicllt. in riding, otherwise the \\'?n! .. cnvalry " wOIII<1 be out of }I1.1~e.
Hand III hand with these characteristics must go those 11101':\1 allli cqa,dly
illlport.1nt oncs, which call he includeu ill the eX}ll'es~ion"grasp ('1 the
~ituation," ill Loth a litmtegic ami a tactic.1l ECllse, j:·urlher. the "hal'p'
!Jcss of the st'nses IUllst be \'t!r)' highly developed, the sight aUlI IIt~arin'"

IIlllst he caI~'\ble of detectillg the 1II0St minllte occurJ'ellCt,i, anu nll L1li~
must bc enclosed in :l. constitution of inlll, The C;1\'alrylJ1:1u, ns he sits
in his s,1dull', is a fl'ce lUan bdollging entin:I;. to hi" OWIl head ~nd !I~:lIt ;
for him thel'c shollld exist no situatlun, into which !lr. caullot ('ntel' 01'

froll1 which he callnot extricate hilll~l'1f, amI to thi~ ellll mllst he he trailled.
The :;cicntitic a:l ~'dl a:l 1U0rai statll~ of our ca\'aIJ'y Oflicers IUllst be con-

)' :.!
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68 TllE CXY.\LRS DIVISlOS 

sidercd as n gml nncl perfectly aiifiicieiit one, SO tlint, with seii3ible tactieil 
tr;iitiiiig aiicl exercisiuq RII excelleiit result must iiecc.aarily be produceti. 
It is iiot csy to tlecide if the cliwxteru af our gr ta t  oavalry Gciieriila nIc 
siifliciently studie4 ; but such study mu LC strongly rccoiiiiiicndetl in tlie 
history of civalry, jiwt ns i t  can .b tliroii,nlio~it history. U’liatever niny be 
slid to this, it  is a fact tlirt iioti~iiig. urge3 IIK ou 80 iuiicli :w n kiudly coii- 
tern htioii of tlie great fiwircs iii history ; dor the cleci.-ious of the 111.111, aiid 
his loltliiess in c;rrryiiig t l ici i i  out, iiiiat ever be ,tile iiiost iiiiliortniit objects 
of coileitlccitioii. 

Starting froni this p i i i t  of +ie\v, i t  niiglit Iwrliaps iiot b witlioiit gopd 
rcsiilts if the biog~xpliies of p ; i t  cavalry Ccnerals were writtcii as prize 
cstny,  80 m, in tliie w ~ y ,  to place an i ~ i r l i a ~ ~ r x ~ ~ ~ b l e  nirntal food before oiir 
jouiig cavalry Otticen ; d i n t  r e  ~ i o ~ w s a  rip to iiow iii this respect is es- 
treriiely defective nritl, nt any rate, iiisuftic-ieiit. It is evident that the 
cluditics a i d  talents, just mentioned,, cmiriot be foiiird to nii equal extent iii 
each one of a nuiukr of iiidiriiduals. A serious coiisitlelntioii of the f d t y  
of 1.uniari 1i:iture can rather prore tli:it very ~in i iy  ~ i i cndo  not possesss t l iei i i  ; 
h i t  thi3 is not the case with canl ry  dlone. Now, iii ntlclitioii to  all tlicsc 

rent liuiiiaii qiinlities, n czvilrr. leader niiist have just FS iriipmtaiit iiiilitary 
ftactical, oiw.  IIeiicc, it  is neeillcss tomy :iiip~iiiig wore to sliow tliat cav;ilry 
luadeis are but rare gifts of l’rorideiice. 

Let us sup~iosc, now, that in the czvalry there exists eiioirgli iiitlivitliinl 
stiitiy, ,and tliat i t  is fnmiliar with the tkcory of the co-cperatioii of all miis ; 
bit  evcir d l  tint will Lc far  froni soflicient. It is iiotliiiig ~iiore than h o w -  
letl:,.e, iintliiiig Li l t  tlic prt4utle to tlic ~ i w e r  of action. Tlie.organizatioii aiitl 
iuctliod of tixiiiiiig and iustruclion.of .czvalry 017iceix must bemiore pmctic;il, 
more tnctir:il, niitl more in nccor11;iiice with tlia coiitlitions of war. TIIF 
long m i x  of past uwtiirieu ciiiuot mciir a p i u  with oiir nrxuies of 
iiiillioiis of men ; and ilie test~liool-w;ir-filips by so qiiickly tliat, lie wlio 
\vould wait for it, woultl iievcr IN iii*iiiic. l l i e  jriiieipd \voIk niiist there. 
fore be clorie bcforeliaiid, arid this is very difficiilt, bewiisc it is arriied otit iii 
11~ace tiiue. Wiis is n l l  tlrc iiiore rc.won for the wock kiiig serious, for 
thiriking evcrytliiiq out exactly, far a carefii1.1iietliod k i i ig  :iiiqited, aiitl for 
iiiiliesitatiiigly riinkiug ux of evcIy nieaiis, .which caii remove .mvalry from 
drill-grouiitl tactics to tlie true zjdiere of i t~~f ie ld  of nctiaii,.aiitl vliicli teiitls 
to tlie qiiickcst possible ti3iuiig of Iiorses niitl men. .All:tliis.is ;a matter of 
pmcticr. 

1’. Jccmity 13r 3fuAu ti rres ‘b j  IXri.tiims. 
111 tlie eeiitrirj of cmalry it  ‘was iibt .tlie pmcticc to Ic:irc e v e i j t ~ i i g ~  

coiiiiiig uiidcr this ilieacl, .to *war,.for 1icacc Ial~ours Ii:id to d o  their ~ l ia rc  as 
well. The cavalry lerdeiwof Roaribrcli and Zorriclorf (Seydlitz), oiitl ‘l’orgm 
(%ictIicn), WIIO kiicw how to uiiaiiwiivre niitI attack wiiIi sixty or seveiity 
sqiintlroiis, arc different fiiircs to the ixiien of Ziolieiifrietllicrg aiitl Cz1.slarr. 
Between tlic sccond mil  itliird Silesinu Wars there intervened ten years of 
pence, wliicli hail lrrii dlie real xliool of the tncticq of tlw: great King. Eveii 
his great masters were not “ Ileavctt-Lorii,”.biit ?wrc obliged to work liard ; 
:.id iii those t h y  t h y  were sciisible eiioii4 i i o t  to eq,ect n aivi i l r~ lcad~r  
to be ;ilJle, in w r  tinn?, ta-kurl sixty squa&oiis swiftly :iiii~ tiiiaw;ircs o i i  tllr 
enenig’n Bntik, without givilrg h i  opprtuuitics iii ~)encc for leariiiiig lieu- to 
iiiove such nixww. Books are iiowacla~s written to Llaiiie oiir 
traiiied cavalry Generals (wlio 11ad, a t  the iitiiiast, previously liaii&? 
Iiripde for 3. frw dicys) for iiot Iinviiig succccdcd off-Iinric1 iii coiumaiidiiig n 
division. Uy all iueaiis Iilnnie the sjsteni, Ini t  
lint its vietius. Eva1 if the wvalrv Generals Iind tliciiiselres possessed tlir 
necr.sar~ eiIicieilcy, wc sIiouIcI still ii:ivc IiatI :I f:iiIiiic, ~ ~ c a u x a  :I ( l it  isioii i i i  

Iiow ~iiire:~soiiable this is ! 
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AS i\ 1;OL)P IS 1IIE FIGHT. ti9 

tllrcc lilies, oicli two regiiiieiits ?trong, will not leiid itbelf a11 aloiir. To be 
nl,le to iiiaiin *e tliia seiisitive argiiiisiii rcquirea iiiniiy p r s  of mrefiil tn i i i -  

a (1 jvisinii, will. under. the most favoiirable coiic!itioiie, aqi i i t  tlieriist.lves 
ill,liffereiitly SO far .M iiiniimiivriiig goes, hcniise tlie orgiuiisiii is aii iiiitr.iinet1 
olle. 111 the pliilonopliical century they were not so itlogical as tocxpcct this, 
i t  H-JS not till the tecliiiieil cciitiiry, iu w-liicli iiicu 1Law letirut to.c?lculatc su 
nccilrately by lognritliiiis, tlint this occurred. 

 low, tlieii, have oiircavdry 0tKcel.s beeii ecliicatetl, nntl how arc tlie niajo- 
rity of tliein still liroiiglit iip I There an be h i t  littleqiieatioli of tactic- or of 
tllc co-opexxtiun of the clilferent nniw, .zs we have already esphiiicd. But 
tllat is iiot all ; they Iiave liatl 110 opportunity (and this is the cise no\\- niorc? 
t l l ~ i i  ever) of seeing, aiitl still more of Iediiig, large i i incw,  or i i i  other 
y.ords, they do iiot get the iiistninient of war a t  their tiiigcr eiitls iii ~ w a c e  
time. 

The t i i lk  of tlic Geriiinn ownlry Iias, SO far, diiriiig IWCACC tiiuc? sceii zln 
larger uiiit tlinn tlic bri,nndc, nucl tlicii a t  iJiaiiwiivres it pedoriiu. tlic duties 
of clivieioiinl oavnlry ; it ia only the iiiinority, a b u t  oiie-scveiitli or one. 
eighth of the cavalry, that practises iii divisicns. 

What R rem:irkable tliiiig i t  is that aii iiifaiitry division 011 war streii$tli 
IIRS to i u a i ~ q e  with four sqii:i~lrnns (s very liberal allowaiice for that uiiit), 
wliilc at p i c e  luniimiivrcs sncli a division lins tcii or even more squadrons ! 
Have nien then, really, iiever perceived wliat ia coiitrary to all tactics niitl to 
the re uireiiieiitu of wnr in our system? Aiid (lo they not we tlint, owing to 
this fa 1 se iiiiiiicricil propoi.tioii of the nriiis, irifniitry mid :utillcry also nre 
iuialctl iii tlicir idem of the triic c1inr;wter of a tiglit 1 Wl~at is the c;iiiw of 
niir iiot makill:: progrcss 1 T l ~ c  wiir of lS i -78  lins not tauglit 11s a siilgle 
iiew tliiiig ; what we now h o w  aid labour for was atlvmtetl by iiitelligeiit 
iiien iriiriietliatel after the war of 18X-71. 112 have I i ; d  experieiica, biit 
forc<qJtC)r liavc irerivet1 iiiore profit froin i t  tlinii wc ourselves Iiave. I m k  
a t  thc Freiicll aiid lhissiaii cavalry. We Irave beeii writing nix1 talking for 
riiore tliari ten yms ; nll that we urge is .zckiiowledgal to be p n d ,  )roper, 
riglit, ant1 iieceswy, niitl yet everything remaiiis Inwticilly ill its olt/ state. 
Where is tlie oLstrrictioii to be foand 1 Wlieii so little iiitelligciicc iu sIio\vii 
aboiit cavnlrj, Iio\c- enii we be srirpris. :I t1i:it even sdtlieru slioultl rccoiniiieritl 
ilic siipprcsioii of c;tv:ilry sn m to liave iliorc iiifiiiitry i i i  its pl;ice ! lbports, 
10 be sure, can be mndc \vitli vc4ocipcdesI and tliere is no furtlier iieed to 
[.ilk of cavalry tactics Leoirisc, iii the opiriioii of siicli men, cxnlry is s n p -  
duous oii tlie luittlcfieltl. It is sad that this e\-il has b e i i  able to tdie sricli 
ti2c.p root that every iiieniis of resisting it lins h e n  neglected, that iueii have 
rciiiained silent a i d  nskccl for notliiiig, aud that a feeble eKort II~IS, at tlie 
oiost, been ni;& in the defeiicc! of this ariii. Is i t  sapposed tliiit carnlry, 
dieii  i t  11% to bear siieli things nnd is looliecl nlmi .ls little better than it 
l ift11 wliecl to n coacli, o~ia cuiitinue to  exist arid clevelop ; or that the arm 
~ i i  Lo self-reliniit, a i d  that the vigoroiis arid eiitcrprising spirit, witholit 
wliicli it is iiotliiiig, cnii arise :tilt1 spreael 1 

Wlieiice is its iii0r.d eiicrgy to come, tlicii? y o u  m r  quilt-drivels, wliat 
ii  tlic iiw of your tlioug11tsmd eKorts1 1 w-ill tell you. ~ o u  o u ~ y  p t ) -  

\.eke fresh 01, mitioil from those who simply pasj over cavalry rid go by tlic 
it!eiis of tlie Jay. ~ ~ i e  coiiviction tlint, w a coiiseqiieuce of tlie 1'11 sically 
aiicl mentally erliausting arid destroying nature of rl f ic* l i t  ~f brwcdoaclerr, 
w-alry cau play r tactical p r t ,  not bconio a t  nlf geiisrn~, in fact we 
liludt, unfortiiiintely, ndniil that cveii with tlie cavalry itwlf matters are i int 
geiicrdly !letter. Ant1 we can eoarcely think ill of cavillry oii this wcoiint, 
for i t  lins very rarely rcally acrn infantry thut Lad beeii iii a fire-actioii for 
h e  or sir Iiourd. But still, should iiot the superior Geiieialq wllo liavc tliclii. 

jllg jii d l  rail t 's. Evcii the Iwst mvalry rcgiiucnb, if suddeiily collected iuto 
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i 0  TIIE CAVALRY DIVlSIOS 

selves coiiic froin tlie iiifautry, xjk tliciuselres wlietlier sucli iufaiitry could 
iiot be ricldeii do\vii, aiid wlietlier tlicy tlieiiiselves are iiot tlie very iiieii ti1.t) 
tillodd cuiisitler every civalry qucstioii iiiost seriously I For the weak poiiits 
of tlie iiiodcrii fire-actioii cuiiiot posibly be iiiikiiowii to tlieiii. Yet the grtat 
intltieiice, that iiifiintry t;ictici;uis, :iud the siiinll iiiflueiicc, that cavalry 
tnctici;iiis ciii exercise, is tlie chief C ~ I I S C  of our iii3ki11~~ progress so slo\vl.y. 
c;ivalrj C;1n tlecidc ;iniongst tliciiiaclvej it tlie coiiycisoioti iiito ~ i i ~ n i i s  nu11 
Di-agooiis is tLc. most jucliciuus uud best, as is recoiiiiiieiitled in tlie liam ililet, 
“Oii the Aniiing, Tmiiiiiig, 01pii7=1tioii, and Eiii lo) ntcrit of Cavalry,’ 1 or if 
it  is picferable to still retain Cuir.1ssiei-s as weH, i l i r iving tlieiii of tlieir 
cuiixses aiid uriiiiiig tlieiii with ritles ; it is a riiatter for argiiiiierit whetlier 
poi/ifin.q are better tliaii c u t f i y  wenImq but i t  oiiinot for D luoinciit be 
doiibtetl that oiir two-liniidctl “stile-iiriii,” iii:idc for Loth poiiitiiig niid cutting, 
8 tlie grcitcs; coiiceivable inistake. It way further k :irgucd wlietlier I;iiice, 
ride, niid mbIe are riot too iinicli for our Ulilaiis, IK‘COUSI: our iiien air? too 
cltiiiiy to  ncqiiire tlic nece.rc?ry skill in 1i:iiidliiig tliesc tlirec wenpi is,  ant1 
Lcc;iu?ie, after ;ill, the estr;i \wiglit lins to be tnkcii into cloiisiclcratiuii M well. 
Tlie lniice is a fiist cite \vc:i1wu iii the Ii:iiids of a skilful IIIPII, but iii tlie 
liniitls of an riiitrniiiccl iiiaii i t  dws more l imn tli:ui good. Fredericl’s 
c.~vnlry, tlie Tiirks, niid A i i i h  (once tlic Lest txvalry) were uiincqiiaiiited with 
tlic I;iiice ; the l’olu alone possess tlie iiaturnl skill for acting a.4 I:iiiceiu, a i d  
the I’olisli Ulil;uis were Nnpoleon’s best mvalry. IVliy do we not form our 
1Wcs iiitu iiutliing but Ulilaiis 1 The Tiirks, Arabs, a i d  Iluugirinlis m r r i d ,  
:i i it l  still carry, cuttiiig iiistcad of poiiitiiig \veapoiis. All tlicae things-with 
the exception of tlie necessity of nriiiiiig trwlxiw with rilles-art! tlutxtioiia 
of sewiiilnry iiiilwrtaiice ; but. on the other Iiniitl, t1iei.c can be iio diUcreiice 
of opiiiioii about the priiicipal arm, tlie hor~?.  If we tliiiik coiisistriitly :I 
little further aid keep in view the niissiou a i d  employiiieritof c ~ v d r j -  111 ~ i r ,  
in tlic way that this suliject w.w workrd out in the ~i :~~~ipl i le t  just qiiotetl, tlie 
coiisitler;itioii, for tlie tactic11 tr:iiiiiug of cavalry in  IIC;LCC niitl its tncticd eiii- 
playmeiit in war, will b self-evident. T h i  it will IIO longer l~ p s i b l e  tu 
C.UllttSt tlie nlsoliite iiecesity for peniinneiit cavalry divi3ions of the proper 
strciigtli in pence. Rut to 0rg;ii)ize tlirlu will not do :iloiie ; aii orgiiiiicitioii 
witliuiit twiiiiiig, pcictice, a i d  supplciirsj is :i iiincliiuc ; but the cavalry 
division iiiiist, mi tlie coiitpry, b an oigiiiiisiii. 

It is everpliere ackiio\vlctlgctl that its strategic enrplopeiit is the liriii- 
cilia1 field for c;tvaIrj’s actioii, aiid all :iriiiica have so coiistituted t1ieireav;ilry 
11s to b ;ible, 1110re or ICSS, to sitisfy tile rquirenielrts of stlxtegy. Tlie 
Iiecesity for tlie ert;iblisliiiieiit of tlic requisite caviiliy divisions 111 l ~ ~ a c c  
follu\vs so clearly from w h t  lias Leeii said, that IVC i i e d  not say niiytliirig 
fciitlicr about it. 

Lhit wli iiot at oiice seek the tactical coiiscqiieiices? 
;Is u t i t i  the curulry icilt tnuke it.* nppttra~cc alorie, in udrunce of t h e f r w f  

o f m  arwiy, aiitl will tliere f i i i t l  ail ciicwy acting i n  tLe sniiie w y .  It is ini- 
posdde for it utw* to iiiove, see, or et  i1iforrii:itioii witliaut fighting ; i t  will Le 
:ibdoliitcly iiecessnry for it.  to breitf tlirougli tlie enemy’s civalry screen by 
force, aiid civalry eiig;igciiieiits of IIIOIC or less iiiilxii taiice lililst t:ike 1iI:icc 
lcfore the iiiniri :iriuj can conit! into actioii. T l i e ~ :  ciiyageiiieiits ciii i iot Le 
:ivoidtd, especi;illy by the offelisire side. It ciiiiiot Le argued agaiiist this, 
t h t  siicli ciigi:n,nenieiitu \rere avoided by Kn~ioleoii I, the great iunster in  the 
stnitegic ciiiplojiiicut of cnr;ilry, or tlint they were iiiiiieccssmy fur tLc 
Gciiiiniis iii their uinivli on SCtIau. Iu Loth cises tlicrc w x ,  so to wy, no 
ciitiiiy ; i i i  N:ilwleoii’s tiiiie the eueiuy’s cavalry w,as split iip mid, ksides, w;is 
tll4ciCiit of any talent fur hi l i i ig  it, aiid iu the olicriitioiis ;ib;;iitijt SCJaii the 

Urrliu, 1853, Frr.dr.rivk LiickLnrdt. 
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AS A BODY IS THE FIGIIT. i l  

French civdry was oii the wrong llaiik. But n Ceiierid, wlio wishes to figlit 
\rith tLd Lest cliniicc of SUCCCSJ, iiiiist La well scrvccl with iiiforiiintiuii by lii$ 
Gtvdry. It w m  bcausc Xnpoleoii never iieglectctl tliiq t1i:it his iiianner oi 
condnctiiig Littics ~7trictl with i t  a coiiditioii of seciirity, wliicli has siiiceoiily 
bccii eqiiitllctl at. SC.tliiii. A s  this way of eiiiployiiig c:iv:ilry \viH iii future Lc 
~ ~ U I I C ~ ,  iiot 0 1 1 1 ~ -  on om, but oi l  both sitles, it follows t1i:it :iu :iholute sclnn- 
tioii of its sti:itegic a i d  tiicticil action au i io t  In. bi.ouglit iilwut, even for ;I 
\~liola thy. l'lic iiii1q)eiitIciit cclv;ilty 11:s to citry out atixtegic ilutier, LIIL 
C;iiliiot 110 this witlioiit recoiiiuc to iiriiis, witlioiit itself coiiiiiig iiito actioil 
e~c.ry d;q-. In these ncriuiis i t  must get the u p p r  lilriid of the ciieiuy's 
~ ~ m l r y ,  aiid i t  11x1 tLcrcfutc :L qititc J i d t t x c t  missiwi, frmi idid w u j t  result 
( 0 1  cqicully disthct ztccy of [rai&iy it. it \voiilil In. supissrd that everyone. 
cvcii n 1iiyuiaii, would uiiclerst:iiitl this, but, of irll Iiabity, iiicii stick iiiost of :ill 
of tl int of lookiiig over the biiiiple truth ;' niitl this brings us to  tlint stagt, 
to work tloiie diiriiig peace, wliicll 1i.w at :dl tiiiics LOiiie, ;uid \\ill bar fruit, 
: ~ I I I I  to wliicli Frrclrrick's cavalry u w a l  its I:iiircL, iinmeIyy " cscv: ihg Coiii- 
~ll:iudeiu in c ~ v d r y  tactia." 

i t  is striuigc that while they put aside what is narcst, aiicl wliat :idillits c.f 
110 qiicstiou n h i i t  wliat is i ieces~ry ;tiid the posiliility of cirryiiig oiit 
wli:it is iieccssm .as if tlic way to coiiiiiiniitl :L crrviiliy divisioii cuiitd L,: 
t,ziigllt by i t s e ~ ( 2  cvcii tlic lii, 4 ic t  iiifiiiitry uiiits tcncli tli;it of t A o i t ~ c l i v ~ ? ~ ,  
llleii rush ~ii:idly on to groiiiid wliicli is fiir iiiorc diIlicult to ciilti\-:ite i i i  
pciice tiiiir, iiaiiicly, that of the strategic eiliployniciit uf cavalry. Tlie nimt 
iiiiliott:d, cunditioii, wliicli coiiics iii here, ttocs iiot exist :iiid iiever ~i i i  LC 
iiitrduccd in pnce tinie, it  is tlic iiiiwrtaiiity :tbout the psitioii, strciigtli, 
; l i id  iiitciitioiis of tlie eiieiiiy, in fact, all tlint re1:itrs to the wi1it:ir: iiieasurcs 
t:iheii by Iiiiii. The coiiiuiruiccuioii that takes phce iii ~ K L C C  tiiuc cciiinot bL. 
ao elit uH; t h t  oiic side would be uiiable to fiiid oiit evcrytliiiig liccesary, 
witlioiit cvcii sciidiiig oiit n ~iiigle trroper for it. I (lo iiot ii~eiiii i n  airy 
way that strdcgic cavalry iuaiiwiivrcs arc not geiieixlly tleiir:iLle, h i t  oiily 
t1i:it rsnggci."-.itcd Iiolw slioiilil iiot be foulitled oii tlieiii. Ttie eiiipIoynieiiL 
of ~ i v i i l r y  iii ~'c'iice h i e  WII be of grwt iiiiprtmce, froiu n stiatcoric poiiit of 
view, iii t1i:it it atru,cls to tlic coniniaiit~cir. oppottiiiiitics for Eiiriiiii.g to 
iccoimoitre a wide froiit, niid to :irrive :it a defiiitte iiuportniit niilitiiry 
point, iii doiiig wliicli they will Lc. obliged to einploy their forces iii iii.iiiy 
tlitlciciit ivit js.  The wv:ilry itwlf iiiay iii this *my becoiiic :iccii.jtoriiecl t o  :L 

certaiii aiiiouiit of eiicluniicc; niid even if tlir iiitlividual tiwoper loscs this 
iiaiiu, still t.lie c a ~ d r y  OIiicers le:iru in this way Iiow iiiricli ciiii be clniiiirtl 
frwu the nriii iis a i u w  ; iiutl this is iiot without iiiiprtiuicc. Stiate; c 
~avnlry  iiirriiwiivrcs, :IS t h y  have h e n  liitlicrto c.airid out, liave iiiis.je:l 
tlicir Iiriucilxil object ; we sliould like to see tlieiii aurietl oiit in coiii- 
IJiiiatioii with the other ariiis, w opposed to tlie ~iarrow sjstciii liit.lierto i i i  
force. 

liisteatl of nllottiiig two cxvnlry regiiiieiits to evcIy iiifnirtry divisioii at 
our aiitiiiiiii ~ i i : i i i c~~uvrcs~  we ought to be wtkficd with oiic ~ i c r  ilivkioii, 01; i i i  
s~~i i ie  c:isc's, still lets, its, in  fact, is tho rulc iii war ; mid the ieiii.iiiiiiig 
~ i m l r y ,  with the addition of the sliarcregiiiiciit of aiiotlicrclivisioii, slioiiltl be 
taken totwrds foriiiiiig c:tv:ilry divisioiis, uf wliicli each corps s110111d 1i:ive oiir. 
Iu this way we slioiild b actiiiy ill priiiciple a t  le:ist,asoii :ictivescrvicc ; bur 
!lie :ictiial sitii:itioii ii:iist, of coui%e, nlwnys be more or leas diircrciit to w h t  it 
I* iii war. Fot if ,  f u r  es:iniple, the IVtli aud S I t l i  COI~JS are acting :igaiiisr 
 it! niiotlicr, the cavalry Ceiiei:ilu :it oiicc kiiow oiia iiiiporkiiit f:ict, which iq 
that they will haw to look for e:icli other in Hessc or Sasoiiy, :iiid t1i:it they 
ale  siire to be tilere. Tliej- :ilso kiiow encli otlieri, streiigth, 01' :it ail? ~';itt- 
llic iii;irclliiig-uiit streiiyt I, nuti tliat is ay:iin mrioli. TIie 6trciigtIi iii;iy, oi  
c ~ l ~ t ;  iiiitlcrgo cliniige wide the iii:iiiwuvres :ire going 011, IJlIt niiy cliniige 
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73 THE C.\\'.\LRY UI\'ISIOS 

c:iii scarcely rcniain quite iiiiknowii to tlic otlicr sitlc. If tlip cavalry 
were ernliloyA iii this way, far tiiorc progrcss would bc iiintlc tlinii lirra Lccii 
hitlierto, iiiorc rspcially as i t  woiiltl lead to  a proper tactical iiw of the 
large fi?v;ilry units at tlie nionieiit of the colli~ioii of the iii:iiii forces. k'rom 
all appearances it a-ill I J ~  quite  1mosribla to  kccp up, mid ?cveloli fu r t l r i~ ,  
iii:uiwiivrcs of this liiiid, notwitlishncliiig tlic adverse expzrieiices that tlicy 
ntfordccl at firjt in Fcince .as awl1 ns in Gerniany. Even if tlie civalry 
clivisioiis are not tactically engaged iii r i i i i s  every thy tliiriiig the iiiniitcuvi.es 
of the riuiii Lodies, still tlierc will uiidoiibtetlly Lc iiinuy opportiiuitic,a, 
bcforc tlic collisioii of tlic niaiii Loclicv wlicii tlic rival c:tvidrics nirist tiglit 
cncli 0 t h  in mass, niid if, cluriiig d i e  figlit between the  niniii bodies, tlic 
caval comnianders only once get  aii opl~ortuiiity of taking p i t  iri tlie fight, 
enou$ will 1iat-e been pi i i e t~ ,  Iiro\-iclccl they make good uw of this once. 
Certaiiily Scydlitz niade two attncks with uias~ca n t  Zoriidorf, niiil 
Napolcoii I iuidc tlirec at A s p m i  (2 l s t  May) niitl Wagrani ; but  tlic usual 
record of battles is 0111 oiic grcat c;ivalry attack, either a t  tlie opeiiingstage of 
the Ltittle, or after t i c  other niiiiv Iiave so ~ircpirct'l tlic attack, tliat tlie 
i-:iv:ilry- c i i i  bre:ik tliroiigli, and tlius inakc tlic victory coniplete. Wliy 
should it Le otlierwise a t  Iiianmuvrc:, 1 

Cm~~lry Gcuecils (i.e., cavalry c o ~ i i r n ~ n t l e ~  in general) slioultl learii 
in tlic conibiiied action of tlie tlirce nriiis to liiion geiienll tlirir 
oiiportiiiiity for tacticnl action against tlic various nrinq and t iemfore 
cavalry divisions sliorilcl nlwaya bc i i t t d t d  to tlic ariiiy C O I ~  n t  wanwiivres. 
A i d  i t  cliicv iiot iiiatter very ~uucl i  if oiie niaiimuvrepnsses off without giviiig 
this opl)ortuiiity, or witliout its being turned to :iccoiiiit, for all will be 
leiiriit in tiiiie, aiid niiotlicr uaiiwiivre, richer iii these opportiiiiitieu, will 
follor.' 

Iiifniifry ant1 nrtillcry on tlicir side will 11avc to watcli, aiid tlic cavalrj 
itself will lcnrii wliat ail ainouiit of attention niid cnliiiiiesj arc rcqiiircd for 
success in takiiig atlratitagc of o given situation. n u t  this will iiot dismay 
cavalry lcatlera ; on tlie coiitrary, it will urge theiii on t o  greater iiiord 
cfiicicwcy, for ~ i i w  will go heart m i l  eoid at wlint is difficult, miti most tlitli- 
cul t ;  tliis vxcites tlieni, R ~ I I I Y  tliem 011, a i d  crcatcs R lorgiug to fight, 
xliercas daily roiltilie ~iialics them n p t h e t i c  Mnimnrres, that  are oirrird 
oiit in this way, certainly require one condition, iiainely, power of the com- 
bined ~ i w l r y  ma.% to niaiiceuvre in u h l y .  I ~)iirposcely say t o  iiiaiiwiivre 
mid not to drill ; for drill ought to end with the rcgiwciital iuspction, and 

1 T h e  Etatemcnts h id  bccn n rliolo gcur in p i n t  bcforc t l iej  could be publislietl. 
A t  that timo thc addition of tho cnrulrg diriJion in Ucriiimig nivl FMRCC hid i iot 
n d i d  tho expectations entertained, aud the geurnl rcdict  xa9 : " Caralry diti- 
*ions ore superfluous ; thcj arc onlj spectators, a3 them is no opprtunity for tlicir 
action." Thia work mas originated b the imprcs~ioii of this renlict and Jirivtnl 
uguiwt it. 3Icanrliilc n i j  itleas f 6 r e  bccn strenglliencd by facts. A t  tl ic 
iuanaurrcs of tlic IVth A m y  Corpa a l r q e  curalrj ninzj xna i i i iprorid uiidcr tlic 
coininand of Ocneml v. Sclintloir. It coiieiitctl of the 7th Ciirnssicrs, IGtli Ulilrni, 
12th Husnrs ,  and n combiiird cnralry rcgiiiient. 011 the 15th Sytcmbcr Ocncnl 
v. Sc l ido r  lacinclicd tliie i i i n s  ngainst the rncnij, at  tlic Iiioniont nlicii tlic lattrr 
NIM bcginning to retrert, nnd on 1111 side:, thin nttncl; KUS iiolctl DS knring dccisircly 
lsrokcn tliroiigh the cncmg. It ir ciirioue that this happcncd on tlic rerj field which 
l i d  fornierlj beeu the sccncof 9e lidtt'r p n t c s t  ncliiercnicnt, and -a3 tho work of 
thow rcry regiments wl.icli Id carncd for tlicmzclrcs imperishable renown at 
VionviUc. BccauIc Qcnenil ron 
~~l i imcnt l ia~ waJ a man who knew h o r  to employ caralry, and Gcncrnl I. Sclindoir 
w w  a niaii rho  kncr  how to conimand it. Mag tliir pcaceful Ruejbacli of 1 8 9  bc 
ilic cradle of fro111 exploits for tho fferman caralry. 

And wlig wne this a grcat tactical succcw? 
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AS I HC)I)Y IS THE FItiIII’. 73 

it  s ~ l o , i l c ~  b a principle that From tliie t h e  forth the coiiibinetl cav;ilry 
,I,oultl exercised against an actiinl, nud not an iruagiii;iry, 01qioiiimt.” 
~ l ~ , , , ,  tile exercises will ii;rtiirally develop iiito Iiiariwuvres. 

With the exception of om- 
~,,,-Clltll or o.~i~-eiglitli, tlie German cavalry know, tlie bripcle oiily as the 
Isurgest ~ ~ e m e i n g  unit, aid, slioiilcl a war break out, tlieii six-seveiitlis to 
,,.,.n-elgi~tlis of tlie ctvalrywill have l i d  iio rccerit exlwrieiice of 1&g formrtl 
iu  a tlivision they will tlot Iiave a~iy contitleiice in tlie liue tactics of the 
tlivjsiori, aiitI couininiiclen, slicli as tiiew tactics reqirire, will not bc fortli- 
coilli~lg. Even IlowathyR, six-seveiitlis to scveii-cigliths of tlie Gerniaii 
uoalry Ic;tr~i iiotliirig beyoiitl t1.e rcqiiireiiicnts of divisioiial mvnlrly ; tliis in 
1 ~ ~ 1 ,  Lilt uot accideiital ; iii fact, this statcof thiiig:: i j  far’rnoi.u the surc s i p  
tllat w-e are i iot  aware of the tactical iaiportnnce of mviilry. 

If this inqmrtance were generdly recoyiizetl, then tliere is no doubt tliat, 
ollly so iiiucli cavalry would be eiiiplolyrtl as c1ivisioii;il cavalry a t  the 
alltiinin i1i:ciitcuvrcs ae is actrinlly required ; the rciuniuiiig iiims woultl--ro 
lollg aa there do not exist sufficiciit cavalry dividoiis rcatly orgaiiizc‘d iii 
I‘c.w~--b conilincd iiito iiidqsiident cwalrly divisioiis, in wliicli it  wonltl 
I m t i s e  lunnocuvriiiq .ad niucli as possible .against x real op~wneiit. These 
I I I a I i ~ u v r e s  would scarcely wst  a 1wiiiily inore tliaii tliow tliat have Iiitlierto 
lrkeli place, wlicrean 1iic.11 a i d  Officers wocilcl Le instructed i i i  tlicir triie 
q,lierc ; :iiitl tlicw exercises would linvc to be YO arraugrtl tliat tlic wliole 
(;eriiiari civdry would linve niariociivred in tlivisioiral torinntion OIICC i i i  
eotq-y two yeain, i.e., regiiiiciits, ichicn arc diriaioiiul ccinilry one ycctr, u w l d  
kprt iiito the curulry tiirixivii fhe fcdlooriiy yew, anti w OIL. Oiie tl:ty, v;Iieii 
1 w:e explaining thcsc ideas to o dktingriislid cavalry Ofiicer, lie reiii:irkd, 
with a siiiilc, “ You forgct that we are Geriiiaii8.” 1 coiild riot quite giasp 
tllc nicaiiing of liio objection, a i d  asked for a furtlier e x ~ ~ h i a t ~ o i i .  l’h 
otvalry Officer said : “Our national tendency for stickliiig ;it averytliiug is 
the chief oppiieiit to thew ideas : for, in oiir country, before a iii;in lias Iind 
his say ottietn break in with ‘ ifs’ nud ‘ ands,’ wliicli s t i i t l  i n  tlic way of 
tlwiaioc action.” What is tlic usc of cavalry divisione Q thew arc 1111 
I~rrdrrs ? Ibfzituocii~-res, i t  is triie, are iiecemry, 6ut what will I’iirliiimeut siy 
to them, i they cost oriiore tliaii previous ones? And the turn out it 
juilrcre, w iat will tlic critics tuy I and 80  on. Yea, aiitl wliat wih the ~ i e i l C I ) ,  

Hueeiiiia, niid Audtriaus s q  1 And wliy is tliere a cleartli of leaclcrs? We 
have every reason to assume nowadap tliat, if it 11ad uufortuiiately to tb) 
eo, our cavalry would take the field with infinitely le t ter  “tacticiaus ’I tlian 
it did formerly. h i t ,  if we lincl adopted rigoroiis uienwires elid maiiociivncl 
in this way ever since 1871, the failure a i d  the pence would long siiicc linvc 
Leeii forgotten, mid the cavalry would liavc ;it its clieposd 3 consitlerable 
iiutubr of reliable Officcn tit for the Ligher coiuiuaiids. It would most 
rohbly occupy that bictical Imositioti, wliicli vine formerly mclicd by 

!‘reclerick’s cav:dry before tlie third Silesiaii War. We niriat iiialie tip our 
iiiitide to one tliiug or tbe other: eifhrr cavalry clivisioiie are Jieccuary (ant1 
wlio would still .argue that tlic :re iiot I ) ,  i i i  wllicli ccree a suHicieiit 
iiiinikr mist bl: established, aubr their couiuiaiidcrn iliust Le ~iractisect, or 
they are wiiii~c.vary, and in that caee it ia time to dirlcoiitiiiue tlie half 
memiires hitherto taken, for they are raginents, iiot a whole. But it is not 
p n i b l c  to insist 011 tlic “cifher-or,” Ge mu% the correct views liave not yet 
niade siificicnt lieatlway. H’e uiidcistrnid well enough that the old style 
h e  not answer any longer, but we iue still uiiccrtaiii rchich iicw style is the 
correct oiie. 011 tliet point it may be Mid : tlic ideaa~~rolmun(lcd by us will 
$till Le nf urn, eveii if it  comes to the wonit) and they can iicver do liarin ; they 
iiiay, perliap, inspire nome men with over ryjh Iio~wq a i d  woriietinies the 
xidied for BIICC~SS r i l l  be wantiiig-was iiot tliia wautiiig a t  Hmela~i I 

Ilitllcrto this 1i:tn iiot bccn geiierally required. 
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i 4  TIIE Cl\’hLIiP DIVISIOS 

But it n-a~ uot wantiiig a t  Rojsbncli, Zoriidorf, Asperii, Wagi-ani, Ciistoia, 
Koeiiiggraetz, :uitl Vioiiville. 

I t  rtiiist not Le at all iriiagiliccl tlint the Priissinii, Freticli, nncl Aiistriaii 
cavalries fouiid their successful attacks siicli e.uy niatteiu, :IS ~iiei i  iiiake oiit 
~iowadays. The attacking wall of civalry was pretty often Llowu to piccc:, 
by iiifaiitry iirc, eveii iii tlioae days, aid, wlieii tlic attack did siiccecd, it 
iisunlly cost so iiiucli blood, that a genelit1 sliutldcr would be iaisetl by it ill 
these days. Ilciicc Frederick, especially, Iii it l  all the iiiorc strws oii i q i d  :lilt1 
Iirrcise iiiniiruuvring aiicl oii tlniik attacks. 

I 

1’1. Sonie Neiiiarks O I I  tlic Curulry A t t a c h  of Frederick !hc Grccit a d  
AVUP!CCI?& 1. 

Tlie iiinin strengtli of Fretleiick’s arriiy did riot by any iucaiis lie in his 
mviilry at first, iiotw-itlist;iiidiii8 IIoliciifrictlbcrg niid Czulau. Uat the 
Great King nintle good use of his eyes for srciiig, niid what lie Ii:id seen to 
be riglit iii the first Silcsinu \\’iir, hcciiuc tlic h i s  of his cawlry iiistrwtioii, 
orgmiizntiou, tniiuii!g, aiid eiiiployiiieut. A t  fiist the i~tJuiifr~j zrus k>c*dcridJ.4 
rriuiic strength, niitl it was oiily after tho secoiirl dilrsi:lii War that cavnlIy 
ciiiiic on tlie world x1 iiii nriii rliicli coiiltl tlecitlo lhitttcs. 

At Jlollwitz ;I \vcll~delivcrctl attack of thirty-sir Aiutrinii squ:itlrons fell 
chiefly 011 tlie 1’riissi:iii iiifniitry ; at Lowositz, this model b:ittlc of tlic 
16th cciitiiry for thc ciiiployiueiit of cavalry 011 both sitle3, thc l’russiaiis Iintl 
il t o t d  of sixty-iiiiic agaiiist seveiity-oiie Austri:in sqwidroiis. 111 tliis battle, 
which was [we-eniiiieiitly a Gatdry figlit, siipcriority iii mniiuximiiig :iiitl 
wigli t  of charge give the victory to tlic i’rnsiniis. At l’ iqiie tlie 1’rusi:iit 
czv:ilry clc;iretl thc \ray for tlic iiifaiitry, ci$ity Prussiaii figlitiii** agaiiis: 
sevcuty ilustriau squadrons. x l t  Kolliii Zietlieii’s attack with Eisty-tivc 
sqiiiitlrous ngaiust sixty uiider Nadascly H-~U uiiable to alter tlie fate of ‘the 
thy. 

A t  Ilossbncli Se**dlitz routed the \vliolc of the memy’s line of h t t l c  by his 
iiiastcrly U:iiik * ..d with forty-tlirec squadrons. A t  lhs ln i i  tlic attiicli oi 
the Prussini. ,snlry w u  wrcckcd &fore the .ltc&ait grcmidiei-r in h e .  At 
Leutlieii Driescii with sixty squad:ms crime tlowri 011 the fl.ciik of the hitherto 
successful attack of eighty sqiintlroiis, coruiiiniitlccl liy Luccliesi, aiitl filially, 
Zietlieii \v:w oiicc iiiorr uiiab,c to p i i i i  a victory a t  Uochkircli, wlicrc soiiir! 
forty-iiiiic squadroils were e~ig:iged OIL both sides. 

b o  not tlicse cmmplcs fuicc us to ruflectioii? IInre tlicy not their well- 
dctined miisc atid ctfwt 1 \\’lint civiilry copiiii:iiider to-day knows liow tu 
work forty to eighty squadroils together ? It is true that tlirse sqiintlroris weIe 
: i h u t  o w t h i r d  cvenkcr t1i:iii those of the prcsc~it tituc, but  still they were 
foriilitlablc III~SSS. Anti i t  W:IS just iii p i c e  tiiue that the cavnlry COIU- 
iiiaiidcr had bceii ~ir.ictiscd in tlic iu;tiiagemeiit of this “ iiistruiiieiit.” Uiit 
wliere have we nii inst:iuce iii our days of a clvalr * Gclicrnl 1i:iviiig in peace 
tiilleattacked witli forty or sixty sc1ii;idroiis iii attack forinittion t  om- is lie to 
be cupublcof doing this iii w-;ir 1 hforu  lie is ex mtcd to do i t  lie slioultl lw 
givcii aiiiple oplmtiiiiity for it iii pace timc. ~ l o c ~ e r i i  Inttlefields certainly 
give little opportuiiity for coiicciitiating forty to sixty sqwdrous at 1,000 
inrtrcs fwni tlic liiic of b:ittlc. 

If such iiissjcs Iiava iievrr been c~i,q:igcd iii latcr ht t lea  (ercepting iii 
Xapleoii’s tiiiic) by niiyoiie but the l’russians niid Aiistriaiis a t  ICoriiig- 
gi;ict’: niiil tlir Freiicli i i i id  1’russi;iiis nt (Vioiiville, it  is not so iiiurli oil 
iircoiiiit of tlic coiifiguixtiuii of tlre groiiiid aiitl cli:icicter of tlie figlit, as of 
tlie fa.:t t h t  tliere lias been a clr;irtli of eivalry 1e:idclu 01 the stamp of 
Sryrllity iiiitl that all  nr.iiies h - e  biiikrul fwiii tlie siiiiie w:iiit siiice hi3 day. 
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JS A BODY IS TIiE FIGIIT. 75 

Xnliolcoii Iiini+elf fully recogriizetl tile value of tlic nctioii of cavalry on the 
bttletieltl, arid Iincl therefore given to i t  tlic foniiatioii wliicli we Lave imiv 
;\c\opted zgxiii, iiariiely, divisioiis of 16, 2-1, or 80 squ;idmiia with 2 or 3 
Iiursr artillcr Lnttciies ; and wlieii lie wished to ntfuiii soi/ic ckfi11ftc oljcct o j  
the brittle wit{ Ilia c;iE:i~ry, l ie eiig:i,octl tliesc tiivisiniis witii even less Iiesitn- 
tiou tlinii Protlerick I1 1i;u.l doiic before Iiiiii. His civ:dry CoiiiiuaiitlcizI, 
fisjiCrru, Narisoiity, Kclleriuaiiii, 31 urat, kc, were, with the eswptioii of tlie 
last-ii:iiiicd, but iiiediocrities ; up to Aspern hi3 cavalry cuiiltl, in  a m y  
p r h a p ,  Le coiisiileietl etlii:il to that of Frederick in ra )idityniitl iiiaiiwiivriiig 
mwcr, but, after ttiat time, it coultl iiot ; niiti, after \)is eiitire ol\.iItry ~ i : i i ~  
Lai riiiiircl iii tlie Stcpl’cs of Russia, Nai~~lcori’a iie\vly-fomed cavalry 
alwavs w x i  n tactically inadequate instrumnt. 

After tliat, it never got hick to its olil tactical efficiency, and since, in 
coiiscqiience of its defective tnciicil coiistitution, it could oiily :ittack at  :I 
trot ;iiid iii coliiiiiii, aiitl siiicc it lind CVCII to some esteiit ngaiii t:ikeii to tiriiig 
rdlep f‘“m / lorschd.l tile si~cccses of fornier y m ~  were iiot fortlicoiiiing, 
eveit w icii the curalry u y  cl:icctcd by the p u t  .I/asfer of L’utt[css kiiiisclf, a i d  
trith the sctnw giyfcd c*ou cPrril as o old. Tlicn. is no ariii in which tactical 
etlicicllcy iniist bi! so fccidctl aiic of so tIiomug1il nix1 iiiiiforriily a IiiGli 
order ns iii cavalry, mid our forefntiicrs did quite rig%t, in a tucticul scnse, iii 
Firing tlic uost tlistiiiguislictl position in tlie army to tlie cavalry Gciieid. 
‘i’liis was not due solel - to the iiiinieriml Iiroprtioii between the infantry 
awl tavnlry, but it 1in3 n proper t:ictic;il iiiotivc. lliit, nltliougli Napoleon’s 
c;ivnlry after 161 2 u’.w tlecidctlly iiidilkrciit ant1 nriiiicricnlly weak, yet tlic 
Allied txv~Iry,  WIiich wiis t r icc  as strong, could not get the upper ~ini i t l  over 
it in tlie cl:iys bcfore Lcipsic (11th to 14th October) ; tlic former Iield its 
own with 10,000 snbres nuder JIiiint against 30,000 of the Allies. I t  iiiiist 
iiot bc supposed that this \vw bocinae tlic lnttcr lint1 showii itself tacticilly 
iiieflicieiit, but simply bec-iisr, 011 tlic Allics’ sitle, there \vns not a siiigle 
C;ciieml who h c u  how to lead tl ie couibiiicd iiinsa nt liia dislmal. 

The “ iiistruiueiit,” with which Nnpoleoii I foiiglit his battles, \v.u eiitircly 
ditfercnt to that of Frederick the Great ; the foriuer lint1 ciii:iilcip;itcd I h i -  
self froiii every cut-aiitl-dried p h i i ,  niirl itiiyovisctl tlrc tactics of each Lattlc 
nut of the iriesliaiistible soiir~rs of his limn. H e  dial not adhere to niiy 
gciieial rule, niitl it is not truc tl.:it lie slio\vcd a wfeieiice for niiy prticulnr 
p~an  of attack, .w lias so frcqiieiitiy been asserted witli rcfciriice to liis Labit 
of 1irc:akiiig tlirougli tlic cueiiij’s line. 1\11 the S;IIIIC it  is goiiig iiiucli too 
far to assert tliat-lmxiise L’recierick 11 :icIolitd a particular iiiethotl for Iiis 
liiic of battle-tlie tactical eiiiplo iiieiit of his czvnlry was ciluuys on the saijic 
mxfet, aiic~ tliat tliis wv:iIry actel oiilyjroiii f1ai1k.s ant1 ayctijist fl:iiiks.  re- 
tlerick the Grc;it.liiuisclf rccopizctl the foriiintioii of cnviilry i n  two liiics, the 
sccoiitl 0Verl;IlJl~lu~ the first on both flnnks, :is tlic Lest ; aud, cvcii witliuut 
iiiakiiig a stiitly of tactic11 rzgalatioiis, we yet know tliat tlic‘re arc ninny 
clear-lieadd m n l r y  Oflicem, wlio crcii now consider tliia fcrniation tlie ninat 
sriitable for tlie riinrirniivrcs before, drtring, nntl nftcr tile nctiinl att:ick. 
Cert:iiiily tlic for1ii:itioii of Frctlcrick’s caviilry iii battle never-so far as I 
kiio\v-took this form ; the foriii, whicli the Kiiig iiscd, IWS iirarly al\vqs 
esactly tlic saiiie! yet lie used it  \vlien startiiig from tlie tlaiiks as well as 
froni the centre, 111 short, a-lien st;irtiiig froin any p i n t ,  froni wliicli lie sislietl 
to win his tncticd object ; in this rcsiiect Xnpolcon wits not a Iiaii’s Iire:itlili 
above him as R tncticinu. At  liolliu tlie c~vidry w.u eiiiployetl to save 
r l i : i l  was still possible, just ‘2s was tlir: mse with tlic Austrimis : i t  Kociiig- 
gritctz ; tlic saiiic tliing Iinp~anecl nt IIoclikircli. Aiid altliougli n clinigc 
ngniiist iiiibrokeii iiifniitry tliil i iot Iwoniise niiy SIiccess, crcn in t h e  c l~yz ,  
vet tlie Gre:it liiiig tlitl iiot liesitate for a iiioiiieiit to atteiiipt it, wheii it wis 
j*JssiLlc for Iiiiii to furtlier tiic iiiaiii object of tIie Little b j  so cloiiig, :is, for 
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7 1; TUE ChYALHY DIVJSIOS 

csiim~ile, a t  I:rcJnu. And tliis cavalry slid its blood on tlie tieltl of battle 
i i i  qiiite i i  different w.iy to the cavalry of this century, witliout tlic “ pliilo. 
s q h y  nboiit 1 o . i ~ ~ ~ ’ ’  cver puttinn its veto @list eqnqing cartdry irhen r/ ,e 
o$wt of the buftlc itnpcmficely &niaritlcd it. N:ipolcoii aeted in exiictly llie 
s;me way, arid every ractictajt will do liliewiee, the Iwst firenrrus bciitg 
iowerlcs3 to effect any clianw Iicrc. That cav;ilry will, iii such work, not7 

Lac iiiore iueii is crrtaiii ; j!i! tlie aoltiier is prraeiit so tlixt lie may ~e 
eiigagecl wlicii iicccssity or(lei>-,t, ant1 wlien tlie object of the figlit requires 
it ; it  h this object that decides liis fate. Tliiis we ace Napoleon eii,qiiig his 
c:iv:ilry with still l e s  cmsitleratiou for i t  than Frederick 11 liatl done before 
liiiii ; with liiiii the ol’ject of the h t t l e  WM everytliing, heiice his ciralry 
iliil not w i t  to coiiie ou the scene oiily when theotlier arnis Iixl been brokeii. 
On tlie 21st bhy, a t  Aslwrn, his iiifmtry was in a decided inferiority; lie 
lint1 no rcserre3 to fill the gap, :ud R hoetile coiiiitcr-athck would uii-  
tloubtetlly have broiiglit ruin 011 Iiim. He tlieii laiinclied his aivalry apiiist.  
the eneitiy : 5,000 Ciiirasien attruketf the firni Austrian h c s  f hree times; 
tliey did not brcik tlirougli a single Intt:ilioii, rid they left :3,ooO troo wr3 
o i l  tlre field, wliicli is more tliaii any otlicr cavalry attack 1 1 u  cvcr cost. t i t  
we liave iiever yeen it stated tliat h’apoleoii cliecanlctl tlie actioii of cavalry 
i i i  battle oii that account. Ue Llanied the defective plaii aiitl the Lid 
tlelirery of the attack ; lie could not iiitleetl liave put liiniself 31 the Iicatl of 
the civ;ilry, niid lie lint1 oiily iiitlitfereiit (cavalry) tacticiam, yct tlie cvciiti 
of tliis b;ittle proniptetl liini to dcmaiid niore from liid cavalry thaii Lbforc. 
I:or lie justly rr.lsoiietl t1i:it if 1111 nttack, men coiiiiiig long bforeliaiitl, 0111 
give tlii, result i i i  spite of bad cirryiiig tlirough, tlicii the actioii of c;cv;ilry 
III bnttle, iiiitlcr iiiorc favouriible contlitioiia, cannot fail to b iiiucli iiiorc 
mxesfi i l  still. With these 3,000 troopm, h’npoleoii I i : d  gtiiicd his object, 
tlic Austriaii ofhisive 1i;itl bceii sto )11~d, aiitl in the iiiglit of tlie Ilse”2iid 
~ a y  lie a x  able to briug ti ) reiiilorcmieiits, wliich improved liis c~iaiices. 
A t  Wagriiiii, on the 6th Ji&, lie iiiade his wvalry attack over ant1 over 
:ig:iin, witlioiit any coiisidemtioii for it or aiiy delay ; this time he did it so ;IS 
to get siificieiit space for the cleplo iiiecit of lib arniy. 

i\nd ~ ’ a g x i i i  is just w-Iiat ocipnit to be seriously sttitlid, kc;cii.so it is 
perhap tlie Lxttle, in wliicli tlic wtioii of the tlirce a r i a  coiiibined is most 
coiup!etelj re~trcgeiitcd iiiider tho master h i i d  of Napkoii 1. h’ever has 
R General ciig;ixd all a t  owe, .u Kiilwleoii did here, a i i ias of 60,OOO nicii ; 
the counter-attacks of the Austrians on Clilum aiitl the attacks of the 
Germans on St. I’rivat arc all that ciii be in any way coniparecl a-itli this 
mse. But Napoleon I was not eqiinlled, :it citlicr Cliliiin or St. I’rivat, in the 
l)rejiaratioii uf hi3 attack and the tacticd coiisicleratioiis, :icconlin tu wliicli 
tlie iiitlividaal ariiis were eiiiploycd. Nnpoleon I waiitetl to brcaf tliroiigli 
tlic liiie of tlir Arclitluke C!li:irles, iiiid afterraids to roll 11 ) tlie e e p m t d  
purtions. ‘ro this eiitl lie ordered tlie i i i i w  of Ilia coiiibined cavalry, 10,NKl 
iueii strong uudcr H c s i h s ,  to make repeated attacks froni the centre agiiii& 
the Austrian infantry niitl artillrry. Tlie p e n t  Miuter of Hattlea w.u well 
iLwarc that tlie figlit would rcquirc maiiy victiiiii, but lie ~ i i w  that tliis iiee of 
his oivalry wm tlie ouly tactiod nieans leatliri,o to Iiia ciid. It ie triie tlint 
the Auetrian liuca wcrc iiot ritltleii clown, biit tlieir entire action w m  80 taken 
iip Ly this cavalry being let loode on tlieiii, that Napoleon I w a ~  able to c w y  
out the projected :itlvancc of Iris 100 gciii h t t e r y  to ritlriii close range of the 
dustriaii position. Ccrtaiiily tho battery lost iicarly all iuanoeiivring power 
in this Imitioii, Iiut froin liere i t  W.R ;ible ta prepre both of the next iii:iin 
iiifnntry attacks, by wliicli tlie e i i e q ’ s  liue waa broken. After tliia h d  Lccii 
doiie, Snp~leon’s ciivnlry was, i t  is triie, not in a condition to win furtlicr 
siiweses, biit d i e n  c;iv;ilrj I m  acted tactically, .WI it  11.4 done here, it  hir 
fiilfillcd its iiiissioii. At Soiiio Sierra (1803) aiid Elorwlirio (181-7) Sa1ioleoii I 
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AS A BODY IS THE FIGHT. ‘ii 

went a step furtlicr; for tlie cawlry tlierc iiuclcrtook tlic tluty of tlie iiifiiiitry. 
I t  rttackecl over apeii coiiiitry, 80 tlint by its qh1i t .y  i t  niiglit qnre the 
iiifaiitry froiri iunking aii attack, wliicli woiiltl liarc eiit:iiletl great loaees, aiii1 
Iiave lmii friiitlesa. At  Borodino, tlie Freucli cuir.isieru cvcii cnpturetl 
cloeed redoubts. 

H’.terloo sliows that cliargea coultl fail without gniiiiiig their object, rriitl 
clinrpts 1,adl) plriiiietl riid exerutcd took 1hce eveii iinder Miimt’s coiiirnxiiil. 
At  KriuiioC (I812), Ncverovsky’s Hussiaii Divieioii, aiily 7,000 strong, w ; i ~  
able to reRirt more tIiaii forty cliarges of Murat’s cavalry, thirty-five rcgiineiits 
strong, with a I t ”  of oidy ?,,ooO iiieii aiitleiglit 4uns. This wae due to tile 
tiiecoiiiiccted w ~ y  in wliicli the charges wore ddliverd, for no great SIICCCL)~ 
caii be secured witheiit a grcat stroke ! 

Siiice that tiiiie, fighting lirre cliaiiged very miicli iutlvcd ; firrariue iiow 
sweep infiiiitwly iiiore grouiicl : h i t ,  a t  tlie SRIIIC time, t l w c  lias arimn I\ iiew 
field for the t a c t i d  actioii of cavalry 16 a conscqueiice of t l ~ e  iiitiiiiate COII- 
iiectiou k t w e a i  the rrriiis and ground, for 011 thia the power of iiioderii 
tnctics depeiitk Homiicli. It r o i i l d  Ix! ngairiat all laws of logic niid tlic nctunl 
rcquireinriita of cvcry  tlemriptioii of coiiil)at, to diecitrd Jiglitiiig tactics on 
accoiiiit of i i i i ~ ~ i ~ v e t l  firariiir mi11 a l t e r d  tactics. It is iiot onlv nii uiisw- 
cemful cavalry attack tliat coets a derl of % I d  nowiui:ip, for hifantry ciii 
tell tlic miiie tale ; but :IIM .ally (iiifmtry) t:acticiaii ever mccertetl, for tliat 
rc‘awii, that iiifxiibry attack3 are a “siipecfluity”’ iii conipii iwii nit11 f i i ~  

tiictia 1 
Motlcrii fislitiiig niown .dowii on .all Ales, and niow dowii evcrytliiiig 

without tlistiiictioii ; .this lreguiree cavalry to improve its tactics to the 
iitmost, i.e., its speed a i d  iiinimuvring y - e r s ,  WJ iiiiicli a* possible, YO :w to 
1u able to act by surprise. Its siicccs i . 1 ~  always tlcpcnded oil tliia, iriitl i t  
will be io~sil~lc iii ,the future, a~ iii *lie m t .  

To r e L e  auy actioii iii iwttlc to crvn\ry amounts to robbiiig tlic ligilt of 
its triic Iiatiire. Since tlie t h e  wlieii iiifaiitr h l i  i t s  Rtniitl oii aii qual i ty  
witli cnvalry, tlic Inttcr ~ i a s  iiever broug~it a tout  tlie tlccisioii i i i  a figlit iii 
niiy other way than by a siii.liriae. KO p r i m 1  estaLlidlics tlie tlutli of this 
iiiore stroii4y tliaii th:it of t‘rodcrick ; aid, wkeii iiot rrctiiig iii thia way, 
civalry linsPiiivariaLly oii~y h e n  able to prepare, Iiaateii, niitl iiiake g m ~  tist: 
of the decision. Hut  every battle affords o qmrtuiiitirci iiow, as iii the past, 
for i siirprise ; altlioiigli i t  m y  be more dikicult to t;ikc aclvaiitagc of tliis 
than ujetl to bc the ciue, yet it is a duty tlint no a m  but crv;ilfl mil carry 
out ; thcrciii lie its inipe.ris1inblc nature and imperisliable tnetical actioii, niitl 
this has always Leeii its tactia aiid its glory. Utrtllry oiily requires to be 
iil;ule perfect i i i  form ant1 Bintore for it to be again lield iii cstecui awn tacticd 
arm. 

The SIICCCIS or failiire of a v d r y  RttaCkS ]ins always dcImclctl more 011 !lie 
Irutliity tlinii oil the c&t of tlic m u  )OM. On closcr sttidy this is s e w  to LU 
tlie lcseou taiiglit b . wezy action. 41ie.frieiit1s a i i ~  f c w  :iiike of cwitlry, i t  is 
tnie, attribute tlie i i i i c  to tlir effect of tlie reapoiis, wliile tlie tactici:iii 
iiinkes defective Icadiiig :iriswenblc for it. 

A ciivalrpinn iiiiist iiever for et that lie is tl ic first, and tliercforc !lie iiiost 
exclusive represeiitrtire of iuori  eiie*q;tlint the tiiiccew of liis nrni a~wajs 
tlcj‘clnds oii its iiioral coiistitutioii, provided, of coiiiw, it is eiigagetl iuitler 
titctical coiiditioiis, wliicli are iii otlier rcsprcta riglit. 

The 6recc.lrlunJcr ~ii:ikes a figlit iiiorc blmly nt tlic clceisivc poiiits, liut i t  
tloes iiot alter inaii’s niantl coiistitutioii, uor tloes it h e  coiii-nge to thc 
cowiirti. ~Ieiice cownrtlicc aiid pniiic will iiow be, :is h i &  were toriiicrly, 
the iiieritiblr nttciidaiits oii every fiylit. We kiiox tlint careful traiiiiiig 
mi raiw the iiioi-nl pu-eiu iii iiiclividunls, aiicl that nll nriiis, iiot only 
iiifmtry, t l o i v c  briielit finiii t1i;it. IIowcvcr, it is oiily by cnvnlry that 

H:IH aiiy oiie tried to abolish attacks 011 tlint ,xwunt? 

. 
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7s THE CA\’r\I,HT DlVISIOS 

co\vartlicc aiic~ pniiic cnii be tIiorougIiIy taken advantage of, ;wing to tliat 
raljidity wliicli is peciilinr to it. 

VII. Conitecfioir LcL*rwr Sfrcrtgic atid Tucficctl .lcfioii. 

111 old days infantry was regiilnrly troiiglit iip in terror of cavalry ; I I O I ~  
i t  is nliiiost the otlicr way. for cnmliy is brought up in fcw of illfailtry. 
]hit i t  Iins k c i i  carried too fnr iii 1 d i  Gases. 

Perhnlis soiiic tncticiniis vf tlie pxsent day rnny tlispiite this gentciice. so 
iiiiicli tlic Icttcr, for then sonic effort to\v:irds iiii~irov~-iiiciit iiiiglit rr;iiilt 
frorii it. 

It is a fact, tlint h f o r e  nearly ever war there 1im re ikpd a clrcad nil11 
siispisc coiiccriiiiig the eiieniy’s G i r d  *, and this 11x9 esistrtl nil both sitlep, 
Lo tliat tlie civ:iIr)- li:is reiiiaiiictl teliind.iiistent1 of beiug iii frolit. 

>Ioreover, ereii strong iuiiitls h ive  Iieeii uiinble to sii )press a ccrt:iiii fear 
of tllc eneniy’a c:ivn~ry. I in:iy cite S:ipoleoii’s tcrerisli suspciiec about tile 
iiicctiiig of his troops with the l’ruasinii cavalry before J t w i  ; ant1 Frctlerick 
the Great, tin, was tiill of npl)rcliciision about the Aiistrinii light eivnlry, 
wliicli was SO good a t  recoiinnissince nritl petty warfare. The smic tliiiig 
Iqipciied again iii inorc modern times. In  1839 the Pianco-Italiniis did Iiot 
t1:u.c to place tlieir camlty in front ; they, finm the very first, tlreatlctl :L 
tlefcnt at the Iiniids of the Aiistri:in cavnlry. The Itdiniis ilitl not act any 
tlitfcreiitly in  1660, iiur did the Priissiniis cliiriiig their entry into Ilolieniin iii 
tile sniiic war. Tliesniiic fcnrwa.9 slio\vn by tlie French wlieiio I iosctl to tlie 
(;criiiaiis i n  18ii, for :L vcry great p r t  of thc disaster of tlic hrciicli :iriiis 
iuust certainly bc traced to tlieir fcar of the Gerninn czvdry. Tliese state- 
iiiciits do not iii any way iiiiplly that the seven1 nrni4 tlieiuselres were nfi;iicI 
-for:iiot niic of the regiiiiriits was wanting i i i  coiir;i.yc ; it  was fnr  niore the 
Ijcnc1qunrtci.s tlint wcrc always ililensy, aiitl tlte cliiployuciit of tlic ariiii 
\\-as dictntctl by the f:iiiit-lic;itetl spirit of roiitiiic. 
This can be nccouiitcd for, siiicc thc stmtcgic eniplopeiit and tactical 

I c m I i w  of civalry are extremely dilliciilt, and air efticieiit h l y ,  coiiiriianded by 
:i gJ ninn, inny 10% its very csirteiice tlirougli a nioiiieiit of iii:ittentirm. 
‘lllc atr;itce*ic ns well ns tmtical tliities of mvnlry re uire a cnnat:iiit 
straining ortlie nerves, a coiitiiiiinl Iieiiig on tlic iilert ; coilgitioiis wliirll mil 
~ ~ ~ t i ~ r , i I l y  nuly be sntistietl by esceptioiinl iucii. The feeling of aplirelicii&~i 
befort,, and :ilso diiriiig, a war is iuorc or lcs3 perin:iiieiit xq reprtls c;wdry, and 
it  is cnsy to iiiic1eixt:iiitl liow tlic strongest iiiiiitl3 liavc 1:ibouretl uiitler it 
(eg., Kalmoleoii I). for tlicy know tlic strong niitl weuk points of this sciisiti\-e 
nriii and follow- i t  step by step iii tlieir niiiidi, witliaiit Leiiice ablc licrsnid1y 
to (lircct ils elliplopent nnc~ teat~iiig a t  c v e q  tinie niicf iii erery place. 
Bt,t11 iiiust be eutriistetl-far away froni them-to iiitlivitliinla ~vlio gciieqlly 
lnck :1ssiir:iiicc a t  the coiiiiiiCiiccn1ciit of n wir. *I’:ilciit for both striitegy 
:tilt1 tnctics is oiily to bt, fotiiirl ill a ninii wlio is n born Couiiuaiitler, rind, 
scciiig t h t  any iiitlq~iideiit cnvnlry coiiiiuaiitler ma be put to the test 

sIicTkiiig, to I)c a Conininntier. It is iiot neccswy to be a pessiinist tonrrirt, 
:it tllc coldusion tlint, out of ten or fourteeii iiitlqwiiilciit cavalry COW 
~lla&!rs, wlio. in the cvciit of war betwen Ilusin nnd Gcriuany or I)etwCcli 
Fnnce nut1 Geriiiaiiy, woiilil be eiiililoyed oii citlicr side, the majority w o ~ l d  
l int  be equal to wlint wx9 exjicctetl from tliem. l?eiicc i t  follow that the 
greatest inipo’tniice shoiiltl lie nttnclicd to tlieir tr:iiiliiig, niiil tlint the efforts 
of all, froin tlie troopers upwards, riiiist be coiitiuually clirccted tow:irds 
nionl qiialities. Tlic cnrair~nin~i must I* calloiis to  all fecliiig of apprchcii- 
sioli, niici wtintevcr Ire does mist  bc clone with resolution, niiti tlioioiigh 
ellcrgy ; Iiis coiifitlriice in  liis horn und sirord iiiust never be slinken, for lie 

1 1  

:illy (lay iu soiiie strategic or t:ictic;il duty, evcry oiie o r tlieni oiiglit, properly 
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AS X IJODP IS TllE FIGIIT. i!)  

woiiltl otherwise iiijiire hir miiw a t  once. Even when oivnlry has foliglit 
iiiitler nnfnrniir.ible coiitIitioiis (Chsto7..i) its energy niicl virrour Iiave rcnricd 
grrat SUCCCSSCR. ITowcver niiiltifnrioiis the duties of cm-dry in its tnctirnl 
action niay bc, the first duty of ail eiivdry is, anti ewr will be, to overpou-cr 
the enemy’s civnlry, niid it niiist do thia in the first phce diiriiic its 
strategic action.’ Ji i  no arm, in f:ict, if prolmly mip1oycd. is tlie miiiicctioii 
of st rntqy arid tactics so coiitiririoiis, so frequent, arid so direct, :is i i i  
cavalry. 

I n  a former pmiplilct we lait1 strcsfi on the neci.x.ity of cqiiiliping all 
c?v;dry with n rifle, h i t  riot in  n i i ~  way with tile objrct of tiiriiiii: cnmlrv 
i i i h  R morintccl infniitry. Every trmpcr ought to h alde to s h t  nnd 
1i:iiidlC n rifle, niitl tlie instriictiriii that he gctq slioiild lic tlioroiicli, for (‘ lialf 
iucnrjiircs are no niensiircs” Xic mist be rr l l  up in clismorintctl action, ant1 
be able to nrlvnncc niiil retire pro1icrlv in skirriii4iiiic order ; lie niiist nl.:o 
lie tlioroiiglily proficient iii tlie tisc of his rifle from lwliiiid covcr ; in fact. 
cxmlry ninst Iiave confidence in tlic effect of firearnis, anti d i e n  once i t  
attacks or tlcfeiitls itself on fnnt i t  must do so with nll its iniglit, with the 
ciiercy reyuirrd for g q i x i y  tflls ohject. R a  arc of niiinioii that the Riisinii 
rcgiilntioiis, which tlircct their ciivnlry to practiec tlic attnck oii foot, sworll 
in Iinntl, aiicl many other ‘things. go too fnr. ITon-ercr. it  i s  1iccexsni-y to 
know noiiictliiirg of tlic sort in ortlcr to lie Iirclinred for it. It is iiot tiiiie 
t1i:it is wanting far rrnliziiig d i n t  wc ask ; it  woiiltl lie bcttpr for cavalry to 
Icnrii miiskctry niitl Airniisliiii~ drill tlinn to clerote precious time cvcry 
year to  iiscle-s tliriuoiiiited cxerci.ws on the barrnck-sqnare. I h v e .  on iiiorc 
occwions tlinri oric. sccii drill evolutions Iinctisccl on foot with a thorough- 
iiew nnd n zrnl ns if i t  were n case of tniininz infniitry. A wiinclron hns iio 
liiisiness to  waste :L whole nftenioon iii p h g  tliroiigli cliniigcs of front on foot: 
that \voiiltl 1)e iiicre killing tinip. If, tlicri, tlicrp oiiglit to I)c 110 lnck of time 
for lcarriiiip tile iicrisary portions of clisniotintcd nction, tlicrc ouglit still 
l c s  to lh? ariy warit of titlie for trnininr Officers nnd nicti in larger fornin- 
tioiis. This is, niitl evcr will Lc. tlic iiinin tliing iii cavalry tncticc, niitl. with 
oiir penenlly siiRicicnt incliritliinl tmiiiiiig of Iiorse aritl rider, we ciii 
probably tlo niorc iii these tactics than any ollicr nriiiy. Lct 11s consider for 
a ninnicnt what tlic strategic einploynient a-ill bc- 

All nrriiics linve clcvotetl great attention to civalry. and, in cnec of war. 
pnrt of this nrin will act in indepcntlcnt divisions in ntlc?iice of tlic front of 
tlic nmi>-. Tlic ncl\-antnps nntl disitlvnntnge3 of the different nictliotls of 
groii1nng tile forcrz in ndrnnce of this front line niny be dispiitctl. but  tlie 
rnnie cxteiision will, RS n nilc, lw! given to this screen on both sides ; nntl 
mi*equciitly it will Iirenk tliroiizli iri one plncc niirl bc brokeii iii motlicr. 
‘If i t  were ineivlv a qiicstion of pitting the grcntcst possible iiiiniber of 
czvnlry in tlir ficltl. tlirn victory would rest with liini wlio linrl tlic grcatcrt 
iiiiinkr of t roop  in his coiiiinniicl. However, i t  docs uot clcprid on tlint 
nloiie, nltlioiigli it will iiot do to let tlic nuiiicricd proportion Iic tliotiiictly 

, rinfnrouralde ; but the tactical ejicie)ic?/ of the i d o l e  curalry will cletermiiic 
tlie success. If tlie strategic ciiiploymeiit is to rest an the siircst 1msiililc 
hisis, then the tncticni cfliciene>- of the cwnlry milst be bqond qiiestion. 
It is true that tlie indcpciiclent cavalry is not nlu-nys sctit oiit directly niitl 
cmtiiiually with :L view to fightink for i t  c;in nlso liririg Lack iniportmt 
iiiforniatioir without any sncli Occurrence : but this will bc the exception, 
niit l  will oiily happen uiitler conditions, fiucli as, wlierc tliere i s  uo ntl\-erwry 
( h r c l i  on S&hn ir i  1670) or ngniiist oppoiieiits who do not iinrlcrstniicl tlie 
iiw of their forccs, as wns tlic QLW with the enemies of Snlmleon I. Ifnd 
Snplco i i  I been opposed by c:ivnlr)- ns well Iiniitllcd ns his own, lie \voiiltl 
linre had to iiinke effortg, \-cry dilferent to  those that lie did niakc, in order to 
p1:iii every L:ittle with that certnirtr whicli I i i q  up to tlie.lireseiit, oiily Lraii 
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80 TIIE CAY-\LItS 1)lYISIOS 

aziiii eqiiallctl nt SCtleii. ile who  ha^ profitetl liy 
liia iiistructims on tlic strategic cniploiymciit ol"2n1ry ; for tliey arc now 
coiiimoii property ; they are studied ly all, arid all armies will eritleavour to 
tipply tlierii properly. Heiice the resiilt riiust Le B protr.icted struggle 
lletweeii tlie cavalry of the two sides, before niitl duriiig the operatioils: 
l~acli  side will waiit to coiiceal its nwii cti>;.csitioiia mid to discover tlioec ( i f  

the eiieniy, arid each side will therefore Le forcccl into ari nctioii, witlioiit 
lvliicli this two-fold dnty ci~iiiio? be a?rned out. This the first iinportaiice 
iiiust*be attaclied to rnoiiiited conibt .  

Cavalry mist be able to surmount obstacles, and bc able to esccutc! 
lirecisc niirl rajiitl riinvenieiits ant1 to  charge 4 t h  clash aiicl dariiig. I t  iniiat 
krioiv how to iriaiicciivre siiiootlily, l)c c i p l l e  of bciiig swuiig rouiid Iialf. 
right or Iialf-left with caw, mid of tlieri wheeling into ' h e  and falling oil 
the eiieiiiyk flniik, while it must be able to nlly quickly after its clinrp, for. 
the clirortlcr attciidiiig this is oiic of tlic weak poiirta of its niaiiiicrof figlitiiig, 
\\'liciiever cavalry has bateti the criemy.'s m v d n  it  J i m  always keri tlic 
wr::lt of soiiic tactical siqrrinrity, of greatrr njiidity or of ratter precision 
iii  niantciivring ; it  was oii this accoiint tha t  Fretleriik &votrtl 80 niuc!i 
ntteiitioii to tlie nniiiinl maiitrirvrcs of his civalry, a i d  it  was kcnusc lie i i c i t  
oiily criticized, but also gave iiistrnctioii niid advice. that tlie Priissinn cavalr~ 
of tlioec ilnys in particzcltzr eariietl a tncticil ropiitntioii, of wliicli Nnpoleoii 1 
still stoocl iii awe. even after tlic victoriee of this mmlry l i d  Lreii Iiistoriail 
facts for fully fifty yeais W e  iiiiist now strive togiiii. iiot only as inucli as 
tlint, but still iiiorc, not merciy becauee tlie cavalry of all iiriiiics is better 
than it wa.3 iii tlic eigliteentli ccittirry, hit  also lrwaiisc, dieri it  is acting iri 
roinbiiiatioii with tlie otlier arrns, its superior dexterity niitl sped. in which 
lies its p\ver  of efrcctiilg surprises, 11x3 l~~coiiic far 'inore tlificult to t:ike 
ailvaiitagc of, aiitl tlic larger the 'iiiases tobiiiovet1,tliegratter tlic cliiliciilty. 

Civalry ciii oiily corer the opnt io i i s  of it3 own nriiiy wlieii i t  i s  master 
of tlic eiieiiij's civalry, aiid it3 o w n  ariiiy will oiilg be able to niovc with 
frccdoiii :tiid seciirity wbeii i t  Iiaa o. clear road iii froiit of it. This niakc9 it 
iiiiperativc tlint oiic or otlier of tlie aivalry divisions slioultl work 
tlirniigh the eiieinyb cimlry ficrceii aiid break the froiit h ies  so .m to f : d  oii 
tlie ui;tiri body of the opposiiig cxairy, defeat nnd seatf,=r it, mi1 then to 
11iis11 fiirtlier forwan1 so as to Fct riglit wp to the hostile nimy niid, if 
1iusible, syircntl terror iuid pniiic iii its riiitlst, Of coiirsc this is no easy 
cliity, arid oiie tIiat a civalry (ieiieral will 'but ixreIg acconipIiaIi ; but it 
iiiiist b tho object of tlit tmiiiiii iii pence-tiiiie to  eiisiire sucli missioiis 
Leiiig clrrietl out, niitl tlic spirit of k u l i  x t i i c ~  eiitcrliriw Leiiig puslied so f;tr. 
If we bear this iii niiritl we shall have bT;LSpCd the one riic:iiis which pcrinitx 
of actions of tliia kind, provided t h y  (lo iiot, a t  the oiitset, contaiii tlieC;crnia 
of a defeat, from which iiotliiiig is piiietl ! TLisnieaiis is to be fouiid i i i  tlie 
tactical rficieiicy of tlie mass, iii the clc;ir-si,nIitetlnr, aiid in the kiiot~ledge 
of his object on tlic par t  of tlic coniiiiaiitlcr, :tiid in tlic " go," pluck, aiid devo- 
tion to tlic great caase, iii all nriks. Aiid, i i i  triitli, if lve liavc reniarketl tlic 
clieey spirit of sicrificc of our cavalry, its love of eiiterlirisc mid aclveiitiire, 
in spite of tlie iiiiprfcct ~ieacc prepantion of former days, tlieii are r e  
jiistifietl in coiifitleiitly eiitei tiiiiiiiig the liope t1i:it it will iiiwter siicli duties 
wlieri i t  has iiiurc cnrefiil peace-tixiiiiiig aiitl tlioroiigli tactical iiistnictioii. 
It will iiot (10 this witloiit limes, for siicli cx~vnlry mii retiirii by tlic way 
tliat it  lias advaricctl, oiily if its oppoiieiits w e  iiot wide nwnke ; yet niiy 
n~il~relieiisioii a b u t  losses iuiist certaiiily be disriiisrtl fiorii tlic iiietliotl. 
The iiietliod itself iiiiist be h ! d ,  xuid then tliosc ivlo carry it  out are riiiic to 
bc like it. 

W c  are iiot the ouly 
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AS A BODY IS THE VIGIIT. 8L 

~ 1 1 1 .  Is flcrrc airy J’oriilal Iz,jhfiiig Furniafion for tAc Curalry Dirijion? 
Every form is a Iucaiis, not an C I ~ ,  i.e., the mcaiis to comuiniiding and 

Ill:ll~~giug the “orgaiii31ii~.” nut succescs are not won by any foriii aloiie, 
for tile forni is liere of sccoiidary importaiicc><is the uiiiicl that plays 
tila priricipal nrt. 

Xotwitlistaii(1ing t ~ i e  loonciiing 
c.laractcr of the iiiwlcI~i coriibat, ireitlier tlic txt ics  of infaiitry nor of 
;III,- other arm 1iaw Lecii aLlc to tlirow off certaiii dcfiriite foriiis ; for, 
if i ~ e y  liad doiic so, the logical ctmeqiieiicc woultl be, tliat tlicy woiiltl 
sllrrelidcr their lioltl ovcr the troops. Ccrtaiiily tho condition of existing 
tactics, iiiclucliug tlie cut-aiitl-tlricd portion, is relatively liiglier t!iaii 
it ever m-w bcfore:. I n  licacc tiiuc a c  practically iiac our troops as balls to 
j)l,ly with ; \vc iuis theni up  in coiifiisioii, regartllms cven of their iiuits, a i d  
tlleli we still require frorii this outer sliapclec.ssnehs a definite form, iiaiiiely, 
~liejghtingjorni, by nieaiis of which we wisli to gaiii our object iii h t t l c .  

I[owever tlie form must girc to the tactician nil iuiportarit fnrtlicr nicaiis, 
I l a ~ c l y ,  that of seeiiig a i d  taking iii evcrytliiug, of eiiabliiig liini always to 
cjtimate i iumb~rs  SO .as to be able to properly couiitcract ally deploymeiit of 
strrligth, Lc. To eiisurc this wc now form “ ziigs,” squadrons, rcgiiticnts, kc., 
; i l l~l  SO as to eniploy tlic dilferciit fmctioiiq tnctically, it., iii keeping w i d  tlie 
eycrcIiangiiig situation, u c  draw tlieni up aloiigsitle or beliiiid oiie aiiotlier. 

Tile wliolc forriinl tlieoiy of tactics Iins improperly reccived tlic uamc of 
tactics ; but i t  should bc W X ~ U U ~ C J .  I i i  tlic co-o xratioii of the nrnis rcnl 
tactics only commence wlicii a (lefiiiitc idca is 1;iicl $owl1 ns t ~ i e  fouiit~atioii of 
tlle exerciee, aiid wlieii SOIUC distinct figk!iiig object li,w to k gained by 
llleaiij of tlic form used. 

111 order to be able to‘ fight for R clcfiiiite tactic11 object, the corps dcstilietl 
f,,r it  must first fulfil ecrtaiii coiiditioiis: it  wis t  bc supple aiitl mnst IIC 
cy,alAe of executing rapid ant1  sure niorcincuts, in short, i t  iiiust be tLoroiighly 
;lLle to do what r e  call “ cscrciucs.” 

r\ccurate drill is tlie casciitial eoudition of cvery mnnocuvre, aud without. 
skilful niid rapid uianwuvres tlicrc can be no cavalry siiccesR Drills ant1 
~~~inreu\-rcs go together ; by nieam of them both tlic troops must not only 
lenrii to flee their way in cvcry sitintion, ant1 to cJncliidc froni cwry  situation 
what will Lc tlic proper fighting tactics for lliat moment, but the comuiaiidcr 
illtist a189 lcrrii from them to cornriiand his iiistrumeiit ill encli a nianucr 
that, in action thera may arise uo situation for liiui in rliick he iiiiglit not 
1 , ~  able to make full use of the strong poiiitv of the .tnctim of hi3 arm 

Kvcrykind of tactics inust struggle 111 this way, and, in order to attain this 
~ i i d ,  tlic arm concerned mis t  coiishutly practise its priiicipnl figliting foriii 
xiitl be complcte mnster of all means (riiorcnieiits), u-hick must lmcecle tLc 
tactical tleplojmeiit of strcnntli. It is kciuse tlic German infailtry lias 
eoiit.iiiuallg kept this in vicw &at i t  lias rcaclied its high s h t e  of iiiaiiccuvring 
power aiid the readiness of bcing able to improvi,w thc prcciwjgltting tactita 
q u i r e d  j o r  cad case. Civalry uiust act in cxactly tlic same ~-a,y, aud then 
the geiieral opiuioii will be, that  tlicre is no liormnl fi.glitiiig forinntioil for 
uvdry  diriaions, just as tlierc is no such thing for tlie iiifiintry brigrdc. Of 
miire that cannot bc called “ warit of systcrri :uid arlitmrifiess ; ” it is ratlicr 
nnching such a p i n t  by means of tiystcm, order, and practice, tliat, for cvery 
uee of actual fightirig, the tactical f o r m  shoultl comc ~inturally, as it  wcrc, 
while t.hc security of the orgauisui must not be injured by aiiy oiie of these 
form. Katurally it is here 611 jposcd that there will be no naut  of space for 
the deploymerit aiid actiou of tke cavalry ; but eYen this does not imply t ~ i a t  
thie s acc muet invariably bc cqunl in exteut ; it  is rathcr the o r p i i s m  tliat 
mll*tCc capable of atlaptuig itself to it,m rn to act tactically wit11 succes. 

There can t e  iio questioii a tout  tliia 

YOL. XXI1.i. 0 
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82 THE C.iY.iLltS DI\ ' I~IOS 

The tactical forms of c?raIry must, of courw, vary according to the a r i i ~ ~  
apir is t  which it has to figlit. It cnii artan& it3 forces in aiiy ~iiiiiibcr of 
tliffcrciit x;y.a for figlitiiig against c:ivalry ; onitlie other hand, it will clioow 
cstcndctl liiics with adv;iiitagc agniilst aitillcry aud ccliclons :against infailtry, 
at l z u t  wlicii it  lias to figlit against largc masses of citlier of tlic two last 
arms. Uowcrcr, tlint is only one say of lookins a t  it, not a law that will 
hold good iiriclrr cvrry coiidition. But since tlic action of cavalry during hot11 
its strategic crriplo~riittit and tlic battle, is naturally, first of :ill, clircctcd at 
ciizagiiig tlic erieniy's cavalry, its figlitiiig tactin anainst its own arm innit 
always bc of first iiiiportaiicc. 111 tiiia w-iiy we s1ia11 Cc following thc roat~ to 
succcs3 if tlie cnvalry division i3 trniiicd abovc all .u ail cvoliitionnry body, so 
as to regul:rtc its niovcmcnts, to ncciistoni i t  to the grc:ikst possible rapidity, 
niid to traiii tlic comiiiaiiclers of the vnriou3 lilies. All this can 0111)' bc 
securccl by rn:ikiirg n start wlicii the tlivisions arc first formcd, ix., from tlic 
iiiomciit tlint a tinit c.riitablc for war cxists. During this tinie the cm-alry 
clivisioii iiiust lemi to I)c pcrfcctly steady, and to cllargc ill each of tlit: 
following forniatioiis :- 

.Only after it ~ ~ a s  lcarllt to kccp clircction and iutcrvals, to WI~CCI jilt,, 
line or tlcplov Ithe latter is niorc tliflicult) with p;.ccision, and to come iiito 1110 
new liiic 1nxq)eIly closcd iip, in orclcr to clclirzr tlic actrial cLarge a t  once, a11t1 
to rally quickly after it, tlirri, and not till thcn, will this l a q e  unit bc ready 
for the last stagc. . l'liis s t q c  consists in  clianging tIic drills into niaiiaurrcs, 
niid tlic nieiiii3 for cloiiig tills is sripplicd by an oppne~it, in the selcctioll of 
wliich there will iiiitloubtcdly be some clifticultly at tlic outsct, from tlic fact 
that thc,rc ii!iist be :L bcgiiiiiiiifr to everything ; nnd a t  first thcre will bc n 
g c a t  clcnrtli of coiiiui:riidcm, d i o  uiidcrstaiicl how to iaausuocutre against ?uc 
motlier. Tliis coiiditiori can only iniyrow with timc, with thc iiicrcasiiig 
iiumbcr of qiialificcl iiicn, with iiiorc cnrcful trniniiig of cominnridcr3, aiitl 
with suficieiit practice. But siicli practices rcquirc much time, aiid niiist IC 
b~5cd 011 clctiiiite, tliougli tjiiiiplt, plaiis. Opcratioiis against an adrcrwry arc 
tlic only porticm of cavalry tactics whicli iu any m y  approach the rcalitics 
of m r ;  aiitl tiicy wiII stiow if tlicrc csists tactical iutclIiwnce, in atldition to 
tlio routiiie reqiiirrtl for.comm;iutling tlie iiriits tcclinicdy, mid if tIlc miiitl 
is able to I I I : I ~ C  the most of tlic form. X tcst can thcn be iunde, not oiily of 
accui-;lte wliccliiig niiil cleplo~iiig, of commciicing ant1 carrying througli a11 
att,xk, niiil of idlying after it,  but also as to wliethcr evcrytliirig linppciis at 
tlie riylct tinio mid placc, wlictlirr crcry advantagc is takcii of the groutid (as 

.w.w doiic by Jircdow), whctlier tlic liiics pcrforln thc tactical d u t i a  .Issigictl 
t o  tliciii, a+ to who brings up tlie last rescrvcs and who is to be dcclnrctl tlic 
wiiiiicr. To bc kiirc, the " finnlc" is miiliiim here ; the actual sliock is prc- 
vciitecl, nut1 itzr real cficct is iiot'sccii, but a11 tlic sama a very fair cstiiiiatc 
can Lc foriiied of wlint it  would &&ally linvc k c u  likc-espccially by those 
who have fullowd oiit the nia~i[ciivrcs as they dcveloped and proceeded fronb 
stnrt to fiiiisli-if one side l ins succccded in rcacliiiag thc flail; instcad of tlic 
front of tlic ciiciiiy, or i f  (nritl this sliould lic the highest tactical aiiibition of 
civalry) one of (lie oppoiiciits lias been SO fortanatc as to sur~rriac: the otlicr 
beforc Iic is cleplo~c? for action. 

I t  is only wl ic i i  they arc carried out ngiiist nii oppncnt  that there is any 
rigour, niemiiiig, aiitl objcct in the tactical opentioiis of civalry divisioiis, niiJ 
that tlic tirlcut and efficrc~icy of tlic coniiiiniidcr aiid,tlic rcnl cap:tbilitics tnf 
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AS A BODS IS TrlE FIGIIT. 88 
tile ; j rpi ism can Iic swii iii their truc light. T I ~ C I ~  onIy will iiicn ccrie toc~iug  
to ally iioriiinl figlitiiig forinatioii, but will Icarii to iniprorisc thc Iicst foi i ~ a -  
tioll for r:icli cnsc, ns lias Iiccrl leanit by iilfnntrj-thougli uot without roiigh 
cslicriciice. If llic Cicrii~a~i caviilry is worked in tliis way, so t1i:it tlie 7cLole of 
it goes tliroiigli :I courze as divisimnl cavalry niid in the cavalry tlivisioii 

in every two pars ,  tile nrni sill then makc iiiqmrtxit tactic11 prtgrcsj; 
we shall Lc tr;iiiiiiig, aiitl a1i:ill Iioicdiscorcr, 1cadcr.s ; and R cnvnlry, in which 
Ii&Iity aiid ail niiibitioii to effect snrprises liavc been rishetl on to ttic 
hifiliest tkgre'lpc, wi11 :do0 I~3eScs the esaeiitinl qiinliticitioii k r  actins siicccss- 
fll]ly 011 tlic lxtttlchcltl a y i n s t  infaritry ant1 artillcry. Vor, to tccrpitiilatc, 
m\-alry Iiiis : i l \ v q s  gaiiictl its R I I C ' C C S ~ C ~  by rapiility and siirprisc, niid, as tlic:'e 
.zttribiltC3 nrc ~wciiliar to it, tlic tactical vnloc of cavalry is still the E ~ I I I C  ns 

niid cniuiot diwppeir, any iiiorc than m y  otlicr force mi cIis:tpptar 011 
th cartli ; it  cxn oiily \my. T11:it tliij cliailgr! mny not Lcconic n deterioia- 
tion ia the busiiics~ of tlic cnmlry, as is its striviiig nttcr txtical vilicioity 
mtl tlic i insi i i iui i i  mol~ility a i d  rapidity ; to liorioiir niid Lririg lionour tn 
tactics is thervforc notliiny illore than n qucstion of will. 

. . .  

'IS. Sletcii of sonic of the inost I:cccrit Cardry E r i p p i n a i ! s .  

,Altlioiigh tlic niaiitcurriiig lion-er of 111. mvalr . of our days is iiifcrior l o  
tllat of t'rctlerick tlic Great, nltliorigli recent iniiitary .Iiistory  ins not pro- 
,~~icccl on citlicr tlic hsti.inii,  Ucriiian, Frcucli, or Russian fiitlc a c:rvalry 
k d e r  equal to Scytllitz, and in spitc of inq1rovct1 fircarins niid a!tcrctl 
tgtics, j e t  tliis Iiistoiy coiitniii.s uiiauswcrablc 11roofs of the inipei ieli:rLlt! 
betical v:iluc of cavnlry. I will not tlcscribc tlicse, because t1i:it lins becii 
fnitlifi~lly niicl fiilly doiic rloewlicrr, biit will 0 1 1 1 ~ -  skctcli tlicln SO far :is they 
arc of iniportaiicc to this work, yct thcy oiight to bc tliorouglily studied by 
mmlry ORicers. 

If hittlta x r r c  fouglit out in n oiiiforiii niid norind manner t h y  would 
tlieii a lwya  be npciictl :iritl cniiclutlctl by cav:ilr~-. hiiy op~iortuiiit that may 
cropiip iii the rneniitinic for the cavalry, is too niiicli tlic action o J ~  iiioment 
for niiytliing tlefiiiitc to bc said about it. baa 
jast as often, or just ns s r ~ o m  (\vliiclicvcr way wo take it), not opcncc! aiict 
concliidctl tlic action, as i t  Iias doiic SO, niid tlie fault tias nearly alivnjs been 
duc to the dcfrctirc usc riiatlc of it (I'x., tlic way in wliicli it \\';is cn~ployed 
uit l  cnriini:tndd). 
KO inoilem ixittlc c in  be cOiiipnrcd witli i'n.it0z.n for tlic tactical nctioii of 

the cw:ilry in tlic 1ircliinin:iry stiyc. Tlicrc wc scc tlic Austrim civnlry, 
tlivided iuto u11equ:d portions on both llaiiks of thc clcplojiiiy arrny, ou 
tlic riglit iii n close country with tlirce " z ~ g a "  of L1Iilaiis, on tlic lcft iii 
thc p l n i i i  with 15 squadroils (2 brignth of uiieqiial strciigtli),. fall oii 
t.hc eiicriiy as Iic wns in tlic nct of passing from the ortlcr of march to 
onlcr of kittlc mid Iind p r t l y  fornied 11 All mv.alry ~1101ild try lianl to 
Yucceccl in tliis way ; for this is tlrc most &iigerous tiiiic for infantry ; to (10 
this, Ito\vcrcr, it is iicccrsary to be iu tlic r id i t  place ~ ~ i t l  to Iiavc'nn nblc 
coniliinntlcr.  our yenis Inter, w~icn a siniiKr c~iaiico of siicccs was open 
to tlic French bct\veeii Veriicrille mid St. Privnt, tlic sclnrntc Gcrruair 
columns, iiinrcliitig :IIIJIig tlic Frciicli front, were quitc nuiiinleated bcc~tiso tlic 
Frcrlcll l i d  not bcell 011 tile look out. 

Tlic &istri;iii cavalry \vxq ccrt:iinlr not opposcd to Lreeclilontlcrs a t  
C'listoz7-I, I i i i t  i t  woiiltl Lc wroiiz to reckon tlic ~t:iIian itifantry at R low 
tactical viiliintioii Inuuse it w i s  clcfeatctl. 111 both c.isc3 tlic nttxking fdJs 
W C ~ C  anytliiiig but fnvour;iblc ; tlic Ttaliaii iiifniitry was formcd in  scvcral 
lilies, tlic sccoiitl ccrtniiily still in column of route, against tlircc-quartcia c.f 
a squntlroii of UI11:iiis.. llowcrcr, nil tlic Aiistiiaii leaders, b t l i  on tlic right 

. 

AS a fact, howcvcr, orvalr 

' o f !  
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84 TIIE C.\YIT,RT nIVISI0.V 

mid left, sliowcd the siiiic nerve, tlic snnie paiseworthy an3 admiciblc dnsli, in 
fact, the true cavalry spirit. On tlie riqlit flank the-qunrtcrsof  asquadroil 
of IJlilaus rode tlirougli the figlitinn h e ,  aiid fell so iiiipetriousl on tlic 
coluniii of routc, wlricli N-ns in rear or it, tliat tliis 1)rigade u-askors A combut 
for the rest of tlie clay. On thc left tlic nctioii \\‘as certaiiily faulty in it.s 
disposition, ii; so far that the attack of Palz’a brigade wiu divided into two 
groiip, of which the second could only follow tlic liist at an interval of 
800 uietres. However, the cliargcs that uow followcd were dclirerctl with 
such energy, tlint tlic Xtalinii corps of 30,000 IUCII, which w&s attacked in 
tliis way, was kc t throughout the whole dny at Villnfranci, at a distance 
from tlie bttleficld ; and tliis cavalry displayed tliis impetuosity in spite of 
Iiiviiig been niucli liw-nssed by outpost duty. The tlirce r ‘ z ~ g s ’ ’  of’Ulilans 
only nunibcrd 17 sibrcs on rillying ; their loss \\’as afterwards piit down 
at 2 ollicciu, 8.1 iiicii, and i D  horses. Colonel Pulz’a aquadroiia suffered a 
loss of 19 ofticcrs, 3% inen, and ‘187 horses. Ciralry can thus tell 11s of its 
l o ses  against 111uulc-loader3 also. 

No doubt tacticians (tlieoriste) will sny : if tliis Austrian cavalry had been 
cnga;?,nal :it the end of the bnttle-as the Austrian Coriiiiiniitler-iii-Cliicf llatl 
certainly intended-it would perliii JS liavo done as iuuch with less losa. 
I doiibt it ; i t  s~ioultl ratlier be snih : liad tile Itiliaus been a ~ e  to sent1 
into tlie b t t l e  tile %j,cH)o or 4 0 , ~  iiicn, who were kept far away from tlic 
scene of tlic figlit by the btistrian carnlry, then tlic Austrians wonltl 
probably not liavc gained a victory. Tlic tactician mis t  scize liis nionient 
;tiid profit by what lies iu front of Iiiiii, applying the wliole energy of his a m  
in doing so. This id tlic oiily ccrfaiii p x t  of his work ; all tlint may linppcli 
afterwards is quite mscrtain. Cavalry wliieli 113s fought, as tliat lust 
ineritioiicd clicl, will not Lc able to do mucli inore after the battle ; that is 
quitc true. J \ I ~  the Qciienl wlio eiigagcs i t  duriilg the action, may finc! 
liimsclf without i t  for the pursuit; Lilt the results of its early use may 
poaaibly far esceetl those obtiinctl iii the piirsuit. Sncli \v.u the case, iii m y  
opinion, in this lxttle, and we sliould not ~ ~ r l i a p ~  be altogether wrong were 
wo to iattributc tltc p u t  tacticid shorfcwttirtg o j  the ariri on utiost  erery 
m d c r n  latt[c/irld to t? itlcn of “ not using caralry until aftcr the battle.” 
t‘h‘eepiiigit 111 reserve lins iu tlint way beconicalmost a niaiiia. God forbid 
tliat i re  shoultl advocite tlie bliiidncss of irrntioualisrri ; bat blindiiess l m  
generally prevailed arnoiigst mvalry lenders, who would not ECC alint was 
offered to tliem, nntl waited iiistead for sometliirig Letter, wliicli was never 
to turn 1111. m e  all tlirougli history ; lierice tlic 
geiieial nelrlect of civalry tactics. t i i n k i n g  (i.c. waiting) is eqiiivnlciit to 
cloing notllzng, if i t  docs not ltxicl to irnnicdiiitc action. 

111 tlie otlier tlieiitrc of war iu 16GG the Austrian cavalry XIS a t  tlie licntl 
of the amiy from the outset. Tliia, however, is the very ciiupnign aliieh 
.sliould skow coiiclusively that it is not enough to settle on correct liriiiciplesl 
but tlint they must also Uc cirrictl out. \\‘lint good (lid the A1istri:iiis derive 
.from sending tlic 1st and fud Light Cavalry Dirisions up to tlie eneniy’s 
frontier 1 

Tlic nrniy Iiendqiiarters were certainly riglit in their iriteutions liere, yet 
not oiic of the Con~ri~n~ideis of this intlcpcndent ciivnlry fulfillecl tlic duty 
cutrusted to Iiiru. 

Tlic I’russians succcrdetl in breaking tllrougli tlic semi-circles formed by 
the inountains wliicli shut in the hlieuiian theatre of war, a i d  in crossing 
the Ism, X u p ,  Trotinka, and Elbc without cvcr being discovered by tlie 
Austrian cavalry so early .m they should Lave been. Apart from these , 
fiiiilts, wliicli conic under the liead of the striitegic cmploynient of cavalry, 
i ~ t !  fiiiiiiot help being ~ i i r  rised at the inaction of tlic r\iistrian cix-dry on 
the 3rd .Jidy, 18GG, until t Ec battle liad been clcrided ; and, wlieii weeonipare , 

This 1 1 ~ s  bccn their 
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AS BOUT IS TllE FIGIIT. 55 

tllis c u e  with tlic skctcli just gircn of tlic succcssfiil action of tlie Austria11 
alv;&y a t  Ciistoua, w c  see how imporhiit the qiiality of its lcntler is with 
c,,\.:blIy, and I iow itiucli tlepeiicls on tile czvalry k i i t g  clistributctl by tltc 
~~~~iin:niclcr-i~i-Cliief, not accordiug to soiiic fixed i d e ,  bclliiid the Eanks nnd 
cetltra of tlic linc, but :it tlic places wliicli are tactically rislit. 

F:ttilts nlrmly coniniittecl i n  the nssigiinietit of the position of tlic cimlry 
1113)* l m i  to sucli clisistrous corisequciiccs tiint tiicy cmliot ~c rcctiticcl in tlic 
course of tlic h t t lc .  This is sho\vn by tlie positiou assiwtd to tlic Austrian 
,.:,wiry at Kozliigyaetz. T I ~ C  disposition of tlie six (t?ie Saxon (livisioli is 
iucliitlcd Iicre) available ca\-alry clivisioiis a t  tlie c o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i c ~ i c c u i e ~ ~ t  of tlic battlc 
In&, i t  is triic, tk, consitlered oii the wliole judicious. It iv.w as follows :- 
T I ~ ~  1st Ligltt mid Saroii Divisions 011 the left flank, froiit tO~tit13 tlic 
Bistritz, tlic 2iid Li$t oii tlic riglit, froiit towards tlie Trotiiikn, the 2nd 
Reserve Cav:dry Ihvision in rear of tliu cciitrc of the lirie in tlic vallcy soiitli 
of 13rizaJ rc:itly for nriy eiiiergeiicy, tlic 31x1 1tcscrc.c C:ivniry Division bcltincl 
the S t l i  Corps, tlic 1st bcliiiid tlic IIIrd Corps Tlic two last were t1:c oiily 
tlivisions wliicli did uot bcloii" to the Iiositioiis a s . i ~ n c d  to them. IIeie tlizy 
rL,mniiie(1 wrtlge(1 in on a11 sif'bs, too iiitetit on tlie &tit of t ~ i c  frolit ~iitc, aiitl 
tliis fault, tnkiiig into coiisiderntioii tlint Aere wna no cavalry with tlic: 
s v c i a l  army COY isJ cniiriot bc escuscd. 'l'liis could easily liarc Lccii renicdied 
on tlic ta t t~c t iek~ .by detacliiiig rcgiuicnts; lioxcrer, iiistea(1 of iiinltittg 
tnctitd iisc of tliesc ninsses in accoirlniice with tlie course of tlie battlc, tlicy, 
ritli  tlie esceptioii of tlic 1st Liglit Division, stiick to tltcsc placcs diiriiig tlic 
rliolc thy, almost without moving, ittitil the tiiiic for successful iiiterfcrciicc 
l i d  psscd by, aiiil nothing rcniaiucd for this really excellent cyalry, lnit'to 
go iii and sivc tlic bcntcn army. The Coiiiru;iiitler of the 1st Irglit 1)ivisioir 
d e i s t o o c l  his duty, bat  he w m  cnllrcl away froni the left by o clistiuct ordcr, 
:it the ve iuoitieiit d i e 1 1  lie iuiglit 1i:ivc atriick iii with succcs.~ against tlie 
victoriuuS1;. ciigiigcd istli l'riissian Division. 'Illen, wlieri Ile arrivecl in  rear 
of the centre, tlic tiglit Iiad already becii lost there, and the order 1ia.d byii 
uiticipatecl by circiiiitsta~iceq niicl altlioiigli General Y. Etlelrliciiii IU- 
medi:itely turrietl abotit to coiiic into n c h n  011 tlic left, it was tlieii too late. 
The 15th Uivisioii Iind reached tlic woods of Hndek,  and of Obcr- aild 
Nicdcr-Prim, ill wliicli i t  was safe against the czvalry ; but with wltat 
success iiiiglit not the 1st Light Civdry Divisioit Iiave actcd front 1loliaru.o- 
Radostow qiiirist h i ic i tz ,  aid  frorii Itnclikovitz ngaiiist Kcu-Prim, if i t  11acl 
bceii iii tlic right placc :it tlic ricRt t iuc  ! I t  is impossible to sny wliat tirrii 
tlie Lattle iiiiglit liavc talicli for tlic Austrians 011 this flank iii this ewe. It 
riiay bc assuiiictl, however, tlint tlie 19th Divisioii xoiilil have foiiritl itself iii 
difliculties iii tyiitc of tlie iieetlle gun ; reference to Custozza is siiflicicnt to 
aliov- this. Ilowc~-ar, a far Imvicr puuislimciit awtitcd tlic Austrians on 
tlicir right for cliiigiiig iii this way to tlieir origiiid positions, regardlcss of 
tlic progress of tlic ht t lc .  

The struggle about tlic S\;.iepiv;ild Iind d r a m  tlie IVtli aiid I Ind Corps out 
of the liiics of tlefcitce ~irevioitsly .2Esigiiecl to tlieiti. Tliesc coriis liacl 
gracliially :iaurtietl tlic ofleiisive, ltacl al;iuclonccl tltcir origiunl froiit fnciiig 
iiortli aud cast, mid lnd  wliceled rouud towaids tlic uortli-wcst. 'lliis sa% 
tlic iuouicnt;iry fnvourablc time for tlie Austrians. Had tlicy actctl on it, 
mid made iiseof tlicir whole availablecavalrj, the hzttlc might, a t  nbout 110011, 
Iiavc t u r i i d  to o victor Zlrtt 
the ofensire lid to ruin LGrtse the carutry m i s  @iiorcd u s  u tacticul arlil. On 
the Prusizii sitle-altliough the Icadiiig of the czvalry was aiiytliiiig but 
wortlty of inlitition-we, at any late, see Bismarck's cavalry brig& bmuglit 
out on the left m-iiin to stay tlterc in readities for anytliiiig that miglit turn 
tip, wliile notiiiug rjoiiiiilar was done by tlic liustrians. But, if 1)y its attacks, 
tlie coinpmttively weak cavalry at Custozjsz was a t le  to liccp 35,000 to  '10,030 

wlietlier B Instirig one is ail opeu qucstioii. 
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86 TIII< C.\Y;\LRT DIVlSlOS 

nicn a t  a loiig dist:uicc froiii tlic bnttlcficltl, why slicultl tlic snnic or n siniilnr 
succcss not Iiavc Lecn cmictl :it Kociiiggr;ictz? And p t  tlic 1;itc nttnckv of 
the 1st niitl 3rcl Itcscrvc Cavalr Jlivisioiis slio\vcd clc;irly that this c a r d 5  
was made of tlic riglit stuff for L i n g  grcnt tliings. yroiii tlic moniciit w~icii 
tlic Austiinns &jumctl tlic offcnsivc on tlic riglit flniik, tl ie 1st and 3rd 
lhc i l - c  Chvnlry Divisions ought to  liwx Lccii puslletl forwnrel towards tl ie 
Trotinka ant1 posted tlius : the 3rd at Gross- nnd I<lciii-Ilurglitz, ;?lit1 tkc 
1st nt Jcricck-Lumi, with tlic 2iid Jiglit Cavalry Divizioii iii Ilroloiidioii 
t e t w c i i  1l;icitz and Tortinn. Tlic 2nd Iteserve Cirnlry Division &tltl 
have followcd as rcscrvc frorii Brim as far Eoiitli a3 Wrcliowitz. tlie E ~ X O U  
Uivisioii m o ~ i i i g  iiito its placc. 

TLe Commnndcra of the cavnlrv cliviaions could not. it  is true. do this 011 
tlieir owi initintivc. Their diviiioiis wcre lnrtly (the 1st niid 5rd Itcserve 
:nit1 S:ixoii Cavalry Divbioiis) so shut i!i brtwcii the corlis ivliivli were iil 
action, tLat they werc unable .to gct an vicw of the coiirsc of tlic htt1C ; 
but it  was tlic duty of tliose at tlie Iiencfof tlic army to ~ n v c  scipplic(1 tliosc: 
cavalry divisions with brief instructioiis as to wlicrc tlicy iiiiglit iiiovc to and 
R h t  t h y  shoiiltl d o  ; for which tlicre way plciity of time. Tlic l r i ia l t j  
followed closely on the licclj qf tlic omission. The 1st and 3rd lteservc 
C.ivnlry Divisions Iiad becii atlv:incctl, in a tactical sense, too close to tlie 
tiglitiiig line, niid w r c ,  bcaitlce, bntlly p1:iccd iii tlic h e .  ‘I‘licy \\:auld linvc 
fouiid :L better positioii nlong.iide tlic Piit1 Rcscrre Ctviilry Division sit Brim. 

Without advancing unir.aaonnblc sulipositioiis, i t  nixy safely bc ,Isiertcd 
tlint tlicsc civalry niasscs would have giveii a tliffcrmt turn to tlic svliole 
Little if nil nttnck lintl h e n  iuntlc lialf ne eiicrgcticilly :is that at c‘ustozzt 
:igaiiist Villafianci. Even if tlic I’rusinns h:id I t t w i  nLlc tu  clcplo~ south- 
wcat of tlie Trotinla as t h y  ntl\-nnccd, they v-onld not, in any cue, liaw 
turned tlic Irittlr? on tlic 3rd July into R victory, for they woiild have nrrivcd 
too late for tlint. Tlic victory coiiId, probably, oidy Ii:irc Lccn won 011 tlic 
4th iii :L fresh battle ; but tlic ciiciiiy could llnvc i1i:ltlc such fiir-rczchiq 
cliniigcs iii the mcnutinic (rick h’npolcon 1 nt A S  crii) that tLe Priiasinii 
attack oil cii1iini niiglit ~inve bee11 impmcticililc, nncr tlicii tlic clecision niiist 
most lirobnb1y, 1i:rve taken 1il;ice bcyoiid l’roblus. llrit tliose nt tlie iicad oi 
the Austrinn Army Ii:id not licedctl die lessoils t:luglit liy Snpolcoii I at 
Aspcrn, :1iit1 the cii$oynie~rt of cnrulty for gniiiiitg titm w,is uiiknowii t a  
tlicm. Instructive x3 i t  islo follow out more fully siicli tactical “liypotliesc~,’ 
wc will, lioivcvcr, iiot do so. I h t  Koctiiggmetir is the battle wliicli evcrj 
(mvnlry) tacticinii should study ; i t  is niorc iustructivc t h i  Ciiatozm n11tl 
Vioiiville together, niid not lemt so on nccotint of tllc crrors coiiimittcd iu 
not using tlic civnlry to o posc the advniicc of tlic I Ind l’riisaiaii Arnij-. 

A t  110011 ou tlic 3rd silly, OSLY tlic Austrinn cis-nlry lintl the p v c r  of 
giviiig a inore fnvoiir:iLle turn to the clay ; no o:Iier arm was in a conilitioli 
to (lo it. Owing to its spccd, tkc canl ry  could hive rc.iclicd tlic nbovc- 
iuciitioiictl placcs, nud caiilcl Lnvc kept the Priis,i;iii; b:ick by iiiipctuow 
attacks, SUFI! ns tliosc at Custozza ; and in a case like this c\-cryt!iiny Gin be 
woii by gniiiing tirile, 33 was done by Nnpolcoii I at Aslwrii 011 tlie 2lst Mnyl 
and by k e d o w  i d  Vioiivillc on tlic 16th August. Tlic fact tlint tlic battle of 
Kociiiggrnatxwm fiunlly won with so little trouble 011 tlie Ixirt of tlie l’riissians, 
is, nud rcwaiiis the fiiiilt of tlic Austrian c;ivnlry. Tlic otl’c,isivc strokcs l u d c  
by tlic Conimautlcis of tlic IVth nnd IIiitI Army Curlis, niitl tlic coiiscqiiclit 
iniperative cliaiigc of front, might n ~ i d  s l i d t l  h e  bee11 tiiriicd to siiccessful 
rcmurit by tlie cavalry. But this did iiot li:ippeii, bxziiisc there WIY) 110 
tacticinus present wlio could linrc tlirowii over tlie rcgiI:itioii form nnd risrii 
to tlic lcvcl of truc t;ictics, ix., “of makinn prompt IISC of any good clmuce.’: 
If tlicrc liad bccii siicli inen 011 the spot, t?icri the 3rd July would probably 
h \ . e  Lccii n c~vnlry battle, ant! it riiny Lc safclg xsjumcd frou wliat it did nt 
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AS A BODS IS T I E  FIGHT. 87 

tllc ciid of this battlc and also a t  Ciistozzn, that, uiider tlicsc couditiois, tl io 
.\ustriaii cavdry, if wcll led, would liavc tlouc grcat rcrvicc. - As SIJOII ad tliL battlc was decided aiid tlic leatliilg Prus.jiaii cavalry, wliicli 
w-,s taking up tlic pursuit, appeared, tlie 1st niicl 3rd Hrservc C:ivalry 
I)ivisiwis, which r c r c  iii the act of wtre:iting, froiitctl ill orilcr to charnc 
JOBD on tlic eucmy in two groups. Evcn wlieu ritliun to tho clinrgc, d l  t.Ec 
1ilies were cqwscci to a flank hre, but tlic coniuiaid’eis did not w v e r  for 

niouieut. ‘I’hc raiiks reninined closed, tlic P l u s h i  c~valry, wliicli lint1 
.+read out iii its ad\-aricc, Iind to shiid a shnrp figlit, t l i u  Austrixis re- 
luniuetl iii possessiou of the Geld,prcscd on up to tlic battalion3 of tlic IIInl 
a~ld  IInd Prusian Cor )s, nud even as far  as some isolatc.1 groups of tlic 
I.ltli Division, conipellec( tlicw to form square, nnc~ only after tliis did tliex 
legin to ride b x k  again. 

It is beyoiid 3 doubt tlint this cclvalrx kucw tlic fatc which axlited it, sur- 
roiiiitlctl as it  wiis ou tLrcc sidcs by tlic fire zouc of brecc1i;ders. It 
way sure to be defeated a t  last, but the ~-ell-delivered strolic l i d  a trciueudous 
Lietical effect. It rcliewd tlic pressure 011 tlic rctrcatitig iiriily niitl mved i t  
from the utter rout, wliicli would uudoubtcdl liave followed, if the l’iussian 
cnrdry hnd rcruaiiicd master of the Geld or Lad not h e l l  attacked aqiL wag 
This iy not II cim for flattering iiatioiinl sciitiwciit, but for rcvicwng thc 
Cvciits cnlnily, trutlifully, and justly, nlid any one, who coiisitlerd the attacks 
of this Anstriaii cavalry iii this way, will iuiliesitatingly coiiclirdc thut it 
tyirrictl out rnost aucccssfiIIy ORC of the most di$ctclt ttcctiacl duties, rchich Rus 
CIT:. fulIcrr to  tlrc lot of carahy. Cranipcd mid shut in, it  nttnckcd the 
PriisGau cavalry, iu spitc of n ccaselcs3 fl;uik fire of brcecliloiders, forced its 
w:iy riglit 11 ) to the irifaiit.ry liiic of an army n1rr:idy int0sic:itctl with tlie 
mi i imcc  o 1 its grrat victory, a i d  brought tile wl~olc l’rusinii liiic to n 
rtniitlstill. IYho CAU deuy tlicsc f x t s  1 Surd * tlic cleeds of tliia rxvalry wcrc 

reriter t~inii  iliosc of Ziethen at Kouiu aud Hocliliircli ! Ditl tlic Lreccli- 
fL1cis keep i t  from c~iwging, or break it I Certaiiily w t . ,  cavalry, t~iea, 
CRU still go ahead CYCII uudcr uiifavoucible conditions-if it uuiits to ; if it is 
t.wticcllly tqiucd, if i t  goes in for tlic ~iiasiinnni speed-even witliout effect- 
ing a surprise-it i t  is eoniiunudcd by tnetieiaiis, wliicli, ho\wvcr, the= 
hustrinn cavalry Ceiiernla did not oiicc sliow tlieiiiselves to Lc. Tlic Prussinn 
ctvalry leadeiv were still less tacticians, othcrwisc they could not Im-e failed 
to rcnppcw iuiuiediatcly aftcr tlic Austrian c.ivn11-y Itad been Fncrificcd and 
to Iiursue tlie cnemy to tlic last Lreatli of liorsc ant1 rider. xotliing oi tiic 
w r t  actually occurred, and, to bc siire, i t  did not k m i s c  such a vigorously 
delirerctl cavalry 6 t r O k C - ~  tlint of tlic h.strinns-is far  more iuiportant 
in  its i i iord tlim in its iiinterial effect. The moral effect, iritliiii reuonable 
liniits, is B pcculhrity which will always belong to cavalry done, ant1 a 
cwalry Gcneral should never disregard this advniitnge of his ;.nu. This 
would be equivalent to bciiig doultfol of success, and so SUlJ~Jlyillg a c a w  
of fa i I ii re. 

Now to review the total result : Wcrc thc 52 Officers, 1,2558 men, and 1,003 
h o m s  of the two Austrian Reserve Cavalry Divisions iiselcssly s:icrificed 7 
Can they uot hut of the same success as that diicli cvery t;tctici;iii awarcls 
to the ~,ooO French cnvalry at Aspern 011 the 21st i\Ia ? h d  C:UI it  still b 
mertcd  t i n t  tlie action of cavalry on tlic b;ttt~cfieh is :i “ superfluity 11 1 
Why, that would bca denial of iuilitary history. And, with this result before 
m, cau ;iuyolic still doubt that this civnlry would I i w a  met with corrcspond- 
iiigly gre;it SIICCCSJ if it  liaJ fallen on the advriicing culuniiis of tlie IIiid 
Ytusaizii Army1 .‘IIerc the cavalry waq nurued cluriiy the Lnttle, just, as 
our fashionable “tacticians” would \ vkh  ; but, ajtcr the battlc, the Austrian 
caMlry was only able to protect it3 army fruiii coinplcte rout. ’ Had i t  been 
a*d, aa I have suggestd; (ltviiig tlic h t t l c ,  the 3rd July cbuld with difficulty 
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ss TIIE CATALRT DIVISIOS 

liavc ciiclcd in n dcfeat for tlie Au.striaii Ariiiy. Tlic dognia 6f rescrviiix 
cavalrv is a fakc oiic ; nothing but tlic sitiiatiori can clccitlc wlicii it is tiiiic 
for tIiL nrni to couc into actioii. . 

Wc will now takc a third cxamplc : 111 1850-71 wc liatl not a siiiylc 
caculry General ; sonic Iiacl lcanit a got“ deal froni tlic war of 18G6, but what 
they 1iad learnt tiad iiot gireii tlieiii powcr of nction ; our riietliotl l i d  k e i i  
too dcficicut. Ncvcrtliclcss, what R lirillisuit ciirnl rcsult was that at  
~ i o i i v i ~ c  ! It is true, tlicrc is no iiccc~ to s ~ i o w  t f a t  tl ic 5th aiid 0’111 Cavrlry 
Divisions might Iiavc opciiccl tlic bittlc iii qnitc a clifferciit way to wliat 
Iiappeiied. Tlic conclitioiis for this u-crc far niorc favoiinblc tliaii at C!IS- 
tozzi. h’citlicr iiced it lie shown that, if it Iiad bccn coiuiuaiidecl 11) n Scliiiiitlt 
or a l’i114 tlierc would linvc h c i i  no iiccesity to Iiarc Iiad to sctidfor tlic (itlr 
Cavalry Division (which iiatiiidly cznsctl it to arrive too late) ; nor, that  
even Ilreclo\v’a br igdc  coiiltl scarccly linve I J W I  bcttcr led, biit t1i:it i t  riiiglit 
liavc bccn h t t c r  suplmricd ; tlint tlic 5th Cavalry ljivisiou’iiiiglit 1i;tv.c worked 
bcttcr tn,octlicr a t  Villc-sur-Pvron ; that tlic Gcrniaii cavalry silould Iiavc 
been cniployed qiiitc diffcrciitly after tlic battle, aiicl that tlie leading of tlic 
1st Ci\-aIry 1)irisioii nt Gcrrelottc sliowed lior cavdry sliould iiof be eiiiplciyctl. 
To wnstc a wort1 over this ~voulcl bc w:tstc of spacc. Bcit it  is w i t l i  pci‘fect 
coiivictioii tlint I sct injsclf apiiist. tlic I L  estraordinary ” mctliod, ~vli ic l i  lens 
tlcilucctl priiiciplcs for tlic action of civalry iii bitttlc out  of tlicsc U E F E C T J , ~ ~ ~ ~  
u-liicli is ofiicially olikccl to, or forced iq’oii, our camlry Ofliccm as tactical 
“food ;’J and so long .as I ;ti11 ablc to wiclci iiiy pen, I will fi-glit against this 
statc of things, wliicli is so prcpiaiit with dcstructioii, for it systcunticnlly 
iiodcmniiucs tlic mvalry spirit. Tlicrc is 110 alternativc for iis, and wc czii 
oiil figlit by pulling ourselvcs together so as to  FCC where the niethotl inust 

Vioiirillc coiitaiii~ the gci IUS of tlic SUCCCS~ or failiirc of czvalry, according :IS 
w c  look closcly into tlic cvciits of this day in thcir true naturp and conncctioii. 
By this battle cnvalry either learns everything! or clse i t  yields iincoiiditioii- 
ally. .That is tlic question diicli \vc have to clecitle. Of COUWC, so long .zs it id 
writtcii aiid taught, anel cnvaliy Officcrv 1i:tvc to Iczrii, .ns follo~vs : Tlint tlic 
5th niid ctlt Cavalry Divisioiis fulfilled tLcir iuissions at tlic opciiiiig of tlic 
battlc ; that tlic attacks of 13rcdo11. a i d  of tlic lit Guard Dragoons, aiid, later 
on, of tlic Zietlicri IIiissars and 16th I I i i s s a ~ ~ ,  li:i\-e shown that cxvalry caii 
nevcr a g i i i  attack iiifaiitr> siiccessfiilly ; further, tlint licczusc tlic 6th ( h v d r y  
Division, after bciiig successfully brought up, arrived too late, cavnlry c i i i  
tlicrefore alway~ bc fetelied u ;~nd coils neiitly would ncrer iucct with 
succcss ; aiicl tint cavalry, wliict is wet1 iiiellic battle, cannot ~c nuilablc tov 
piirsiiit, bcc~usc, 011 tlic 1i th  and 16th August, it  w a s  not iiiiderstootl lion- tti 
iisc tlic civnlry, wliick Iiatl k c i i  w r y  aztivciii tlic l h l t t k ,  but tlic grcatcr p r t  
of wliicli had remaind cfTcctivc. With such mctliotls of instruction wc in- 
eritnbly court tho decline of cavalry, instead of raising i t  to tlic lcvcl of its 
tactic11 eflicieiicy ; ant1 u-c Iiive alreaely gone termibl~ far in that directioii. 

Wc cert ;hly  Iiractisc attacks i n  three lilies ; 
but tbc outcr nicclianisu lacks its truc idea; it is a iiiccliaiiism, iiot ari 
orgaiiisni. That is tlie c1sc because tlic seed of uiibclicf in czvalry succcss i.3 
already spread at  scliool in tlic lieads aiicl hearts of fiiturc young cavalry 
Oficcrs ; this s c d  will not takc root in every case, but i t  will iiiifortunately, 
as ti rule, bccause tkc majority of uieii arc mcdiocritics. All tliesc “ifs:’ anti 
“aiids,” this quackery, which cannot cveii sc aratc tlic couseqiicncc from (lie 
causc cr diatiiiguiali Lctwecii tlicni ( a ~ i c t ~ i c r  Lorn i”noraiirc or ill-willI tlon’t 
liliow), must ~c cxtcrmiiintcd.  rid wlicn, I w o n L ,  will soriic rarutrynrnu 
break tlic inanic spell in soiuc such way as this :- 

~ * o x  
Invc rcigwd too loug and have puslictl your pdant ry  to its utmost liniits.; 

1caSus to. 

Lct 11s rcturii to oiir suljcct. 

“ ~ n a y  wi;li you, ~ w i l l  mate rnc arm! Y O ~  ~ l a w  1 1 x 1  your day. 
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AS A BODY IH THE FIGHT. S9 

y911 lla,-c Lroudit doubt iiistcacl of hlicf iiito tlic arm. My businees is a very 
slnlplc one. E.c ritlc aiici drill aiid nianmurre with our eyes open, and with 
L( ,,EAp.~ which rulties a i o r  ut their true worth. R l n t  I requirc arc ' drciirs, '  
tlioM: meI1, with wlioni fault has till now been so unreasonably found, mcii 
,,.llo have coufidencc in tlicmsclrcs aud their arm. I will be responsible for 
tllc rest." 

1 l13rc written this d o w i  exactly .?s I tlremit i t  ; all at oiicc I Eaw cvery- 
W i a t  n life, what n Inlid of frccdom for 

cavalry ; but I did n o t  undcxxtand it any iiiore, tlic spirit of the nionieiit 
(Iliglltmarc) borc so hcnvily on me. What grand figurcs of cnvalryriicn 1 
)\q1:,t eyes brimful of contitlence, what curiiiiiig about those lips ! Tlicsc 
-src c ~ v a I r .  Oiliceis, light-hcartednud without care ; aiid !Iic love of ndvcn- 
tare shoric. 1 rom their coiiiitenaiiees. l'rutli s c ~ r c d  tLc vision n w n ~  Great 
nrlltc ! How did I tlien, in this shabby, prostic world, feel that grief, aliicli 
tliou Once u-ast seiisible of, slicn thGU clotlictlst i t  iii the ininiortsl words : 
,rCrnli niajorc! dolori, 8c. 

Tllia misenlilc statc of tlriiigs mist  clisnppcar, wc must c s m p  from tliesc 
tlimrdem, arid wc mis t  makc up our minds as to I\-IIAT we want. Ideas aro 
Jinnietricdly op m e d  to one mother ; sonic swear blindly by the proplicts of 
tllc stmtc ic, aiih ot~icrs ec1ii:iIly faiinticllly by tiiosc of tlic tactical actiou of Sr:, tlicy alwiya figlit npiiist cac~i otlicr, it will (10 botii sitles 

A s  far ns civnliy iii gciicnl is conecriicd, all that is required is that 
p p c r  coursc~ sliodil LC followxl for its instruction and tciiniiig. 

We wish neither to praise ~m-nIry above its due, nor to blamc it witlioiit 
r e w n  ; d l  we want is tliatJucts sliould bc taken .as tlicy arc. Tlic attack 
of the 8,000 Cuirnsieis a t  Aspcrii liae already h e n  nieiitiond. Now, 
perhap, thc six squ~cdroiis of Urcdow's Brigade acconi dished inoiv.1 Riding 
off to tlic clinrge nt the inonlent when the V I t i  Freiicli Corps wxs 
&out to muiiie the offensive, to  which the Gciiuan Conininiider-iii-Cliicf 
w w  iinnble to oppose any niorc fresh iiifiiiitry, tlicsc sir tccll-led qiiadions, 
throngl! tlieir powerful sliock, biouglit the fighting line of the cciitrc to n 
rtaiitlstill, and, so great was the mom1 effect of tIii9, that 110 sccoiitl attcmpt 
a t  the offensive was riintle Iierc. I h t ,  whereas at Aspcrn not one of tlic 
9,000 cuirassicix succccdcd in gettiiin through the lincs of the Austrian 
Grenadiers, this Ccriuan cm-dry rode &rough serernl lines ai~tl artillery, cut  
down thc guiiiiem, forced (as even the French adniit) n spare,  and had thcii 
to atand the attack of tlie French cavalry, which c1;islid on tlicm in superior 
nunibcru (tw-o divisions, Fortoii's and Vnlabrcguc's, 3,100 strong, nccorcling 
to Freucli accounts). But if i t  was possiblt to rain such a great result- 
iinder unfiavounble conditions-aminst R steady tine of battle, tlien furtliei- 
e\ idence is uniieccs;nry to sliow sRat  cavalry can tlo in tattle, if it lim madc 
lip its iiiiiid to sacrificc itself iii case of nccd, .aa i t  must do in suck circtrix- 
rtmcu.  I said that tlic rcsull w.as great ; p a t  i t  was and ever will be. 

At Aspcrii h'apolcon I would have bccii incqnble of continuing the battle 
ritiiout reiniorcemeiits. 111 order to bring tliese up lie 1iac1 to gain tiluc ; 
nnd for this, liaviiig no niorc infantry, he iiiade 3 virtue of ncccssity, and 
wut his cavalry into actioii. Tlic case at Vionville was identical. Tlie 
a v d r y  attack took t t c  p1:iee of tlie nkent infantry, broke the enemy's 
offmaive stroke, and ga i i id  tinic for us to bring up reiiiforccmeiits, with 
d i c h  we wcre able to renew tlie fight. This is tlie tactical point of view. 
"he cavalr figlit at Ville-sur-Yvron was equally dccisire for tlic issiie of thc 
battle of Aonville. Tlic victorious German rcgimcnts in tliat action wcre 

cliferciit ant1 traiisforniecl. 

I Out of thh brigdo the 13th Rcginicnt of Dragoons wns on duty on Ilic x c s t  of 
the "muvillc C O ~ I C I ,  and tlic 3rd cquadron of -the 7th Cuirrrsicr, with tho 1 s t  
q w k o a  of tho lGtli Ulilans I i i t l  becn sent on reconnaissancc. 
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90 THE CAVALRY DlVISIOS 

tlic red OIUX of the divisi?ils of Cisjcy aud Grcnicr discoiitiiiiiiii;:, tlieir suc- 
ccsfully coniincnced oKcusivc ant1 retreatinn to tlieir niniii position, so as to  
be safe agaiiist an attack froiii tliia cavalryly occiipjiiim tliis grouiicl ; and 
arc  we to say that tlic actioii of a body of cavalry is a “%lxrHuiL)-” on the 
Lattlciicld, wLcii. nfter ovcrtlirowiiig nn cqiial forcc of tlic enemy’s cavalry, 
i t  cmi piralysc a corps of 30,000 xncu 1 

xut let us give up trying to be clcrer. 0tlierw:iw wc should fiiiti ourselves 
admitting, cleftding, aiitl trying to  prove a t h i q  to  be riglit to-day, wliicli 
we lind reputliatcd as wrong yesterday. That is how tlic Grcck riingiciauq 
(rhctoriciaus) formerly Iiclpcd to ruiu the Roninii State ; tlic tactical iuagiciaiis 
iui$t ruiii our ca-alry in tlic I U U ~ ~ C  way today. W e  do iiot. wish to figlit 
for thc sake of applause, but wc do want to scc correct conclusions drawn 
from siuple facts. We, in fact, want iiotliiiig but simplicity, sc tliat, putting 
nsidc evpr~thiiiaertraricoiis, tlic logic of the facts nxiy bc heard. 

Still further proofs might bc nddiiced to d i o n  tlic possibility of rcncliiog, 
ridiiig dowi, ;iiid Lrcakiiig infantry, even if i t  is arnietl with brcccliloaddera 
(c.g., 1st Giinnl l)i:igooii~, Xictlieii’ lTussals, mid 16th LIussaIs in tlic a ~ l l e  
hit ic) ,  and yet tkc infiintry of tlic Freuck Empire wm bctter tniiiicd iii fire 
tactics than iiliuost nny other. 

 ow, if sucli trctuciidoiis siicccs couid bc p i n e d  in ttio.jc early days, when 
the cavalry 1iad Iinnlly aiig idea of tlic tactics of t h e e  liiics, wlieii it 1i:id 
~icvcr  u;iiioriivrcd as a clivisioii, n-licii tlic conitmiitlers 1i:id absolutely iio 
tiaiiiiiig ant1 not iiiucli tncticd judpieiit, when xiioveiuciits u-ere far from 
reaching tlic present dcgrcc of rapidity, niid the xiiniiwuvriiig pow-ciq were 
slight, them ’ tlicii oiily one cleiuaiitl wliicli o-u bc niatlc with fiiiriicss, 
ii:uucly :- - ., uin catdry to tlcc h j h c s t  ~ m s s i &  ( k c p a  of . ~ p c d  nild niaiie~(- 

yorccr, for it is oil!,/ by sxrprise that it has attcccXai icith ckcisivc cfcct, 
c r m !  by this it  w’ll nice; with i ts  SIICCCSSCS i i t  thc futrcrc. 
Out of ail elfectivc of 800 11or~cs tlic sis St l i i~ ( l rGi iS  of Drzdow’s Brigade 

lost :- 

. 

7th Curas;iers, 5 Ollicers, 160 nicii, 209 Iiorsez. 
lGtli  Ulilaiiq 0 ,, 154 ,, 500 ,, - - -- 

Total, 1G 363 4oI) ’ 

that is to say, onc half ; which is ccrtaiiily lint Inucli, if H-c consider that, 
without their action, tlic village of ‘ionrille would i n  nll 1iiob;ibility linve 
Lccn lost, not to nieiitioii tlic other xuiafortuiics that n-oiiltl 1i:ivo rcsiiltcd from 
it. Did iiot tlie French cavalry leaw 3,000 out of 3,000 iucn in front of tlic 
hustriaii liiic.5, wlicii t h y  were opposxl by iiiuzzlc-loxlers 1 Tlie cxplaun- 
tioii of tliis is, that the French att;icks at Aspern \\-ere uiiskilfully Icd, while 
Ihedow’s geiicriilsliip at Vioiivillc tlescrres to be cited :is i i  iiioclol of inipro- 
visition: That is tlic-very rcason why this attack is so iiistructiw, if propcrly 
itivestinatcd. 

Furtler, as this cuamplc tcaclies ui, eavalry also lins opportunities of care- 
fiilly rcconi?oitriiig the ground diiriiig tlic t x h u z ~ t i n ~  iiifaiitry combat, which 
liccps swayiiig to aiid fro for so long over tlic s u m  points, iuid so in that way 
i t  finds i i  niciiis of coiiiiiig up comparatively scrcened. Why sliould not other 
cavalry Gcner;ils carry out siicce:;sfully what Genrr;il Urcdow ncconiplislicd 
80 ably, that liij brig& Ic;uliiig clcscrvcs to bc p i t  oii a levcl w-itli Seycllitz’s 
approach at Rossbicli 1 This inmimuwing sX-ill i n  tlic field verily e u c o u r a p  
ti8 -aiitl illspires us with Iiope, for Breclow- would Iiavo Lecn atlc to send 
tw-enty-four sqiiadroiis forw.iinl, if lie lint1 had tlieni n t  Iiniid, jiist :is well s 
the six w-liicli Iio brought against tlic tiiciiiy Iiere. Thus cavalry sliould not 
look out for a drill-grouiid for its manmurrcs iu large units, but for some 
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AS .4 BODY IS THE FIGHT. 91 

,listrict, in wliicli it  cnn learn-ant1 infantry skonld learn tliia aa weII-tIlC 
art of Illnking ujc of the grouud for covering its approach. lion- many cavalry 
G ~ ~ ~ ~ - &  w-odtl haw been unsiicccssful if entrusted with the same duty, 
,,,villg to their Iniiids bein,o insufficiently dcvclo ctl iii x tactical direction for 
(lcri,*ili,o evcry advantagc frorn t11e situation ! fi’c ouglit, tllcreforc, to irisijt 

.,sscrt that a General, who daird at peace manocnvres to ddiver an nttact 
:Iailist an intact iiibntr;)’ line, n?i Brcdow did Itere, aonM Lc tlnnc for 
alltl p i t  out of action a t  oncc? Ifow can a cavalry Gcticral possitlv forni 
~ l i m ~ c ~ f  wider tIiesc coiiditions ? Is it  n o t  natural that such a maii.rouId 
nltlicr ~uakc t h e e  attacks in war than oiic at itt:~~imiivres ? Such ij tlic fear 
of criticism. 

0I~liiiiig out tlic squadron colninns to foll interval ant1 deployiiig into Iiiie 
(,I brig:dc. in tlic I)~CSCIICC of irif:iiitry is a niaiicctivre, wliicli, as a rule, is 
collsi(Icrc‘d inq)i:~cti~ablc. Ncvcrtl~cless it served tlic Iiurposc here, which is 

)roof that tlicrc is 110 iiorninl fi.qliting formation for cavalry. T ~ C  w;ly ill 
w/licII tlie tiiiu will ~c re-fortnet1 must be left to t ~ i e  jii(Iginent of its corn- 
mauder. In this cliargc it w - w  evident at oncc tliat cncilry can ride to a 
cllarjic O V C ~  a distaiicc of 2,400 uictrcs. Our old pcacc cavalry soldiers, 
slloar, pride coiisistrtl iii wcll-fcd Iiorscg, wonltl tear tlicir hair a t  sucli 
“kliacker’s \vork” if tliey wcrc to risc up out of their grwcs. ]hit cur 
avalry is not iutclidcd fnra  royal mews. It is nicant to bean arm posscsmg 
tltc Iliaximum power of actioii ; wlieii i t  is that,aad iiot till tltcn, it  w-illrepciy 
its cost. 

w c  o w  rniich to 1’ . spirit of dcvotion, sliowi by the Gcrrnan cav:tlry at 
\‘ionvillu-M:us-l.. - _-.. I t  sn-etl \is from a defeat, an11 the b:Ittlc fully 
&xrvcs the tinuic of a cavalry battle. Cavalry olaned it antl cavalry carried 
tltc other arms safely tlirough tlic crises of tlic h t t l c  in twelvc morc or less 
tongli eii,n.igeinents ; i t  m . 9  tlic cavalry too, wliicli ~rountl r i p  the battic and 
W;LS still clinrgiiig clowii on the c n e q ’ s  ti~asscs in the cvciiing d;irknesa, antl 
it  was this arm ~IIOJC triuinpli it  was to kcar as its filial rcw;rrd of victory, 
“,YUIWC qrii port!” 

I an1 \\-ell a w m  that tlic wliolc party of (infantry) tacticians, that body of 
iiiilitnry Niliilists, who swear that thc action of cavalry 011 tlic battlefield is 
3 tliiiig of tlic pist, will be d o w ~ i  oii IUC. But I don’t milid tlint, aid  follow 
toy conviction, only mkiiig tliat, if i t  is scvcrely, it  may also be fairly atid 
.wrionsIy criticiscd. 
“ R e  ” repnlsd tlic Frciicli clmrge3 at  Woertll, Vio~lville, Be;iumont, aud 

S&n ; ‘’ \vc” iiever oncc formed sqnnrc ; “we” never lo3t a single ninn. 
That is all very tiiic and true; bnt i t  will not do to go to slccp on thesc 
laurels. 

These rcpnlies sllow notliing beyond the fault disposition and esecution, 
aiiti tlic poor tactic11 ability of s v a l r y  ledera  oltllc stamp of Gcillifct ; atid 
vet cveii tlicsc repulsed chargcs wcrc not entirci * witlioiit effect. Tlq,  a t  
iewt, posttpoiict1 tllc clefeat or ruin for a fnrtlier s h o i  pcriotl, alld tactically, 
too, they wcrc not wortliless. Eut, slioultl i t  ever linppcii tint our infantry 
bas to nieamrc its strength with a cnmlry, as skilful as the Gcrmnn cavalry, 
t.hcii the resnlt might bc different, and the cavalry inay then again haw to 
. a y  tlic assault. Tlic inct l ld  of fi.4ting of cavalry ij, of c o ~ ~ ~ s e ,  R verx 
i n i p l e  o w  ant1 : i~wjs  tkc s m c ,  i.e., h i e  attack ; but it must not be forgotten 
t h t  this call Lc its oiiiy coiirsc in o Iiundred cases as scIlns in 3 sinnle one - 
~ ( l , o i i  tlie clay of \rionville, tlierc miglit tiare a“seti somc of tllesc K u n t d  -, wliicli would have Ilanded the fame of oavalrydoan to the most distant 
Litues. 

wily was the mu3 of thc Gcrnian cavalry not sent on t o  the strategic, or 
left, f l~ i ik  of tlic battle from the wrj-  first? Tirc 6th Cavalry Diviaion would 

t;lcticil trainiiig and manaxivriug pow-e. And may wc not coniidct~tl 
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linvc bccii niiiplc for the centre a id  riglit; tlic !itli, a i d  ;tlso n large p i r t  of 
tlic cfivisionnl crmlry, filiould l i n ~  bcm tnkcn to the left tlniik, and tlicir 
cliity ~lioulcl Iinm bccri to nct from this position and c h d  the ileployiucnt 
niul prolonptiou of tlic Frcncli line. This w-as tlicir/urcinmt tnzticil objcci 
,u soon ns i t  was known, a-3 nu did kuow for ccrtniii as cnrly a3 10 O ' C I O C ~ ,  
that w e  Iind to ded, not with n Frciich rcnr-giinrd, but with the nliolu nrrny 
of tlic Rhiiie. ' 

\\'lint niiglit Iinvc Lccii done if this cnrdry  Iind conic on the sccne i i i i d ~ r  
tlic coriininiitl of n Lcatler ? 110~- miicli bloorlslicd would linvc Lccri s~iarccl, 
nntl Iiow iuucli grcntcr would our s~~cccsscs linvc bccii 1 This Gcriiinii 
czvnlry was iiot n;iriting in citlicr conrage or coiitcmpt of clmtli, Iiiit wa3 
dcficicnt of jutlgmciit nut1 the skill necessary for its eniployinci~t. \Vc lint] 
~)rnctically Imriit iiotliinw froiu the sliortconiings of the Austriaiis nt Koeiiig- 
gractz ou tlic 3rd JiilJ-, nctliwigli w e  linrc Lccu studyinn, and, to sorile estciit, 
criticisin:: tlieni wry  scrcrcly (at tlie KricgsaX.adcniic) Tor four ycnrv. Untlcr 
far more f:rvoiirnLlc prospects we coniriiittctl the vcry snnie mistakes, C\-CII 
after the cxrnlry clirisioris Iind stopped tlic.cncmy. Ilod tlic Gcriiinii civnlry 
coiiic into action in rims on the lcft wing i t  \vould probably iiot Iinve beeit 
rcquircd to undcrtnke " ilcntli ridcs" later on, nnd we slioiiltl just ns probibly 
know nothing of the draiiin of the 39th &igatle, and i t  iiiny safely Lc 
assumed that tlic IVtli Frcnch Corps noultl not linvc rcnclicd the battlu- 
field. Look a t  Custozzn. Str;itegicilly oiitl tncticdly tlic battle wo~ihl 
linvc followetl n clitf'ercnt-and n Lcttcr course. Ccrtniiily the ~invnlry tl i t l  
cxccllciit scrvicc within n limited arc3 Inter 011 ; but, in spite of all sicri- 
ficcs, it was not c?p:iblc of iiiidoing tlic greatest fnult of tlic 1 1 : ~ ~ .  

We Ii:i\-c gircii this sketch, Leciuse one of the forcinost diitics of cnvnlry 
alwn~-s is that of delaying troop.s,iii tlicir ndvnncc Ly uicniis of rppatcd  uric! 
rigomiu attuclr, nfter the inniiiier of Coloiiel Pulz a t  Ciiatoxzo. ITercin Iiw 
its decisive action 011 the Lnttlcficld. 

X. Thc Cliralry UiriJiori i i i  1'iw.tiiit. 
Any hyninii cnn prrncli n long-winded sernion on the c:ip:ibility of cnviilry 

for cviyiiig oil a pursuit. The hiinnn iiiiiiil pcrccircs tlic po~sibility for 
this, in tlic wry p e n t  Inpidity and niobility nttncliing to camlry nbovc dl 
otlrcr ;irnis. Tlint bciiig tlic C ~ S C ,  everyone coiiclutlca tlint tliiv ;irni iiinst 
a l ~ n y . ~  tlpnl tlie Guishiug stroke to nil :Iriiiy wliicli 11x3 bccu cruslirtl on tlic 
bnttlcficl~l, for they sly : The otlicr arms Iinve Lccn cslinustcd by tlic bnttlr 
itself ; ns SOOIIM they clinngc from linc of battle to order of innrcli there arc 
certniii to be checks niuoiinst tlie esliausted N ~ S Z C S  ; n long line of Lnttlc 
becomes n f:ir longer line oriiinrch ; riowv, the Iioise can X ~ O Y C  fiistcr aiitl 
for lorigcr t1i:iii iiifniitry niid artillcry, cirnlry must tlicrcforc put an nriny, 
which 1i:is bccn ovcrtlironn on the bnttlclield, to coruplcte rout. 

Such arc the words of wisdom spoken by niiyoiic who lins elioulticrcd :I 
musket ; niitl, in fact, t h e  a-oiild be nothing to say ngninst tlicni, if tlicrc 
were rio siicli tliiugs as tactics. 

Ikforc goill$ further \YO must consider two fxts : 1. 111 all ngcs and with 
all lintions t h e  Iinve bccn extrciiicly fcw rcry irotitnblc pursuits ; 'I. For tlic 
basis of our considerntioils we ciii oiily take tLc tactics of tlic presciit clay, 
tlic compo.4tioii of our niiiiies, the cliarncter of iiiotlcrn nctioiis, :tiid the iintwe 
of our civilircd couutrics. 

From tlic formcr i t  follows tlint the In\\- of Iiur..mit i3, iii !w~crnl ,  dificiilt 
to ciify out, cwii if its impor~iucc is fully rccogiiizctl. T?ie latter point+ 
generally to the incrcnscd tlificiilty of a pursuit wlicn coiii1i;iring with foriner 
rrjirs. 

We sliould gain iiolliing Ly critici3irig tlic slinrtcoiiiiiigs, which linvc 
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AS I I3Ol)T IS TIIE FIGHT. 03 
;,ttendcd the en1 )lo~luent of cavalry as tlic nrin of pursuit, in tlic most reccilt 

l+‘c sliould b: puttiiig establislietl facts in anotlicr fonii before tllc 
illitiated,wIiilc our shteniciite w-ould bc of no use to tlie uniiiitiatetl. It siiflicex 
to s y  that R puisuit, in any degrec noteworthy, took )1acc after tlic battlc of 
pliilippl+i alonc. 111 otlier cases-and, intleccl, in t\iosc in wliicli nil ciier- 
nctic pursuit woiiltl liare aiiiii!iilated the enemy, as Iinppened to h’apoleoii el tlnys gouc by aftcr \i‘aterIoo--nnmely after Kocniggraetz and U oerth, 
llo cavalry wp.19 sent out nitli ordcn to pursue up to tLe List brcatli of horse 
;111d ridel: 

I t  would be exqy to.elnbornte criticisms after the events; but tli’is is not 
ullr way of looking a t  tliings. We suppose the faults committetl in tliosc 
,itIiatioIis, to be ~ I I O W I I ,  and desire iiothiii6 uiorc tliari to alinrpeii tlic sword 
of aralry for pursuit by mcaiia of instructioii iiud pcacc escrciscs Herc vie 
:- at  oricc confronted with tlic question : Is it  tlicii posiblc for cxavalry to 

traiIicd in peacc for itsoctiori in pursuit 7 Tlie eswiitial point depeuds 011 
t.he answer to this qucstioli ; aud, as a ride, tlic reply i., AVO ; however i t  
,,dd b more correct to say J>j. 

R dint of iiitlustr and practice Frederick the Great raiscd liis cavalry to 
tllc {igliest dcgrec ortactical poM-er ; to tliis Napoleon I arltletl an equally 
glcat strate ic power. To whieli of them does skill in pursuing belo~lg 1 To 
ir(mtcgy, as F nr as its objcct is conccnid, aud to tactics, as far as the uica~is 
for gaining the objcct are concerned. 

For any cavalr to be d i f f u l  in pursiiit i t  niiist, tlicrcfore, b ti most 
tliorounlil- traiiieJ arm, and its coiniiiniiders must ~iavc tlie talent of seeing 
tlirougE t i c  di.203 nftCrtliC decisiou of R battle, so 39 to fir on a further, a 
itmtegic object, iinniely : to keep on the heels of the ciiemy day arid iiiglit 
without resting, itritil the enemy disperses, ti11 his organism crunibles away, 
niid until liis a m  ceases to be an aiiiij-. 

Great c o n i m a d r s  Law had this stiategic objcct ill view in crery dccisirc 
:tct.ion, but it is on1 necessary to know that i t  was gaiiicd by Nn mleon 1 
only once, nut1 by duclier, n t  tlic most, twice, in order to  underst;iuci tliat it3 
execution must ~mos~css  its OWII special difficulties: There is no doubt, too, 
that tlic con~mandcrs nt Kocuiggmetz nud Wocrth rccopiml tlic rescni- 
Lhiice between tlic situations in those battles aud at M’atcrloo ; they also 
wanted to (lo wlixt n-as right for making the most of tlieir victories, but . . . 
\-w, tliis ‘ I  but :’ can bc acquired in pexe  t h e  to R certain extent, mainly 
Ly putting good-sizctl bodics of a v a l r y  nt tlie clispoanl of tlic corps coni- 
mii t l ers  iit manoiuvres ; aud i t  is therefore nil absolute uccessity to Iiavc 
them 0x1 both sides. Tlicse bodies of cavalry must nrrivc at  tlic riglit plnccs 
iii tlic C O L I M ~  of tlic Iiiaiiccuvre, and it  can only be proved during the actual 
iiixioxvrc i f  t h y  l i ~ v c  done so. For nltliou$ tlic uature of tlie country is 
CC importnncc, ~ c t  tlic dccirirc )oiiit is the rt~ituatioiil)) of which tlic gruund 
iorily tlic lasts. This coutrof over the position of t l c  cav 1 divisious 
tluriiiq the (peace) fight, over tlieir actions, tlieir intentions, ant1 a t ‘iy ieir way of 
followiug thc progress of tlie riiniimuvrc, in fact tho constiint state of rendi- 
m-nrcturally at dishucce suited to r e d  warfarc-is tlie firat and cliief requi- 
ate for the immetliatc em lojmeut of the cawlry in the decisive stroke, ant1 
for the actual pursuit. ‘dis apparently self-csplanatory vicw was, so fiw aa 
I knon-,first applied wit11 skill .md successat the manccuvres of tile IVth Army 
a)qs this year ; 90 far i t  I139 riot received sufiicient attention, in foreign 
countries ti3 nell as  our own. If a perniament inteixliange of itlcas and ilam 
h to exist anywhere, i t  must be bctaecn the Commander-in-Chief nnJ the 
L~mntmtlers of cnvalry divisions. The communimtions ktweei i  t l i ex  two 
autlloritics must b of apcmanent and direct nature. Between them tlicre 
must be no inferaicdiary, and tlic existiug idem must be kirowii by, and the 
sitnation must be clear to, both. Inxvery situation, bcfore, (luring, nud nftcr 
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94 'IIIE CAVILRT DIVISIOX 

thc fight, tlic Conimniitlcr-iri-CIiicf nntl tlic commniidcis of civnlry divisioir 
iuusf, so to sty, bc o m  Lciiig ; thcy must be at ous i i i  tlicir plans nntl dcci- 
sioii.s, nntl tlic a m y  itsclf must move on tlic bro:itl mid sure basis of this 
syateln. 

A battlr, nliicli 113s ~ c c i i  propirly lctl 111) to ~ i y  tlic cavi1ry divisions-of 
coiirsc with the full knowlctlgc of tlic ~onimandcr-in-Cliicf-slioultl tnkc 
p!ncc j u s t  wlicrc thcy linvc brouglit the ciicmy to stniitl, :m ?t \'ionvillc- 
Mars-la-Tour for cxnmplc ; altlioiiglt tlicrc oiir m i d h i o n  was ccrtaiiily not 
fulfilled ; and tlie bnttlc woultl linve to bc brought to n completc cntl LJ- 
thcni, ns ~ n s  the cnsc nt Vionvillc 

IIowcver, ercry victory docs not nrccasarily lent1 to tlic Lrcak up of tlic 
ciicniy on tlic Lnttlcficld. Out of n goodly iiriiiibcr of bnttlrs iii 1870-71, we 
ciii rcnlly oiil i  qnotc two of this fort, via, \\'orrth niid Ucniinioiit ; tlic 
apitulntions of SCdnri, Mctz, I'nris. niid l'oiitnrlier do iiot comc iintler this 
hentl. Siicli events will robably rcpcat tlicnisclres, but tlic brcitk lip of nn 
nriiiy on t ~ i e  field of Lattfc will pcrlinps ~c still uiorc thc cxccptioii tlinn it 
w.m in 1870-71. 

Tliiis, if tlie most reccnt military history prows tlic rarity of tlic break up of 
an nrniy on the bnttlcficld, wc riiust bnsc our criticism on it, t1:nt is to say, 
we slinll tlicn untlcrstniitl tlint czvnlry-cvcn if it  lint1 followctl tlic wliolc 
progrcss of tlic bnttlc in suficient strenrrtli niitl in rcntlirics~ for action- 
c o u ~  still only 1in1-c played n sinnll nii9 Hcctiiig part as n piirsiiiiig arm. 
LIeiice, oiir fiist endearoiir miist always iic to wiu n decisive victor>-, NJ, for 
exnriililu, at Woertli ; tliiriiiy tlic s t i u q l c  for yictoq: tlic civnlry riiiist kccp 011 

t l i i  look out wit11 cog~c cycs so 3s to 8ns1i in n-~ icn  tlic L:ittlc ctlificc,' ''l\'CS way. 
Hncl i t  rnndc its npprnrance liere nritl nt Koctiiggrictz in suflicient strength 
n t  the right time arid plnce, and prcparcd by tlic ncccsr-try tncticd trniniiig, 
it is certain tlint history would record n sccoiid niid tliirtl W:iterloo. 

Hciicc tlic ' c o d i t i o n  for niiy piiraiiit by camlry is-:iftcr 3 succcssfiil 
brcak up of tlic liostilc army-the tacticil niitl strntrgic ability of its COIU- 
ninndcr ; wlicii this exists, niitl tlic structuilc of tlic fight brgina to criiniblc 
nwny, then the c.lmlIy divisions, trniiicd nccording to oiir riiodest idcns, only 
riectl tlic will to'cnrry out what is required. Thcri will tlic tactical cficicncy, 
fi~ipplc~icss, niid 1u;iuocuvring power of thc cavalry divisions pi17 ; tlicn will 
tlic ~nusclcs. and lilngs of tlic IIOIYL", tlic spirit of sacrifice, initiative, a i d  
dnsh of the r+r, now, just ns in tkc past, deprive tlic tlcfcatctl army of nll 
Cliniicc of rccorcriiig its breath, and sa-eep i t  off tlic ficltl. But this rcsiilt 
iiiust iiot bc cspccted froni crery battle ; i t  can only bc crpcctcd from tliosc. 
-ant1 t h y  ni c r;ir2-wliicli cnu bc rniilicd with Waterloo, Koeiiiggrnctz, 
ant1 Woertli. Thns, if wc .would rightly cstimntc the actioii of cnvalry iii 
liiirauit,'a-e sIiouId, nliovc all, firat e+iuntc tlic course of the Inttlc itsclf. 

Tlic iniasiiinry picture of the cneniy's flccing infantry, uvnlry, a i d  nrtil- 
lery, tlic ~ i l d  pell-mell of tlie cxli?ustcd n m s ,  mndly stiiigCling wit11 oiic 
another, nre iiot the rcsult of cvcry bittlc, nnd it  Iins sntisfictl tlic pentest .  
Ceiieixla if tlicy Iixvc oncc comc iip to this stantlard. This i n  the triitli, a id  
we slioultl tcicli it. Then w-ill Ociienla ~ n d  cavnliy bc sliicltlctl froiii unfair 
criticism; then shnll we s ta id  on tlic grouud of wlint is rcnl :uid useful. 
We slinll not he fectliiig tlic iuiagiiintion on dclusirc pictures, iior csposing ;L 
soul brought 1111 in grnud drcnnis to  thc rough nnd Iinirifiil undccciviiig, 
r l i i c l i  evrry soldier niust crpcricnce who lins entcrcd tlie piofrsion of nriiib 
with too high ns irntions. 

Cavalry, a - h i d  is iiitcndcd for puraiiit, must Iic 011 tlic &ot nnd IInre tlic 
oucr t o  do what it icatit*. l'cncc'offcrs p h t y  of opportunity for Iirnctisiiig 

€ot l i  of t1ic3e. 'rile tactical cficicncy of indivit1unl rrginiciits ~e:ivcA little to 
bc dreircd, yet KC miist ciidcnvour :ill. tlic niorc to iiiikz s y c  tlint t l i v  
cnmlry, from thc Gciiernl tlowi to tlic lzst dragoon, clcarly knows tlint ils 
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AS A BODY IX THE FIGHT. 95 

, ilhion is to IM.? t h e j m t  and Zctet'eng~ged with the eneniy. If it  is conscious 
of this, the priwuit itself-if tactically i t  is a t  all y i b l e - i s  no longer a 
qllestion, but will folloi as a mRtter of eourse,proric cd t1w man does not fail 
in the eo1diei;'nq aisuredly, may happen from m3ny faniiliar and 'unfamiliar, 
known arid unknown, eau(le6, for men are organisms and not machines. And 
et-en then wc must, not k bard upon them. 

The necessity of having to be the first and 1s t  en ?wcl can and must be 
pit to  the test a t  all manmuvrcs ;.and, althoiigh bredkg' in  on tlic rctreat- 
Ing enemy cannot be .actual1 rzprescnted, all tlie same 3 piirsiiit in  tlic bst  
direction, aitl iu tlie tactic& right'formation autl strengtli, cau be pr;ictiscd 
at the end of every day of tlie ninnmuvren. Tliis is the best school for our 
0bjeet;and tlicse.principlea must ilso be put into pcticc-as much a.9 
l w i b l e  as in real warfare-at nianmuvres of cua l ry  q a i p t  cwalry, and, in 
pled, after cwxy taeticd collision. 

It wo&l fill .o whole book if we were to'sny ?ll Uat &\-alry must observe 
and be able to do in a pursuit. But tliia is not our ob'ect. We n e d  only to 

int out tlint the uviilry division is just a~ much t i e  fittest t a c t i d  body 
pursuit, ne it .is tho Fwt euitabk for ita otlier st.rateqic and tactical 

*tion.. Of c o u m  it will. not '  deliver .an attack in  thrcc lines every day ; 
bat by its fitrengtlt, :organization, armament, composition, aud tactical 
efficiency i t  will aspire to t.hat noble sentiment of "camalry inde endence," 
a d  will reconliize no other mmter than the sword which i t  w i e d .  If the 
cm-alq d i v k h n  haye k e n  the inaugarahrsof a battle, then,after the Iiattle, 
they will .be tlic tnie i a s t e t s  of '.the situirtion, driving beforo tlieiii tlic 
enemy's crumbled organizatioile; just as thc'tcnipist toms the leaves.. I n  a 

ursuit the cavalry leader will be able+to venturo'even more than before cho 
kttle. H e  will fitid liiniself stmngcnough to strike out an independent linc, 
and in  so doing aill,.perlinps, n i d e  the grmtest demands on the endiirance 
of hh forces, 80 as to fag on the h k d  of the enemy's ruined massea wliercver 
he a n ,  or eveii to occupy, iii advance of him, im ortant points, wliicli tho 
a i i t i c i p t d  eneniy must tlien, ori hi3 side,. try to &. . In this citse, again, a 
judicious ttxining in dismouiited .fighting will repay, the time 'and labour 
spent on it.. 

XI.. I)edUCtiOIlS. 

'If we compare tho.loeses of 'cjlvalrj with thoee of iofaritT iri .screrc 
attacks we shall comc to'practically: t.lie b e  result.' I n  almost all serere 
actions iufaiitry hns'suffercd almost .esactl WJ much, and even in  almost thc 

38th Brigade i t  i\Lars-la-Tour, and the Guard a t  St. Privat. 
Considered tactically, howcrcr, such :a, comparison 3pIjpears' in a different 

light ; those iiifautry'rittach should hat-e h e u ,  from' atactical point of Tien-, 
defeats of the'.wailants ; they l i d  no 'direct results ; whereas, againet this, 
t.he material and moral, i.e., tactical, effect of Brcdow'aBrigade waa felt gong 
the whole French line. 
.Now, the attack of Brddow's Brigade was by no means a bur rise ; the 

French, i t  is true, could not esactly see it during its ride throUg1 the two 
depreesions ; nererthelese, they noticed it from tlie commencement by tho 
high rieing dust, which kept moving nearer and nearer pirardd them. They 
were thus prepared for something unusual Imppeniiig. Besides, the Ft ench 
infantry w.w, so to speak, fresh, iutact. nud secure on its. flank. Thus tlit 
cavalry attacked under conditions which would always bo considered in peace 

eonvinec oursclvcs of this at 
any manacuvre. .GeneraL Aloensleben .ani:'Brcdow had also evidently had 
this a preheiision, for they spokc of "sacrifiein~" the clrnlry. IIoa-ever 
high Eops they may ham placcd on tlic t&cd eifeet of the emrifice, 

atunc time, tunredow's brighde ; compare t f ie 11th Regiment :it Vionrille, tlic 
. ' 

. .  . .  

thoroughly debnrring success-we ma 
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‘36 THE CI\\”~LRY DIVISIOS 

ueithcr of them anticipatcd tlie effect u-liicli was actually prodnccd. This 
crcemled all expectation, mil coni~ilctcly surprised everyonesby its niqpitride. 
It will not do to reply to us, “Oh, yes, the Preuch iiifautry ! ” M nien are 
in  the habit of detracting froni the succes of thc Austrian cavalry a t  
c‘iistozzz with tlie words : “ 0 1 1 , ~ ~ s ~  tlie Italian infantry ! ” Dnt tliey forgct 
that we ciiiiiot attack our own rufnutry, so we nimt clcal with realities and 
not with “ i f s”  and “aids”  or iiatioiial conceit. And was tlie Prusniaii 
infantry, arnietl with breech-loaders, so rery intact after tlic a thcks of the 
1st niitl 3rd Austrian Itescrve Cavalry 1)ivisioiis at Kocnig,Rnetzl Does any 
one wid1 to . w r t  tha t?  What was i t  that causcd the suddcir intimidation 
wliicli seized the whole line 1 

In a tnctiml wnwJ Generals Alvenslebcn and Brcdou- certainly ncvei- 
inteudcd what Napo!eon I wanted at Sorno Sierra. They did not wish to 
entrust to tlicir cavalry an attack like that wliicli Napoleon I considered 
impracticible for his infantry in the latter battle. But that is not RO rnucli 
tile questioii ; the fact remains tint well led cavalry caii to-day do all tlirt 
h’apolcou I requirctl of liis troops a t  Soirio Sierra and M’aOmm, It aoultl 
be natural to suppow this conclusiou to be so eiriiple arid unanswerable that 
i t  could not fail to be self-evident to everybody ; but exactly the contniry is 
the case. Uecanse Bredow‘s brigade lost lialf of its nieu tlic action of 
cavalry in battle is looked upon as a "superfluity." Is it theu to be sup- 
p x d  that cavalry an goiuto action sitlioutsufferiiigany loss? For this loss 
18, after all, tlie only a rynicn t  in support of that idea ! Ilas any man ever 
concluded froni the numcrous defeats of W i c s  of infantry that, therefore, 
infantry mist  newr  attack agaiii ? Yet this would be cqunlly good logic. 
I~CG~USC tlic Gth Cavalry Division a t  Vionville liad 6rst to bc sent for iii 
order to profit froni tlic momentq-  situation, men conclutle that ~ i v a l r y  will 
invariably liavc to remain so far in tlic rear that it will always Iiave to be 
callctl up fitst, and that it niust in\-ari;ibly cowe up too late for siiecew. 
Why not blnuie what really deserves censure, i e . ,  tlie fact that  it stood in a 
wrong position, and that its commander was not equal to liis work 1 Yes, 
cavalry divisions should liave tlie ablest czvalr Generals, and nothing but 
abilit slionld l o  considered a recommendation &r their qqmintincnt. This 

.was EOW Frederick tlie Great nctcd with Seydlitz I l c  wits thc ablcsl, 
but also the youugest, Prussinu Gcneml ; yet, by selection nnd R recognitiori 
of his ability, he reached R position in wliicb, eveii till quite recently-in the 
cavalry esliecially-otlier considerations have, unfortuiiately placed men. 
But if we will entrust swii a semiti\-e arni as cavalry to mediocrities, tlicu 
we, at any late, have no business to derive principles for avalr$s action on 
the battlefield out of T~IEIB $uco ! 

That is turning thin s topsy t u r r r  ! Custozza, Koeniggraetz, and Vionoille 
arc tlre sources from wiic1i mvalry tactic3 must ~e regeneratecl ; for in tliese 
battles the cavalry was used in accorclance with true t a c t i d  principlcs in the 
prepantor stagc, in the dcvelo~imcnt of the figlit, and at the crisis, as well 
as after t i e  decision ; and it  cverywteie giiiiic(1 great aud substantial 
succewe~ against niuzzle- and breecli-loaders, against infnntry, artillery, and 
cavalry, against intact troops arid api i la t  victorious infaiitrj-. It8 fighting 
action, cotuparcd to otlier arms, was cerhinly seldom sliosii in other Iattlus, 

ciiliar coincidences. 
Kerertliefess, its tactical success in the bilttles no t i te rputs  tlic succrsB pf 
other m d r y  of carlier days in the shade. Thus tlie natiirc of cavalry u, 
and remains unclianpneable for tlie t a c t i d  co-o eratioii of all aniis, antl‘tliat 
must never be lost Sight of. If that is acknowPCdged, thcu tlic following can 
k tlie oiily requirements, riz. Education of cm-alry lenders (txticiane), 
trailling of tlie cavalry, rnaliocurnng powcr of the units, greaten? possible 
rapidity and prceisioii in cvolutious. All this can only bc nttaineti if the 

et  it mi ht have h e n .  It was the result of many 
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AS h CODY IS TIlE FIGIIT. ‘37 

1ulits arc con1 m=etl in peace ns they will :ippcar iii wir, n11d if tlie aJiii- 
llla~idcrs gct c 1 ‘  inrgc iii je:ice of the iustniiiieiit, wliicli will Lo givcii tatlicui 
in war. This is iudisliutnblc. It WAS Frderick’s plaii ; lieiice tlrc TYPICAI. 
cllaracter of his \diole ~ ~ v a l r y  ; of C O I I I S ~  thcrc wne n dilkiciicc even auoiig 
llis Gciicrals (Uutltleiibrock, Gcsslcr, Driesen, ~Yi i i i~ l sc l i ,  Zictlirii, Seyllitz, 
kc.) ; but.tliat must nl\vnys be the cue with crcii the best systeiu ; we cnii 
n1ivny-s bring tlic mint1 iip to n general IcvcI, Init geiiius cm iiei-cr bc rcaclird 
by riieniis of ednmtioii, ii~striiction, and pi:ictice ; niid, nltlion~li n souiitl 
qs tcm uny not give 11s n Scyllitz, e t  by practice, trniiiiiig, nrrtl ediicatioii 
1I-e  nay discover Gcslers. and Bu~hc~iLrwks. dcconliiig to Scli?riilioist 
sev~~-nl  able Iicads put togetlier niny iunkc up for tlic licatl of oiie gciiius. 

anti we niurt not orcrlook the niniii tliiuw i.e., that cavalry a n  only over- 
conic its natural ntlveisiry, the crieliiy’s mva%y’, by riiipcrior tnctic:il cficieiicy. 
‘rllis rcquircucnt will kcome iuorc and inorc cviclciit to it every thy. 

Tbe stmtcgic task is one wliich is iin~iossiLle of executioii witlioiit this 
tncticnl eflicieiicy mid without the Curni~:iiitlcr’s tliorougli kiio\vlctlgc of tlie 
c.mployiiie~it of cm-alry. Here i t  is cspccially n DTSC of nlsc?ys scckiiir: :I 
F~~cccsi  swo~tlji i  1i:ind. This, ngniii, is always tlic ritnrtiiig ~ ~ o i n t  for f u r t h ~  
ztmtc$c niissioiis, aiirl, altliou,nh diamouiitcd figlitiiig will play iio sniall l a r t  
i l l  the strategic cuplo tiieiit of civalry, yet the fiiial subjn,natioii of ilrc, 
~ ~ c i i i j - ’ ~  cnva1i-y will ou y bc attained by tlic attack. 

Tlic cavalry, whicli has grasped tlic priuciples of its ciii~~loynieiit, niitl 
\diicli lias rcnclied n high stntc of tactical triiiniiig, will tlicrefore h the 
q e r i o r  iii strategic respects. Only gire it its lic:idJ nnd it  will soon nial;c 
11 way for itself. For, ns we hnvc sd, iii 110 a1’1i1 is the co~iucctioi~ of 
atrnte$c :uid t a c t i d  action so freqiicnt a i d  direct as iu civalry. 

,\gaiii, tlic lender \vlio-b~cniise lie is iunster of his iiistrniiiciit-lias coil- 
fitlciicc iii lliuiself nnd in tiic tacticil efficiciicy of his ariu, will no 011 with 
n lielit lieart iii advniice of tlie front of t ~ i e  ~ ~ r i u y ,  tor lie is ncqn%itetl witli 
~tis~iiistrnnieiit, aiid kiiows alint lie niny claim from it. A word or two 
1110re nboiit tlisniouutcd fighting. Erl)rcsion lins to soiiic extent bccii give11 
to tlic iieccssity of ti.niiiiiig cnv:ilry iii this tluty, iii its Lciiig arined wit11 
c.nrLines. If too little ivns forincrly done in his clirectioii, wc iiiiist Le ewe- 
ful not to go too far now. It is only ~ v l i e n  nioiiiitetl that cnvdry is a spccinl 
a m ,  with d l  the adv;iiitnge.ef mid disztlv:uita~cs of such :in ariu. W r e i i  
~lisinoi~ntccl it resigns its s l~~cin l  objcct. If we \viA to ~ W C C I I  wisely iii this 
clircctiori, wo mist  exercise tlre mwlry maiiily iii eliootiiig. Of real dis- 
~nouiitctl coiulnt i t  rep i res  no more tlinn to Lc : i I h  to attack iu skiriiiisli- 
iiig line aiid to clcfcnd itself, and it xi11 kiiow Iiow to clefend itself wlieii it 
l ins lcnriit 11015- to shoot. This is tlic most iiii )orhiit tlikg ; till 1 1 0 ~  it l ins  
Lccn most i i e ~ d e c t ~ l  bccliiso it  \vas thought of jenst coiiscquciicc. But what- 
cvcr niay be 9orie, niid liowcvcr c n m ~ r y  may ~ ) c  tmiiicd aiit~ iirstrwtcc~, ivc 
iiiiist a h v c  1111, foster its iiicliiintion to the oUeusire-the oifciisive nioaiited 
nil11 clisniouiitcd. C;ivalry must kccp 011 tho inovc, iiiust go aliead, and ~iiiiit 
tliereforc do its work riiouiited or dismoiiiited, as circuiiist:uices rtquirc. 

We rcqiiiie “ s a b r c ~ t ~ , ”  in tlicir proper iiie:iiiing ; p r l i n p ,  too, t h y  uiny 
~XCOIUC a coniiterpoisc to those nisenores, of wliom \vc coiilcl well spare n 
feu-. 

XII. f h S - ! U S h .  

“Tropfen nu3 dcm Orean dcr &it, 
Schocpft d:ij Mcnxhcnkind iiiit LIrincr IInnd, 
Spiegelt doc11 dem lichto rugcwmdt, 
Sicli diriii dic ganzc Ewigkcit.”’ 

. . . -. . - - . - ~ - 
I “Witli his s i n d l  kind the clrild of iuan tl i3wj d r o p  out of the  owan of tinic, 

YOL. XSS1-i. H 
y t  011 ckri i i t j  is turncd in tlicm, nnd reflected back to thc light.” 
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9s TIIE CIVALRT DI\’ISIOS 

These pges are, to be sure, but drops out of the occm of military history, 
yet they contain the truth, niid rcflcct back the eternity of cimalry Lictim, ill 
so far as they show that cardry has at all times, from Ales;itider the Great 
tlowi to oiir tlajs, won its s1iccessc3 on tlie bnttlefield only by the S C I I ~ C  iiic;iiis, 
suited to the 11ri11ciplc~ of its eiiiployniciit. 

I have not gone iiito the qucstiou of rcgulntion formations. It is possiblc 
that some of tliein miglit be Letter ; but those laid cld,wri :ire sufliciciit to 
ninkc civah-y rapid, sharp, and f i t  to niaiIa!urre in all C-LWP 

Wliat lianipers i t  is the belief lield as to its action 0x1 the battlefield, which 
follows from insufficient instruction and t a c t i d  training of the leaders them- 
selves. Tlic iricomplctc iiistructiozi and tactic11 training are agniii the rcsults 
of aii impcrfect or anitition, and of insufficient erercising of tlic civdry iii 
y c e  ; but a11 I a f  tor cmi be srimnieti ti iii the single word ‘1 tacticians.” 
ire nowa(1ajs look at rnilitary Iiistory, aiid tlie iiistruction and training of 

Oflicem in :L different way to d i x t  \\-as tile cisc in former times. To be sure, 
we kiiow that tlio Chinese, Grccks ‘and ROI~I~IIS ,  Spini:mls and Germans, 
Dutch, Eii&li, U n n s  and Swedes, French mid Italiaiis Iiavo had their 
tactics, r r h h  liave been sprtxiil liere axid there to a grciter or I c s  esteiit 
over the earth. Yet e:icli systerii lint1 to innkc way for its siiccesior. The 
in.iiii principles of tactics on1 - aic ctcriial and immutable ; but tlic way of 
getting a t  tlierii is tlie part, whici is cipable of being clianged ailtljorgottcia. 
 hid Iiow ofteii 112s not the action of clvalrf on the field bccu rccognizecl 
and j e t  allowed to  sink hick into oblivion. I n  tlic inccssznt mutatiou of 
ererytliing of this world, mid ill the urifa\-ourablc coiidition of their time., 
everjthing, which an Alcmiitlcr tlic Grcat, a Uannihl ,  a Croniwell liad been 
:it sucli pains to bnild up, disappcaretl, .zs if it  Iind never existcd ; aiitl, until 
more moderu times, the great iiinsteiv in tlie art of war of nlliiatioiis, andof 
all ages, linye lint1 to mike a fresh start arid cvolvc the wliole tliinm out of their 
inner conscieiices. This is a Lricf rccord of the sins of tlic clisci&s of Mars, 
who are so often disincliiied to study. nfore modern days for c i d r y  date 
from tlic age of Gustavus bdolpllus ar?d Cromwell. It was reservcd for our 
ceiitury’s taste for research to collect the few I‘ drops of military Iiistory,” ant1 
out of them to re-establish n sin1 Ic mctliuin for the study of military liistor . 
The powerful irnliulae in this Jrcctioii originated more from Fretlerick r’; 
tlian froni nny 0 t h  master of war; the researches of ‘this philosophic liead 
went into the xopcr conncction of things; it was nob only in battle tliat lie 
shoeed himsed a tactician, bat lie also taiiglit othets how to become Lieticiaus, 
and how the arnms, civalry in particu!ar, mu bc brought to the standard of 
their tactic11 duty. 

It is only since Frederick tlie Great that, in addition to civalry tactics, we 
liavc had instructioiis for learninn them ; axid yet, in spite of the pheiioiiiciial 
a pcnmnce of ~a oleon I, these L v e  again sunk into S U C I ~  complete oblivioii 
t%t, notwithstaniing the les+oiis piiitctl out in modern wars, the ‘ I  spirit” 
persists in renmining in vacillation mid fe.ar. Here again the muse IS the 
snnie. The spirit slulubem ill the profession, tacticj itre chilled in peace time 
into a lifeless doctrine of forms, and the n ~ ~ c e a L l e  form triumphs but 
too ensily owr the et-er “disanreeablel’ spirit. Thc latter is dbgrceablc 
bcciuse it k i i o ~ s  iiotliing but c h i 1  rescarcli, and we know that even the 
disciples of AInN have a strong pcaccful disposition, namely : the wish not to 
be worried by clisturlms of mcntal pcnce ! Their life is so peaceful, why 
should they torment themselves with problems 1 

T h e x  p i p  have no otlier object tlim to direct attentiou to the irinwta- 
b&?y of the nnturetof ~ i v a h y ,  to its hct iml  impokince in hittle, now .as iu 
the past, provided i t  receives proper training and instruction in peace. They 
are intended to contribute towards rcsloring, above ercrytlliuo, to mvalry 
tliat fzitli aiid coiitidcnce in its arm, wliicli are tlircatcned witii Ling uiider- 
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AS A BOllY IX rue FlOl11'.

lllim.11 (if such has not already been their fate), not through modem fin',
.\ctiOllS, but through false theoretical deductions. It is hoped that their
~lfect will be to make thc cavalryman take the field as a thorough 1:(/1'(11,'1/

$olcll'er, and to llre\'cnt him forgetting in }l('acc that this time ought to be rl;r
him n school ° tactics and not of sport.

We are unmistaknbly marching on towards Ir..sh complications ; what is
dOIlC must be done quicklyl ".e have tani.,.) tOll long with uords, let lUI

110\\' nt last see cl~tde,
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