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[ 48B ] 
2PleteoroIogical Observations made at Tunbr~dge [/[rells, l~ent~ 

from the 20th to the 26th of Sept. by T. FoRswEa, Esq. 
Sept. ~ 0 , ~ W a r m  day,  with clear distances,  cumuli of  

smal l i sh  fo rm,  With cirri above~ and some cirrocumulus 
mixed .  By sunset  long and straight  clrrost~'ati in h o r i z o n .  
C lea r  n igh t  wi th  a few l ight  clouds and fal l ing stars : some 
moved  aqmost horizonal137 and left small  trains behind  ~. 

Sept. 2 1 . m F a i r  day,  wi th  a breeze ; cumulus and cumu- 
lostratus with cirri and cirrostratus towards evening.  T h e  
cumuli to day  were well defined, and the air  pleasant  amt 
warm l ike yes terday.  

Sept. ' 22 . - -Showers  very ea r ly ;  much  cloud o f  cumu- 
lostratus, &c. th rough  the day ; sun out  by t i m e s ;  nin2bi 
towards  evening.  

Sept. 2 3 . ~ F a i r  m o r n i n g  and a breeze ; much  cumulus 
and cumulostratus ;nimbi fbrmed again it~ different places,  
and  showers finished the day with l ight  gales of  wind.  

Sept. 24.-~---Still showery weather ,  rather cooler,  and ttm 
sky  general ly clouded over,  though there was not  much  ra in  
fel l .  T h e  evening  was clear with a fine breeze,  and I not iced 
some fine red t ints  in the clouds while I iding at L a n g t o n .  

Sept. 2 5 . ~ F i n e  morni  ng, small ish and wel'l defined cumuli, 
with  a stiff breeze below ; the clouds increased after noon~ 
obscured the skys and the night  became dark and windy .  

Sept. 2 6 . ~ D a r k  overcast  morn ing ,  when the eloud~ 
broke  the sun came out  by t i m e s ,  and we had a shower ; 
extensive and irregular  masses of cloud followed. T h e  
evening  was very fine ; the cirrus above showed a fine red 
light~ while some lower down were darkish ; some cumuli 
stil l  appeared at sunset ,  and the sky exhibi ted fine and va-  
r ious t ints in different places : i u s t  above the set sun a fine 
ye l low fading into an inddscr]bable but  beautiful whit ish 
co lou r ;  in an opposi te  part  of  the hor izon  a purplish hue 
appeared in the h a z e ;  near the zeni th  a rich clear l ight  
blue,  fading into a greenish colour .  

Mr. Howard mentioned to me that the~e meteors usually happened, in 
his opinion, when there was cirro*tralus in the atmosphere, althongh scanty 
and not so as to obscure much of the sky. I have generally noticed this to 
be the ease, and freque~atly ci~Tocz, mulus too when the more brilllal~t kind 
happen. The very slanti~g, indeed almost horizontal, ~.t~r which I noticed 
tonight, shot in a direction opposite to the wind below then blowing 
from the westward, and it seemed low in the atmosphere. This was aeii* 
cumstance reconcileable with Mons. De Lue's hypothesis of the cause of 
these meteors of which I have given an account in my Researches about 
Atmospheric Phmnomena, p. 92. But the rapidity with which these stars 
move, seems almost an objection to the noti,~n of tbelr being caused by tht~ 
retrograde motion of an elevated column of phosphori~e gas, set on fire at 
the top, with the burn~,ng ball returning down the eolumm This seema 
often to be forcibly thrown along like ignited bodies [;rejected by mechanical 
force; or as having aeq.,~ired v¢locit~r by gravitation ia faring from a great 
heighth. ~ I~'L" ~-OF, O " 
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