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by A. H. Howell in his monograph, “Review of American Marmots,”’ North
American Fauna, No. 37, 1915,

A short time after the marmot ¥ Fauna’’ appeared, I collested a number of wood-
chucks in Vermont and sent skins and skulls to My, Howell, who kindly examined
them, He pronounced them all (seven, if I remember rightly) Marmote monaz
rufescons und remarked that some further revision of New Tngland woodchucks
would be necessary. In his review he writes that material from northern New
Frgland iz lacking. The specimens sent Mr. Howell were from Rutland, from
Terrisburg, in the Champlain Valley, and two from Lunenburg on the east side of
the state noar the Canada line. There were none from Hartland and immediate
vieinity but it is reasonahle 10 suppose that the woodchicks there are the same a8
in Rutland, 35 miles away.—GEorGE L. K1rE, Ruilend, Vi.

ANOTHER TREE-CLIMBING WQODCHUCK

The recent article by Mr, Harold St. John in the Journal of Mammalogy
{11, No. 4, 1821, 207), concerning *‘A Tree-climbing Weodchuek” prompts me to
relate my own experience with another tree-¢limbing individual in Iowa.

On July 2, 1914, while doing some field work to which I was assipned by the
director of the Jowa Geological Survey three miles northwest of Waukon, Iowa,
I disturbed an adult woodchuck (Marmota monas monaz) which was feeding in an
open pasture. Immediately the animal gave a sort of grunt and galleped toward
s small white cale o short distance away. On arriving at the tree which was
between aight and ten incbes in diameter, it did not hestitate at all but climhbed,
without apparent difficulty, to the first limb which was at least cight feet above
the ground. So great was my surprise that I stopped and stared at the wood-
chuak for a moment, then slowly walked toward the trec. The rodent partly lay
aeross the lowermost limb eyeing me and breathing heavily after its exertion.
After watching it for a few minutes, during which time it remained in the same
position, 1 secured & heavy club and dispatched it by breaking its back so that
the skull was left intact. The latter is preserved in the University Museum as
accession no. 25697.

An examination of the greatly distended stomach revealed only clover, grass,
and other vegetation. Unfortunately I did not secure a photograph of the animal.
This species is very common io the driftless, hilly area of nmertheastern lowa
where it does eonsiderable damage and as a consequence of which a vain effort is
being made to eontrol it through the bounty system.—Davron SToNER, University
of Towa, Iowa City, Iowa.

WOOPCHIICKS CLIMB TEEES

Mr, Harold St. John, in the November, 1621, issue of the Journal of Mammalogy
relates the ease of the woodchuck, Marmota monaz preblorum, elimbing a tree and
shows & photograph as evidence. He seems to think that such an oceasion is
unique and farther states that he bad difficulty in convineing people of the fact.

I can assure Mr. St. John that I have frequently seen woodchueks climb trees.
Two or three incidents stand out vividly. When a boy on the farm at home I
on two ocoasions stoned woodehueks out of irees where some farm dogs had chased
them, AsIreeall, hoth of these chucks were small and immature, but a few years
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ago 1 saw a very large one in the top of a blaek walnut, where it had also taken
refuge from the dogs, While such cases may be unecommon, no doubt there are
many other observers who have seen woodchucks elimb trees.—CLEvELAND P.
Hickvan, West Virginia Universiiy, Morgantown, W, Vo,

MORE TREE-CLTMRING WOODCHUCKS

The note in the November Journal of Mammzalogy on & Tree-Climbing Wood-
Chuck by Mr. Harold St. John recalls an experience of the past summer, I was
engaged in listing the birds of the new Allegany State Park, Catteraugus County,
New York, when one day, July 16, 1921, T same upon a woodehuck (Marmota monaz
preblorum) about ten feet up in a dogwood tree. I had not seen the animal elimb
there, and do not know whether it climbed there because of my approach or was
already there when I approached. The tree wasaboutsixinehes in diameter, and
leaned somewhat to the soutl which was the downhill side, This tree was in the
midst of a large sized pateh of woodland, and aconsiderable distance from any open
country. I tossed a few sticks at the animal expecting it to jump or run down the
tree, but while it seemed frightened, it seemed also unwilling to leave the tree.

After this experience 1 asked athers who lived in thab vicinity the question
“Have you ever seen a woodehuck elimb a tree”?  Almost invariably 1 got the
answer “Yes,” with a statement that they often did it tocseape enemies, Re-
turning to my home in southern Cennectieut I fried the question on peoplein that
vicinity with the answer that they had never heard of sucha thing, most of them
adding that woodchucks seldom were found near trees. From this expericnce I
concluded that the tree-climbing habit in woodchucks is somethingthat isdecidedly
loeal, belonging chiefly to animals that live in wooded regions, rather than to those
that live in open country.—Aneras A. SaUNDERS, Fairfield, Conn.

THE TREE-CLIMBING HABITS OF WOODCHUCKS

In the Journal of Mammalogy for November, 1921, there is a photograph and
an excellent deseription.of a “Tree-Climbing Woodchuck.” I did not know that
it was congidered unusual for woodchueks to elimb trees, but some of my friends
think it is.

As 2 boy and young man, I lived in the hilly region of southwestern Pennsyl-
vania where woodchucks were very eommon, often becoming 2 nuisance. 1 now
recall five instances of woodchucks elimbing trees. They were all put up by
dogs and I ebserved them in every case. The first live woodchuck that I eversaow
was onc that a big dog ran up a butternut tree that grew along the border of a
woods., The ehuel was not full grown, but it went to a height of about 15 feet,
My oldest brother elimbed ihe tree and shook it down. A few years later, 1 was
one day walking with my father ihrough a woods gontaining almost & pure stand
of white oak trees.  Our dog got between » woodehick and its burrow and chased
it up one of the trees. This cak was nearly two feet in diameter with no
branches for nearly 30 feet. The chuek continued to the first stopping place, a
lzrge Jateral branch or oper fork. My father threw two or three stones at it, but
failed to hitit. The animal kept looking down at the barking dog and as it diclgo,
it hegan to shake and wobble and finaily +pymbled to the ground. This wou.ld in-
dieate, to me, that woadchueks are not familiar with high e¢limbing. This one
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