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Friday, January S, 1892. 

LICUTESAST-GENERAL SIR IZORERT BIDDULPH, G.C.M.G., C.D., 
R.A., Dircctor-Gencrd of hlilitary Education, in tlrc Chair. 

THE RUSSIAN LAXGUAGE AND LITERATURE. 

BJ- EDWARD A. CAZALET, Esq. 

PART I. 

PrLcis. 
I NUST first of all solicit indnlgcncc for impcrfcct diction nnd incrvit- 
able orriissiolis. Although an Eirglisliman and a Uritish subjcct, I 
was born and partly cducatcd in Russia, nad spokc ltussian bcforo 
knowing English. 

Experience sun csts that  thc popular notion \\-hicli attributcs special 
aptitndc to tho Slav mcc for ircquiririg lnngunges is esoggcrated. 
Tlic fact is tbnt the gymnastics of tlic torigoe, i f  the eq)ression 
may bo uscd, wliich a, cliild of any xintionalitr undcrgoev wlicn 
bcginniiig with Russian, is suficicnt to make othcr Inagun~cs corn- 
piirativcly e,isj. Dcsidcs that, Russians, Poles, &c., girc nioro 
attention  ti:^ others to tlic study of modcrn languages, aid thercforc 
t h y  know tlicm bctter. 

It i s  a truism, which bcnrs rcpctition, tlrat languages bcing mcrely 
a, mcdinm tlirougli which to :icquii*c knowledge, it is all-irii~iortnnt 
tlist they sliould bc tanglit in early cliildhood, wlicn t h y  can bc 
cnsily pickcd up, and not in latcr scars wlicn timo is rcquircd for 
moro iinportn~it studies. 

Uctwccn English :md Russian, ~rliicli a t  first appear to hare nothing 
in  coiumon, tlicrc csists a remarkable irilicrcnt similarity or nflinity 
in tlic coiistriiction of phrases. This may bc provcd by the simplc 
fact that, if you trmislatc word for word from Ihglish into Russian 
or zicc cersci, your translation, with all its defects, will bc coriiprc- 
hcrisiblc aud sometimes cvcii good, h i t ,  if sou trj tlio sawc crperi- 
mcnt with any othcr two languages, thc result, ns a rulc, will scldom 
bc satisfdory. nesidcs that, a11 Englishman pronounces Russian 
bcttcr tlinn a I;rcncl~man or Germtin. 

ncforc thc Crirnenri ~ v n r  Englislr pcoplc wcrc mow popular in 
ltussia than otlicr foreigners, nud \vhy should not thc rcvivnl of this 
good feeling bo clicouragcd ? 

A s  a nian of pence, my hcartfclt wish is that tlicrc sliould not only 
bc :L cordial, but a gruwirig good urrdcrstnuding letwccn two great 
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148 THE RUSSIAN LASCUAGE ASD LITER-LTURE. 

empires nnd nations, and I haw often thought that  this might to 
some cstciit bc promoted by a niorc widespread and iritirnatc 
knowlcdge of tlic Russian languagc and 1itcrntux.e in this country. 

To study Itussinxi rncrcly i n  order to nct ns an  interpreter i s  
scarcelj sufficient for  tho ambition of a n  intelligcrrt studcut, atid to 
keep up ovcn t lrnt  knowlcdgc prncticc is rcquiretl, as cvcry tlioiight- 
ful gentleman who has lit-cd any tiixic in Russia d l  confirm. 

Bnt how is this dcsixddc practicc to bc obtaincd ? 
A Russian “ Litcrarx Societr and Dcbotiiig Clnb,” founded i i b  

London, slioiild beconic t h e  common ground for tlic interc1i:ingo 
of useful knowlcdgc, and for tho acquisition and improvcmcnt of 
written, and most cspccinlly oral, Ilnssinn, wliicli is so diilicult to 
acquirc and, to inaintnin without constant prncticc aiid intcrcoursc. 

Nay the fullowing iuipci*fcct skctcli cscite a little interest as 
regiirds Nussinii books. A dcsirc to xv:id them in tlic originnl nnd to  
convcrsc with Russinns in thcii. own tonguc niiglit, iici*l~aps, Ee tlic 
nes t  stcp iii tho riglit direction.‘ 

Russian, i.e., Slnroniai~, in common with all Slar tongucs, fornls a 
part  of the vrist fninilr of Indo-European languages. To this group 
belong tlic? Inngunges of thc ancicnt 1ridi:ins (Zcnd), l’crsinns, 
Greeks, R~niaiis, Gcrnians, atic! Litliiinriiiins. Tlicy all originally 
came from Ccntml Asin, \vlicre tlicy fornicd one pcoplc and spoke 
onc tongue, 1% liosc c1iar:ictcristics hnve bcen lircscrnxl iii tlio ancicnt 
w i t t cn  liiiiguagc of the lIindus-tlic Sanskrit. 

All Slavs wlio in times long p i s t  Iriigratcd from Asia (Iran) to tlic 
shores of tlic Middle oiid Lower 1)anubc wcrc supposcd to corisist of 
onc penplc and to speak tlie same Innguagc. h t c r  011, iu cou- 
sequence of varions circumstanccs nnd coirditions, they becnnic sub- 
diridcd into T-nrious tribes and dialects. Tlrc learned Click S1iaf:u ick 
couiitcd twclve of tlicsc dialects, bu t  latcr authorities rcduccd tlicin 
to  scvcxi or ciglit. 

A t  tlic prcecnt time, all Slav dialects a rc  diridcd into two 
branclics, tLc South-Ensterri and tlic Wcstcrri. Ilouglily hpik ing ,  
tlic formcr, for tlic most part, ndoptcci tlic religion :uitl civilization 
of tho tircck Orthodox Church, wliilc tlic latter IYCI’C under tlic 
iuflucncc of Home. 

The origin and forriintion of the  llussinn Iangungc nppcars 1ogic:iI. 
Sla\.oniuri 1s as tlie basis ; Grcck \vords cxprtssed what liad rcfcrcnco 
to  I cligion :md Uyzantinc civiljzation ; Scandinoviiin, Latin, and 
Polish liad a passing influence ; the Jlongolinii bond:igc gavo Tatar 
words, dcaling with rmttcrs of ordinr~ry lifc, :ippurcl, hc. ; Pctcr t h e  
Great introduced many forcign words with tlic arts and sciciiccs 
wliich he :idopted from Wcstcrn Eiiropc ; Germany supplicd tlie 
vocnbu1:iry for civil and military administration ; Francc iiirnishecl 
thc p;irluncc of politc society, w l d c  l2:nglntid :ind Holland gare naml  
and liusiiicss tei*rns. 

“For ficxihilitr oE construction Rnssim is prohbly unsurpassed, 
and for poutiy i t  is beauty itsclf, bcing linrd arid soft in the samo 
proportion. It admits of ill1 r l i ~ t l i m i c ~ l  mcasurc, bcsidcs affording 
cvcry iuingin:rblc facility for rlxpc. 
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TIIE I1USSlhX LASGUAGE A S D  LITERATURE. 140 

’‘ A distinctirc fcaturc of this copious and flcxiblc tonguc is that 
tlic puivdy Russian raco from thc Whitc Sea to tho Ulack, from 
Polancl to the farthest confines of Siberia, speak with an inloim 
granim:iticnl correctness perfectly clclightfiil to cars wliicli c3ru for 
such niceties.” 

Russians of nll classes nre, as a iwle, ~nusieaI, aiid liavc n good car, 
which may partly Lo tho sccrct of coiimt enunciation. 

Little or ;\Inlo Russian is, perhaps, thc only really distinct dialect 
of importance. ‘‘ Barbarous idioms arc inconsiderable wlicn con- 
tnstcd with. thosc mct with in a11 countries of Europe.” No h’s aro 
dropped, arid tlicrc is no iissal intonation. 

(A tianslation from Lermontoff’s “ Angel,” by Mr. Pollen, of tlic 
Indihn Civil Scrvicc, and tlic original Russian verses W C ~ C  hcrc 

Hussian litcraturc begins with so-called “old time storics ” o r  h i h i ,  
wliich wcrc iiot written, but only sung by rninstrcls. 

Thcsc 1cgcndo.ry ballads dcscribo military lcadcrs and cvcn saints 
of the Chnrcli under mythological aspects. 

Next cqmc tales or skarki, which were also 01111, an9 havo a sort of 
cadence, but they nrc’mostly in unrhymed lines. 

Tlic origin of Russian spiritual lifo and thonglit is, however, 
bound up with Constnntinoplc, tho Grcck Byzantium. It was 1vit.h 
that placc that for 1,000 ycnra n-nr was constantly wngcd, anti it was 
from tliero camc thc first dawn of civilization and tho Christian 

The first rulcrs of Russia wcrc Scandinwian Vikings, Le., Norman 
advcntcrcrs, of n rncc called Vnmgo-ltus, who must hnrc invaded 
and conquwed tho country. Thcy p v c  it tlic namc of Rus, after- 
wards Rwsin. But, according to time-honourcd tradition, tlieso 
Xorman princes wcro invited by the lending citizens of No\-gorod in  
862, tlic invitation Lcing couclied i n  tho following words to Ilurili 
and his two brothers : “ Our land is largc and fcrtilc, but therc is 
no order-coinc and gorcrn us.” 

Olga, tho widom of one of Rurik‘s desccndnnts, acccptcd Chris- 
tianity from the Grcck Patriarch a t  I?yzantium, in 057. Hcr son, 
S-&stoslav, rcjcctcd Christianity, but tiis son, Vladimir tho Saint, 
married Anne, tho sister of tho Grcek Emperors Bnzilius and Con- 
stantine, and introduced tlic Christian fnith, by first baptizing his 
army ncnr tlic prcscnt sita of Scbastopol, and afterwards by forcing 
the inhabitants of Kicv and Novgorod to bo christencd wholesrlo in 
tho rivcrs. 

The first zcriffeie mmziscript is said to bc a copy of the GOS~C~S,  
writtcn a t  Novgorod in 1056. It x-as copied from- the original 
Slavoiiic translation, which tho monks Saints C p i l  and Methodins 
had madc from the Greek Testament. 

Scrmons appcarcd, composed in imitation of tho Grcck Byzantine 
preachers, who liad transmitted to Russia their florid style, through 
the rnodium of Bulgarian and Scrviari translations. 
, Polemics, and abuso of thc Latins, estranged Russia from Westcrn 

Europe. 

read.) 

rcli-‘ “10 I I. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
A

ri
zo

na
] 

at
 1

1:
15

 0
2 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
01

5 



150 TIIE RUGSTAS L-ISGUAGE AXD LITElIhTljRE. 

To tho 11th century i s  nscribcd tlic Cliimnicle of Kcstor and otlicr 
i ~ : t r r n t i ~ s  conipilcd by monks, which scrvcd ns mntciinls for history. 

\%dimir Jlnnotnnkli’s (1113-1125) “ Pouclicriic ” or “ Dook of In. 
striiction,” describcs Slavonic lifc Lcforc tlic BIongols conqucrcd 
Russia. 

“Sloro o polku Egorori‘,” n pcxn in prosc, dcprecntcs internal 
w;irfnrc among tho xiuxncrous j ic t t j  autocrats, nud rch tcs  xgor’s 
cainpign against tho 2’dvozi in 1185. 
‘‘ Zadonstchinn ” is the  victorious march of Uniitry Donskoi ngninst 

tlic Tntnrs. 
Tllc tcnlpornrr snbrcrsioxi of Itussia by tlic Mongols 01. Tntars 

grcntly rctnrdcd civilization. 
Book lcnroing is trnnsfci-rcd from Kicv to BIoscow about thc 16th 

ccnturr. 
Tlic printing prcss is cstnblisbed at Blcscow, in 1 5 6 1 , l ) ~  Ivan tlic 

Tarriblc. 
In 1581 tho first complcto vcrsioii of -tlic Biblc in Slnvonic 

q~penrs. 
d b  Uornostroi.” by tlic monk Sjlvcstci; initiates us into tho cruclty 

:uid tyranny of domestic lifc. 
I n  tlic 17th ccntury, 1hibnsov, Katcsliikin, Iirizhcinicli, and Simcon 

l’olctoki WCFC tlic most prominent writcrs. 
Bcforc Petcr the Great, thc Ac:idcmy, lntcr tlic Uiiivcrsity, of Kicv 

was tlic only ccntrc of Iiiglicr cducntion. Hc introduccd tho vcrnnculnr 
instcnd of tho Chuidi Inriguagc. Thc first ncwspnpcr, “ The St. 
Putcrsbiirg Gnzcttc,” nppcnrcd i n  1703. 

His coi-rcspondcnco with Prince h’urbslii is curious. 

Bcforc Catlicrinc I1 tlic most pro~nixiciit nutliors \rcrc :- 
I’rincc Kanteniir, \vho tcmslntcd IIoincc, mid ~ O X I I ~ O S C C ~  satires.. 
Lomoiiosov, :I fishcrmnn’s son, advanced scicncc, mrotc odes, nud 

formcd tlie Inugungc. S-c. 
Tntischcv tried to writc a “ Itussian History from tho most Ancient 

‘I‘imcs ; ” Trcdinkorski composctl nil cpic, “ ’l’clcmnkhidn.” 
Suxn:ii*okov, Kninjnin, and Uy;.fiskor (tlic first actor was Yolkoi-, 

wlio foulidcd n tlierrtrc) wcrc prolilic writcrs. Hcruilitzcr \vns thc 
ciirlicst fabulist. 

I n  Cntlicrinc 11’s reign, Dcrjnrixi, tlic poct, and VonVizin, n writcr 
of comcdics, ~vcrc  most proniinent. Cntlicriiic, licrsclf, cornposcd 
dramns, opcr;~s, and sntircs, :tlso criticisms oil Frco Mnsonry and 

Karnnizin wrote :I liistdry of Russia down to Xichcl Nornnnoff, 
Hc wrote popular tnlcs in :in 

Thcosoplty . 
tlio nuccstor of tho lircseiit dynasty. 
CWJ-, flO\\’illg StJle. 

Cincdich’s trnnslntion of the “ 1li:id ” is correct, but 1ic:~ry. 
Ozoruftk: tragcdics : i d  Dmitricli’s fnblcs arc nlso wort11 nicntioning. 
Krilor is o w  of tho greatest fabulists of any coun tg .  (Somc 

trarislntions of his fnblcs, and Gogol’s opinion of him, were read out.) 
Zukovski was an  clcgniit poet, wlio timslntcd Schillcr, Tom 

Noorc, 6;c. Hc was tliu tutor of tlic lntc Czar Alcsnndcr 11. 
Alcxandcr Puslikin (l‘iO!J-l837) was tlic most ~intio~ial  and 

grcatcst poct. “Eugcnc OIicgin,” ‘I Captain’s Dnnghtcr,” “Boris 
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THE IlUSSlBS IASGUAGE AXD LITERdTUItE. 151 

I Ic  was killcd in Godouuo~,” &c., wcrc liis most proniiiicxit worl;s. 
:1 ducl bJ- n Frcnclllllnxl. 

. Lcrnioiitov (1814-lS41) was niiothcr Iicnvcn-born poct. 
His ‘‘ Dcrnon,” n pocm, nnd “ IIcro of our  Time,” n now1 rlcscrip- 

ticc of thc C:~urnsus, nrc mnstcrpicccs. H c  \\’as also killcd i n  n 
dacl \\-lien only 27 years of ngc. 

“ Voinnrovski,” Clic 
iicplicw of Jlnzeppn nxid nu cxilc in Sibcria, is thc  Iiero of onc of his 
~’ocnls. 

ltclecv WRS onc of the leaders in the rcroliition against Nicliolns I 
in 16’25. 

Biliilsky wns R critic of sngncity, who first uxidcrstood tlic genius 
of Poslikixi :itid Gog01. 

A1cs:indcr Grebocdov wrote “ Gorc o t  oumn,” i.e., Gricf from wit, 
:L satirical comcdy about JZoscow aristocratic socictg. It is tcrsc and 
“ familiar ns liouseliold ~ords .”  Hc \\.as murdcrcd at  Tchcriui, wlicrc 
110 was Ambassador, in 1S29. 

Xicliolns Gogol (18O!I-185!?), wiis n most original :iutlior, who 
wrote ‘: Dcnd Sods,” n novel, and ” Itcvizor,” a comcdy satirizing 
bribery nrid trickcry of “ cliinovriiks.” “ Tams I3oulb.z “is a pocrical 
now1 of Cossack lifc. l ic  is said to hnrc  contcmp1:itcd writing a 
history of Littlc Russia, liis nntivc lnnd, but it was iiot rcnlizcd. 

As tlic origin and tlic history of tlic Cossacks arc riot generally 
known, pcrliaps tho following outline may 1)c of intcrcst. 

liiissinu clirunicles first rriciitioii tlie word IGmzl; in the reign of 
Vnssily Tcrnnoi (thc Blind) in 1444. 
In Turkish 7(hzak mcnxis a robber, but in Tntnr merely an :wined 

man. It wns thc iinxno given to  irrcgnlar troops cmplojcd 0x1 tlic 
froxiticr in  tlic Ukrninc, in Soutlicrii ltussia, priricipnllg to  wrtcli 
tlic movcrncnts of tlic Tntais. 

Ucsidcs tlicse, :ixiotlici* clnss of Cossncks was forrncd of Russinxi 
:md otlicr i*unnu-ajs, wlio \vnritcd to lcad a frcc-lootcrs’ life in tlio 
steppes. 

‘l’hcy clcctcd cliicfs called 1Ictninns (Atnxnnni), robbed tlic cnxavnns 
and rircr bnrgcs ctf I’olnxid axid Russin, and attacked tlic ‘Mars  :ind 
iioni:idic tribcs. 

1x1 tho 36th cciitury tlicy occiipicd tlio ,soiitlicrn stcppcs of thc 
Ukrnine and ~ r e r c  divided into two p ix i r ip1  branches : tlic 
Cossiicks of thc Don and tliosc o f  tlic Diiicpcr (or bIdo.Iiussinn). 

Tlie fornicr consisted mostly of Russians, and thc latter of Lithu- 
aniims and 1’oIcs. 

Tlic Kings of I’ol:ind saw tlic importancc of utiliziiig tlicsc 
Cossncks as n bnrricr against tlic Tatnrs, :iiid thcrcforu cnde;ivourcd 
to ilivitlc tlicni ixito disciplincd regiments. Tlic h , d  LIctninii was 
confirmed, if not r~oxiiixiatcd, by tlic Kiiig ( I f  Polmd,  but thc Iiittcr 
did iiot practicnllg cscrcisu xiiucli rcnl authority over tlic Cossack cliicf. 

Tlic ~o-cnllcd Znporoginn Cossaclis (:a p r o p m i ,  i.c., bryoud thc 
rapids or cntnr:icts of tho Unicpcr) suliniittcd to 110 foreign powci; 
and iwru the riucleus-the Iiairt and soul-of tlic rcnl Cossacks; 

Relccv wmto pocws of a political chaixctcr. 

-- 
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162 THE RUSSIAX LAXiOUAGE XYD LITERATURE. 

l3clom Kiev tlic Dnicpcr r u n s  through wild and dcsolnto stcppcs. 
'Its watcis, pent u p  betwccn liigli bnnks, rush over black rocks, form. 
ing catnncts or porogi. Lo~vcr down tlic r ircr bcaomcs wide, tlic 
currcnt sluggish, tlie aliorcs low and flat, numerous islaods llc liidclcii 
by high rushcs, offering .z safc aid secluded rctrcat, btcnusc, on 
accouut of shdlow watcr, thcy can only bc approacliccl i n  \-cry srnnll 
boats 01' CarlOCS. 

Uerc was tlic nest and cradle of tho Zaporogian Cossacks, and the 
spot wlicrc thcy Lid tlicir booty. Thcy formed n kind of brotlicrhood 
and \wrc guided by quaint and most original laws. Tlic 1icndqu:irtcrs 
wcrc situatcd on o m  of tlic islands arid wcrc called Sefclt, linring tlie 
nppe:irancc of a fortified camp. 

The I'ekh, or Rudi, was B sort of governing body in which the 
sn~ircnic power was vcstcd. l t  clccted tlic principal, or Iioshecoi 
&tcaiun, I\-110 cscrciscd unlirnitcd powcr ovcr tlic army i r i  time of 
war. 

Tlicp lived in wiprams, mndc of braiiclics of t r c q  but lind 
mcssvs in common. Every iicw couicr J Y ~ S  ncccptcd, providcd -hc 
bclongcd to tho Ortliodon Church, and hc \v:ts frcc to go or to reinnin 
ns long :IS lic p h s e d .  Cossacks ivcrc supposed to bc un~narricd, and 
womcii wcrc not :illowed in tlic sefch, undcr pain of death. 

Sometimcs thcsc ndrcnturcis floatcd do\rn tho nnicpcr in their 
boats, cdlcd c h i l i ,  or sea-gulls, to tlic Black Sealand lootcd Turkish 
villages. 

Tlic Sultan thrcatcncd tlic King of Polaiirl with rcprisals. 
Fortrcsscs were, thcrcforc: crcctcd by tho Polcs near tho cat:ii*ncts, 
and cndcavours wcrc inndc to convcrt tho Cossncks to Iloinnn 
C:itliolicism. Tlicsc xne:isurcs led, howcvci*, to continued warfare, 
whicli cndcd in tlic :ippnirnt pncificntion of tlic Cossacks, but i n  
rcnlity so\\ccl tlic seeds of tlio' licrcc seruggle bctwccn tlic Itussian 
Orthodor aud Iiornan C:itholic Churches in South-Eastcrn liussin, 
wliicli underniincci Poland, aiid finally led to its downfnll. 
In tlic l i t l i  ccnturj, tlicrc was :L whole rictaork of thc Cossack 

sjstcm, not only in tlio Ukr:~iiic, bu t  cstcriding all ovcr Southern 
Russia and cnibr:icing thc lands J ~ o n t  tho Rivers Don, h i l i ,  Oural, 
and c w n  Sibcrin. 

TIieir dcprcdntious could not  be clicckcd, and It-crc only partially 
dimiuishcd by the formation of two partics in tlic Cossack populn- 
tion of tlic Don: tliosc \vho l i d  Iioiiscs, n r i d  tliosc wlio Iind nothing. 
The foruicr wanted pence niitl quict, but the latter, wliosc ranks wcrc 
daily incrsnsing by fugitives :uirl dcscrtcrs from nll p:irts of Russia, 
tliirstcd for robbery niid war nsnixist tlie Govcriirncnt. 

Tlicir dcsiro to liavc an : i l l c  lcadcr was rcnlizcd in tlio person of 
onc Stcpan (or Stcnks) llazin, n coxnnion Cossack of great energy 
and daring. IIe conqiicrcd several tomis on t l i cVolp ,  pushcd on to 
tlic Ciispintl Sca, pnctratcd into Persia, wliencc lic returncd laden 
with lout and prisoncrs. 

31any Bnporoginns joined tlic incn of  thc DOU, scizcd ships on t h e  
Volga, took tlic town of S:iratoff, and wcrc joiiicd by tlic country 
population, as Ihz in  pretended that tlic Czarcvicli Alcsis (who wa,, 
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already dcad) and tlic Patriarch X k o n  (who liad been deposed) wcre 
with him, that Iiu ~i-ould niaintaiu tkc Old Churcli books, and rob the 
rich to assist the poor. 

Tho rcbcllion spread far and iridc. Ultimatcly, Raziri was 
defeated bp I’riucc Uariatinsky’s regular army. Rnzin ran away to 
tho Dm, but \.;as linntlcd over to tlic Gorernnicut by the Hctman 
Jakorlcff. Astrakhan was tlic last rcsort licld by tlic rcbcls. 

A sliort time bcforc tlicsc cvciits, tho Zaporogian and othcr 
Cossacks, nndcr tlic command of thcir Ataman Bogdnn LImclnitzki, 
also :L common Cossack, wlio had sworn cninity to tLc Polisli 
nobility, lcd by I’rinco Visliricvctcki, raiscd fire and braid, and, 
:ridcd bj-. tlic Tatar Khan of tlic Crimca, defeated the Polish nrniics 
in scvcral engagcmcnts. But, on niccting with rcvcrscs, Huielnitzlci 
addrcsscd himsclf to Russia-for assistance, wliicli .finally resiiltcd in 
Little Russia and tlic Cossacks Icing incorporated with Russia and 
turned into a barrier against Poland. 

In Pctcr thc Great’s timc tlic Hctlnan Mazcppa rcvoltcrl and 
joined Charles XTI, bat was dcfcatcd a t  Paltava. 

In Catherine 11’s rcign anotlicr COSSRC~, who could ncitlicr rcad 
nor writc, by tiamc Ernelinn L’ougachcU; on thc Aik, ncnr tlic Oural, 
gavc liirnsclf out to bo Pctcr 311, whosc death was disbelieved in  
rcmotc regions of tho Izmpirc. Preaching \yai. against tlic Emprcss 
mid thc nobility, wlio, lic &I, prcrcntcd his doing g o i d  to poor 
people, rind proiriising nssistancc to tho laliouring classes, this d:iring 
robbcr raiscd an in~mcusc rcbcllion, conquered mauy towns, and, 
nftcr having dcfcatcd scvcral Gcncrals, mas at Inst tnkcu prisoncr 
and brought in an iron cagc, like a wild beast, to Bioscow, wlicrc Iic 
was hung,. drawn, nnd quartcrcd. This mutiny is wcll described by 
Pushkin i n  “Tho Captain’s Dauglitcr,” and in his notcs on thc 
history of PugaelicfYs rerolt. 

Tlic Zaporogian Cossacks WCIX dispcrscd, but many otlicrs near tho 
Black Sea, in the Caucasus, h., wcre forrncd, more on thc basis of 
ordinary troops. 

A ccrtain amount of sclf-govcmmcnt \\-as left to the Cossacks of 
thc Don, tlic Hcir Appnrent to tlic Russian tlirona bearing tlio title of 
their hoxioxwy IIctrnnri ; but of lato years, the land of tho Don, likc 
other portions of the Empire, is rcduccd to t h o  snmc dcnominator as 
tlic other govcrnmcnts of Russia. 

I n  by-gonc dnjs, songs about Cossack hcrocs formed a rough 
litcrclture of its own iu thc Ualo-Russian languagc, or rather dialcct. 

So niuch for tho Coss.wks. D
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