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Abstract

In this paper, | attempt to present a cognitive-
metaphysical model of human agency by
mapping the mechanics of perception onto the
Genesis creation narrative and the Christian
Trinity. Challenging the classical one-way
filtering models such as behaviorism (Stimulus >
Response) and passive representationalism, |
argue that human perception is a dynamic act of
carving structured order out of the raw potential
and chaos that surrounds us.

Building upon foundational interdisciplinary
work linking myth, neuroscience, and psychology
(Jung, 1959; Peterson, 1999), this paper extends
those concepts into an operational, biologically
grounded Trinitarian framework.

This thesis wouldn't be possible without the



grounding shoulders of giants.

God the Father is established as thea priori
constraint and structure we are born into; the
Holy Spirit is formless potential (tehom—The
Abyss); and the Son is the embodied Logos—the
conscious agent articulating chaos into order by
way of the word.

Grounded in quantum mechanics (Torrance,
1981; Polkinghorne, 2004) and neurobiology
(Gibson, 1979; Friston, 2010), | demonstrate how
hypothalamic novelty detection and
dopaminergic reward pathways frame human
'meaning" as the biological driver and feedback
signal of successful creation, ultimately
resolving free choice at the intersection of
structure, potential, and volition.



1. Introduction: Building on the
Archetypal Substrate

Do we possess free will?

It is an ancient question—one half of humanity
cherishes it, while the other dismisses it as an
illusion. We wage an endless war of ideas over
ownership of our choices, yet amidst the
conflict, a quieter question remains: Do we even
understand what we are fighting for?

Standard debates tend to freeze free will in a
rigid binary, pitting pre-determined
neurochemistry against pure randomness.

Yet long before we engage in abstract
philosophical debate, we practice an immediate,
operational form of agency daily. Every morning,



we roll out of bed, directly into personal pockets
of formless chaos—a confrontation, a
conundrum, a challenge. We use our attention
and language to transform that confusion into
something clear, meaningful, and usable. This
isn't just a practical survival trick. It is a daily,
micro-scale repeat of the opening lines of
Genesis.

For millennia, creation myths have attempted to
map this psychological reality. As Heidel (1951)
documented, Genesis inherited its backdrop

from ancient Near Eastern traditions like the
Babylonian Enuma Elish, where existence begins
as a terrifying ocean of chaos named Tiamat.
Genesis reinterprets this deep ocean as tehom—
the unmapped abyss—surging with tohu wa-
bohu (formless potential/chaos). Carl Jung
(1959) later recognized that these cosmic
stories are archetypal maps showing how



human awareness carves light out of the dark
unconscious. He turned this inwards on the self—
a process Jung called "integration of the
shadow."

Jordan Peterson (1999) tied this framework
directly to neuroscience, demonstrating how our
brains naturally react to unmapped territory. He
showed us that the story is essential and hero
myths are evolutionary user manuals for human
neural hardware—encoding how our brains
naturally process threat and novelty, friend or
foe, the known and the unknown.

Building directly on this interdisciplinary
foundation, my paper aims to take the next step:
converting the Christian Trinity into a functional
cognitive model that explains how we perceive
reality, navigate chaos, and ultimately exercise
genuine free will. | hope to transcend the rigid



determinist-randomness binary by formulating a
biological and physical blueprint for human
agency.

2. The Triad of Cognitive Reality

When classical theology approaches the Trinity,
it frequently treats the Godhead as a static
ontological mystery—defining God in abstract,
metaphysical categories like Thomas Aquinas’s
Actus Purus or Augustine’s interior
psychological triquetra of memory, intellect, and
will. While these classical dogmatics preserve
essential orthodoxy, they often leave the

Godhead feeling disconnected from how a
human being actually experiences the world
moment by moment.

If we map the Godhead onto human agency, we
can extract a practical, operational framework



that explains how consciousness engages
reality:

2.1 God the Father: A Priori Structure and
Boundary Conditions

God the Father represents the underlying
architecture, invariant natural laws, and
boundary conditions into which consciousness
is born. What we are "thrown" into (Martin
Heidegger, 1927). In classical terms, this is the
realm of divine decree; in cognitive terms, it is a
priori constraint.

Without fixed structure, choice becomes entirely
meaningless. If physical laws or moral
consequences shifted unpredictably every
microsecond, an intentional move could never
yield an intended outcome; agency would
collapse into pure, directionless entropy. The

Father provides the unyielding groundwork—the



rules of the game—that allow action to carry
weight and consequence.

2.2 The Holy Spirit: Generative Potential and the
Tehom

The Holy Spirit hovers over the face of the
tehom (Genesis 1:2). Representing formless,
unmanifested potential, the Spirit is the wide-
open horizon of what could be. Where classical
pneumatology emphasizes the Spirit as the
dynamic breath or giver of life, a cognitive
framework understands the Spirit as the infinite
field of unscripted possibility.

Without this generative, open-ended potential,
reality defaults to a dead, mechanical
determinism—a universe locked strictly into past
cause and effect. The Spirit preserves the open
domain of the future, ensuring that the canvas of
existence is never fully painted.



2.3 The Son: The Embodied Logos and Cognitive
Articulation

The Son operates as active, embodied
consciousness operating directly within the
world. Where ancient Mesopotamian myths like
the Enuma Elish required Marduk to physically
hack Tiamat to pieces with weapons, Genesis
introduces a radical cognitive shift: creation is
accomplished through speech.

The Son—the Logos made flesh—confronts the
dark, surging waters of fehom through
articulation. By observing, naming, and
categorizing the raw unknown, consciousness
speaks "the Word," collapsing fuzzy, ambiguous
potential into defined, structured reality. The Son
is the active bridge, bringing the infinite
possibilities of the Spirit into harmony with the
unyielding laws of the Father.



2.4 The Physics of Becoming: Quantum
Manifestation and Temporal Governance

This Trinitarian model is not merely a
psychological metaphor or archetypal narrative;
it mirrors the fundamental mechanics of
physical reality mapped by modern quantum
mechanics and quantum information theory
(Torrance, 1981; Polkinghorne, 2004). In
classical Newtonian physics, the universe was
envisioned as a mechanical clockwork
mechanism—deterministic, fully predictable, and
devoid of genuine open-ended potential.
Quantum theory completely dismantled this
static ontology, revealing a cosmos where
physical systems transition from continuous
fields of infinite probability into definite,
localized, and dynamically governed outcomes
through relational interaction.



| Unformed Potential Field (The Tehom) ]
v Phase |: Observation / Light

[ Localized Form / Spatial Being |

v Phase ll: The Word / Logos Frequency
[ Directed Motion / Temporal Becoming ]

2.4.1 Ontological Superposition and the Tehom
of Probability

Before a physical system is observed or
interacts with its environment, it exists in a state
of superposition. In quantum mechanics,
superposition describes a condition where
multiple contradictory possibilities coexist
simultaneously within a continuous field of
potential. The physical state is not "nothing," nor
is it a finished "thing"; rather, it is a mathematical
landscape of raw, unactualized probability.
Physically and cosmologically, this



superposition serves as a precise structural
equivalent to the biblical tehom—the formless,
unmapped ocean (tohu wa-bohu) over which the
Spirit hovers in Genesis 1:2. As quantum
physicist Carl Friedrich von Weizsacker (1980)
noted, raw potentiality represents a fundamental
layer of physical reality prior to spatial definition.
Theoretical physicist John Archibald Wheeler
(1990) famously summarized this transition as
"It from Bit," arguing that every physical "it"
(every particle, object, or event) derives its
existence from information transfer—the
extraction of binary answers out of fuzzy,
unformed potential.

2.4.2 Phase |: Spatial Manifestation and the Act
of Light

Observation (Light) + Unformed Potential =
Localized Form



The first phase in the physical actualization of
reality addresses how spatial presence comes
into existence out of probabilistic chaos.

In quantum decoherence theory (Zurek, 2003),
an isolated quantum system remains trapped in
superposition until it undergoes an
environmental interaction or measurement. The
act of observation—whether mediated by
photons of light, thermal energy transfer, or
conscious measurement—acts as the primary
catalyst of actualization (Stapp, 2007). When
light scatters off a system, it strips away
competing probabilistic options, forcing the
fuzzy wave of potential to collapse into a single,
concrete location in space.

This physical process directly embodies the
theological doctrine of divine illumination:

e Genesis 1:3 ("Let there be light"): Light is
introduced before specific objects (like the



sun or stars) are formed. Light acts as the
foundational condition of visibility, boundary,
and spatial definition—the principle that
transforms formless chaos into observable
reality.

e John 1:4-5, 9 ("The true light that gives light
to everyone"): Light is framed as the active
agent that shines in the darkness, bringing
unmanifested existence into concrete
manifestation.

In our cognitive-metaphysical model,Light
represents the act of spatial actualization. It
converts unmanifested potential into static
existence (Being), pin-pointing wherereality is
anchored.

2.4.3 Phase Il: Temporal Governance, Frequency,
and the Logos

The Word (Logos) + Localized Form = Directed
Motion



Establishing where an object exists in space is
insufficient to build a functioning cosmos. A
localized spatial coordinate is completely static—
a single, frozen frame in time. On its own, static
location possesses no velocity, no trajectory, and
no capacity to evolve into the future.

To transition from static existence Being) into
dynamic, purposeful movement (Becoming),
physical reality requires a second fundamental
principle: temporal governance.

In quantum mechanics, movement and
momentum are strictly driven by wave

frequency, phase syntax, and governing physical
laws. A localized point in space carries no
momentum until it is endowed with a frequency—
a rhythmic vibration or wave-number. "The Word"
(Logos) functions as this structural frequency
and governing law:



e The Logos as Cosmic Syntax (John 1:1-3;
Colossians 1:17): In classical Johannine
theology, the Logos is the divine, rational law
in whom "all things hold together." It is not
merely a spoken phrase, but the structural
syntax of creation.

e Governing Time Evolution: In physical
systems, time evolution is dictated by
fundamental conservation laws and
operators that determine how a state moves
from one moment to the next (Peacocke,
1993; Russell, 2008).

If observation (Light) determineswhere a
system is, the Logos determines where itis
going. "The Word" provides the harmonic syntax
and laws of motion that turn a frozen snapshot
into a coherent, purposeful path through
spacetime.

2.4.4 Conjugate Complementarity: Being,



Becoming, and the Imago Dei

Rather than treating physical reality as a
collection of isolated, static objects, this
framework honors Heisenberg's Principle of
Complementarity (Bohr, 1958). In quantum
physics, Position (where something is) and
Momentum (where something is going) are
conjugate variables—two complementary
aspects of a single underlying reality that cannot
be fully localized at the exact same instant.

Physical Theological Psychological
Domain Category / Cognitive
Function
Superposition Tehom / Unmapped
Field Holy Spirit potential, raw

novelty, open
future



Observation
/ Collapse

Frequency /
Wave Law

Conservation
Laws

Light /
Manifestation

The Logos /
The Son

God the
Father

possibilities.

Attention pin-
pointing
spatial
location
(Being).

Linguistic
categorizatio
n giving
trajectory
(Becoming).

A priori
boundary
conditions
and invariant
rules of
reality.



This physical relationship resolves the classical
theological tension between static form and
dynamic evolution (Moltmann, 1996). Spatial
observation establishes Being by defining
concrete boundaries, while the Logos
establishes Becoming by supplying the
structural law of motion.

When human consciousness engages the world
—facing confusion (tehom), applying focused
attention (Light), and speaking truth (Logos)—it
directly participates in the physical and spiritual
mechanics that allow an ordered universe to
continuously actualize out of chaos.

This dynamic interplay between unformed
potential, observational manifestation, and
governing law is not merely a cosmological
abstraction; it is the exact structural template
upon which human neurobiology is constructed.
What quantum physics describes at the scale of
physical fields and state actualization, cognitive



neuroscience observes at the scale of neural
prediction and perceptual action (Stapp, 2007;
Friston, 2010). The human mind does not sit
outside this cosmic machinery as a passive
spectator recording a finished world; rather,
through the mechanics of predictive processing
and active inference (Clark, 2013), our neural
architecture functions as the localized biological
engine of this very transition. To understand how
human consciousness participates in
actualizing order out of chaos, we must turn
from the physical laws of cosmological
manifestation to the neurobiological hardware
that executes this process moment by moment
in daily perception.

3. Action-Oriented Perception and
Predictive Neurobiology

Standard psychology long treated the human



mind like a passive camera: an object exists out
in the world, your eyes record the objective
pixels, and your brain simply reacts (Stimulus
\rightarrow Response). Modern cognitive
science has completely dismantled this passive
model. Ecological psychology (Gibson, 1979)
and predictive processing frameworks (Friston,
2010; Clark, 2013) confirm that we do not
perceive static, neutral objects; we perceive
affordances—what the environment allows us to
do.

What sits before you at any given moment is not
a finished, pre-packaged scene, but a dense,
chaotic field of unmapped potential. The human
brain operates as a prediction engine, constantly
generating top-down models of the world to
minimize sensory entropy (free energy).

This metaphysical transition from raw potential
into structured reality is hardwired directly into
your neuroanatomy:



[ Unmapped Novelty / Chaos ]

(Hypothalamus / Limbic) — Alarm / Arousal
Signal

(Prefrontal Cortex) —= Attention & Verbal
Articulation

(Dopaminergic System) —» Reward Signal
("Meaning")

[ Structured Order / Affordance |

1. Novelty Detection and Threat Response:
When your predictive models fail—when you
step into unmapped territory, your personal
tehom—the hypothalamus and limbic system
immediately fire up. This registers an acute



surge of physiological arousal, marking the
unknown as a simultaneous mix of danger
and latent promise (Peterson, 1999).

. Executive Articulation: The prefrontal cortex
steps in to deploy focused attention. By
applying linguistic categories and visual
filters, it down-regulates chaos, isolating
actionable sub-goals out of the confusing
environment.

. Transformation and Dopaminergic Feedback:
As conscious focus successfully categorizes
that chaos into usable affordances, the brain
activates the dopaminergic reward pathway.
Subjectively, you experience this
neurochemical release as a profound sense
of meaning. Meaning is not a decorative
emotion or a philosophical luxury; it is your
brain’s precise biological confirmation that
your consciousness has successfully spoken
order into chaos.



4. Addressing Counter-Arguments:
The Libet Problem and Determinism

Any operational model of free choice must
address the classic neuroscientific objections
that claim agency is merely a post-hoc illusion.
The most famous of these originates from
Benjamin Libet's seminal experiments in the
1980s (Libet et al., 1983).

4.1 The Readiness Potential Challenge

Libet demonstrated that an unconscious brain
wave—the readiness potential (RP)—
accumulates in the motor cortex up to 350-500
milliseconds before a participant consciously
reports the urge to flex their wrist. Hard
determinists frequently cite this as proof that the
physical brain makes the decision
autonomously, while conscious awareness



fact.
Libet's Timeline:

[ Unconscious RP Build-up ] — (350ms) —= |
Conscious Intention ]| — (200ms) — |
Motor Action |

4.2 Resolving Libet via Triadic Perception

This deterministic conclusion suffers from a
fundamental category error: it mistakes trivial
motor triggers for the holistic process of human
agency. Pushing a button or flexing a wrist on
command in a featureless laboratory setting
requires no engagement with meaningful chaos;
it is an isolated motor loop executing an already-
accepted constraint.

When reframed through our triadic cognitive
model, free choice is not an instantaneous,
arbitrary "wrist flick" popping out of nowhere.



Volition operates as the continuous tuning of
attention and predictive filters over time:

e Pre-configuring the Filter: The Son
(conscious agency) does not act at minute t
= 0 during the motor twitch; rather,
consciousness sets the intentional
framework long before the action occurs.
You choose which domain of potential to
face, establishing the cognitive parameters.

e The Steering Vector: Conscious agency acts
as a veto and steering mechanism over
incoming potential. Libet himself noted that
consciousness retains a "free won't'—the
power to veto the readiness potential in the
final 100 milliseconds before execution.

e Agency as Orientation: Free will is not the
uncaused creation of energy; it is the
deliberate orientation of attention. By
choosing where to look and how to name



what we confront, we alter the baseline
neurochemistry through which future
readiness potentials are generated.

5. Free Choice and the Imago Dei

This triadic framework resolves the classic
puzzle of free will, which usually gets trapped
between strict determinism (where choices don't
matter) and pure randomness (where choices
have no meaning). Volition lives right at the
midpoint of the Trinity:

e TheFather sets up the immovable rules so
your actions carry predictable, real-world
consequences.

e TheSpirit holds open the wide horizon of
unwritten potential so your future isn't pre-
scripted.

e TheSon sits in the middle as conscious
awareness, evaluating open potential



against fixed structure to make an
intentional move.

Being made in the/mago Deiisn't a passive label
or an abstract state of grace; it is a biological
and spiritual job description. You aren't a
spectator watching a finished universe unfold.
Every time you face confusion, discipline your
focus, and speak the truth, you repeat the
primordial act of creation: standing on the
Father's structure, looking out at the Spirit's
infinite potential, and speaking the ordering
Word of the Son.
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Anticipated Committee Questions & Counter-
Strategies

e '|s equating quantum decoherence with
divine illumination a category error?”

o Defense: Clarify that this is an ontological
structural parallel grounded in quantum
information theory (Wheeler’s "It from Bit"
and Zurek's decoherence), not a claim that
human consciousness literally collapses
atomic wave functions across the room.
The physical universe operates on



information transfer, which mirrors the
cognitive transition from unmapped
potential to defined reality.

e "How does your model avoid falling into

Cartesian dualism?”

o Defense: Ground the argument in active
inference and non-reductive physicalism
(Friston, Clark). The brain is a prediction
engine integrated with its environment.
Mind and body are unified: the prefrontal
cortex and dopaminergic systems are the
physical hardware executing the biological
role of the Logos.

e "Why use Trinitarian theology over a
standard tripartite psychological model?”

o Defense: Standard triadic psychological
models describe internal processing but
lack a bridge to physics and ontology. The
Trinity provides a complete framework
that simultaneously accounts for invariant



physical law (Father), open future
potential (Spirit), and mediating conscious
agency (Son).



