parent are transmitted to the offspring
in whole or in part. There are two varie-
ties of character units—the agenic units,
those that tend to destroy or to deteriorate
the race; and the eugenic units, those that
tend' to improve the race. Under the
agenic units may be found defective
physiques, feeble-mindedness, epilepsy, in-
sanity, pauperism, aleoholism and drug
habitues, syphilis, criminality, certain ner-
vous diseases, defects of speech, including
deafmutism, etc. Under the eugenic units
may be mentioned strong physique, mental
ability, aptitude for the arts and sciences,
memory, morality and temperament.

From the foregoing it is apparent that
the problem as presented in recent laws
dealing specifically with venereal diseases
may fail to be solved unless augmented by
the concerted efforts of the physician and
the public health educator. It is well to
emphasize the importance of venereal dis-
cases, but what of bringing facts concern-
ing reproduction into homes, before socie-
ties and leagues devoted to a study of the
great question? What of moulding public
opinion, which is but the father of publie
action?

The marriage laws as they stand are
good, but fall far short in furnishing the
solution. Charles Reed, in his book on
“Marriage and Geneties,” concludes: “A
theme that thus deals with the deepest
sentiment and the profoundest welfare of
the human individual and with the family
considered as the unit of society, here and
now as well as in the future, must be ap-
proached in full appreciation of ascer-
tained facts and be discussed in the light
of natural laws underlying the problem.”
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May it not be asked, do our legislators,
our courts, our oflicials of the law, our jn-
stitutions and our profession deal with
the question as presented? Should con-
centration be made on one phase of the
problem, or should attempts be directed to
strengthening the germ plasm of this and
future generations?
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