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gether follow him. If it were proved that in the works of nature or in the more admirable
of the works of men this or any other system were followed, we too should do well to follow
it, and that without knowing why the results were pleasing. But the practical examples
given by Mr. Hambidge have made it to our mind so little likely that the Greeks knew of
this system or that nature uses it, that the further question need not occupy us.

Professor Rhys Carpenter (A.J.A. xxv. 1921, pp. 18-36) has discussed Mr. Hambidge's
theory with much the same results. His mathematics are very plain, and lead to a con-
demnation stronger than his very moderate conclusion that Mr. Hambidgels evidence is
ingenious but ambiguous, and his theory a priori improbable. From the artistic standpoint
he observes that dynamic symmetry does not touch the important element of beauty
afforded by the shape of the curves of the vase, and that it can therefore at most be only a
contribution to the beauty of the whole.

In conclusion we should like to see both Mr. Blake and Professor Rhys Carpenter turn
their able attention to Ad Quadratum, a Study of the Oeometrical Bases of Classical and
Medieval Religious Architecture by F. M. Lund (Batsford, 1921). The author, primarily
interested in the Cathedral of Throndhjem, takes occasion to explain the design of Greek
and mediaeval religious architecture in general by means of diagrams made up of the square
and the pentagon, and involving, we might almost add of course, the golden section. By
this system he analyses the beauties not only of the Norwegian Cathedral but also of the
Parthenon, which yields up its secrets, to Mr. Lund, just as it did twenty years ago to Mr.
Hambidge's earlier system and now again does to his dynamic symmetry.

R. M. D.
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