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_ _ _ _ _  ----- 
VOL. xx. 1876. KO. LXXXV. 

ASOTHER WAItKING VOICE FRO31 1803. 
By 'Jhjor-General T. B. COLLISSOS, 1t.E. 

1793-1801. 
l ' l ic  Pith of fhc Lessoit. 

Is thc ycar 1i90, when thc great French Revolution was bcginnrng 
to look thrcatcning to thc peacc of Europc, and ivhcn most othcr 
States bqpn to g.ct thxnsclccs into war condition in anticipntion of a 
storm, Great Drihin, that country of bold and pmctiml minded 
pcoplc, disbandcd the rcry respectablo Army she then posscsscd, dis- 
mantled her adrniixblc Kavy, and sold hcr n a r d  storcs. The lion did 
not wait to lrnre his claws cnt, b u t  dclibcratcly cut them himself, and 
that without the excuse of one atom of lore, nor crcu of tho quiet 
reserve of n great heart, but simply from thc csigcncics of Parlia- 
nicntary \varGire intcrprcting a selfish policj- of isolation. The 
balance of political parties in Great Diitain at that time prcvcntccl 
thc Go-rernnient of the day from preparing for war, and thc oppo- 
sition uscd for their purposcs tLc national ignonnce of continental 
politics. There were othcr States in Europe which, for thcir o\rn 
selfish intcrcsts, nbstaincd from joining in the Tar against Frcnch 
dominion long after Great Britain had heartily begun ; but. Great 
Britain wns then cspccially, as she is now prc-cniincntly, tho om 
power, which, by her gcograpliical position, her ehnractcr and ]ICY 
resourccs, could interfere most clfcctuaIly and with Icast dnngcr fo 
herself, in prcrenting the spread of war in EUI'O~C, lIenco we ]nust 
aclinoirledge that this l a g e r d n c s  of the people nnd opposition of thc 
rulers in preparing to takc their part nt the bcginniug of thc dis- 
tarbancc, has, from nn historical point of I-~CIV, an aspect of selfish 
isolation. They had liad maxy lcssons in the course of their history on 
c d  conscquenccs and usclcssncss of such a policy of separation, but 
they persisted in bur ing their Iicach in thcir island nest in the hope 

in their stronghold in thc hope that the fire raging in tho town ~~oulc l  
not rcach them; and the result was that they thcmsclrcs afforded to 

that the hunters wou r d not scc them, and in shutting tlicmsclrcs up 

TOT,. sx. B 
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a ASOTIIER WARSIXG VOICE F R O M  1805. 

tlicir postcrity a strongcr exsmplc of tbosc consequences than any of 
their prcdcccssors. A long drawn war of 20 p a r s ,  nnd a dcbt of 
which .rre seem ncrcr to bc relicvcd, WRS mainly thc effect of their 
takinn tlic course, in 1790, dircctly contrary to what appears now to 
have tccn the right onc. 

This proposition, so dificult to impress on the minds of thc English 
pcoplc, is dcmonstidcd, I tliink, with suficicnt clearness i r k  thc his- 
tories of those timcs. From the bcginning to tho cnd of that long 
war, thc spccclics, lcttcrs, and rcports of thc statesmen, admirals, and 
gcncnls i u d  like one continuous commcntnry on thc mistake of 
being nnprcpaitd for war at tho Beginning--n mishku which took 
15 years of the T T ~ T  to rectify. Tho very statcsmcn d o  at first 
opposcd the ides  of interfering Kith tlie progress of thc Itevolution, 
were a t  last most cncrgctic in taking thosc measures against it which, 
if adoptcd at the commcncemcnt, might hnrc prcrentcd the desolation 
of Europe. It is surcly no cxcuse to say that in this long pcriod of 
tribulation, tho plants of a better liberty took firm root in cwry State, 
and that Great. Britain rcapc,d n liarrcst of glories that would ncver 
othcrvSx hare flourislied : the jilnin duty of a country placed in tho 
world i n  tho position of Great Rritain, is to prcscrre tlic peace ; and 
that is the only and sufficicnt nrgumcnt for thc niaintcnancc of its war 
forces. 

Thc form this coiitinuons commentary took, is thc best cridcncc 
of the truth of the proposition: like tlic repeated chorus of S O ~ C  

song of Iamcntation, comes tlic cry of one minister oftcr thc othcr- 
0 ! for an  cxpeditionary forcc to scnd on to  thc Contincnt- 0 ! for n 
well cquippect body of traincd troops-0 ! for 50,000 disciplincd 
soldiers! But 50,000 disciplined soldicrs are not to be bought at 
Covent Garden Jlarket cvery day in the w x k :  such an nrticlc 
rcqnircs some p r s  to grow i n ;  it is a pcrennial pl:int, and the 
attempt to substitute for it, annuals tnincd I y  forcing to  look likc 
tlic real thing, may mako a flower show, but produces no fruit. And 
so the war ministers of tho  day fourid it, one after nnothcr : for they 
all nttemptcd for some ycam to supply thc deficiency, wliich they nll 
fclt, by making tho gcncml Xilitin. act thc part of Regulars-an cs- 
pcdicnt which garc satkfnction to no partics Concerned, csccpt perhaps 
to the cncmy. It was felt to bc an unfair application of this old con- 
stitutional forcc to makc i t  a sort of recruiting dcpBt for tlm Regulars ; 
it was equally u n f n i r  to the Nilitin to expect them to do tlic Tork of 
rcplar s o l d i c ~ ~  in forcign expeditions ; nnd to the coniniandcrs of 
tliosc cspcditions, to cspcct them to act as i f  their whole forcc mas 
composcd of equally txnincd soldiers. But, i t  will bc mid, tho troops 
of the Frcuch Rcrolution m r c  at  that time equally untrained; that  
is true, but i t  is also true, that when thcrc was a fnir field, tho French 
Rcrolutionaq- troops at that tirnc were Lcntcn ; nnd had they bcen 
rxict b~ a properly tmined force, under a good commanclcr, thc Frcnch 
llcrolution would h v c  Lccn considerably curtailed in its proportions. 

mho firs t  Failitre. 
Tlic British people wcrc roused from their position as indifferent 
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n ASOTHER IVAGh’lh’G VOICE FROM 1805. .3 

in 1792, and suddenly. I n  June of that year, the 
G n g  dismissed l’arhncnt without prospcet of having to clisturb 
tllnt position of cconomica~ isohtion ; in about a month aftcrirards, 
~ l + t y  in Fmncc \\.as put an cnd to, an crcnt which touched tho 
feelings of the English greatly, but not enough to  distnrb their pace. 
In anotlicr mmitli, howxcr, their pockets \rcre touched by tho OCCU- 
pntion of Holland : and this K ~ S  blol\- rliicli brought Pnrliamcnt 
togctlier a,onin about six months after thcir pcaccful separation, to m- 
establish tho dismissed Army, to reconstruct the dismantlcd xaq-, and 
to 1.c-purchase tlic sold stores. Thc first idcs on going to war \\-as quite 
!!-orthy of the bold British ncc ,  namely, to attack the enemy a t  once, 
find in the part whcrc hc l i d  inflicted tho injury on us ; nnd the first 
operntion of this long war was tlic siege of I)unh-rk. This cxppc- 
(lition is, tlicrcforc, Iiighly interesting to US, as a prcgnnnt example of 
the first performnncc Then there was so much promisc-in spirit. 
Tinic xns d i c n  an cxpedition into l k n c o  \rould haw brought all the 
youth of England togethcr as for a holiday cscursion, with tho 
prospcct of succcssfnl cntcrprisc, and thc French would hnrc rcmaincd 
at homc in anxious prepantion. I n  1i93  tlic British Gorcrnmcnt, 
after three I Y C C ~ S ’  labour-of which tliosc who l i a ~ c  bccn in our War 
Ofiicc a t  tlic outbreak of n “little war’’ will bc able to form an idea- 
got togcthcr 35,000 Britislc and IIanorcrian troops, nnd lcaiing thc 
Dutch and tlie other opponents of tho French to tlicir own dcriccs, 
nndcrtook this Iittlc indcpcndcnt opcrntion nt Dnnliirk. The French 
already clcaling with troops 1)~- thc 103,000, brought D sapcrior force 
upon this isolntcd cspcdition, and such was the dcfcctirc condition of 
our Nnyy, that  t l i q  attacked tho British besieging forcc by scn as re11 
as by Iaud ; and this first episode resulted in D failnrc to  the British 
arm.  

It ~ r a s  n fair csamplc of many other such unsuccessful cqdditions 
with which the \rai* on land was carried on in n desultory maniier for 
thc iicrt 15 gcara. All undertaken from tho feeling of tlic necessity 
of attacking the cncmr on his o x n  weak points, and all failing from 
the want of n suficicnt strength of propcrly traincd and propcrlj- 
equipped soldiers. Early in tho Tar, Xr. Pitt poiutcd out the iicccssitr 
of so doing : ‘‘ ’J’hc Don-cr of Grcat Dritnin at sea, howercr irrcsistiblc 
‘‘ on that clcmcnt, could not, in tlic iiaturc of things, makcan adequate 
“ impression upon an  cncmj- xhosc strcngtli was concentrated 011 

lmd.”l But thc nbscncc of tlic only cDicient means to produce that  
rcquircd impression was shown by the succcssirc nttcmpts to modify 
the Militin so as to fccd the rcgulur Armx Kith the best kind of soldiers 
nmilable. They had no otliers, and what they had of these wcrc SO 

few and so anfittcd for thc work, that  thesc little isolated nttcmpts of 
n fcw thonsnud m?n at one point and nnot!icr of Europe, “this  
wwfarc of pigmics,” as Xapolcon nfterrards called it,2 only cn- 
couragcd tho enemy and discouraged thc people of Great Britain. 

The Result. 

‘‘ Ann. Reg.,” liO1.. Dumas. 
In  1797, four years of this kind of warfare reiulted in Great 

B 2  
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. 4  AKOTIIEIC WAItXlXG VOICE FRO11 1605. 

Ih-itain bcing shut up' in its own islands, with one of tltcm in rc- 
bcllion, nnd tlireatcncd with nn inrasion. It map bc doubted lrhcthcr 
the French a t  this period contcmplatcd n scrions invasion, but thc 
threatening nttitudc they assumed had nll tlic effect thcy intcndcd, of 
still moro discouraging Grcnt Britain from attempting ntty csploits 
on thc Continent. It WRS, i t  mnst bc confessed, n Iiurnilinting position 

' for  this country t o  be placed h, and drew from Ah. Biirkc an cloqncnt 
dcnuncintion of this timid :iiid futile yar  policy : " Wlio would liavc 
" crcditcd that 200,000 men ~ c r c  kept in England and S0,OOO in 
" Tmland for tho mcro purpose of an inert and passire dcfc'nce ; and 
" that  by its rcry constitutiou the greater part of this forcc was dis- 
" nblcd from dcfcnding us np ins t  tlic encmy by one prcrcntivc stroke 
" of actirc hostility. And mlio would have bclicred that a flcct of 
" 500 ships, tho best appointcd that this country cver ltnd upon tlic 
" sea,  as for tho grcntcr part cmploycd in thc samc systcm of un- 
" cntcrprising dcfcncc. Wliat must bc thc fcclirtgs of thoso who 
" rcmcmber tho former energy of England, in sccing tliesc two islands 
" with thcir ertcnsivo sca coast trc:itcd as n garrison-null :I garrison 
" powerless to sally-allowing itsclf to bo bcsicgcd by an inferior 
" forcc and a shattered fleet-and with merclj- thc  mcufic~ of nn 
'( atiack ?,'I 

bcforc, cnmo to tho rescue of tho national honour. Thc naval 
victories of St. Vincent nnd Cauipcrdown, in 1797, and of tho Kilc, 
in 3 7.98, first rouscd the true war spirit of tho pcoplc : that spirit Iind, ' 
Itoviercr, to  fall and rise scvcrnl times j c t  bcforc it stood at tlic lercl 
of steady succcss. Nard vidoricj do not giro perinancut poircr, nnd 
the truth of tho nbove warning of Jlr. Pit t  was shown in 1799, i n  n 
frcsli c8;pcdition to Holland, and tlic dcfcct of onr Tar orgni:isntion 
wns ngain shown in its failure. Once moro thc Xa-iy, nndcr Xclson, 
n t  Copcnhagcn, in 1801, raised the dormnnt wnr feeling, and this timc 
tho first sncccss on land by Abcrcromby, in Egy t, sccmcd to b' '1YC h 

oig.misatiou only,. nnd not cf spirit i n  the p p l c ,  tliat liad liitlicrto 
clicckcd our,nrms on land. Bu t  tLc nation liad not Set lcarnt thc 
I C ~ S O U  that no amount of cntltusiasm, and 110 dominion of thc scn, viiU 
compcnsntc for tlic want of clelihratc prcpnration for war on Innd. 
This iiew war spirit that  lind ariscn in Grcnt Britain, and wltich in 
1790 miglit hnro bccn cffcctual in Iircscrviny pcacc, was now orer- 
shndo~cd  by tlic snpcrior organisation that had nriscn in FIX;JCC 
un&r thc gciiius of Xnpolcou, whose moral poivcr nlouc, o m  may say, 
forccd England to consent to a nominal pcacc in 1801. 

A t  this pcriod, Iioircver, the British Plect, ns i t  had. oftcn donc' ~ 

pmspc t  of R turn iu the tide of war : showing t e a t  it was dcfcct of 

11.9 LCSSOli Losf. 

' ~ ~ I U S  tlic first part of this grcnt war was nominally brought to a 
&sc by this forccd pcace of ilrnicns in 1801-3 pcnce wliicli was no 
p2;lcc-a incrc armed truce, for tlic purposc of lnlling the pcoplc of 
C; rct:,t Eritnin into n falso sccurity, while Rapolcon w a s  consolidntirig 

1 Alison, rol. ir, p. 161. 1507. 
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])is p o m r  in Europe for the more cffectud subjugation of Engln.nd. 
For ~ \ - I i n t  wcrc tlic respcctirc positions of tlm t w o  pnrtics nftcr eigIrt 
p a r s  of i r a r  ? Great J)rit.iin was nll pomrful a t  sea, and Ilnd gnincd 
some colonics, which wcrc highly a d v a n t q p u s  for thc prcscrs-atioil 
of that  powcr, nnd for tlic cstmsion of hcr comnicrcc. In consc- 
qucnee, indc-d, of that sca dominion, licr conimcrcc lrad gono on 
increasing in a marvellous manner throughout the whole war;  and 
shc was induccd to  hlicvc that it only rcqnired pcacc with her one 
great enemy to pcrfcct that sen dominion and mnkc lior mistress of 
tho comnicyc of tlic occan. Bu t  tlic great cncmy had w x y  diffcrcnt 
intcntions in 11;s mind. Hc Lad ncrcr dcrintccl from thc idcas Lc hncl 
confidcntiallj- csprcs.jcd in liO7 : “Lct  11s conccntmtc all our nctit-ity 
I ‘  on thc marine, and destroy England; that donc, l h r o p c  is a t  our 
~‘feet.”’ Thc ycnr bcforc hc mado this hol10x pcacc ho said. 

England must bc orerturncd, var  to thc dcnth with l*:ngland 
And throughout a11 liis procccdingo dnijng tlic pcaec, for extending 
and pcrfecting his control orcr thc various countries on the Contincnt. 
which lind bccn subdued by his nrms, Iic al~-ays kcpt in vicw the 
design, on thc first fnroumblc opportunitr, of conquering tliot island- 
pon-cr which was tlic gwxt obstnclc to his snprcmc dominion i n  tlrc 
western world. 

And j e t  thosc samc crigencics of Piirliamcntnry mrfarc, which had 
in 1790 diverted the nation from the right riew of thc stntc of tlic 
Continent, again interfered to foster thcir erroneous r i c w  of E C ~  

sccurity and unlimited commercc, and with thc same result. Such 
Army as t l iej  Iind’, was disbanded, the fleets \wrc disniantlcd, and thc 
ships and stores eollcctcd during tlic lnst eight j-ems, \vcrc sold. 

So  difficult is i t  for thc British mind to learn thc lesson of its 
propcr d u t j  in thc world. So rcady arc our people for thc sake of 
that occan conimcrcc to rcly on our sccurity froxn tlic tronbles of the 
Co:itincnt. And if tlic mistakc of that policr wcrc so strongly brought 
liomc to them, by the imminent dnngcr of the ncxt thrcc years, Lon- 
ninch stronger ought it to lx! imprcsscd upon us in tlicsc days, when 
wc haw no loiiger thc snmc sccnrity from invasion, and’ ~ T C  infiuitelr 
iiiorc dcpcnclcnt on thc Continent for csistcncc. 

TIIE PREP.UUTIOSS IS F R ~ S C E ,  
First Conception of Pdeoject. 

It was in 179s that Xapoleon first Lad liis attention furned to thc 
iilcn of inmding England v i t h  a largc forcc from tho coast imnic,. 
clintelj opposite to it. And whatercr his rcnl niotirc iuay harc been 
for declining tlic undertaking nt that time, lic rccordcd n professional , 

reason for doing so, wliicli is of somc Talne to us now ; and that wns. 
that howxcr  pi-ncticablc it might bc to  pass omr a snffieicut body of 
mcn, notwitlistanding thc superiority of thc British at sea, to mnkc 
good n footing in England, it would bc impossiblc to rcinforcc them.” 

I Confid. Corrc~?. dc Xinpol.,” Alison, ir, 212. Alison, col. ir, 220. 1SnO. 
Tliicrs, “Consul. ct  l’Emp.,” I, 13. 
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G AXOTHER WARNIXO VOICE FIiOJL 1805. 

So, when ho had obtained the supreme pomr in France, and had no 
other enemy to deal with but Great Britain, and ho had rcsolvcd to 
take that op ortunity of striking a dccisivo Lloiv against her, he did 

difficulty with his usual forcc, by resolring to take over roinforcemcnts 
and all at onco. 

Therc nro some curious points of resemblance between this projectctl 
invasion of Napoleon and that of tlic Spanish Armndn in 1588. 
Napoleon had nearly as great porrcr in Eiiropc as Philip I1 had, 
and at tlic moment England \\-as liis only enemy; lie had tho resources 
of Holland, Spain, Italy, and Switzerland, bcsidcs thoso of France, at 
his disposal; he prcparcd with p a t  care during tvio years an  enormous 
armada of ships'and troops, and stores of all kinds; he had not the 
command of the sea :is Pliilip had, but that was more than countcr- 
balanced by his superior genius; his farouritc Bdminl died nt the 
inomcnt mhcn all was ready, and I10 had to trust the pith of tho cspc- 
dition to an inferior man. The Kinds of Henvcii were ngninst him as 
against tho Armada; but tho real musc of failnrc was tho sanle iii 
both ; tho Fmnco-Spanish navy, cntliusiastic and high spirited as the 
men mcrc, ~r'as not a match at scn for the British sons of Xeptunc. 

Therc was this further point of rcsemblnncc, that both cspcditions 
ivcm conccired and worked out by ono man, arid the rcal schemo of 
each was kept secret to tlic last moment. But the differcncc of the 
two men mndo R total differenco in tho character of the two cspcdi- 
tions, and in the two schemes. Hapoleon was a soldier and a states- 
i m n  of the highest genius, and fully capable of arranging tlic details 
i n  the most cfficiont manner, as well as of devising n strategic plot 
most calcnlatcd to cnsuro succcss, military and political. The one 
expedition was n " toro" in n bull ring, gobig a t  his object by brute 
force, the other was the " toreador," i d 1 0  by skill and intelligence 
seeks to orermastcr the animal. This vias rcry much the difference 
Letween Napoleon nud his present antagonist Great Britain; to the 
ingcnions toils of the on0 were opposed the nmkilful coumge of tlio 
other. 

Kapokon h g n n  to think of tho subject as soon :is he Iiad made peace 
with Austria in 1800, bccnusc England was the only power tlicii likely 
to oppose him; and as lie was not by any means prepared for such an 
undcrtnking tlicn, 110 \v:is willing to make peace with her in 1801, for 
tlic very purposo of better completing. those prcpaiations. When 
Great Britain herself broke the pcaco in 1803, lie was compelled by 
the feeling in Frnnco to resume the project energetically, although he 
liimsclf Could hnvc preferred n dclay of some  cars to cnsoro a prcpa- 
ixtion sulIiciont for the enterprise. And when Pitt  returned to oflice 
in 1804, and began to stir up Rnssin and Austria n p i n  to oppose him, 
Kapolcon found it nccessnry to act at once, and lie put his might j  
shoulder to tho wheel accordingly, and. tho machine moved. 

not forget t P int  question of rcinforccmcnt; and he swept away the 

Dclails of TTesuels. 
The whole scopo of this wonderful contrivance for circnmrcnting 

England will come better later on in  this account ; a t  present we shall 
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AXOTHER WAIWISQ VOICE FKOJI 1805. 7 

deal with tho d c t d s  of thc prcpamtions. As 110 could not cxpcct to 
keep tlic command ovor tho "na r ro~vsca~"  for rcry long, hc natuidly 
selected tho shortest passago for his troops across, and consequently he 
jvns lhiited in  thc sizo of tlic vessels ho could usc to thoso which could 
conrcnicntly enter tho ports'in that part of tho Frcnch coast immc- 
diatcly opposite England ; thcn it was important that they should be 
morablc by oars a9 well as sails, and bc flat-lottomcd, so as to  bc 
easily beached on tho English coast. Tlicsc were all tho conditions 
inipcratire, as far as thc trnnsport of the troops \ms  conccrned; it 
only required the prcscncc of a protecting flcct to complctc thc schemc. 
Napoleon's genius, as +Fill appear furthcr on, was shown in his plan for 
deceiving tho British Gorcrnncnt, and indced ovcrybody clsc as to his 
rcal plot for ensuring thc passagc. Instcad of confining his vesscls to 
thcsc conditions for mcrc tmnsport, hc had thcm constructed capablc 
of fighting t lc i r  \my across against mcn of war ; and so complctclj- 
did hc work out this idea that nobody in En land or France, ciccpt 
tho t h  men in the rcal secrct (and one lhitis % Adminl who divined 
it) hadn notion that he had any othcr intcution of cffccting the passagc, 
and tlic British Xavy wcre most complctcly put on tho wrong scent, 
until tho fox was on tho point of Getting into tho hen-roost. 

With this view, he had thc main body of his transport-rcsscls con. 
strnctcd of thrcc kinds. One, n good sea boat, of ns largc n sizc as 
pmcticnblc, and 1s ell nrmcd for fighting and not carrying many troops ; 
onc botli a sea Loat and n rowing boat, n t h c r  sninllcr in sizc, not 

; and to cach one of carrying so heary an armamcnt, but mo 
thcsc two descriptions was to be nttac ed n powrful rowinpha t  
also carrying troops, so that thc sailing and the rowing boats wcrc to 
mutually assist and protect each other. And iu the disposition of tho 
troops in thc ~-cssels, his first idea tvas to h i o  sornc of cach arm in 
cach pair of rcsscls. Thus, the largo gunboat, with i ts  rowing pinnacc, 
was to carry a company of infantry and somc artillery, and horses; 
tho small gunboat, with its pinnacc, was to carry n company of 
infantry, a field piccc Kith tho rest of the gunners, and somo cavalry 
nnd horses. Each pair of vcsscls was to carry n proportion of pro& 
sions (for 20 dnjs) and militnry storcs as well. Thus, wliatevcr tho 
numbcxs' of pairs of ~cssc ls  that landcd on tho English coast, t h c j  
would find thcmsclres with a proportion of cnch arm, and with ammu- 
nition and provisions.' 

This idcn ivas so f n r  modified, that nyparcntly cadi gunboat was 
cvcntually indcpcndcnt of tho rowing boat. According to 31. Thicrs 
(who had access to tho  official eorrcspondcncc), tho arrangement of 
tho t h e e  kinds was ns follows : 

The large gi~icboats, or chaloiipes canoii)iiires, wxc brigs, with nn armn- 
nicnt of fonr 04- or 3G-poundcrs, n crcm of 24, nnd 100 infantry, besides 
ammunition and prorisions. 

Thcrc ivem about 320 of them. 
TAe sinall grriiboals, or bateaiix caxoi&rs, wcrc barks, carrjing onc 

24-pr., and n. ficld-piccc and nmmunition waggon, a11 rcady for action ; 

%t*o"s 

Dumas, xi;, ZG5. 
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8 ANOTIIER \I"UISISG \'OICE FROJI 1805. ' 

n crew of only 6, and 100 infiintry, or artillcg or cavalry, and 2 liorscs, 
besidcs ammunition and prorisions. 

Thcrc were about 550 of thcsc. 
T / i e p i ~ u i a c e s ,  or pEnicltes, \rere GO fect long, and had, according to . 

31. Thicrs, 60 o;m, but, according to Dumas, 18 banks or thwarts of 
oars, which is morc likcly, and only D few sailors, GO soldicrs, a 
liowitzcr, and n small field-piecc. 

Tlicrc wcrc about 320 of thcsc.' 
Bcsidcs the aborc, d&4i were considcrcd as the fighting. part of thc 

flotilln, there xcrc ncarly 500 rcsscls for carrying the remainder of tlic 
liorscs and artillcry, including a sicgc- tixin, and ncarly 500 vcsscls for 
carrjing the rest of the prorisions (for 3 months for thc ~ h o l c  force) 
and storcs, and non-combatants. TLcrc wcrc altogether about 2,300 
vessels in thc flotilla. Jlost of tlic fighting portion of thc flotilla ivcm 
constructcd, the othcrs wxc pnrcliascd from thc local fishing trade. 
Thcm nrc two tables from Dumas at thc cnd of this papcr, giving tho 
details of the wliolc flotilla. 

Di3ci i l t ics  of Assemblngc. 
The construction and nsscmbInge of nll tlicsc resscls, within n fcw 

months as was intcndcd, was not donc by :L strokc of n pcn like an 
English contract now-a-days. Timbcr had to be fcllcd and conrcrtcd 
all over France and Bclgium, naval storcs to be madc and purchascd, 
:mi thcso materials collcctcd n-itliiri watcnvay of thc ports. By stir- 
ring thc old feeling of France against England, Kapokon got many of 
thc citics to makc rcsscls a t  thcir on-n espcnsc; liis corrcspondencc a t  
Chis pcr id  contains an amount of dctail on all thcsc matters, that 
s h o w  at once d i n t  a mastcr mind was gniding thc irholc, and how 
littlc local indepcndcncc tlicrc was? 

Thc worst part of tho business was moring tlicm when ready to the 
nppointcd p1:iccs of rcndczvons. along thc coast infestcd with those 
Iiorncts of I3ritisIi cruiscrs. Thcsc placcs of rciidczyous w x c  Doulognc, 
thc ccntrc! and Frincipal, Irith Amblctcusc' and T'imcrenx north of it, 
and Etnplcs sonth of it. Tliep n-crc sclcctcd from being thc first ports 
south of Capc Grisncz, nnd bcing oppositc the sontli const of England 
at fhc narrow part of thc Channcl. It was indispcnsablc that tlie 
~vliolc flotilla sliould be nsscmblcd 60 close togctlicr ns to be certain of 
starting simuhncously. Thc T C S S C ~  had to conic from nll thc ports 
as far ns tlic Schcldt on one side and l3rest on the othcr; nnd tlic 
sjstcmatic nrraugcmcnts for thcir safe conduct clcscrrc our xioticc, as 
csamples of coast dcfcncc. Dcsidcs pcrrnancnt battcrics on all the 
licadlands of tho coast, field battcrics of cvcn 1G-poundcrs were 
stationcd at  intcrrals, wliicl~ folloir-cd tlic dct:iclimcnts of T-CSSC~S along 
thc shore. Thc French coast gcncrally is farour:illc for tlic manccnmc, 
being shalloi\- and sand7 ; and thc flotilla being of light draught could 
kccp undcr the guns on shorc, and ont of range of tho large English 
vessels, and cvcn bcncli if necessary. The nttcmpts of the watchfnl 
British cruisers, undcr Sir Sydncy Smith, to prercnt this morcment, 

Thicw, ir, 41.1. Dumns, rii, 301. 2 Dumas. 
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ASOTfiEIt WAItSISCj VOICE FRO31 180.5. 9 

formed a scrics of littlc sea cpisodcs during tliosc two years; but 
tltough t h y  also had some rcsscIs of light draught, tliej- did not snccccd 
in nlatcri:iIly interrupting the gradunl nsscmblngc of the flotilla; and 
tile failure was owing chicflj- to thc 1ic:iricr guns of tlic French, 

poiiit Kapolcon liad pressed on his oi\-ri artillery. Heavy giiiis in 
co.lst Lattcrics is thc mom1 of that story.1 

But  pcrlinps thc most rcmnrkablc part of  tkc d i o l c  preparations, to  
English mind, was the crtlnrgcnicnt of tlic s c r c i d  liarbouis of 

rcdezrous to hold tho flotilla. In Ihghnd ,  if sucli a proposition hnd 
not stopped thc scherno altogctlicr, it \nxdtl certainly l i a ~  bccn done 
by contract at a liiigc cspcnsc ; Napolcon madc the troops n-110 wcrc 
to cmbark form the harbours for the flotilh they ~rcre  to cmbark in. 
~ i n i b c r  IVRS fellcd in thc neiglibouring forests to ~iialic quays and 
piers, and thc cscavntion was done by rclajs of eoldicrs, under thc 
directions of thc scientific enginccrs of rimice. Tltc SCR dcfcnccs of 
cncIi post wcrc multiplied so as to makc an nttnck from the sen Itopc- 
less, nnd licaricr gnus wcro csprcssly niadc by Xnpolcon’s . order for 
them; to get mugc. mortars \vcw laid on tlic sand bcttrccn liigli and 
1011- wntcr, SO flint t I t q  ~rerc  covcrcd by tlic titlc; n t  Ilonlognc done  
tlierc wcrc 500 guns in sea Lattcrics; IVC liavc few placcs now with so 
mauy.‘ 

l ’ i i e  Frcticli l’roops. 

Tltc troops cmploycd Lx Kapoleon on this grcat cntcrprlsc wcrc 
sclcctcd from iliosc nrailnl)lc iu Ymncp. In 1803, Itc ltad altogcthcr an 
army of about 480,000,5 and, as Iic wns at pcncc witlt tlic rest of tlic 
\rorld, Lc calculated on being ablc to allot 150,000 nltogcther to assist 
towards t h  invasion of England ; but with his usnal prevision lie took 
special incans to  keep up aiitl crcn increase thc strength.. His mcasnrcs 
for recruiting his armj, arid tltcir effect on Ihricc, arc not cncoumg- 
iitg towards compulsory service. Tlic popdntioii of I h i i c c  abont that 
time \vns ucarlr 30,000,000,‘ and bj thc Iaws of conscription which tlicn 
cristcd Iic was at libcrty to tnkc G0,000 nicn of 20 ycars of ngc cvcrj 
j c w ,  in ww tirnc ;’ but, of course, lic cnsily evndcd this.restriction, and 
(luring liis reign Lc took on thc a\-cmgc !200,000 pcrannum, wliicli was 
t k i  tlic \rhoIc nuinbcr of 20 years of age in cnch year,” a drain which 
must haw runtcrially assisted in producing tlic fact. that tlic populatiou 
of h n c c  has not iucrcnscd sincc that tinic n t  tltc rate of the English 
population. IVc p a j  l!cnvily for our ArniF, it is true; bht a nation 
call rccowr frxn a nioncj cxpcnditurc milch easier than from thc loss 
of its young nien. 

Kapolcon formcd camps near the  ports ~rlterc tlio flotilla \\-as prc- 
paring, for tlic doulilc object of assisting in tlic work and re-organising 
tllcI~rcuclidrniy, \rhich now for thc first tiiiic ~ r a s a i ~ i ~ ~ ~ g c d  inpcrrnancnt 
divisions, vitli a pcruiancnt staff over cnch.’ And knowing from liis 
own cducation 0 t h  necessity of carcfnl training for thc artillery, lic 

’ Dunins. Jomcs. 2 Tliiers, is-. Illinins, sii. 
f Tliicrs, ir. 4 Stntcsmsii’~ Tcnr Book. 

Tliiers, ir. 6 Alison, T, 411. 
Dumas. 
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10 ANOTIIER \VAl:Sf?FG VOICE FROX 1805. 

. l x p n  wit11 tlmt branch bcforo tiiu otlicrs ; a prccau’tion, for tho \\.ant 
of which, wc sliall find tlic English Comm:indcr-in-Chief lamcnting. 
T h  camps wcrc a t  Ostcnd, Dunkirk, Xmbletcusc, Iioulogne, and 
Etaplcs. Tlic troops in tlm two former wcro gradually brought to 
Amblctcusc, in thc flotilla, as it bccnmc rcadn so that all parties got 
Lori(ifids cspricncc in thc work they were to do.’ But Napoleon, like 
Cmar, wislictl his soldicrs to be capable of turning their hands to 
cverythiiig ; he not only had tlicm practised a t  embarking arid discm- 
barkiiig, but in rowing, and n-orkiiig the rcsscls, and in using thc 
cmnons. 

TIE fighting flotilla was organiscd in divisions to suit tliosc of tllc 
h m y .  A battalion of infantry consisted of 800 mcn, and 2 batta- 
lions, madc n dcmi-brigadc; 9 large gunboats wcrc rcquircd for n 
battalion, mitli tlic proportion of artillery and horses; 18 for n dcini- 
b r i p l c .  Tlic \rholo flotilla was arranged in  divisions of 18 rcsscls; 
ci such divisions, each commanded by n uayal offiwr, with a proportion 
of transport boats for storcs nttnclicd, formed “an cscndrillc” under a 
Post Captniii. The rcsscls lay in harbour alongsidc the wliarws in 
ticrs of nine, so that each battalion could march d k c t  to thc tier it 
belonged to, and on to thc ninc vcsscls. h i d  to kccp up thc connec- 
tion between mcn and rcsscls, om-fourth of cadi corn aiiy were kcpt 
on board tlicir boat for a month a t  n time, and workcc!it during that 
tinic. Tlic bulk of thc storcs wcrc kcpt a l w a ~ s  on board; tlic whole 
forcc of men could cmbark in two hours ; tlic hoiscs in fonr 01’ five 
liours ; thcy wcrc put in slings, and so trnnsfcrrcd from t!ie innernlost 
~ b s s c l  to thc others.’ 

RernarEs. 
Evcry General is not a Wapolcon; but without aus  disrcspcct to 

the personal qualitics of our Generals, we may ask, how many of them 
u-ould take an interest in, or cvcn wish to S C C ,  thcir troops cmploj-ed 
hi forming basins for tho K a q ,  or in rowing or working bo:its, or even 
in learning gun drill ? How many would bc prcparcd to makc any 
proposition abont artillery, or to discuss, like Kapolcon, surrounded with 
scientific men of all kinds, tho mholc bearings of tho project, nard,  
military, and civil ? Napoleon said once, tlmt scicncc ~ras supcrior to 
arms; but wo appcar to act sonictimcs in our Army nearly on the 
coiitrnry supposition; v-c sccm to think that it is sufticicnt for n 
Gencrnl to know his drill, and that t h  soldier should pixctisc 
nothing clsc all his life; and tho result is, that IYC linvc scldom n 
General qudified by practicc to  takc in tho wholc br;inchcs of 
warfare into his calculations in the \rag an Admiral has to do with 
n Flcct, and that our soldiers at thc outset of n campaign arc at  
3. loss tu do anytlling but fall in and march. Tho carc and tliought 
bcatowd by Sapolcon himself on thcsc matters gavo ncw feclings to 
his troops, and rr confidence in thc rcsnlt of tlicir labours they did not 
’ It nppcnrs by tlic toblc. from Duma., at thc md of pnpcr, that in July. 1605, 

there were still ubout 400 resscls ut Cnlnie, Duutirk, nud Ostcnd: probably stom 
tniiaports. 

Durn-, I mid xii, 301. Thien, ir, 4%. 
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feel a t  first. JVC arc a nntion dioscwholc waifarc is mndc up of such 
expeditions; how oftcn do our  Army nnd Knvy rehenrsc togcthcr the 
p:lrts they nrc to play SO oftcn in thcir lives? and j e t  thc British 
soldier has quitc much timc for nll thcsc things 11s tho Frcnch 
soldier had, and lie is bcttcr qnnlificd by naturo to rise to tho OCG~S~OU.  
Our Officcrs nnd men Iiavc, I bcliew, highcr pcrsonal qualifications 
fo r  soldiering than nny otlier race; but theso qualitics nrc in great 
lllCnsurc wastcd by the sjstcm wliich tends to keep each branch of thc 
,irmy within its own littlc groom;  and wc train n portion of our 
ofliccm very carefully for war, and then makc littlc or no usc of this 
espcnsircly cdumtcd section during tlic long years of pcnce. This 
ndliercncc to tlic purely tnctiml part of thc military profcssion is R 
foicign tixdition, quite contrary to tho English cknmctcr, which of 
itself nnturnllj- takes tlic inorc comprehcnsivc spirit of the s:iilor, niid 
is not slow to take adnntagc  of tho scicncc of tlio day. \Vo shall 
never havc n really Engli+ army until wc enlnrgc oar notions nbout 
tho duties of tlie profcssion. 

British Aftircb.  
Thc British cruizcrs appointccl to rrntcl. all thcsc proccedings did 

not allow them to go on during tliosc two years without many attempts 
to stop them. Besidcs tho constant waylaying of tho flotilla ns t h y  
crept, one detaclimerit nftcr the othcr, along the Frcncli shore to tlic 
rendezvous, thcrc vc rc  scvcml dircct attacks upon them in harbour bj- 
bmbardmcnt or othcrwisc. Our nwnl Officers now would no  doubt 
think, as they did thcn, that it would not bc a dificolt matter to 
destroy thcm iri that mnniicr, but nono of the nttempts a t  t h t  timc 
succccdcd. Even Lord Nelson failcd in t\ro attacks on I3oulopc in 
1803, whcrc tlicrc was already n portion of the flotilla collcctcd ; and 
the grcat ~ m s o  of failure sccmed to  bc tlic superior sizc of tlic Frcncli 
guns. As the British ships got bolder in thcir nttncks, Kapolcon 
riindc Inrger guns and mortars, and fircd thc guns nt high angles, It is 
trnc tlint, now-a-dnys, borribnrdments look inorc hopeful with our 
po\i-crfiil and nccuratc guns; but i t  must bc rccollccted t h t  tkc 
llotilla pirscnted n fair mark cmn to tlic guns of those days; tlicre 
WYC g c n c i d y  onc or two liundrcd of them moorcd in thc roadstead, 
closc togcthcr, and jet ,  ncitlicr by French nor English account, rras 
thcro much iujury donc to  either flotilla or forts, and tlicir closc 
packing and other prccautions snrcd them from sevcml nttcnipts nt 
boarding. Our torpcdoists will nlso bc disnppointcd to hear tlint onc 
or two attempts with ncw arid ingcnious macliiiies of that kind fnilcd 
complctcly, and not so much from any dcfccts in tho macliiiics thcm- 
sclvcs, as from accidcnts of time and pliicc and thc precautions of tlic 
flotilla, to which such inventions in all ages nre liab!c. 

Upon thc wholc, indccd, thcrc sccms to  Lo no doubt that tkc 
Frcnch n a r d  and military forces felt more confidcncc in tho prospcct 
of succcss in thc flotilla in 1805 than they did in 1803, and really 
began to bclicvc in the possibility of forcing thcir way across tlic 
narrow chnnucl in spite of tlic British Fleet ; tho Ninistcr of Xniinc 
(Admiral Dccrcs) declared at last, that with the loss of about 100 
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12 AmomI.:It \VARSISG VOICE FROM 1805. 

~cssels and 10,000 men, tlic flotilla would arrive on tlie Ihglish 
shores.’ “ Wc must lose somc mcn in crery cnmpaign,” obscrvcd 
Kapolcan~ upon this ; but thcsc two n-erc in tlic sccrct. 

Y’lie Traiisit. 

Thc armngcmcuts for thc actual transit over thc strip of sca were 
thcsc. On tlic signal being gircn by Kinpoleon, 11-hich would bc 
towards Itigli mntcr tinic, as ouly knlf thc rcssels could get out i n  onc 
tidc, about lialf tho num1)cr of troops ~ronld a t  once crrilmk 
in  thcir rcspcctivc VCSSCIR, in c:icli of tlie tlirce ports of rcndczrons, 
nnd Iny outsidc off thc ports till thc nest tidc; in  thc mcnutimc the 
liorscs ~v\-onlcl b2 put on board thc t imqortn,  and a t  tlic nest high 
\rater tlic rcmniniler of tlic troops \vou!d cmbnrk, nnd the ~vholc would 
NOVC O:I at oncc to thc appointed placcn on thc English const. l‘lic 
forcc from cn-h port was t o  inore in tlircc lines-thc largo guiibo:it:i in 
tlic vn!i line, tlie smzll gunbonts i t i  thc rcnr, and thc, pinnaces in thc 
ccntrc. Thc iinral Commnndcr-in-Chief of tho flotilla (Adiniid 
Bi’uis a t  first, aud, on his ilcntli, Bdmirnl Ln Crossc) cnlcnlntcd on 
inoi-iug in n calm nt the ratc of thrcc milcs an  hour, with thc hclp of 
tlicir oars ; i l q  anticipatcd and liopcd for R calm, or crcn for R fog, 
so as to esc:ipc thc British men-of-war ; and thcy odcula td  on thc 
pssngc, cvcu i nn  cnlni, not o ~ c n p ~ i n , ~  mom than twelrc hours. Tlicy 
wcrc iiot nfraid of night-tinic, as thc troops had bccn practistlcl iii  

cinhrking and discmbarking, and rnoring tlic ~cssc ls  dnriiig tlic 
iiiglit .3 

Whether such an cspcciition would linrc succccdcd in rcnching tlic 
lh,olis!i shore in tlic face of any rcspcctnble nnvnl forcc is D doubtful 
qncstion. Admiral J~ord Kcith, who comninnclcd tlic nritisli navnl 
iorcc opposed to it, thonght tlier wmld ncvcr nttcmpt i t  v-itliont 
lmring thc command oE thc Chniiricl ; ~ v c  !ino\r that Kinpolcon did not 
intend tlicni to nttcmpt it, but i t  sccnis ccrt:iiri that tho French nnml 
and niilitniy comm:indcrs, w-ho ivcre not in liis sccrct, had mndc 111’ 

their minds to  t r j  it, and that nftcr some cspcricncc. 
It has indccd sometimes bccii doubtcd, whcther Knpolcon seriouslr 

cntcrtnincd thc ides of inrnding this countr~--wlicther the ~ l i o l c  
athir iras iiot n blind to dcccire tlic world, including thc Frcncli 
thcmsclms. Bnt I think no onc can rend his Icttcrs on tltc subject 
during thcsc -pxws, showing his carncst attcution to crer-j c1et:iil 
in the affair, and his anxiety \\-lien tlic action of thc plot began, 
withont coining to tho conclusion that his rriirid wns rcally set upon 
thc nttcinpt. Dnt thc strougcst cvidcncc of all is, that it was on tlic 
Iioint of being complctclr succcssful ; liis cnlculntioiis of the proln- 
Iditics of siicccss wcrc so cnrcfullg inndc, tlint the failure was due, 
not to fanlt in thc dcsign, but to  defect in cxccution. 

0 f A c r  Prepnratious. 
Thc considemtion of tlic poitits of nttnck on thc English const, nncl 

of the d o 1 c  schcmc, will come L-ttcr in subsequent parts of tlic 
1 Tllicrj, ir, 417. 2 uuinm. a Dumas, xii, 303, 312. 
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Y1:ESCII XAVAT, ASD ?dILITACT I.'ORCES PIXPARED TO\VARDS TIIE ISV.SIOS 
OF ESQLJYD, 1805. 

Place-r. Troops. Shbw of the Line. 
Frcncli 18,000 Jlnrsll. JZurniolit' Dutch 5 .... Dutcl1 12,000' .... 

. Adnll. JIissices.s-. ............... 

TESEL.. 
DICEST..  Frcncli 25,000 Gcnl. Angcrca~ Frcnch 21 -Adnil. QaIit11cauii:r. 
ROC~IEFORT ,, 4,000 ,, 

CADM ...... Siiaiiish G,000 .............. FERR .L 

C'AI~TIIAOESA 

Torior .... Fn.ncli 9,OCO .............. 

Adml. L3!le11.antl. 
,, 5 Adnil. Qourdon. 

Spanish 10 Adilil. Gmidc1Iau:i. 
,, 1.1 Ad111l. Omrinn. 

.... 
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B3rLocs 

mblrteurc.. ........ 23,587 hlnrjli. Dnroiist. .......... 30,G77 hlnrsh. Sonlt. 
E .. ............ 20,587 3Inr~11. Key. 

R r s c r ~ e  ............ 3S,601 Gen. Baragu3T (1'~Iillicrs. 
Staffand Son-coinbat. 9,133 

Totnl.. ........ 122,0151 
- .  

Oliiccrs ...... 1,023 
IIorscs .... ...... G,OGJ 

Artillcry.. .... 7,566 

Totd%:-1%,000 troop; 56 ~li ip3 of tlio line. 

TIE L.4sD PREP~\IXTIOSS I?i ESGL~SD. 
Utiready in 1804-as in 1588. 

If thcrc wcrc some points of rcscmblanco htn-ecn tho prcpaintions 
for thc inrasion of England in 1803 and thosc in 1589, thcrc are niorc 
bctwxn thc prcpamtions for resisting it n t  tliojc tmo cpochs. Thc 
gcncnl  organization of tlic forces of tho country liad been, indccd. 
much altered since the days of the Tndors; tho pcrmnmcnt Royal 
Army had becn increnscd, the old constitutional Xilitin had bccn put 
on b, scttlcd footing by Act of Parliament, a n d  IL ncw edition of i t  in 
the shnpc of Voluntccrs lind Lccn cstablislicd; nnd the \rholc \vns 
plnccd much morc imdcr thc central authority of tho Gorcrnmcnt. 
n u t  there r a s  just tlic snmc bliudncss to thc danger in tlic Govcrn- 
incnt itself, thc same mistaken pnrsimony and the samc bcn-ildering 
fuss \Then thc supremc moment :irrived. Tlicrc was. indccd, the same 
enthusiasm in tho country; a t  tlic first sound of tho trnmpct of victory 
tho English imr-spirit brokc forth, as it did in thc days of Elizahtli ; 
but tlic vcry centraking of tho authority, which ought to hare led that 
cnthusinsm, by its own supinencss wastcd it away. Thc counties n-crc 
ready to act as ever, but thcy had no longer that spring of locd powcr 
to act : thc mcn of Kent had no longer the rcsponsibility of dcfcnding 
Kcat. It   as a better sjstcm, LLO doubt, to h n ~ c  a povicrfnl cEntrnl 
auihority, but that authority haying failcd to do its duty, as in l58S, 
thcrc was no indcpcndcnt local action t3 fill tlio p p  ns  in tliosc days. 

Kow t!iis is not merely n question of historical interest; we IIRF-P 
n much morc serious concern in it, for tlic samc dcfccts still csist and 

1 Dumas, rii, 33, but an nctual " etatc" of thosc cnibnrkcd, n t  pngc 301, gircc tlw 
following :- 

" Em 5arq ids." 

1nf:intry .................... iS,7.)S 
Cnralrv.. ................... 11,610 
Artillcrx .................... 7,6f30 
Son-coinbatact3 .............. 17,476 

114,56 L 
ITorsc3 ........................ 7,30 i 

31. TLicrr, ir, 455, piws thc field prriis as 400. 
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ASOTHER WAlILSISG VOICE J!ROJI 1805. I5 

,+ lead to thc.snme ilumincut danger in tho next great war arc 
cnFgcd in. We haw gouc on improving tlic condition of the per- 
inanent tZ0ya.l Army, and elaborating 3 sj-stem on paper, and at the 
EnnlC timc WC Lare bccn nccumulntiiig more and moio power in tho 
,cntml Gorcrnment, nnd more and more snpping that local spirit 
,,-hich is aftcr all tlic CSSCI~CC of English action. And this lias resultc(1 
from thc form of Pnrliamentarj- Gorernmcnt n o v  existing in fllis 
,.O"ntrj*: not indecd directly, because iii all civil qucstions that come 
bforo Parliament, tlic importance of I O G ~  gorcrnmcnt is nhy-3.fi 
strongly insisted on, but thc jcalonsy of Parhmcrit  has prcreiitcd 
anr  Govcrnmcat from crer t q b g  to put the sjsteni of dcfencc of tllc 
,-onntry on n broader, more pcrninment, and more local, and tlicrcforc 
more n:itionnl, basis, although a propcr systcm of tlint kind wonld on 
thc xhole tcnd to deprive the central Gorcrnmcnt of somc of tLc 
military polrer they linre now got possession of. 

Thc dcfcnsirc nieasures b q i n  in England n t  the samc time that the 
Rcrolutionary. Goreniincnt in h m c c  began to threaten tlicni with 
inrasion. h'eithcr sidc appearcd to  bc vcry mncli in cnrncst iu tlic 
m3tt.r: tlic E'rcnch apparcntly did not care to do more than iiinlio 
dcsaltorF dcscents upon Ireland and England, and tho English felt 
SO confidcnt in tlic nnral guard they kept on the narrolr sc:is, that t l i q  
did little on land but d l  out tlic Xilitia and nrm the old existing 
,.Oast Lnttcrics ; nnd under the reactionary inflncncc that brought about 
tllc penec of 1801, cren this small espcnx iras cconomizcd. The 
tl-aincd troops ve rc  dislxmded, the guns and storcs sold, and tlic ships 
pnid ofT, which had bccn slowly nccumnlated during the eight years 
of Tar, and all in ordcr that thc Govcrnmcnt of tlie day should gnin 
popularitj by rcducing thc estimates. Very Iieavily we arc paying for 
that oiic ycnr's popu1:irity. 

T'cry dac rcn t  was the fccling twclre m o n t h  nftcr, wlicn tho 
terrible Xapoleon, wlio norr directed tlie energies of Fnncc, arid who 
had struck dolrn one enemy after thc other on thc continent, n o r  
turned thc nndiridcd forccs of his genius and of his kingdom npon wliat 
was knoirn to be his most ardcut dcsirc-the cmsliing of England by 
onc orcrirliclming blow. Tlie popular Gorernmcnt of pcncc  as 
spccdilj- dismisscd lo make way for the on l j  man who \vas felt to be 
n match for tllc drcaded cnenij, William Pitt. And in 1803, after n 
peace of Great Britain's oirn innking and own breaking, thc coiintq- 
lind to begin almost d ~ '  iioco in creating a flcct and nn army and de- 
fences, with tlic foe looking in a t  the gate. Tlint the conntry csuipcd 
1)ciug conquered was no merit of that popnlnr Gorcmmcnt, nor of tlic 
P~rliamcnt;  it was dnc undcr God's Providcucc to national charnc- 
teristics, which from time t o  time snyc England in spitc of Gorcm- 
mcnts. 

Tlte Six Ijrar Departineirk. 

1 cannot but con,mtulatc His Royal Highness thc prcscnt Com- 
mander-in-Chicf. The record of all t h e  strugglcs to get ready for 
the impcnding blow is contained in the corrcspondcnco of the varions 
dcpartincnts conccnicd. I Iiarc bccn allon-cd to look over somc of the 
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16 ANOTHER l V - i R X l S G  VOICE FROM 1805. 

rccords lcft by his illustrious prcdcccssor tlic Dukc of Pork ; and 1 
cannot but congratulate His R o p l  Higlincss that he has but n Sccrctary 
of S t d o  to dcal with, nnd that in pcncc, i n s t cd  of the task of his 
ropd nnclc, r h o  I~ati six difi'crcnt indcpcndcnt dcpartmcnts of the 
Gorcrnmcnt to consult, in facc of n war i l'oirfrnncc. Thcrc was thc 
Colonial Jlinistcr, who guidcd thc gcncral operations of tlic war ; the 
Sccrctary at War, who raiscd tlic forccs ; tlic Jlastcr-Gcncrnl of thc 
Ordnance, wlio proviclcd tlic war storc.j aucl commanded tlic artillcry 
mid cngincers ; tho 'l'rcnsury, who proricIctI thc snpplics ; t l i ~  Home 
Ollicc, who controlled tlic rcscrvc forces; arid tho Admiralty, w110 
conductcd tho narai dcfcncc. The Commander-in-Chicf and his 
Gcncnls of districts might propose plans of defence ; but any one of 
tlicsc political cliicfs iiiiglit upsct the whole by putting in or Icaring 
out his own little indcpcndcrit spokc. I f  n coast battery ~vas  to bc 
altcrcd, tlic proposition  nus st bc submitted througli thc Gcncid of thc 
district to tlic Commnudcr-in-Chief for liis gencral npprowl ; to tho 
Jlastcr-Gcncral for thc gnris ; to tlic Sccrctary a t  \Var for the pay of 
tlic gunncrs ; to tlic Treasury for their food ; and to- the Admiralty 
for- the coast signal. That any dcfcnrcs wcro rcady by 180.5 is in 
itsclf a mcmorial of the cncrgy of the Dritish cliaractcr d i i c h  could 
orcrromc so cumbrous a mncliinc of war. 

i t  113s bccn put togcthcr in n ncxr form, 
in one largo casr, and 1:ibellrd WAR DEP.~RTJIE:ST; and ninny pcoplc 
bclicrc i t  to  bc ail cntircly ncw cnginc, capnblc of bcing sct in motion 
by onc pcrson. It docs vcr.y \re11 for show i n  penco timc, but try to 
wt  it to uork for any practical purpose, n n 3  i t  vil1 bc found that tlic 
old limbs arc tlierc still witli the rust of agcs on thcm, and particnlarly 
stiff in tlicir connecting joints. And the most curious nrrang.cmcnt 
about this old niacliinc for IL practicd pcoplc, ns \re profcss to k, IS that  
tho man who has to xrork it, is specially selcctcd on account of his total 
igornncc  of its dctnils, and in ordcr to irisurc incrpcricncc, he is  
changcd a t  unccrtain timcs. I am not tliinking of the pcrmamcnt 
officials in thus speaking of the War Departmcct, I know n-1-41 Iiow 
hard llicy work fur tlic nation ; i t  is t l c  Gcvcrnrncnt and Pnrlinmcnt, 
who arc to blanic, who bcing rcsponsiblc to tlic country for providing 
an efficient war mnchiuc, :illow this orcrvorlcd old affair to go on. 

l 'he  I6rce drai lal lr .  
Thronglmt  1803 we find from the rccords t1i:it tho Cornmnndcr-in- 

Cliicf and his Gencnls \vcrc occnpicd in discussing a sclicmo of 
clcfcncc; about the middle of it, he crprcsscd IL confident liopc that 
tlierc ~vould shortly be deriscd somo means of impcding tho cncmy 
from advancing into the country ; what tlicn IVO may ask had tho six 
indcpcndcnt dcpnrtlncnts bccn itbout,' wlicn aftcr ciglit years of 
rspcctntioii of inmsioli, the Commander-in-Chicf of the land forccs, is 
still in aii attitude of donbt as t o  the dcfcncc ? In Octobcr of that  
scat- His Rojal  HigLncss made n gcncral rcport to tho Govcrnmcut on 
tho sclicmc of dcfciicc hc proposcd: and this documcnt is  TI-CII 
worthy of tlic attcntioii of all future dcfcnders of the couutry; for  
thoufli many of the conditions arc quitc altercd, the local peculiarities 

Tho niacliinc still csists. 
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In Great Britain and thc Cliaiincl Is- 
lands.. ........................ 

J n  Ircland ...................... 
Total.. .............. 

Tc 

Rcgulars. 

?O,OOO 
25,000 

95,OOO 

Jfilit i s  Foluntccrs ----- 
6G,000 330,000 
25,000 

81,000 330,000 
--- 

3ca Fcnciblcs. -- 
1G,000 
10,Ooo 

26,000 
-- 

Thcrc wcrc tlicn i n  the East Indics and in thc Colonics nbout 
50,300 regulam nnd Colonial corps. 

Thc Comm:i~idcr-in-Cl~icf had, thercforc, for the defence of Great 
Britain (as tlie troops in Ircland could not bc rcmovcd uiidcr tlic 
circunistanccs) about 126,000 of wliat in thc loose military ideas 
of that day, they called Rcgulars, tliat is to sa5 regular Arniy nut1 
JIiIitia. He wanted 20,000 morc, and 20,000 on the top of that, for 
the cspditionary corps ivhich ncvcr mas ready to start: not n wry  
extmvngaut dcmaud considering thc cliaractcr of tlic troops, and tho 
character of tlic 180,000 Napoleon Iiod nvailablc to bring against him. 
Thc Jlilitia had h e n  embodied during the previous eight years, and had 
bccu'considcred as thc Icgitimatc rcscrvc nnd fccdcr of the pcrmnncnt 
Army ; and thcrc mas tlicrcfore not much diffcrcncc betwecn them : 
fen- of them Iind seen rcnl Far, or l i d  any oxperienco out of tho 
United Kingdom. Hitherto thc country had dcpendcd mainly for its 
land forccs on the roluntnrly recruiting for thc regular Army and on 
tlic old constitutional Militia : and tlie insufficicncy of this pron'sion 
for the defence of tlie country, may bc judged from thcsc compaixtirc 
statcmcnts : From 1783 to 1800 tlie regular British Army had had 
ahout J5a of thc wholc popidation of tlic kingdom p e r  u)mit)t :' during 
tlic samc timc tlic French Army had taken about 6 of tlicir popnla- 
ion per annnm? or nearly tlie ~ i h o l c  such population of 20 years of 

agc cadi ycnr: and a t  thc present day thc Prnssians take in p e a c e  
f h e  pr u i m m  3fj of thcir wholc popnlatiou for thcir regular 
army. 

Bnt in 1803-4 thcVoluntcer force, which had hitherto csistcd rather 
011 suffcnnce, took a promincut aud permanent position in .the dc- 
fcnsivo elemcnfs. KOF, thc rery cxistcncc of such a body, rising up 

At the cnd of thc p p c r  nrc tables sliorring thc a h a 1  strcngth of tlic clill'crcnt 
forces and tlicir disposition. I hnro not been nblc to get that of thc To'olautccrs 
htCr than 1603; tho nunibcr in 1605 was y : i t e r .  dlison (" IIirt. Europc") says 
in 160i there wcrc 190,OOO rcgulnrs ( i n c h  iiig those nbrond), 110,000 militia, nnd 
400,000 roluntrcr3 ; tlm Iiiglic,t nuubers of forccs of a11 kinds I find meiitioiicd 
during tliat war wcrc 600,a~). 

2 Alison, ir, 21?. ' " The IIi l i tar~ Forccs of Grcat Britain," br  Major-Gcncral Sir L. Simmons, 1671. 
VOL. XY. C 

-\hen, i, 356 ; ri, 411. 
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18 AKOTHGR \VAIth’Ih’G VOICE FXOY 1805. 

spontaneously as it did a t  the beginning of tlic war, was a moral force 
fiuch as few countrics lime bccn fortunate cnongh to posscss. Tlic 
mighty Napoleon ivas tr+g a t  this very time, in 1803, to rouse arti- 
ficially in France that spirit, whicli in England was almost orer- 
powering in its free growth. Th6 Volunteers liad 11s yct been only D 

comparatively small supplcmcnt to tho JIilitis ; but in 1803 thc 
Government being frightened not out of their wits, but into them, 
then commenced that scrics of cxpciiments, which continued up to 
1812, on the mising of n British army, and wliicli will be found a mino 
of study to the inventors of such sclicmes nt the present day. It was 
tho first of these, an attempt to raise n sort of 2ety  el, ~ n a s s ~  of thc 
country, that drove the wliole of those liable to its operations in (L body 
into thc ranks of tlic Voluntccrs. Thus these 330,000 recruits, who 
h:id suddcnly sprnng out of thc ground, wcre, though equally enthu- 
siastic, of a different character to those which had gmdunlly grown on 
to thc Militia, and the Commander-in-Chief very properly did not trust 
rcrx much to their nssistancc in his scheme of defcncc. 

And unlcss we nltcr our ideas upon tho subject of Grcat Britain’s 
war requirements wry considerably, this is precisel the general 
chamctcr of tlic force which the futiirc Commander-in- F hief will hove 
to dcal with in prcparing to defend the country against future in- 
Yasion. A few Regulars, n partially trained and hurriedly iricreascd 
Militia, and a mst  crowd of Voluntecrs. Whether thc 150,000 
experienced soldiers of Xapolcon would have forced their way through 
tlioso spirited dcfcnders of thcir country up to Jmndon, is a problem 
~ v c  a n  only approximate to, by considering tho adrancc of tlic 
Prussian Army, in 1870, through thc mhole French regular 
over n distance three times that of London fivm tlic coast, 
As we did in 1588, as we did in 1797, as we did in 1803, SO arc 
wo doing now ; v o  arc trusting entirely to that one line of defence, 
thc guarding of a narrow strait of sca by cur ships. Wc ham really 
a t  the present time no arrangement a t  all for increasing largely and at 
oiice the nuniber of xrgiilar troops in thc United Engdorri, any more 
than wc had a t  any one of tho timcs aborc mentioned: and yet that 
was felt at each of thc epoch to bo the one effectual sccuritj- against 
such n fearful danger. 

Wtc Co11zaza1zdm-6z-C~ief s llepor[. 
In considering thc clcfence of the Kingdom in 1803, thc Corn. 

niaiidcr-in-Chief took the coast betivccn Xorfolk and Portsmouth, as 
the most rulnernblc part-it must be remcmhred that the threatcried 
points of departure of the invader cstcndcd from Tcxcl to l3rest- 
and that tho kind of vcsscls constructed for thc grmt French flotilla, 
implied D sliort paswgc. He then describes tlic numerous practicable 
plnces for the enemy’s landing on that coast: and lays down tlio 
innxim, far morc applicablc now tlian thcn, that I‘ The period of 
I‘ tho emmy’s greatest wcakncss would be that of his landing : ” and in 
order to take cidvantage of this weak moment, he proposes to distri- 
Lute part of what he calls his regular forces, that is of tho 126,000 
nboyc mentioned, in camps along tkc coast within emj- march of 
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ANOTHER WARNIh’G VOICE FROM 1805. 19 

i t ;  roluntcers of the countics conccrncd to proceed on the ap- 
pcemnc~ of tho enemy to reiuforce theso rcgulars. He then discuses 

possible advance of tho cacmy from some point of this ~ 1 -  
*,&lC coast upon London ; for he assumes, as almost every military 
nlAn, either invader or defender of England, has assumcd, that 
tla object of the cnemj- T o d d  bc to math Loudon by tlic shortest 

sible line, without turning asidc for any purpose if ho could help 6 And he d n w s  attention to the serious danger, which stilt rcmains 
as matter of very grcnt conccrn in 0x11. defensive s stem, that there 

no good riaturd positions bctvicen this mlncrnb~o coast line and 
tilc capital, on which a dccisirc battle could bc fought with advantap: 
beIlco he argues on the necessity of strengthening artificially such 

exist, in ordcr to gnin timc for the forccs to accumulate to 
oIlpOsO thc enemy’s adrancc. The tremendous difficultj- of the 

was to him, xi it is still, in the “dangerous proximity of 
6‘ the &%pita1 to the coast.” And he s a ~  no way OE escnping the risk of 
losing the capital, but by intrenching and defending it. 

Napoleon7s Plait of AtfacE. 
Tho m a k  part of this system of defencc appcars to be in scattering 

tlie rc,dars too much : as the whole defcncc depended on thcm. Thc 
p l c m l  principle - 3 s  that thc rcgulars were to remain i n  their dis- 
t.ricts, nnd the voluntcers Tcre to march to reinforce thcm: thc \\-hole 
concentrating towards London. But as the x h u t c c r s  were not to 
mow until the enemy appcarcd, the commander must hare had littlc 
notion of Kapokon’s speed of morcmcnt if he espccted to hare time 
to assemble them betwcen tho coast and the capital, in IL position to 
oppose him.’ An inspection of the map accompanying this paper 
will show how very much scnttered the English land forces werc 
just bcforc tlio erpccted invasion.? \Vc hnrc no authoritative 
account of tho lines of attack on which Kapolcon proposed to 
more: but we know that he asked for the command of the 
chaunel for only six days,’ and said that ho would bc .in London 
in fivc days,‘ and that his naval officers cnlculntcd on performing 
tlie passago b~ rowkg the boats of tho flotilla in twclrc hours 
st tlic utmost, and that 120,000 men could hnvc been c:irricd in 
the flotilla; hcnco \YO may conclude that the mass of hi forccs \rere 
to bc landed on the coasts of Kent and Susscx. This is confirmcd by 

The n t e  of march for the troops from inland, mountcd on wnggons, was nlculntcd 
at 25 miles D diy;  nnd it vns cipccted t h t  the roluntcers who nsnnblcd a t  
Lciccstcr would bo in London in ECTCD dare from the first alarm of the CII,:IIIJ’s 
appranncc. . ’ In the scheme for the Mobilisation of tho Army, d i i c h  mas publizhctl in 
the Army List for Dcccmbcr, 1875, this defect ha3 bccn nroidcd. .Thc bulk of the 
Regular forccs nnd of the Jlilitia, are to bo conccntrnted nt ccrtnin Gsed h c c ~  in 
the Uiiitcd Gngdom, in n-nr timc, and forincd iiito ciglit nrniy corps, togctilcr con- 
stitutin- the mornblc army for the intcrnal dcfcucc of the kingdom: and tlic btdk 
of thc foluntccrs nre to form the s t a t i o n q  garrisons for the pcmancnt deftii>ire 
worh-e. 

l)umns. ’ Alison, r, 150, quoting Xontholon. 
c c  
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20 - AKOTIIER JVARh'Ih'O VOICE, FROX 1605. 

n French map of tho channel which I harc seen, and which indicatcs Six 
plnccs of landing on thosc coasts, viz., Brighton, Ncwhnren, Hastings, 
Sliorncliffc, ])over, and Ucal, Kith routes from cach to London. 
Otlicr landing plnccs arc innrkcd at Swanagc (wcst of thc Isle of 
JVight), in thc Biistol CIi:innel, and a t  Hari\-ich on tlic cast const, 
with routes also up to London; but these would probably bc thc 
feints to be mado by detachments from tlic flcets a t  Urest nud 
T e d  If thc main body wcrercally to land at thcsc six places, then 
following tlic idcns expressed by Napoleon himself of securing one of 
his flanks on tho Thames, tlic woulii probably hare  adranccd in 
ccliclon from tlio riglit, and t i n s  have prcl-cutcd both tlieir flnnks 
from being turned. The nbore map, by the rcfcrcnccs on it, evidently 
was conncctcd with tho sclieme of inrasiou at that period.' 

Z'ortc@xliorcs and Giciis. 

Tho fortificntions of tho south nnd cast pnrts of England wcre in a 
wrctclicd condition for  n country t o  go to w n r  with. Tlic fortifica- 
tions enclosing Portsmouth existed, and tliosc enclosing Portsea wcru 
completed or nearly so ; and Blockhouse Port, Soutlisca Castle, nnd 
somo coast bnttcries in Stokcs Bay. A t  Dover tlie Castle, the citadel 
on the westcrn heights, and some 6ca battcrics existed. At Chatliam 
oric or two of the small forts on tlie lines only csistcd. At Sheerness 
Garrison Poiut was fortified, and on tho Tliamcs, Tilbury Fort and trio 
or t h e e  battcrics bclow i t  were a? tlic dcfcnccs. On the coast be- 
twecu these places and up north to Parmouth, ,them were batteries 
irhicli had bcen constructed since 1703 : but tliesc and thc whole of 
tlie other works had been partly dismantled during tlic short livcd 
pcace of 160.7. As to the rest of tho coast of Great Britain in 1803, 
tlicrc was not a general from tlio north of Scotland down to Land's 
End who did not write to represent tho dcfencelcss state of his 
district. 

311.. Pitt, iii 1806 (rilicn lie returncd to office), like Lord Palmciston, 
in 1859, s n r e  a neri start to the fortifications of tho country. About 
tlint period wcro commenced at Portsmoutli tho Gosport Lines, tlio 
LIilsca. Lines, Fort Alonckton, and Fort Cnmbcrland. A t  Dorm the 
Iiucs on thc westcrn hcights were constructed as ficld works. A t  
Chatham also the lines were made ns Geld works, and onu or t r o  of 
the detached forts commenced. And thc lines a t  Sheerness. Along 
the const between Portsmouth and Parmouth, those cstcnsivo series 
of JIartcllo towers and coast battcrics now cxisting wcrc begun. 
At Plymoutli, the lincs round tlio ilockynrd wcrc niado as field works, 
and ficld redoubts coustructed on tho neighlmuring sea heights ; the 
citadel and some of tlic sea batteries existed hforc. 

But  not many of these works wcre ready to resist tho attack i f  it 
l i d  been made in 1805 ; indeed, tlic to!vers on tho cast coast \wrc not 
I q u n  till 1805 ; and the dcficiency of guns I\ as loudly coniplnincd cf. 
"lie inadcquatc idcns ou this subject might IN judgcd from the tot?.) 

I The points of debarkation and thc routes to London as shoim on tlint map nrc 
marked ou tlic map accompaujing this p p c r .  
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AXOT€IEll \VARSISG VOICE FROM 1805. 21 

of garrison guns (from 42 to 6 pounders) in fortresses and 
untterics bctwccn Sheerness and hngcness,  including Dover, i n  1803, 
king 335, nnd with only 80 rounds per gun of alumknition : K:ipoIcou 
llaring 500 g:irrison guns at l30~10g1ie alone. lllso that thc Corn- 
mnndcr-in-Chief in 1803 c d d a t e d  on having 490 field g u s  amilablc 
Tor the dcfcnco of tho whole of Great Britain, with 150 rounds per 
pn: Napoleon having 400 ready to embark in his flotilln, besides 
jOmO 2,000 pieced belonging to thc vessels tlieuisclrcs. h d  tllc 
WjCrvc of sxiinll arm nmmnnition in the fortresses nnd fired camps 

Lord 
Ch:itham (Master-General of the Ordnance in 1303) ingcnuouslF 
remjrks that he could ~ ~ p p l j -  tho p u s ,  but the difficulty was to gct 
p u e r s ,  officers, and horses, ant1 seems to think it n satisfactory 
csplanation to say that  “goodn-ill and nnmbcrs \rill not supplj- the 
1‘ q1ialitics necessary in artillery : ” it would have bceu rather more so 
if that undisputed truth had bccri tnkcu into account in 1790. And 
to tho Commnndcr-in-Chicf’s rcitcmtcd representations of the \rant of 
proper fortifications for tho arsennls aud dockyards, ho retiirns tho 
regular answr ,  which has been Iiauclcd down :trnong other parts of 
tile old mncliinc, “it has bcen rcferrcd to a committee.” One cnii 
fancy thc cornmittcc sitting stcadil.~ through tlic crisis, and making ,2. 
most rnlunblc report vhcn  it wos all o-ier. As to the cntrenclinients 
for strcngtlieniug the rnrious positions between tho coast nnd tlic 
capital, selcctcd for mahing n stand at, esccpt the two camps now 
cxist.ing a t  Colcliestcr and Shorncliffe, and a position a t  Clelmsford, 
I cannot find that anything was done at all; esccpt, indeed, D brisk 
corrcspondcnce 11s to whcthcr it was tho duty of the Commander-in- 
Chief or the BI:istcr-Gencial of the Ordnance to malie them. 

We nrc now in a bcttcr condition as regnrds the defence of oui 
n a d  arsenals, tlianks to Lord Pnlmcrston ; but tlic coast line,cspecially 
that “ vulncm1)lc coast lino ” and thc mercantile harbours, nre not 
much bctter on thc wholo noF than they vicre tlicn : the batteries and 
guns for the most part me almost as obsoletc ns if those of 1805 still 
remained. On the east coast pnrticnlarlj-, that coast ~ h i c l i  I V ~ S  

directly thrcatcned by Xapoleon’s Tcxcl expedition, and opposite d ~ i c l i  
a possibly ricw enemy hns sprung up. since his clay, tho towers nnd 
batteries of 1809 are still the main defeucc, and as regards the 
guns of thc prcscnt day, are almost ns t h c j  wcrc left in 1812. Rc- 
member tlic two momls on this subject, one from England and tho 
other from Fmncc :-“The period of the enemy’s greatest wcah~css 
“ is that of his landing : ” nnd “ les bitimens Anglais furent contraiuts 
“ dc tonir Ic largc-par l’cffct dcs pic‘ces de fort calibrc.”’ 

The Defemc of Londo~t .  
The project for defending London included Highgnto on thc north, 

nurl Sjdcnli:im nod Woolwich on the south, nnd had a circuit of 4G 
miles--s large schemo for that day. But when wc learn that 170,000 
men were considercd as tho ncccssary gnrrison, that tho greater part 

a t  the rate of 60 rounds nliead for about 230,000 men. 

Dunins, xu, 42. 
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22 ANOTlIEB WARNING VOICE FRO31 1805. 

of them were to be furnished by London itself, and that the cntrench- 
mcnts werc to be made in a few days, after the landing of the enemy, 
one begins to doubt whether it was seriously intended to e a q  out 
such a project, which would hardly hare delayed the capturc of the 
capital for a day. That was all, horn-ercr, the Commander-in-Chief 
could hope to do,-to put as much obstruction as possible in the direct 
\my of the enemy-between him and the great prize he sought. And 
this must be the principle of all projects of defence of the Kingdom : 
SO that on whatevcr point of the coast an enemy may land, it will be 
certain that he will haw to fight his way through a succession of 
obstacles up to London, the last nnd greatest of a11 being close to the 
capital itself. 3Ir. Pitt saw that. In  discussing the dcfenec in Par. 
liament at this time, he said: "It is in vain to say son shou!d not 
" fortify London because your ancestors did not. If, by the erection 
" O€ works such as I am recommending, you can delay the pro,gess 
" of the enemy for three days, it  may make the difference betmen 
" the safety or the destruction of the capital. It r i l l  not make the 
" diffcrenee betvieen the conquest and the independence of this 

country ; for that will not depend upon one nor upon ten battles : 
L L  but it makes the differencc between tho loss of thousands of lives 
" and millions of property, and of confounding the efforts and 
L L  causing failure in tho enterprise of the cncmr."' Napoleon saw it, 
for on the map I h x e  mentioned before, thcre is an entrenched camp 
marked on the north side of London, from which he intended to 
defend his prize: and long after, at  St. Helena, in discussing the 
general question of fortifying capitals, he said : " A great capital is 
" the country of the 0031-er of the nation; it is the centre of opinion, 
" the general depBt : it is the grcatcst of all contradictions to leave a 
" point of such importance vithout means of immediate dcfcncc."' 
And hc cnumeratcs the mpid conquests hc made of Austria, Prussia, 
and Spain, owing mainly to the defenceless state of their capitals a t  
the time ; and the loss of his own kingdom, in 1814, from the same 
cause; to which we may now add, its protlltcted dofcncc in 1870, in 
consequence of the deliberate adoption of his a d ~ i c e  in time of pro- 
found peace. 

OlAer Prepnrutio)is. 
S e n d  other points of p a t  importance in the defence of the 

country are discussed in the Commander-in-Chief's correspondence. 
The w n o r a l  of the inlmbifaitts froin the coast, and the wnoral or 
destruction of lice a d  dead stock, is a .i-cry serious question : thou@ 
full regulations were laid do- a t  the time about it, on the whole it 
was left to be carried out too much at the last moment. Some steps 
towards it ought to be takcn always on declaration of war. Napolcon 
trusted much to capt.uring a largc number of horses in England. 

The accumulation of prouisions a t  tlie central points of assembly of 
the forces, though much considered, was not sufticicntlx prorided for, 
judging by the reports of some generals ; too much dependence \\-as 
apparently placed on local resources, especially on village ovens for 

L L  

Alison, r, 160. 2 Alison, v, 161. 
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ANOTHER WARNING VOICE FROJZ 1805. 23 

bking  brcnd. AS all propert’y taken for the llse of the troops, OP 
destro-pd on advance of the cncmy, was to be paid for by the Govern- 
ment, at Kzir rates, it vould have been better, on both Counts, to haw 

dcp0ts of lit-c and dead stock a t  central points on declaration 
of war, and to have fed thc forces from them, replenishing them from 

Wc shall sco further on Napoleon’s opinion as to false 
economy on this head. 

Dcpdts i f  dfilitary Stores, at the central points, do not appear to 
l1actve bccn sufficiently attended to ; the arsenals and fortresses were 
depended on for these articles. But those places would haw quite 
Cnongh to do in issuing stores in  bulk, without hxiing to deal Tt-ith 
troops in detail. And if the foimation of such temporary dcp& i q  
left to the time of imminent danger, there d l  be the confusion and 
w&e, such as has happcned on more than one occasion since those 
days. The first thing Napoleon began with was the dcpBts for 
artillery and military stores. 

corps of local Pioxeers were established all round the coast; and 
the correspondence shows how much impressed the Commander-in- 
Chief and his gcncrals were with the importance of such locd bodics, 
for assisting in forming entrenchments, in making and destroying 
mads and bridges, inundating marshes, 8-c. Tlic Railway Engineer 
Corps was intended partly to  supply this want a t  tho present day ; 
but howerer wluable and indispensable such a corps would bc for 
special works, it is to the locnl corps of Volunteer Engineers we must 
look for thc chief assistance in this rcspect. B u t  if these corps are 
to take the place of those pioneers, who mcrc so much in dcmand in 
1803, they should be prnctiscd in their o m  loczlities on the description 
of work they d l  haye to do, and not treated as ordinary infantry 
voluntcers. 

Re,nnrks. 

coast. 

The whole of this part of the story may be in effcct summed up in 
these words : ‘‘ Great Britain declared war f irs t ,  ant1 t h  began to 
‘‘ think about preparing for  it‘nftcricards.” Eot the first nor thc 
last time she has done so; the old story was precisely repeated in 
1861. There ims plenty of energy in 1803 when they did begin to 
preparc, no lack of war onthusinsm ewrywhere, but the alarming 
feature of it all, the terrible tone that pervaded it throughout, was 
that it had to be done as it were under firc, in presence of the enemy. 
Whiic Napoleon’s single genius was rapidly arranging his forces for 
action, the British war authorities were still discussing what systcni 
of defence ther should make, and the British Parliament was fighting 
about the general principles on which the forces should be recruited. 
It was not the want of warlike spirit; there wcre 7 or 800,000 men 
undcr arms, almost every man of whom had cnlistcd of his own frcc 
will; but not one quarter of them kncT anxthiing of drill or dis- 
cipline. And nothing hnd been settled as to the positions they were 
to occupy or how they were to get there, or how to bc prox<sioneil 
when they got there; no defences had bcen prepared, no guns 
mountcd. When Napoleon cnlculated on the disaffection of a large 
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2 4 .AXOTHER \\'AP.E;IXG VOICE FROM 1805. 

p3rtion of tho English pcoplc to thcir constitution hc shoivcd how 
littlc a forcigncr, cvcn of tho highest intclligcncc, understands our  
national cIiar:tctcr ; but when Iio propLesicd the indecision and con- 
fusion of the British Government, Iiu Inid barc thc \vcak point of the 
country, of which futurc cncmies may still take ad\-antogc. 

For tho indecision as to our ivar policy csists still, and tliercforc tlic 
confusion that Kill arise on n dcclnxxtiori of war may be confidently 
foretold. IVc havc h e n  told lately by n high political authority that 
tlic old maxim, si cis pacent para belhou, is no-s to be intcrprctcd, 
" If you wish for peaeo, preparc for pence." If that means that you 
arc to makc no prcpnmtion for Tar whatcrer, then that was cxactly 
what hnppcned in 1793 nnd 1803; with n result each timc not cn- 
couraging to that interprctation. But if it means that you arc to 
mnko cvcry requisits prcpnrntiori to dcfend yoursclf ;&on and w1iei-c- 
ever you arc attacked, then that is crnctly thc interprctntion I should 
w i A  thc 13ritish Government to giro to tho old Latin prorcrb. 

Our present conditioii, from a 
\rar point of view, as compared with 1803, may bo g c n e d y  stntcd 
thus: our cstcrnal cmcs and liabilities havo multiplied manifold ; w e  
1iavc morc dcpcndcncies to look nftcr, much morc ocean wealth CY- 
posed to attack, rcry much greater depcncleney on foreign food ; nrid 
\YC are more liablc to invasion. Thesc arc all against us. On tlic otlicr 
liand, wc liavc double the population, wit11 probably doublc tho wealth 
per head, and improved wxpons to dcfend ourselves with. Upon 
tlic   hole, it inust be allomd tliat our general condition is les3 seciim 
froin vital injnrr bj- an enemy than in 1805 ; and an cvidencu of it 
appeaix in tho successive panics that come o w r  tho country ul)mi 
cvery thrcat of Tar. Wcll did tho Duke of York demonstnfc this 
wlicn he said of thc stnto of affairs in 1603: ''A panic g c i ~ e ~ ~ l l y  
" nriscs fmm a d,mgcr wliicli has not becn foreseen. A high-spirited 
" peoplc never despond when thcy feel tlieinselves posscssed of tho 
" iueans of resistnucu." If this view of our position is corrcct, as I 
think it could bc shown to be by details, our preparations for 
ht.curing our position ought to be so much tho morc cnivfully lnadc 
l a  forehand. 

Our Present Land Forces. 
Xow, in thc first plaec, what lnnd forces hnvo we actually ad lab lc  ? 

Thc wholc of our pact cstnblishinent af all imks and 311 kinds, and 
to defend all pnrts of our  enipire, is, according to tlio Statesman's 
Tcnr Book of 1875, a b u t  500,000. This number, in proportion to 
populntion, is about one-third of thc maximum n u m h r  of all sorts, 
i.iisci1 to defend our then cmpire during thc war of the French 
Rcrolntion. Where arc tho other t~o-t l i i rds  to come from in casc of 
war? Rccollcct, we aro in n worsc gcnci-nl position as regard?, an 
ciicmy than at  that time; \yo thcrcforo cannot do with less than tlio 
smno piwportion of land forccs in war. Indeed, when wc consider tlic 
cliaractcr of tho chango in our position, that a matcrid part of it  
consists in more distant and extended responsibilities over the irorld, 
rve must expcct to require n grcatcr proportion to population thon was 

IVc arc not so prcpnrcd nt present. 
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ASOTIIEI: WdRXlh’O VOICE FROM 1805. 25 

rcquircd in 1805. Then, again, consider the chaiactcr of the foixes. 
A b u t  200,000 out of the 500,000 are regular troops, belongiug to 
thc Quccn’s pcrmanent Army ; bctter drillcd, better disciplined, and 
bttcr conditionctl nltojicthcr than what were called Rcgularu in 1805. 
~~e taw, therefore, as regards the rcgular troops, au adrantage in 
quality, and not so great a disproportion in quantity. But tllcrc is 
Bnothcr standard for armies to Le considered bcsidcs populntiori, and 
tllat is, the force tho encmy is likely to bring against you;  and it 
will bc found, on consideiation of tlic prcscut standing armies of 
l:uropc, as compared with those of the Great Kapolcon’s days, that 
thej- bare not only doubled in strength, and hare also improvcd in 
drill and discipliuc, but that far more cKcctive and sure mcans aro 

taken to iiicrcasc thoso numbers of txainccl troops lapidly and 
Iargcly in war. 

j\’lint measures have we now for increasing rapidly and largely 
those 200,000 regulars? I don’t think i t  is putting the c:ise too 
strongly to say, tliat w o  hare absolutely none worth mentioning. 
Thcrc is a so-called Army Rcscrvc. I nish to speak with respcct of 
thc attcuipts by Lord C a r d d l  to improve our Army ; there :irc hi-o 
of his measures which bcar upon this part of my subject-tho Army 
Rcscrvc and tlic IJocalisation. But \\licn ono hcars of 30,000 as a 
high rcsnk anticipated from the first, one is reminded of a former 
Army Rcscrve in 1803, of which JLr. Windham said, in 1805, that it 
\CRS “ like n, turnpike gnto which mcn \VCI-C paid to go fhrotcg?i, and no 
‘‘ more mado an army than the lobby of tho House of Commons mado 
‘‘ the members. . . It w ~ s  like LIarlequin’s horse, the only fault of 
“ which was that hc was dead.” The snuic epitaph, ‘I fcar, would do 
for Loth rescrvcs : ‘‘ Requiescit in pace el  n o n  in Lello vesiirget.” Xow, 
bcaiing in mind that it r a s  “trained soldiers ” that wcrc in clcluand 
iu 1803, not recruits, not 3Iilitii, not Volnntccrs; that the question as 
put to Parliarncrit eren in 180G, aud by n Whig Xinister, was: 
‘‘ HOW are IYC to ci~siire to this country what unqucstionably it has 
‘‘ ncrcr had, a never failing and adcqiiate supply of regular soldiers ?” 
I think -KC shall not bc going beyond the mark, in 1876, iu put- 
ting the requisite reservo of the regular army at nearer 300,000 
than 30,000. And a t  the Lack of tlicsc should bc the Nilitin 
and tho Voluntccis; not a militia wliich has the distiiiction of 
regulars without thc training; not roluntccrs which, as was said of 
those of 1803, “ were as much an army ns a man’s picture is liirnself ;” 
I d  which shall Loth ‘of them together form tho old constitutional 
force, the armed pcoplo of Eiiglancl, p y a r c d ,  as Pitt said of them, 
“ to figlit on thcir own soil for evcr~.thiiig dcar to tho individual and 
“ importaut to the State.” Theso men would form the garrison of 
Fnglaud, while the rcgulars formed tho moving army. Xo amount of 
Ironclads could in these dags gire the same strength to tho cfcfenclcrs, 
and hcsitntiou to thc enemy, llg the kno\vledgc that two sncli bodies 
could bc callcd iuto existence a t  R few d a p ’  warning. 

Preprnf ion  for Jfobilisafioiz. 
That is one preparation requircd. Biiothcr which, like the formci*, 
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26 Ah.OTIIEB WAItNING VOICE FR9M 1805. 

can only be properly done in time of pcaec, consists in the arrnnge- 
mcnts for concentrnting all tho forces v-licn raised, a t  suitable places 
in the country selected beforehand, for collecting tho necessary wnr 
stores and provisions nt these places, for constructing field works 
in positions cmefully planned before, for taking possession of ccr- 
tain mil-mys and tclegraplis nnd occnp+g certain lands, so that, 
on dcclnration of war, all tliese qncstiou will not l inw to be 
discussed by Committees at  the War Offiec, as -in 1803; but that 
that  declaration, +so facto, will be the authority for Genernls of 
districts, in concert with Lords-Lieutenant of counties, to pro- 
ceed a t  once to carry out tlie plans lying all ready drawn up in 
detail in tlicir offices. Wc know that n great deal hns bcen olrendy 
done, and is doing, toir-aids this essential preparation, cspcciallj in the 
latcly created Intelligence Department of the War  Office, which has at  
oncc shoFn its ralne by commencing to perform that important 
scrricc towards the defence of the country, hitherto almost unattended 
to, of collcctirig thc ncccssary information to enable the ii-;ir autho- 
rities of tlie couritry to decide upon the a b o n  questions; and the con- 
stitution of tho different army corps, &c., pu1)lished in the i h m y  List 
for December, 1873, shows how carcfull and fully that Department 

their ralnnble labours, if i t  is not to bc nll lost labour and waste 
p3pcr, the Government will then have to do its pnrt, in putting 
the mholc arrangements on such a practical and permanent footing, 
that tho two load authorities abore mentioned-tho civil and tho 
military-will have both tho Iegd  power and tho practical means 
of carrfing them out, without further direction from either Parlia- 
mcnt or Goccrnmcnt; so' that wc shall not hare, as Iiappened in 
1803, to discuss a Defence Act under the excitement of external 
war, as well as under tlie internal disputes of party politics, 
nrid parade, ns they did, our family jars before the world a t  a time 
when the tlioughts of tlic whole country should be turned solcly 
towards its defence. And to sntisfy the country of the efficac~ of the 
arrangements, they sliould be put to pmctiml proof by making the 
Autumn 3lanccuvres an opportunity of collecting forces by milwny 
on different parts of the coast to meet an actual debarkation from our 
fleets. 

lias considcrcd this snbjcct. ' But after t E ese Ofiicers havc completed 

Localisaiioih of Arcilioriiy. 

And yet, notwithstnnding Rcscrrcs, Defenccs, and Actsof Pnrlinmcnt, 
there will still be confusion and delay, unless a more real Zocalisaiioir 
of authority is establislicd than esists a t  present. Lord Cardwell's 
Localisation Act came in with such a flourish of trumpets, thnt manF 
people believed that it completely effected this object; tliey should be 
made aware, therefore, tlint it nicrcly connected the regular regiments 
with the militinregimerits, and left the powers of local General Officers 
almost as limited as erer, and even reduced that of Lords-Lieutenant 
of counties. Now, in 1588, the counties paid for their own troops 
and OKD defences, and hence each county had an interest and a prido 
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ASOTHER WAIINIh'O VOICE FROM 1805. 27 

in making both eficicnt, and they shomcd by thcir acts that they ]lad. 
T~~ ccdarics after, the systcm had SO complctcly changed, that 
between l i 9 3  and 1814, thcrc must hare bcen aboot twenty different 
indiGdualS, who cPndncted thc WliolC dcfcnc2s of the kingdom from 
IfincIon, each coming new to the work, each iiidcpcndent of the other, 
escll iTitkIiS o m  crotchets, which he insisted on haling discussed by 
parliament, as tho one original and only effectual panacca for sccnrity. 
And i f  wc hn-ic v-?r in 1876, thcre will be two or three gentlemen in 
pall bhll, who probably began to study military mnttcrs for thc first 
time about t d w  months ago, W ~ O ,  with the help of thc clcctric 
telegraph, will equdly dccidc on the morements of a General's ~ m j ,  
tl1c issuc of an extra ration to Prirate Smith, tho firing of an extra 

of ammnnition, and the purchase of a pnlisadc; and these 
p t lcmen may bc ohangcd at any momcnt for two or three others, 
,&o will hare equally to dccidc these questions with probably equal 
knodcdgc of them. This is not n system suited to the English 
character ; that is only brought out into full nction by the rcspon- 
sibility of indepcndcnt power within the rangc of cach man's spliero 
of duty. This I belicro to be the ctiicf IXUSC of tlic succcss of British 
gcamen, and of the  constant vitality of our Kaoy tliroagli all England's 
difficnltics. Thc Gcncral of a district ought, like the Admiral of n 
Flect, to feel himself rcsponsiblc for ercry part of thc military matters 
in his district j for the fortifications, the guns, the military stores, the 
proyisions, and for the efficiency of all the arnngements we liam been 
talking of, for tlic dcfcnce of tho country. At present he is virtually 
only responsible for the disciplinc of the troops and thc drill of tho 
infantrF and cava l r~  ; and it has this doubly injurious effect, that the 
Generals cease to tnke a real interest in the defensive measnrcs of the 
country, and it comcs to bc considered that ability in drilling troops 
of the line is the one essential qualification for a General. And thcro 
is the same want of unity of knowledge and power in the War Office 
i n  London. Thcrc is no Commander 5-Chief of the British forces 
reallj-y; he is only tlic Officer commanding thc regular troops in the 
United Kingdom. We have little \vars going on continual1 in eccry 
climate on the globe, and we don't know horn soon' we may L ave great 
wars going on in parts wc arc totally ignorant of; and yet me h a m  * 
only just cstnblishcd an Intelligcncc Dcpartmcnt to collcct the indis- 
pensable information for such Tars ; and we hnva now no onc pcr- 
mment pcrson in a position to combine that infoilnation with a know- 
ledge of all tho war resources of the empire, in such a manner as to 
gnidc tlic'temporary political War Xinistcr in conducting the dcfcncc 
of it. 

NATAL PREPARATIOSS IS EXOL.WD. 

Orer-Coilfirleiice in o w  Secitrify. 

I am not competent to enter into any detailed hiscussion of thc 
lessons to bc drawn from the n a r d  prcparations in England to opposo 
the projcctcd,invrtsion of 1803. I 'can only state, and that briefly, the 
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28 AXOTIIER WARNIXG VOICE FROM 1805. 

general character of ‘them, and such points in them as strike ma to  bo 
prominent; leaving it to naval men to extract wlint morn1 tlicy can 
for the next timc. 

Thc gcncrd iuiprcssion mado upon mc by the records of tho n a d  part 
of tho dcfcncc is, the confidencc in tho succcssful result of it that was 
felt bpth on sea arid land; and yet the X a ~ y  was in just the S ~ I I I C  
condition of unre:idiliess as tho Army when tho w:ir broke out. 
Twice in liis career lind JIr. Pit t  to re-construct tho British Xwy- 
once in 1793, and again in 1804. In  1792 there wero only 15 
line-of-battle ships in commission and 15,000 seamen; in 1791 there 
merc SO’ liners in commission and 70,000 seamen.’ Here secrns a11 
argument for providing n largo mscrvc for the Navy, of seamen, ships, 
and stores ; what expense, what labour, what unjust riiiscry must linvo 
been occasioned by hnving to purchase, build, and impress to that 
extent iu a j-car. Tho unsatisfactory cliar:icter of thc impress was 
shown by l’itt’s :ittempt., in 1794, to iiiisu n reserve, by taking n 
titho of men, out of the JIerchnnt Scnicc,  in n systematic ~ a y ,  
according to tonuqc, by which, out of n total number of 100,000 
rnercliant scamen, lie expected to get 20,000 ; :ind another 10,000 by 
IcvIing one man from ercry parish. n u t  this rodeand unjust method 
did not npparently succeed any better than the still rndcr and more 
unjust impress. In 1602, tho u u m h r  of seamen was allowed to get 
down to 30,000, and i n  1804 it had to be niisect ay$n to SO,000.’ 
An? of tlic yessels purchased n t  this time for the Wavy, to rcplacc 
thosc sold in 1801, mauy wcro lost owiug to their untitness for tho 
purpose. James says t h t ,  in 1804, them were 87 war vessels launched ;3 

tho Government, in 1802, liad evidently been ‘ I  prepnriiig for pcace,” 
according to Blr. Porstcr’s interprotation.‘ 

Not\r.itIistanding this makeshift fleet, t1ioi.c seemed to be no doubt 
in anybody’s mind that “tho nirrow seas” tvei*? quite securely 
guarded. Tlic tone of the Knvy is that of nien nccustonicd to victory, 
nnd ylmtlicr the squadrons were lnrge or small, bxlly found or not, 
there was no hesitation about keeping up tlie blockade of tho enemy’s 
n a ~ a l  forces. This difference of feeling, as coinpared with the land 
forces, was not doe to any diffcrenco in tho men tliemselres, for as 
soon as England got n really efficient army on to the Continent, under 
u. really eIlicicnt commander likcr Wcllington, we tiud exactly the same 
ntmosplicre of &tory, and feel tlic same confidencc in ultimate succcss 
in nll diflicultics. In each case tho inen mcro confident in thcir o ~ i  
strength, only in the Navy that had p w n  up as R part of their 
necessarily self-dependent and responsible csistctice ; wherdns, in the 
Arniy, tliat state of csistenco is II war plaut not grown in pcnco 
time. 

Therc is, however, I think, a note of warning to us, iri that very 
confidcncc of the people of England in the secure guarding of tlic 
narrow scns ; for it  .wis that underlying fccling which caused them to 
neglect their defences 011 laud. There was evidently a t  the bottom 

’ I “Ann. Reg.,)’ 1705. 2 “Ann. Reg.” Jimes, “ K’m. IIist.” 
4 Xr. 11‘. E. Forstcr’e nddreas nt Edinburgh, Xor., 1878. 
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ASOTJIEIL \VAl:h’ISC VOICE FEON 1805. 29 

tl,c unspoken idea tha t  all tlic.prcpnrations on Innd wcre rcry well as 
cridcnco cf tho spirit of the people; biit thnt  thc enemy would 

,,crer really comc, the Fleet would take a r c  of tlint. We sIia11 see 
in tllc next pmt how wrx, v q - . n c a r l r  the  cneniy \vcrc in  coming in 
spite of the Fleet. 

hTncn1 Forces b 1805. 

In  1805, according to James’s list, t h o  wcrc altogcthcr in the 
British Nary about 800 rcsscls hn‘iing a total tonnage of GG0,000 
tois ,  including 60 building this list docs not n p p w  to include tllo 
spcci:il flotilla got up fur opposing tLo French llotilla; for, in 1804, 

Secretary of tho Xanvy, in  the Housc of Commons, statcd that  there 
were about GOO rcsscls in thc flotilla, in  addition to 880 in the main 
part of thc Nary.’ Of this flcct, 180 were sliipo of tlic line, bu t  only 
83 of tlicsc were commissioncd as scn-going. In Steel’s K : i q  List 
for April, 1605, the  following is t h e  distribution of the  ships of tho 
liric ; this month’s list fairly reprcscnts thc  gcncral disposition of tho 
fleet for opposing tlic schcmc of in‘iasion, and before the opening of 
tile ocean diima of 1805 by Knpolcon d i s t n r k d  the prcrious gcncral 
arrnugcmcnt 6. 

D i d d ~ t i t i o ~ ~  of Brifisk Liners.-Froin Steel’s X n v y  List, April, 1605. 

1. I n  the English and Jrish Channels . . 
(Ilcar-Admiral Lord Cornvallis) 

2. I n  tlic Downs nod North Sca . . .. 
(Adliiirnl Lord Kcith) 

3. In the West Indics nnd Xmcricn.. 
(Rear-Admiid Lord Coclirano) 

(Vice- Admird  Collingwood) 

(Vice-Admiral Lord Kclson) 

(Itcnr-ddmir:il S i r  E. Pcllcm) 

.. 
4. Const of Spniu nnd Portugnl . . .. 
5. JIcilitcrranenn . . .. .. .. 
6. I n  tlic East  Iutlics .. .. .. 

8. Guard ships, Uospitnl and  Prison ships 
i. In port, fitting . . .. .. .. 

Total in  commission . . .. 
9. I n  ordinary, &c., and  building . . .. 

Total .. .. .. .. 

.. 22 

.. 6 

.. 8 

.. 14 

.. 12 

.. 8 

.. 18 .. 1 G  

.. 101. .. 78 

.. 182 
- 

Tlic distribntion of the rcgnlnr war-ships for thc specid dcfcncc of 
the ~iarrow SC:IS ngiiiist tlic French flotilla, is  tlins +en in  thc Com- 
mnnclcr-in-Cliicf’s records, by the First Lord of tlic Admiralty at  the  
timc. Thcsc \rcrc all undcr thc  command of Xdlu in l  Lord Kcitli. 

I Scc cnd of p a p  for detail of tlic flcct, froin Jnincs. “Ann. Rc,~.” . 
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30 ANOTHER \VARSIh’G VOICE FROJL 1805. 

June, 1803. 

From Ushant to Boulogne.. . . 20 Frigatcs and othcrs. 
From Boulogne to Ilunkirk . . 7 ,, ,I 

On the const of Holland . . , . . 9, including 1 liner. 

From tho Start to the Downs 12, including 2 liners. 
About the Thames . . .. . . 11, including 2 liners. 
Thnmes to Yarmouth .. . . 10 frigates and otliers. 
Tlie Kaze and the Humber 3 frigates and others. 

011 the l+encli Coast- 

OIL tlie l h g l i s h  Coast- 
. . 

. . 
Fittiug in port . . .. .. 6 - 

Total .. .. 78 
In addition to these, there wero in thc Thamcs, 10 frigatcs across tho 
river, n little below Gravescud, nanncd by tho Trinity Honso ; and a t  
the Nore, about 6 gun-boats and a t  least 40 gnn-barges ; and 4 floating 
battcrics tvcre proposcd for the Thames and Xediray. In this account 
no mentioned is made of any special flotilla, which, by otlicr letters, 
appears to hnvo been nuder the orders of Sir Sidney Smith, for attack- 
ing the French flotilla i r i  its course of conccntrGting at  Bonlogne. 

Seni)ze)z.--J[a)?’iies.-Sca Feiicibles. 
Tlic pcrsonal nnral force in 1805 consisted of 90,000 seamen, 30,000 

marines,’ and about !?G,000 sea fencibles along the coasts of England 
and Ircland. It is noteworthy hero tliat, as the naval force increased, 
so it was found advantageous, and eyexi necessary, to increase tho 
marincs ; for it is prohblc that ns our  more extcndcd empire causes a 
much greater demand for over-sen crpcditions than in those days, this 
necessary body, from its very nmpliibious nature, will becomc r\ fiw 
more important element in such cspcditions. It was once, I think, 
propscd to increase this force largely, expressly with that TLXY. I 
haye included tho sca fenciblcs among tho naval forces, QS d l  as in 
tho land forces, because, although they were ordinarily Rtationcd . on 
shore, under the Gcnemls of districts, they had boats (1,816, in 1805, 
in Iidnnd alone), for assisting in attacking any enemy who appeared 
on tho coast, and when so afloat they were under the Admiral’s orders. 
This fenciblo body is worthy of noticc. Thcy were originally recruitcd 
(voluntarily) out of iho wholo seafaring population dong tho coast, 
but when it was found that i t  rrns used as (I means of csmpc from 
tllc Kavy impress, it mas modifid to include on1 those not liublc 

of reservo for tlio Royal h’avy, there would bo no need for SUCh 
restrictions ; they rrould be tho sen. Militia of the country, and would 
be drawn from the d o l e  seafaring population, excluding only the 
Karal Reserve, just as the ordinary BIilitia arc drawn from tlie rest 
of the Their organisation is quite a model for niiy 
IIilitia rorce. The sonth and cast const of England, from Cornwall’ 
to Yorkshire, n-as diridcd iuto cluvc~i districts, each under a Post 

1 “Ann. Reg.” 

to serye clscivhcrc, cithcr by land or sea. But, wit E. a proper system 

opnlntion. 
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.IXOT€?ER WARNING VOICE FXOH 1805, 31 

.Capbin ; in Ireland thcre were tivcntpone districts; they Iiad 
along the COaSt, where they kept their arms (only pikes), 

,&led once a K C C k  for gun-drill, in such parties and on such days 
g6 might be most convcnicnt to tho men (which, bo it rcmarkcd, migllt 
be on Sunday), otherwise tlicy carried on their private business, 
unless specid called Out. Two permanent men \wro stationed to 
eech boat, w i d  2s. a day pay ; the otlier men l i d  1s. R day mhcn 
on duty, nnd naval pay and allowances when away from their oivn 
d&t,+t. The cost of them, including all Cspcnses, appears to have 
been &out € 5  per head per nniium.’ 

Dispersion of the Nacal Strength. 
~ h u s  the naval forces of tho country werc chiefly em loycd in 

the enemy’s coasts. This does not appear to hare ge en con- 
Sidcrcd, even then, as an  altogcthcr satisfmtory system of naval war- 
hre, It was truo i t  gave R feeling of sccurity to England, but it was 
at a grcat expenditure of meri and shiI)s, which kept tho sea per- 

fnaliy a t  all seas~m, while the enemy’s fleet wCw safe and ~ c l l  iri 
E r b o n r ;  and it scattcrcd tho uavnl strcngth over a great extent of 
men, in smdl squadrons, each omplogcd in blocknding an enemy’s 
port or  his colonies, thus giring him tito chnncc, if he could csmpo 
oat of one or t s o  ports, of concentrating n sufficient forco to defeat 
these small squadrons in d c t d .  This was n plan of operation which 
suited the ideas of h’apoleon, arid this dispersion of thc British naval 
forces suggested to him that tremendous scheme of naral strategy by 
which, in 1805, hc SO rcry nearly nccomplished his purpose. hIoreover, 
this systcm of “ unenterprising dcfencc,” as Burke called the similar 
one in 1797, I T ~ S  not at all snitcd to thc adventurous chnrnctcr of the 
British seamen. If the land dcfcnccs and land forces of England and 
of her colonies had been bettcr orgauized, n body of the fleet mould 
have beeu a~nilable sufficient to hi-c carried the British flag in triumph 
through the colonies of the cncmy and her allies. 

Still less docs this system appear adrantageons now, when nn enemy 
has greater fiicilities of brcaking through a blockade, and much‘ 
prater certainty of concentnting his sqnndrons. And to give ere11 
the samc feeling of security to thc coast would now require such 
nnral force ns would use up, in a wasteful manner, the maritime 
atzength of the country. Tkcrc is ono element of naval warfare that 
never changes, and that is tho distancc of the horizon. With in- 
creased speed and certainty of movcmcnt, thc enemy has only got the 
~lbmc zone of observation to pass over. Napoleon calculatcd on advauc- 
ing over that zono a t  thrco miles nn lionr ; he could now do i t  at ten. 
Kapoleon had to construct vessels csprcssly for tho transport, and 
collect them by degrees together, to make suro that thcy mould cross 
siniultancously; he would now find, in tlic ports of tho countries ho 
then controlled, sufficient merchant steamers to carry over tile same 
forcc hc proposed, arid which, leading cach tlicir own separate ports, 
might dcccire the British Fleet (as ho dccciwd it in lSOS), and mect 

a given place at a given time, within a, few houis of cach other. 
PrincipnUj froxu Adminltr recod3. 
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32 AXOTIIER WAIWISff VOICE FROM 1805. 

And even in 1805 this fecling of security lrns not felt by tllc 
Admiral himsclf who had clinrgc of tlie n a r d  defcncc. Lord Keith, 
i n  a very remarknblc priratc lcttcr to the Dukc of York, in October, 
1804, sliows that he a t  lcnst divincd that Fapolcon would ncvcr 
attempt to cross with thc flotilla alone, but tlint hc w o h l  endeavour 
to gct part of his blocknclcd squadrons out, so ns to assemble 
sufficicnt forcc in the chnnncl to corer the passngc of thc flotilla. 
And he goes on to point out tlint is was quite possible for the Yrrnch 
squadron in Brcst (twcnty-one sail of thc line) to csc:ipc in castcrly 
weathcr, whcn the British blockading squadron would bc drircn olf ; 
and so to get ns much as eight days’ start of it. He then considcrcd 
i t  practicablc for tlie flotilln to cross owr a sufficicnt forcc to sccurc a 
position inland in Kent, and for reinforccn~c~ts to be brought orcr in 
sufficient strength to gct altogcthcr 300,000 men in England; nnd 
that tho corcring fleet would still have timc to cscnpc to the North 
Sea, bcforc thc Uritish Fleet from Brest mndc its nppennncc. 

In thc facc of th%w warnings, rcndered doubly telling noir by the 
incrcascd adrantages to thc invader, I think it iyould be safer to mnkc 
t l c  rcal defcncc of England begin on thc coast of England, arid con- 
tinue, stcp by stcp, every foot of the way, between that coast and 
London ; and thus to allow thc main body of tho British Flect to tnkc 

.its proper part in war of attacking thc cuemy, leaving thc sen defence 
of thc coast linc to special gun-boats mnuned by R sea Xlitia.  

Our Present h’aual Forces. 
But tlicrc arc thosc \rho think the nnrnl strength of Great Britain 

ought to be equal to playing both parts. I think if tlicy would con- 
sider the amount of mar-ships of different kinds that will be required 
for our rarious irar purposes during the next great contcst, tlicy 
would be surpi-iscd a t  it. We  Lare non- in the Royal Navy, according 
to tho Envy List for July, 18i5, about 400 vessels of all kinds; this 
includes 2G building, but does not include 131 employed in pcrrnnncnt 
harbour duty, nud not i n  commission or ercr likcly to be. The total 1 
tonnage by weight of these 400 rcsscls is about 900,000 tons ; but to 
compare this with the tonnage of 1805, which r n s  no doubt by old 
measurement, that number must be rcduccd to a h n t  G00,000, which 
is nearly equal to tlic total tonnage of tho Royal Nary in 1805, ns  
given bj- James. But our populntion lins doublcd since then, and tho 
pcoplc are certainly not poorer ; hence TC may assumo tlint, to dcfend 
thc snmc intcrcsts, thc Royal Xary in timc of war vill hare to be 
doubled, and that it d l  not cyen then press so Iien~-ily on tho pcoplc 
as in 1805. But tho interests nrc not by any mcnns tlic same ;‘ our 
exports and imports, ~rhieh may bc taken as a compnmtirc measurc 
of our floating commercc, hare incrcasccl tenfold sinco 1805, aud the 
tonnage of our merchant slipping has increased nearly fourfold. Wc 
arc dcpcndent ou foreign countrics for half our annual supply of the 
neccssaries of Iifc, and wc have intcrcsts and rcspomibilitics scattcred 
orcr thc globc in dependencies and coloiiics, far beyond thosc which, 
in 1805, caused so. much anxiety. Our interests, thcrcforc, h a w  

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
L

iv
er

po
ol

] 
at

 2
0:

32
 3

1 
D

ec
em

be
r 

20
14

 



ANOTIIER W'ARNIPI'Q VOICE FROM 1805. 33 
iocrca.5cd in n greater ratio than onr population, aud our war Nay,- 
muat in grcater ropoi-tion also. 

A,.,,,)., must bc dctcrmincd b~ that  of thc P ~ C C ~ S  that arc likely to bc 
opposc~t to US. We hare some mensnrc of comparison on that scale also. 
About 1606, Nnpolcon calculated on bcing nblc to rake, out of the x8,+s of Europe, 180 line-of-battle ships to oppose England (11c had 
80 his disposal in 1805) ; thc grcntcst nnmbcr of British linc-of- 
battle ships in commission for scn scrricc during the war ~ 3 s  a littIc 
OCCr 100, tho gl'catest nuuibcr for d l  purposes was 240. A t  the 

timc, the total tonnage of the British iron-clad flcct is about 
3j0,ooO tons, nud that  .of all the rest of tLc Jrorld is nbout 770,000 
t,ons.l If, tlcrefore, wc n~ay compnrc iron-clads with line-of-battle 
ships, om Navy now bears rathcr less proportion to tlic Warirs of tlic 
world than it did thcn. n u t  these nrc only tho pcncc establishments 
illst arc nos\- csisting ; in war ITC 'must crpcct tlint forcigu p o ~ c r s  
,,-ill iucrcasc thcir n'nvies, not onlj- np to thc incrcnscd cxtciit of thcir 

intcrcsts in population nnd commcrcc, but (in case of war with 
gngi:uid) np to tho raluc of the British intcrcsts assailable ; nud 
, n u t  recollcct that to  attack S C ~  commcrcc and most colouics docs not 
xquirc costlr iron-clads of slow gro\rth, but ~-csscls of a class tha t  
most untions cau now manufacture quickly for thcmsclvcs. 
On thc diolc, thcrcforc, it appcnrs probablc that thcrc Trill bc 

plenty of occupation for tlie ~rholc  of thc prcscnt British Flcct, and a 
good Jcnl morc to boot, on tho outbreak of scrious war, without 

.including in that  duty the gnarding of the coasts of. the United 
Kingdom. 

TIIE DRAMA OF 1806. 
First Act. 

But it d l  IH? mi 9 : the standard of our Flcct, lkc that  of our 

Tlic Fear 1805 T T ~ S  one of the most evcntful in tlic liistorj of 
Englnnd. Tlic s tor j  of it, wit11 its surprising incidents, thc great 
forces brought into play, tho great issuc at stake, rcnds liko a grand 
epic drama, played. upon tho occan for n stage, Fixuco and England 
far the nctow, and all Europc for mi audicnce. For onco morc in hcr 
history, as in 1588, England was standing np  alonc to ho!d mortal 
diicl xith thc possessor of half Europc; oncc morc Engllarld, thc 
nominal champion of aristocracy, was in reality upholding the ciusc 
of true libcrty ; and onco moiu licr opponent, liko I'liilip 11, tlic self- 
stjlcd liberator of tho world, was the truc representative of absolute 
despotism. 

TIic dixrnn may be said to opcii viith the coronation of Kapolcon, 
at  thc cnd of 1804. Arriid tlic thuudcring npplnuso of obscquions 
Eriropc, nnd with tlie snnctiou of tlic ancient ccclcsiastimI authority 
of thc Roman Empirc, tlic young conqncror n t  Icngtli asccndcd tlw 
Inst stcp of the lnddcr wliicli \vns to put liim nenrlr on nn cquality 
wit11 tlic C~snrs .  It is not surprising that hc was thought to be tho 
arbiter of nations--n conqucivr, II statesmiin, a savant, nnd n genius, 

Diskre's " Uarino Cuinssfc." 
TOL. ?Is. D 
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34 AXOTIIER WARNING VOICE FRO31 1805, 

and, withal, young and noble loohzg; ho \\-as as rmccessful, 85 astute, 
and as indefatigable as Cmar, as large-minded as Cliarlemngne, and 
as interesting as Alexander. NO wonder that wherever he went, the 
people believed him irhen he said he was the giver of enliglitenmcnt 
and ordcr ; and that from the Baltic to the Adriatic they were ready 
to learn that lesson at his feet. His coronation procession may be 
said to ham extended po1iticd1yy as it almost did i n  reality, from 
Holland, throughout France, and across the Alps into Italj-. 

But throughout the whole of the magnificent spectacles that SUC- 
cccded cacli other in these months, his mind was deeply occupiccl with 
the coming struggle bctxecn himself and the one European power 
which had shown itself determined to resist him. Hitlierto, as 
N. Thicrs points out, the two combatants liad been resting as it were 
looking a t  each other, each holding the dominion on his own element, 
but neither milling to enter on the other and strike the first blow. 
And this careful calculator of chances had no dcsirc to precipitate the 
contest, until he had estincted out of his subject kingdoms a naral 
force sufficient to make the operation almost a certainty. His early 
intentions were to hare had 100 line-of-battle skips before hc made 
the firat stroke, even iE he waited tcn years for it : and a11 that great 
show of preparations a t  Boulognc in 1803 was partly to occupy the 
minds of the French pcopIe, and partly to keep England in a state of 
alarmed passive defence. The threatening attitude of Russia and 
Austria in 1804, brought about mainly by the ability of Pitt, forced 
him to act before he otherwise intended; and a t  the end of that Scar 
tho hostilitics comnienccd bj- England against Spanish vessels gave 
Kapoleon nu opcning for completing a close alliance Kith that country, 
by which he obtained control oYer their flcct. This powcr of utilising 
tomards his great scheme the maritime resources of all the Statcs 
subject to his influence, was alriaj-s made by him a sine qud wvz in his 
treaties, and shored the bent of his real desires. Early in 1805 he 
had therefbre at  his disposal tomards the great project about 60 sliips 
of the line and 180,000 men; lie trnstcd that his genins and his 
prestige mould compcnsate for the deficiency of the former. Eerc we, 
judging after the event, can see a defect in this mighty mind, in 
basing his calculations for sea opcrations on quantity without regard 
to quality; he could not appreciate the full effect of individual 
character in ocean warfare. It may be doubted whether he did, or. 
mlietlier any continental nation a t  the present timo do, fully appreciate 
its effect in land Tvarfarc. On the Coutincrst, mhcre all armies are 
alike drawn by conscription from all ranks and all conditions, numbers 
alone may decide the day; but in England we can afford to put a 
higher -due on each iudividnal who voluntarily takcs up soldiering 
as a profession. Colonel G.  T. Cliesney struck a true national chord 
when he advocated an army organisation based on this principle at  
this Institution in 1874. I n  ocean warfare i t  is true that steam has 
now done much towards putting seamen of all nations on an equality 
-so much the worse for us-ne~-ertheless, it is still to a great extent 
true that the real seafaring race cannot be created artificially, they 
must grow by nature to  be trne sons of Neptune. 
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ASOTliER WARNIXO VOICE PRO31 1805. 35 

xo,r; berc is tho plot of t h  drama wc aro rcviviug, in t l c  words of 
tlic p y a t  author himself, written imrncdiatelr after its failurc confi- 
dc,,tIallF to Iris JIinistcr of JIarine, in Septcmbcr, 1805. 

I‘ CnAPIriw I. 
11 ( 2 ~ ~ 1  n (16 111011 but clans In Crhf ion  d o  la Ffotil le de B O U ~ O ~ J I C .  

1 6  JC rouInis rdunir qunmntc ou cinqunntc vnisscnux do gnern, 
L; (sllips of thc linc) dans Ic port d e  Xnrtinique, par lcs opfmtio3s 
11 combinEes do Toulon, dc Cadis, du Fcrrol, c t  do Brcst; Ics fahu 
6 .  rcvcnir tout d’un coup su r  Doulognc; mc trouvcr pendant quinze 
(1 jours mdtrc do 1% mcr ; aroir cent cinquniitc r n i h  hommcs, ct  dix 

miIIe chcrnus cnmpfs sur ccttc c8tc ; trois ou qaatrc millc bltimcns 
6‘ de flotille, c t  nussit6t 10 signal do l’arrirfc dc tnou cscadrc, ddbarquer 
1 1  cn Angletcrrc, m’cmpnrcr de Londrcs c t  de Is Tnmisc. Co projet a 
“ I n n q n 6  dc Ibussir. Si 1’Amirnl Villcncuve, an lieu d‘cntrcr an 
11 Fcrrol, sc fiit content6 dc rallier l’cscndrc cspagnolc, c t  c t t  fnit  
11 roile snr Urest ~ O U K -  s’y rdunir nvcc l’huirnl Gnnthcnnme, mon 
1 1  nrinfo ddbnrqupit, ct  c’cn dtnit fnit dc 1’Bnglctcrre. 

6; Pour fairu rcnssir cc projet, il  fiillait rdnnir ccnt cinqnantc millo 
1‘ llornmcs h Uoulogne, y avoir quntrc miilc bitimcns do flotille, un 
‘6 i~liiriensc mntdricl, cmbnrqucr tout cela, ct pourtarit cmpt.cher 
$ 1  I’cnncmi dc so doutcr de xnon projet : cela paraissnit impossible. 
1- Si jj- n i  rhss i ,  c’cst cn fnisnnt l’inrcnc dc cc qu’ il semblnit qu’il 

filllait fairc. Si cinqmntc rnkscaux dc lignc dcvnicnt vcnir pro- 
I .  tdgcr 10 passngc dc 1’armi.c cn hnglctcrre, il n’y avnit bcsoin d’nroir 
I *  i Uoulognc quo do  b4timcns dc transport; ct  cc lnsc dc pramcs, do 

chnloupcs canonnihrcs, dc batenus plats, dc pfnichcs, &c., tous 
“ bitimcns annfs, &it prfaitcmcnt inutile. Si j’cussc ninsi rdnni 
“ quatrc millc bitimcns do trniisport, nu1 dontc quo I’cnncmi n’eiit ru 
“ quc j’nttciidnis In pr&encc dc mon cscadrc pour tcntcr le passagc: 
” mais cu construisnut dcs pmtncs c t  dcs bnteaur canonnicrs, cn 
‘.nrmnnt tous ccs btitirnens, c’ftnicnt dcs canons opposfs .? dcs 

cniions ; dcs bfitimcns dc gierrc 0pposi.s ?I dcs b.itimcns do gucrrc, 
“ et I’cnncmi n 6t6 dupc. 11 n cru que j c  mc proposais dc passcr dc 
“ vi1-e force par la sculc form militairc dc la flotillc. L’idfo de mon 
I ‘  vdritablc projct nc lui cst point FCUUC ; et lorsque ICS mourcmciis do 
“ nics cscidrcs a p n t  manqu6, il s’est npcrqn du dangcr qu’il arnit 
“ couru, l’cffroi n dt6 dans les conseils do Londrcs, ct  tous Ics gcns 

scns6s ont arouC quc jamnis l’hglcterro n’nvait 6th si p r b  dc FCL 
‘* pcric.”’ 

I hare gircn Knpolcon’s own words, becnnsc thcy show thc truc 
state of tlic case, on both sidcs, in n fern lines, Icttcr than any otlicr 
account I ha\-c rend, nud b e ~ u s c  i t  is a gamc tliat might be playcd 
ngnin, nnd with ndmntagcs in favour of thc nss:iilnut. 

It was not carried out prcciscly as X:ipolcoli describes it, but thc 
idca wis suficicntly adhercd to as to coiilirni him, by iis succcss, i n  
the sagacity of his design. TVhnt a wondcrfnllp daring schenic of 

Dumne, rii, 315. 
D 2  
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36 AKOTIIEU II-ARNIXG? VOICE FROX 1805. 

n a d  strategy it was for those days of sailing vessels, requiring four 
months of sea voyaging-in facc of an enemy who had the “dominion 
“of the sea” atfhe time. The alarming point about it to us now 
is, that undcr such almost impossible circumstances, it rirtuallj- 
suecccded; thc British Gorcrnment  as fuIl deceived, and the 

superior strength to the British force there a t  the time. 
Future naval wars d l  probably be full of such strategic combina- 

tions. With proper prc-arrangements, steam nnFies can be assembled 
from different ports, one or two months’ voyage distant, at  an 
appointed place on an appointed day. Part of Napoleon’s scheme, 
which he does not allude to in the abovc memorandum, gives us an 
idcn as to the adrantages steam nos- affords towards an invasion of 
England. He had to g k c  considerable latitude to his naval com- 
imnder-in-chief, Villcncurc, and in his final instructions he offered 
him tn-o or t h e e  nlternktires, in case of his being unable to carry out 
the main pi-oposal. One of these was, to raisc the blocliade of Brcst, 
and land the military force there on the north coast of Ireland, and 
immediately proceed north of Scotland, raise thc blockade of Tcsel, 

One may presume, from the indications 
on thc map of tho channel I h a ~ c  beforc mentioned, that part o f  the 
Brcst expedition wonld hare landed in the Bristol CIiannel, and part 
of the T e d  expedition on tho cast coast. And if the n a d  rrorks at  
Antwerp had been completed as lie proposcJ, that would probably 
haw been the point of departurc of D morc poirerful cspcdition to tlie 
cast coast of England. 

He Konld not require to construct an Antwerp now, nor to build 
transports ; tlierc are some half-a-dozen ports in the north of Europe. 
wliicli would n o r  supply merchant steamers large cnougli for his 
wholo Army, and powerful enongh to assemble from each port a t  n 
given distant rendezvous, and then more together to any point on the 
east coast or  west coast of England. Keither would he haTe to locate 
the troops for tlie expcdition a t  the ports of departure ; if the military 
stores and provisions are embarked beforchand, thc men, and cven the 
horses, conld be brought by railway from the interior a t  tlic timc for 
the dcparture. A schcme of occau strategy whieli, in 1805, required 
two years’ preparation by Napoleon, could now be arranged in two 
months, with less difliculty than one on land. X’hat adrantages have 
wc gained since 180s to counterbalance these of tho cncmF? Koue 
on tho sea. We cannot cspcct to liave morc cnerptic commanilcrs, 
nor, in all probability, shall WC be so powerful n t  sea ngain ; and JVC 

certainly arc not likely to haw a more wide-amkc Jlinistry. But TTC 
can do this, which will countcrbalancc all the enemy has gained,- 
we can make his landing on the coast, and his ndrnnce from it, as 
ctangcrous an undertaking as the passagc orcr the sea was formerly. 

It was quite true, ns Kapolcon says, Great Britain n-as congratulat- 
ing licrsclf that her encmjfs naval forces were sccurclq- shut up, and 
:tppareutly kors do coidaf,  and mas fising hcr wliolc attention on 

French naval force mas eventually massed in t e c Bay of Biscay, in 

. and then go on to Boulogne.’ 

’ D m s ,  xi, 214. 
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ASOTIIER WAIISISO VOICE FROM 1803'. 37 

p r d i n g  her shores from the immense force and flotilla that had teen 
gm,jllnlly nsscmbling imincdiatcly opposite to tlicm. The shouts of 

fcrcc, on the appearance of their Empc'ror as if for instant action, 
almost hcard from the English shores, maj- be said to close 

first nct of the drama of 1805. 

Tlia Secoiitl Act. 
sccond act opens Jrith the escape of two  French squadrons 

from their blocladed ports, ono from Roclifort of 6 liners undei. 
,idmiral3Iis&ssy in January, nnd one from Toulori of 11 liners under 
,iduiiral Villencuve in Xarch. 

Great consternation of English government busily cmploycd watch. 
ing Uoulognc, at this uncipcctcd flight of 17 French liners into mid 
~ c n n ,  to reappear nobody knew Irhcrc. Pcrliaps at Alesandria, per- 
haps in the West Indies, perhaps in the Enst Indies, pcrhnps in 
Jrchnd; ccrtaidy not in the Clianncl: nobody in England appnrcntly 
(csccpt Lord Kcitli) thought, of that  possibilitr. 

?'lie Rocliefort squadron w:is first heard of in tIie West Indies; 
,tdniir;il Lord Coclmne with G liners mas immediately sent in pursuit; 
but tlic, whereabouts of the l'oulon squadron wns n most alarming 
pnzzlc to thc British Gorcriinient. 'J'lic natural snpposition was that 
it Iiad gone to unite iritli the other sqnadron; but with an cncmy 
like Xapoleon anxtliing WIS possible. E q p t  :ind India bcxond it 
mrc knomn to be still looked at with longing eye. Naylcon took 
a r e  to foster tlic alarm hc had calculated on; he masscd an ammy nt 
Tnmntum in South Italy, niid got Spanish vcsscls moved, as if for II 
fresh Egyptian expcditioIi : lie published false news of operatious by 
tlic French in the East Indics and tlic C a p ;  and part of Villcncuvc's 
work was to tlirentcn the British colonies in the West Indics, and cren 
to take St. Holena. So that, as he cspessed it himself, Grcnt Uritnin 
\vould find liersclf nttackcil a t  once in Asia, Africa, and America : and 
would thn.; be compelled to send her flccts froni the shores of Erigland 
to the rescue.' 

It is h r f u l  to think what \muld hsro been thc British anrictics, 
l i d  tlic S u n  Canal bccn then in csistence. Tbe whole land forccs of 
t?ie country would hardly linvc been enough to stop tlie man, who had 
nlrcndy conqiiered Egypt with 25,000 men, from appearing some. day 
n t Uornbq-. 

Tlicn to add to the gencml alarm Nelson with his. 10 liners, who 
had bccn watcliing Toulon for trro years, ?isappcared nlso : this ~vas 
perhaps a grcatcr cause of anxiety to  Napoleon tlinu ta the British 
Govcrrimcut; i t  \vns bad enough to know thnt Nelson was off any 
port, but not to' k n o r  where he \vns a t  all; movcd even thc iudomitable 
Emperor. The Admiralty would doubtless in their distraction haw 
done cxnctly what Xnpoleon wished thcm t o  do, dispatch nnother Fleet 
aftcr T7illencurc, if ther had not bccn relieved from their distress, by 
I i c w  from Nclsori himself; that aftcr a month's fruitlcss search through 
tlic Mcditerrancnn, he had :wxrtained that Villencnve had picked up 

The action of tlic plot noirbcgins. 

Dumas, xi, 200. 
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38 

he was a b u t  to follow them. 
Laurcatc’s cromn of praiso :- 

ANOTHER IVARNIKG VOICE FEOJI 1805. 

Spanish and 1 French liner a t  Cndiz, and gone westward j aud that 
SO did our great scaman carn the 

“0 611aker of tho Baltic and tho Bilc, 
0 saviour of the silrer coasted islc.” 

I n  a11 his calculations, which wcrc daily written throughout his 
coronation tour, Napoleon sliglitcd tlic notion that ewn Nelson, with , 

ten ships worn out with tn-o jears’ cruising, would follow across the 
Atlantic ciglitecn fresh ones. His daily correspondence Fit11 his 
Minister of Marine at  this time, published b -  Dumas, liis closc 

Indies and back, every day Villcncuvu would reqairc, nnd tlic close i 
agreement of them with tho resuIt, give one an insight info the ;  
foundntion of his pomer. Ho liad victuals prepared for Villcneurc at  
scwxaI of the ports ~rhcn? he might touch on his return ; and to the 
expostulations of liis Wnistcr, he returned an nnsircr, wliicli the 
British War Department might fake to heart: “This is not n time for 
‘I ridiculous economy-in such n war it is only ignorance, not to hnvc 

plcnty of provisions, wKeh keep so ivell.” 
Tlie scene now chan cs to the West Indics. Nelson perceived wry ’ 

soon aftcr his arrival tfcre, b j  the action of theFrench flcct, that tlicir 
rcturn to Europe was imminent; and for tho first time thc rcnl origin 
of :dl these sen. nioremcnts occnrrcd to him. Now in this part of thc 
dmma, it must be allo~~-ed that the Frencli hni-e some reason to co~ii- 
plain, as they haw done, of the unhandsome treatment of their cause 
by fortune. Villencnvc was 35 days from Spain to the West Indies, 
Xelson d as only 25 days; on the return ~ o j a g e ,  Villcncurc was 
5 1  days from tho West Indics to Spain, Nelson was only 3G.’ But  the 
iinliindcst cut wns the rcssel that Nelson sent lionie to warn the 
Xdmirnlty of his discovery of the plot; it liad appwcntly been 
captured from tho French, and iras, like many of their ~cssels, :I model 
sailer, and therefore selected for this great international MCC across the 
Atlantic. The ‘I Cnrieus” started 16 dnjs nfter Villcncuvc, and got 
to Europe 15 days bcforc him:’ i t  was ccrtninly hard tlint thcir own 
science of ship bailding should Lc made the mcans of their defeat. 
Jlars and IIinerrn had lcd their fnvoui-ite Xapolcon triumphantly oYer 
the terra firma of Europe, and now snt on the p r o w  of thc Frcnck flag- 
ship; Xeptune sulking a t  the gcnernl incapacity of the British 
Government to rule the surface of liis domain, was nppcascd Ly thc 
rioblo sncrifice of his dear son XcIson, and held on to the stern of the 
Spanish 1inci.s while lie sliorcd the ‘ I  Curieus ” n head. 

Tho First Lord of thr 
Admiralty is discowxed fast asleep in bed on the morning of the 9111 
July, 1805, morn out no doubt ~ t h  watching Doulogne and wonder- 
ing ivliat had become of Villcncure. He o encd his dispatclics i n  h a  
with regret at having to begin his ofEcia1 lay SO early ; and finds onc 

Die timer of tho French fleet arc tnkcn from Dumas ; n n d  of the  Eiialisli flcct 
from Jnmer. Jnmes. 

calculations of a11 contbgcneies, every mile of t i c may to the West I 

Tlielast sccne of this act lies in London. 
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AXOTIIER WARNIKQ VOICE FROM 1805. 39 

from XeISon, \Yb.'ch had been 1sing by his side all night, informing 
Ild tllat by the tune he was reading that letter, Villcncure would 

be entering the Channel with a force sufficient to srreep 
Cornwallis and Keith bcforo him, and ferry Napoleon over to Doyer. 
Mrbat an awakening to tho real light of the case, for the hithcrto 
k+ghted First Lord de\-oting day and night to watching Boulognc 
wltll the danger, hon-ever, came the pluck to meet it; 110 then and 
t,here, unwashed, unbreakfasted, unshaved, sent off the orders t o  
Cornwallis to intercept Vil1encurc if possible ; and, Neptune relenting 
at this i.ercillbo, which Napoleon himself could hardly belicre, Sir R. 
Calder m s a t  Cape E'inisterrc, with 15 liners, by thc 15th July.' 

Tho Third Act. 
Then begins the third and most momentous act of this startling 

drama, at  which Europe held its breath. On the 22nd July, the fog, 
emblem of tho impenetrable secrecy that liad hithcrto enveloped 
 poleon on's schemes, lifted for IL moment a t  Cape Finisterrc, and 
slLo\vcd 10 Calder the French and Spanish fleet, now 20 liners strong, 
before him: just seven days too late. Aftcr two years of careful 
maturing in the master mind, and four months of cqually carcful 
execution, so precisely calculated and so prcciscly carried out, that 
this final issue was within a fern days of its prediction, it was lost by 
only sewn days. Well might Napoleon say that his able arrange- 
nlents and their marccllous accomplishment dcserrcd succcss : and 
sell might we too non- say, that the absence of arrangement and 
llnphazard oxccution by tho British Government did not deserve that 
they should be saved by the bold devotion of onc man. . 

Tho climax of the plot was still 
to come. The engagenlent which. of course came off bctn-een 
Wlencure and Calder, mas a drawn battle ; Caldcr then ment north 
to join Cornn-allis again, thus leaving it open to  Villcnenve to  pursue 
tllc route which Calder had been sent expressly to intercept. To 
take in the proper idea of the estrcmc peril E n g l a d  was in during 
the fortnight yfter that battle, we must recollect thc position of tho 
rcspectim forces a t  the time. On the BiigZisR side, the main bodj of 
the Fleet, 18 liners, was with Cornwallis off Brcst,z with 4 or 5 in 
addition off the coast of Ireland, Calder with now onlp 12 liners 
in the Bay of Biscaj, Keith with G in the Kortli Sea fully 
occupied in i d c l i n g  thc enemy's coast and guarding his oim: 
Collingrrood off Cadiz with 4, Xelson a t  Gibraltar with his 11 pretty 
nigh cshausted with their late expedition. On tho Prench side, 
Trillencure liad still 18 liners ; therc were 5 French and 10 Spanish 
in Ferrol, and 5 under Admiral Lallemand, cruising off the Bay of 

. Bismy on the look out for Villeneuve, and 21 shut up in Brcst under 
Gantheaume: and a t  least 10 liners at Cadiz. Nelson and Colling- 
wood knew n o t h i y  of what was going on a t  Cape Finistcrrc, and the 
former after revictunlling in Gibraltar made his way into the 
channel, and joined Lord Cornwallis on tho 15th of August, from 

James. Jnmcs, iii, 18s. 

They verc-not Enred yet though. 
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40 ANOTIIER WARSING TOICE FROM 1805. 

whom Iic first lcnrned tho rcsnlt of his forcthonght in sending home 
thc “ Curicnx.”’ Thus bctwccn tlic 22nd July nnd thc 15th August, 
during 24 days, Villcncurc lind tho opportunity of nsmbl ing  38 shi s 

certainly ham compcllcd Jlord Cornwallis cvcii if he had bccn joincd 
by tlic 5 in thc Irish Sen and by Cnldcr’s 12, to have retreated beforo 
them, nnd lime gircn tlic command in tlic Cliannel to tlio Frcncli for 
a t  lmst 14 dnp. 

One can .wclI iningjno tho  cxultntion of Napoleon, who was nlrcadr 
a t  Bonlopc, on licaring of the arrirnl of Villcneurc a t  tho nppointed 
rcndczrous, and at thc oppointed timc. l’hcrc is, pcrliap, no other 
instaricc in history, whcrc n schcmc of war strntcgy, iwolving so 
manj combinations, subject to so n i n q  chances of fnilnrc, and 
cxtcnding orer such an area, was so completely mrricd out. The 
Fictorious Emperor stood on tho hcights OF l3onIope, with a11 that 
entlinsinstic host of soldicrs fully prcparcd in orcry way to lenrc thc 
Frcncli const within twclvo lionrs after the nppenrnncc of the com- 
bined flect,nnd ns certain as everan army was of at last striking 
that orcrirhclming blow at Xngland for which nll Europe bad Lecu 
-kiting for two -pxws. I n  liis feeling of sccurcly grasping succcss 
about this time, lie ivxutc, after cliscussiug various possible mores of 
tho English Admiidty : “ I do not know, indccd, what prcciution 
“ England can now take to shelter Jiciself from tho tcrriblc chance 
& L  she is mnning. Tlint nation is little wise, whcn, without fortifim- 
“ tions, wjthont :in army, slie allo~vs hcrsclf to gct into tlic condition 
“ of seeing 100,000 mcn land on her slioree,”z One can also iwll 
conccivc what must linvc bccu, or a t  lcnst what ought to bnvc bccn, 
thc fear and remorsc of tlic nritisli Gorcrnmcnt, a t  having so corn- 
pletcly failcd in proridinm my sort of stntcgic conibinntions on tlicir 
own clement cqual to t%e occasion. Sir  I{,. Calder was mndc t ~ i c  
scapegoat of tho national panic, for which tho Government and Par- 
liament wcro t h o  real defaulters; nud, as if nppcnscd by this poor 
victim, tlie angry sca-god once more savcd Ir i s  ncglcctful dnnghtcr 
Britannia by tlic glory of his dear child Nelson. 

Villcnenro did mnko an attempt to mrry out his mission, tlio com- 
pletion of wliicli n’npolcon pressed upon him by daily mcssngcs ; but 
i t  \ ~ o s  not till tho 12th of Augrist that hc lcft Fcrrol with 29 liners, 

. French and Spanish ; and bcfcic 110 had gono far n o r t h n d  he l i c n ~ l  
that 25 English liiicrs werc bcforc him ;5 and bclicving tlint his 
unccnsing pursuer, tlic tcriiblo Xclson, was nitli them, he did not 
fccl his flcct equal to that cncountei, and so turned south, and, taking 
adrantago of part of Xapolcon’s instructions, hc mado for Cndiz. It 
\\’as true that Cnldcr, reinforccd to 20 liners, was in his ncigh- 
bourliood, and tlint part of Kclson’s squ:idron T T ~ S  with liini ; but ns 
Nnpolcon told liirn afterwards, Kclson’s slripq without liimsclf were no 
more than any 0 t h  ships. Towards tho cnd of August, tlic ncws 
nrrivcd in London nnd Boulognc that \TiIlcncuro IIPS irr Cndiz, arid it 
\vas fclt on all sidcs a t  oncc that tho p m c  was ovcr for that scason. 
Tho turning of TTilleiicrrrc s o u t h - a d  about that 14th August, 1805, 

of the linc off Urcst, vhicli with tho 21 in that harbour, wou P (1 

, 1 Jnmcs. 2 Dumq si, 171. 3 Jnmc~iii,  2-55. 
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ASOTIIER WARSISG +OICE FRO31 1805. 41 

,T3s like that day in August, 1588, when the Duke of JIcdina turned 
llis llcacl toward the Korth Sea after the battle of the Godwins; it 

the day of salvation to England from a crisis such as occurs 
in m nation’s history, and it i n s  rirtunlly brought about by 

tilc same cause in both cases. Tlic combined Yranco-Spanish fleet 
not in m condition to try anotlier battle with the English fleet ; 

there is no stigma of \!-ant of courage in either tlic French or Spanish 
Lldmirals ; it was m fleet of txro nations, and the Spnnish sliips were 
not in good condition. Thus, R’apolcon’s long-drawn plot was even- 
tu&- defeated, as the Spanish Armada was defeated-not by tho 

unity of the British Parliament, nor by the forctliought of 
its Government, but by the character of the British fleet. 

The Four&?& Act. 

If, in the beginning of September, 1605, we suppose the curtain to 
rjsc upon the scene of our drama for the fourth act, the rast legions 
~ ~ s c m b l e d  on the opposite shores of France for England’s destruction 
M-onld be found to hare disappeared ; of all those 150,000 csperienccd 
soldiers, collected SO graduallq- and wit11 such forethought, not 20,000 
remaining ; and that uncsamplcd flotilla, so completely organised, in 
rapid progrcss of being dismantled, and stored an-ny. It required but 
a few houis’ tlionght of that extmonlinary mind to turn the m-holc 
current of war from west to cast. So clear and prescient washisbrain, 
that on the same d q  of his receiving tlic news of TTillcneuve’s retreat, 
be dictated the plan of the campaign that conquered Austria: before 
Britain liad realised her cscapc, the great “ drniy of England,” as it 
was called, had begun to mow tomrds tlie Rhinc. Within a month of 
his ~~-atching on the heights of Boulognc for the signal to invade 
England, he \vas a t  Strasburg, matching the concentration of all his 
forces from Hanover, Holland, Switzerland, Italx, and Boulognc, 
upou Bar:& ; and before Britain had recovered hcr supreme relief at  
Tidalgar, lie had subdued Austria at Austerlitz.’ 

Villcneurc’s rctreat had not removed all fear of inrasion in 
England ; though the fleet was shut up in Cadiz, i t  still csistcd, and 
more powerful than ever, for the Spnnish liners it found a t  Cadiz 
brought it up to the strength of 43 ships of the line ; m rery powerful 
engine of war, and which, in Kapoleon’s hands, might still some day 
repeat the enterprise from whicli only good fortune and good fleet had 
delivcrcd them. And Kapoleon fully intended that it +auld ; and, 
moreorcr, he delibci=ately made arrangements for the express purposc 
of keeping aliw in England that alarming possibility, nnd expressly 
in order that she should thereby be prerented from interfering with 
liis schemes on the Continent. He kept a portion of his army still a t  
~3oulognc, and sufficient of the flotilla to carry 50,000 men; it ivas 
easy for him to assemble that force ; and hence, if a t  any timc during 
the chances of 11-a~ he conld obtain the cornmind of the Chnnnel 
again, he could in one tide transport that force into England. Thus, 
at a small cspensc to the French, Britain would be c.unpcllcd to keep 

1 Dumas, rii. 
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4.3 AICOTUER WARICIXG YOICE €‘KO11 1805. 

up a large force of troo b along the southern coast, and a portion of 

And those arrangcmcnts of his fully answered his purpose:. for 
Great Britain had not yet awokc to the clcar pcrccption that it \\-ys 
only by intcrfcrencc on the Continent that  Napoleon’s p o w r  could Le 
rcnlly madc innocuous; and they vould harc gonc on perhaps for 
jcws content x i th  guarding thcir own shorcs, if XcIson, I Y I ~ O  had SO 

often chccliccl Xapdcon whciicvcr he piit his foot upon thc ocean, had 
not bGrcn him n final chcckikatc a t  Trnf:ilp. 

The Fifth Act .  

hcr fleet constantly in t Yl- c Channel.’ 

Tho grcnt drnmn of 1805 closcs with this complctc scttlemcnt of thc 
question of invasion. Nelson had bccn scnt to  wntch Villencurc, and 
t t c  latter, in puisuancc of Kapolcon’s plnn, was moving into thc 
3Ieditcrimm-m to thrcntcn 3Inltn and Egypt ; \1-hcn Kclson, who fck 
thnt thcrc could be no rest so long as the n a r d  forces of the cneniy 
werc 50 powcrfiil, a t  once nttnckcd him, and on the 21st October, 
1805, :it Trafnlgar, Great Dritniii wns findly frccd, by thc dcstrnction 
or capturc of thc majority of thc combined Fmrico-Spanish flcct, 
from n11 real danger to licr own mcmd soil during thc rest of 
Xapolcon’s carecr. 

‘I‘hc last scene of thc last nct of this most. eventful pcriod may be 
said to  be tlic dcntli of the two Englislimcn who Iiad h e n  tlie two 
lieroes of the dixmn-the statesrnan Pitt, 7~110  by his povicrful spirit 
had rouscci his country at home and thc discontented Stntcs on the 
Continent to rigorous action ngainst the despotic powcr of Xapolcon ; 
and the seaman Kclson, whose daring and dcrotien 11:~d compcllcd the 
conqucror of tlie land to feel himself powxless on the sea. It seemed 
ns if, rrlicn tho tidc of war i n s  tlius turncd from thc wcst to  tho cast, 
that the ~ o r k  of thcse two great Englishmcn \rns done ; togcthcr thcy 
had worlicd head 2nd hiind to bring about that  result, togcther ther 
sank, nnd togcthcr tlicy lire in Scott’s lines:- 

(1 - Tbe buricd karlilio nnd tlic wise, . 
Thc mind that thought for Britain’s mral, 
Thc hand that graspcd the rictor’s stcel.” 

Scorr (“ Jfarniioii ’3 .  
SuuMacr. 

“If 1011 wish for pcncc, prcpnrc for peace,” said Jlr. Forster a t  
Edinburgh. So say ivc all : if IOU wish for pcncc,-preparc-that 1011 
may linvc pcacc. Preparc is thc wntch-word which should be Kritteii 
orer our war dcpnrtments, iinral aud military. Axid if me rend the 
story of tlic war of tlic great French Rerolutien aright, cspccinlly 
that cpisodc in 1805, and then consider tlic prcscnt condition of our 
\rar prcparntions, WC shall, I think, n11 coinc to tho coi1clusion, that  to 
n-ioid tho evils of thosc timcs, \YC l i d  bctter bcgin as soon as possible 
to remedy the following dcficicncies in tlint war apparatus :- 

1st. A Resene of trained men, both .for our Regular Army and 
Regular Xmy: of strcngtlis equal at lcast to thc rcopcctirc prcscnt 

Dumnj, xii, 315. ~ 
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p2acc establishments of cacli : wliieli slrall consist of really cfficiciit 
8oldicrs or sailors, and shall bc renlly forthcoming a t  the time and to 
tile full numbcrs required. 

2nd. Reorganisatioic of tlic JIilitia bofh  f o r  land and sea service: 
to take them out of that h l f  nnd half position into which they \yere 
forced during that war, and which failed over and over to produce 
tbc cffect dcsircd, and rkstorc them to thcir proper constitutional 
position, of local bodics of tho armcd people of England: of Jvhicli 
the roluntecrs would then become the elite. Tlicsc two bodies together 
sllould be so orgmiscd that on declaration of war, in a few drip, 
sdlkient force would be cmhodied nnd armed to line the shores of 
Great Britain. 

3rd. The Jhtil isafion sclreine for  tlic tlcfencc of tltc coioifry should knj 
perfected and liavo given to i t  the necessary legal authority; so that 
tlic local commanders \\-ill be ablc to procced in the asscmblagc of the 
foi‘ccs, and tho military stores, and the prorisions, without furthei. 
rcferciicc to London. 

4th. h e.tpcd~f~oiiary equ?jn?tenf, inclnding all the military storcs 
required for 50,000 men, should be kept always ready in our arsenals. 
lhid arrangements shonlil bc made that ccrtnir? vessels of the Royal 
Xavy or mercliant vessels s l d l  be available for the transport of men 
and stores, so as to ensure tliiit men aiid storcs shall be disposed in thc 
vc.iscls in a manner suitable and effective f w  tlic purpose of thc 
cspcdition. 

5th. Coal dep6fs in secure harbours shoiild be proviclcd a t  the strategic 
points in the world, bcst suited for tlic support of our nays1 aird 
military opciations. 

The Qiicsfiou of Cost. 
But ~e must cut our coat according to our cloth, says tlic cautions 

public mail. Well, it is a good cloth, tlierc is no dcnying that, and 
dcscrvcs to bc ire11 made : arid cut of n fashion that will do credit to 
tlic owner; for, as a good Ihglish authority tclls us “ the  apparcl oft 
‘‘ proclaims tlic man.” But however truly we npplj- that  to ourselves 
privately, in our  military dress wc often think our “elothcs more 
“ costly than our pursc can buy.” It is not by any means certain, 
Irowever, that Prussin is not upon the whole paying xnoro h e a d y  for 
her military power tlinn Great Britain is a t  this moment. Military 
organisation, like gymnastics, mnj- be carried too far and \vcakcn the 
liody i t  was intcnded to strengthen: and may Lc drawing on the 
strength of a natiou more than any mere money payment ever 
can do. 

In  1703 they had tho snmc cloth that wc have now; they rnaclc it up 
cheaply, not espccting to have to use i t ;  and lvlien the war storm 
uncspectcdly turned upon them, tho cheap militnrr coat let i t  in a t  the 
satms, and, ns generally happens with cheap articles, John Bull had to 
get o, new one sooner than hc espectcd; and sncli n crcatnrc of habits 
of all kinds lie is, that the second coat \\-as made up ns cheaply as the 
first and lasted no longer; and a third follomcd in the snnio coursc. 
About which time he bcgnn to see that the quantity of cloth lie nscd 
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44 AXOTIIER WBRSISO VOICE FRO31 1805. 

up cost more than the ranking in tlic most espcnsivc style. By trjing 
to do it clieaply a t  first on 37,000,000 a-year for all his mar cspcndi. 
ture,'instead of blowing thc fire out, hc blcw it up ; then he thought 
he could put it out with S12,000,000 a-year, but it was beyond that 
already; and a t  last at  tho cnd of txenty Fears 110 liad got up to 
S55,000,000 a-year for purely war espcnses ; and not onlr was that 
generation burdened Tith this expenditure, but their posterity h-re 
liad to go on payinq and wili have to go on paying &%,OOO,OOO a-year 
for this cheap tailoring. And this ivas exprcssly said at  the timc to 
bc " prcpnring for  peace,^' and not prcpnring for war : if so, preparing 
for pcacc sounds to us mry like shoving thc cspcnsc on future 
gencrntions. 

It is not certain either whcthcr thesc proper rcorganisations of our 
war appnratus mill be more cxpensirc than the prcsent one. At least 
as regards the Reserves, wliicli is the most cxpensirc pnrt, t h r c  liarc 
been schemes proposed and cstimatcs madc, notably that by Gcncral 
Simmons,' wliicli show an actual dccrcasc of expenditure for an 
improved army. It is certain that our prcscnt sFstcm is an cspcnsirc 
way of preparing for imr; for by it, during all the years of general 
pence, n-c keep up an army and navy of n costly description, and 
larger than i ~ c  rcquirc for our peace garrisons by sen and land. And 
this is clone, solely becausc wc arc afraid as a nation to look war 
straight in tlic face ; we pcrsist in kccping it out of sight and prctcnd- 
ing to ignorc its possiblc cxistcncc : and thus Goccrnments, Parlia- 
ments, and peoplc arc driven to practicc tho self-deception by which 
nobody is drceiced, of declaring emry year our disbclicf in permanent 
armies and in war, whilc all tlic timc wc arc keeping up z pcrmancnt 
army and nary, cstrm-apnt for peace, becausc wc know we darc not 
dispcnsc with onc man of it in our present statc. 

The Question of Safetg. 
But if ivc blamc that generation for not secing morc clearly tho full 

estent of thc war storm that was coming upon them, when its aspect 
was mainly political; what should n-c say of tliem, if their means of 
cxistcncc had becn plainly 1iabIc to bc cut off at tlic first burst of war. 
I f  Xapolcon thought England foolisli for allon-ing herself to fall into 
tlic condition of irnniincnt invasion, wliat would hc liare thought of 
her, if, in addition to that dangcr, she liad only secured thc means of 
feeding half licr people: if England lind nllo\wd hersclf to be not 
onlr inrested, as Burks expressed it, but on half rations ? Sucli is, 
hoivcver, our casc nom. Wc arc dependent every p a r  upon forcign 
countries for nearly half our supply of bread ancl meat; of tlic 
foreign meat supply tlic chief quantity comes from R'ortliern Earopc ; 
of tlic foreign brcad supply tlic cliicf quantity comes from the United 
States, Thus, if thc ports of onc of tho grcat Korthern Powers werc 
closed to as, tlic pricc of meat would quickly risc in England; and if 
it was those of tlic United States, bread would risc; ancl R coalition 
ngaiqst us of thoso States with one of thc northcrn Powrs, rrould 

"Thc JLilitnv Forces of Great Britain." Br General Sir L. Simmons, R.E. 1671. 
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ANOTIIER WARSIRQ VOICE FROM 1805. 45 

con,pcl US to fight for life ; and in any C?SC of w a ~ ,  wc should start 
tllis certain disudvantngc, a discontented population upon reduced 

+llc poIitical ecoymist wmld immediately say, then form alliances 
the States die11 supply you with food, and you havc tllc double 

scculrity of preserving peace both by politiclil alliance and commercial 
intel.coursc ; but commercial intercourse has not succeeded in former 
times in cnsnring peace betmen two nations. In 1588 thcrc ~ y a s  
great conimercial intcrcou:~~ betwen England and Spain, and y e t  
tilab did not stop tllc Armada from coming. In  1807 there iyas 

commercial intercourse between England and tlic x-liolc of Europe, 
cspccjaIIr thc Xortlicrn Ports, but that did not prcrent Napoleon from 
,.losing the whole of the ports under his control against the commerce 
of England. And tlic instructin part in this latter instance is tliat 
the first conntry to complain of the stoppage of trade was England 
Ilelself. she felt it morc than the continental nations, bccausc she 

In the present day 
GI'C3t Britain Iias not only this war clisadrantagc as compared .wit11 

d i o n s ,  bnt slie has the additional one, with respect to nortllern 
COlintries, that tho trade is not of equal importance on cacli side. 
Becnusc the produce that tliosc countries get from Great Britain are 
chiefly lusuries, wlierens those she draws from them arc chiefly lieecs- 
s:lriea of life. 

The theories of the political economist in  this respect appear, there- 
fore, to be of an artificial composition, which won't stand the heat of 
war. We Iia~c, howeser, means witliin our pomer of insuring to a 
great extent our supply of food at all times, in our great colonics of 
Canada, tlic Capc, Australia, and Kew Zcnlancl, which are all 
csscntially food-producing countries. 

Thc question of the length of vopgc is one mainlF of pricc ; and 
,z case of >Tar imuld bc quite possible, in which thc pricc of meat 
in England would i d 1  remunerate thc importer from any of those 
colonies. Hut if those colonics arc t o  be any admntagc to thc mother 
country in this respect in war time, tlic food trndc x\<th them must 
not be left to be produced by thc csigencies of war, but ninst be 
fostered during peace by an alliance based on mutual interest. 

7Frith respect to the question of commerec generally, it is somcJsvhat 
remarkable that thc countries from wliicli we draw these necessaries 
of life arc tlic northern countries of Europc and America, \ylrel.cas 
thc commercc Kith the soutlicrn countries of Europe, &,in, ancl 
America, is cliicfly for what vie may call the luxuries of life. It has 
also SO iinppencd, tliat the general coalitions in i m p  lisrc been bctl\-ecn 
the nortlicrn countries against the soutliern. If, therefore, in case of 
a war with thc northern States, we are in danger of losing our food- 
supply, the samc measures of securitj- d i c h  we shall ham to take to 
preserve our commerce with sonthcrn Furope and with Asia, would 
also prescrrt! our food snpply from Australia and the Cape. 

The  Question of IIoiioiir. 

and increased cost of liring. 

not only the producer but the carrier also. 

Them is another point of view from which thc war aspect has 
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4G ASOTIIER WAI:SISG VOICE FROM 1805. 

cliangcd considcrably sinco 1805. All tlic great Europcaii powcrs 
Iinrc incrcased in importnnce sincc that time ; bat  those on thc Con. 
tincnt h r o  grown, likc our forest trees, by thc spreading of the roots 
and bmnchcs of thc pnrcnt stock ; wlicrens Grcat Britain has grown, 
likc tlic bauinii tive of India, 1)y hcr bixnclics clcsccnding again to 
c:irth nnd taking frcsh root in ncn- soil, and tlins the parent trunk is 
surrounded by nnmcrous others, each with nn indcpendcnt growth, 
but still supplyiiig ritality to thc whole trm. Grcat Britain has, in 
fact, changcd during t1i:it period from a single S h t e  into an Empirc ; 
and with that change has coinc iiicrcascd rcsponsibilitics nnd dmgcrs, 
but with tlicm has also comc ndvantagics, if wc choose to use them, 
irliicli will nioro than countcrbnlancc thc dangers. , 

I n  thc courso of mst century, as BIr. Foistcr pointcd out at 
Edinburgh, thc population of Great Britain will liavc doiiblctl, nnd tlie 
population of all ou r  great colonies togcthcr will be grcatcr than that 
of tlie parent country. We shall, thcrcforc, bc in n more dangcrous 
statc, with rcspect to our food supply, tlinn wc are a t  prcscnt ; a t  the 
sarnc timc, tLosc colonies i d 1  not only h brtfcr nblc to supplj  us with 
food, but would be also n runtcrinl nddition to our strength if in con- 
fcdcmtion with ns. It SCCIIIS, indccd, to bc n ninttcr of vital necessity to 
Grcat Britain to  linrc some sncli close conncctions with such countrics. 
Tlio dominion of tho scn and scn commcrcc do not of tliemselves nild 
to the pcrmnricnt strcngtli of a nation, for thcy only prodncc n fluc- 
tuating wealth, dcpcnclcnt on foreign countries ; it is only popul a t' ion 
:uid productirc territory together that form pcrrnnneiit power ;. and, 
if tho population incrcascs much hyond the food-producing pon-cr of 
thc tcrritoq-, t l q  must cithcr form confederations with food-produc- 
ing countries, 01' nllorr tlicmsclrcs to fall into n condition of de eu- 

imported .tho rrholo of the food for its pcoplc, liorrevcr great that  
population might be, Iiowxer cstcusivc its commcrcc, horrcrcr 
powerful its flccts, it ~vonld still ~ J O  at tho mercy, sooner or latcr, of 
the Stntcs from which tlic supply of food came. Thus, if contincntnl 
nations should incrcasc tlieir productive territory wliilc, Grcat 
Britaiu's remains the EaIM?, their real strength might harc incrcnscd 
i n  proportion to Great 131-itnin's, iiotriithstnnding that our population 
might bc larger. 

The peoplc of thcsc islands must be greatly clinngcd from tho days 
of Ralcigli, Drake, Pitt, and Kclson, if thcy a l lor  their country to get 
into such a statc of dcperdcncc, or if they iris11 to draw lmk onc foot 
from tlicir position as head of the English speaking raws. I n  that 
position 11-0 hnrc certain rcsponsibilitics to our colonies which cannot 
bc mcnsnid by tlic rules of political cconomy; and, Loircrcr scnti- 
incntal t h y  may sccm to Eome politicinus, thcrc can bc uo clisputc tliat 
\yo harc tnkcn on oursclrcs n wry p:ilpnblc and scrions responsibility 
in assuming tho gorerumcnt ,qf India, from n-liicli rre cannot with- 
draw, a t  wliatcrer cost to onrsclves, without loss of national credit. 
Thus  our commcrcc, our safct,y, and our honour lead US on thc perilous 
path of crnpirc, whilc to stand still will bc to go back from the foot- 
steps of our prcdcccssors. 

dcncc on tlic goodwill oE forcipcrs. If \re can siipposo a Statc 11- f iich 
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AXOTIIER WARSISG VOICE FROM 1605. 47 

T ~ C  pat11 sccins pcrilous only becquse wc hnvc not mndc i ~ p  0u1. 
nlirlds to prcpnrc for i t ;  vc arc still striring.to manngc nu cmpjrc 
lftcr tllc thshiori of 3, municipality. But if oui’ desccndnnts in tlic 
bnitcd Stntcs could found an cnipirc capable of iudefinite expansion, 
snrcly v c  could form a confcdency suitcd to  onr prcscnt position in 

Trorld. Tlicso islands nrc remnrkably situated, politically and 
,,pphicnlly, for holdinge t h  position ~ r c  do at prcscnt. Thc con- 
Zncnts of Europc and Asla form :L grcat pnrallclogram, nud all tllo 
c,,tiucntal statcs upon it, whcthcr in Europc or &in,. hnvc land 
frontiers to guard, aud almost all tlicir operatioris with cnch other, 
allether of pcaccfd commercc or mi., harc to bc carricd on by land. 
ylle British Islands, placed in a det:whcd positiou on the north-west 
flank of this prnllclogmm, arc morc secure in tlictnsclrcs from attack, 

yet by this position and bj- tlic clinractcr nnd habits of tha pcoplc 
they harc thc means of operating round tlic 11-holo circumferencc of 
thc continental parallclogixm, by scn, citlier for conimcrcc or wal.. 
,ind this capability of UtiIiziiig thc scn for thcsc purposcs will pr2scr~-c 
sn adrantago to Great Britain over continental tountries ns long ns 
thc spirit of the British pcoplc rcmaius thc same, nud as long as 
transport is SO much easier than my kind of land transport, nnd is a t  
tllc sanic timo niorc hamssing to tlic cnemy. 

From tho political point of vicw, thc gcogn hical position of these 
islands has furthcr advant:igcs over other gtatcs. ~ h c y  arc just 
opposite tho linc, on the continent of Europc, wvhicli divides thc 
northern. races from thc soutliern; by dcsccnt, by Innguagc, by 
religion, and by productions, tho Stntcs on each sidc of this line arc 
morc allied togcther than t h y  arc with tliosc on thc othcr sidc of it. 
,iud England, approximately to the main land just nt  this point, is in 

position to watch, and, if ~ ~ c c s s ~ I . ~ ,  to control almost thc wkolc of 
thc SCR t r n t h  that passcs from Xorth to South Europc. 

Thus, by position, br resources, and by character, Grcnt nritain 
appears to be inarkcd out bj- Providencc to be, a t  thc prescnt pcriod, 
the pcace officer of the world. 

Thc Jnpancse arc a race of islandcrs, similarly situntcd on thc nortli- 
cast flank of thc continental pardlelogram, and if their pcoplc had the 
samc qualities as the British racc, tlicy ought to linvc plirj-cd :L similar 
part in tho history of tho Asiatic continent to that Great Britain has 
playcd in thc historx of the European continent. 

il Xurinc d m y .  
Bat to utilize thcsc ndvnntages which Proridencc hns given us, 

for tlic benefit of our commcrcc in pcacc and our security in war; the 
last two of thc firc principal improsemeuts requircd in our war sTstem 
slionld bc takcn in hand, and placed on n bcttcr footing. 

A i r  expcd&hary eqwlnitenf lias nn aggrcssiro sound, but, in our 
prcscnt condition, i t  is rcally as much a part of our dcfcnsirc system 
as the mobilisiition schcmc just published. For, iu case of nny serious 
Far, our dcpcndcucics and military posts nll ovcr tho world would 
reqnirc such additions iiiimcdiatcly ns would iisc up s considcmblc 
portion of onr Iicgalar &mj- a t  home, nnd more than all our prcscnt 
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transport Fleet.. We could no more avoid occupying certain points 
on tho ocean in strength, than we could liesitate about moving 
regiments to their appointed placcs for the defence of our shores, 
Some provision has been made in the iiiobilisation scheme for the 
troops for such an expeditionary forcc, but tlie difficulty and the 
delay in sending out cspcditions from home lias not been in the 
selection and preparation of the troops, but in their equipment and 
transport. The equipment for war of n certain force of troops has 
been laid down on ppcr ,  but if it is not to be one more record of 
oEcial good intentions, it requires to bc put into a more practical 
form for actual use. It is uot cnougli to have a mass of war stores 
stacked in  bulk in grcat storchouses; there are certain of them, in- 
cluding cavalry and artillery cquipmcnts, and guns and ammunition, 
which nus- expcditionary force ~ o u l d  rcquirc to ha-ie mitli thcm ready 
for action on landing ; tliesc should bc kept a t  the placcs of embarka- 
tion, and arrmgcd, not merely for the ~ o p g c ,  but so ‘as to be im- 
mediately availablc for iisc at tlic end of it, so that each ship-load of 
troops will find tlicmsclves landed fully equipped, for n timc, with 
stores and provisions. We liare been too mnch in the habit of treating 
troops and stores as two species of goods, which arc to bc carried 
sonicivhere sorneliow, but wlicn and in ivliat order has becn thought n 
sccondary concern-to thc slippcr, :it least. In  the Crinican War, the 
shipmeut of guns and artillcry stores from England, in this general 
cargo fashion, was one of the C ~ U S C S  of tlic confnsion and delay that 
occurred in tliat expedition. But if we are really to take full adrantage 
of the ocean ns a bise of operations, thcsc points must bc considered, 
espcrimentcd on, and practised just as much as for land transport. 

The subjcct of our sen transport has bcen ably discussed by Captain 
Hoscason, R.N., both in this Institution and out of it. He has shown, 
not only the incficiencr of this system of taking up tonnage on 
the spur of the niomcnt, and sliorelling troops and storcs in as thq- 
happened to come, bnt the estreme extravagance of it. It is like a 
man buying up tlic corn of n province without having any means of 
taking it to market; lie is at the mercy of the carriers. We llavc 
now sir regular troop ships in the Royal Xavy, and fire belonging to 
the Indian Government ; the total tonnage of these eleren vessels is 
about 33,000 tons (old mcasurement) ; tlicr ~ o u l d ,  tliereforc, ~?iv 
about 16,000 mcn, without guns or horses, on n long sen vojmgc. This 
is a poor provision for an cmpirc on which the sun nc-ier sets and 
wars ncwr cease ; not cnougli to punish an iifrican Chief Kith. An 
ocean cmpire, like Great Britain, in which some expedition is going 
on crcr-j- year, and every one of tliem joint espcditions-naval and 
military-shonld have a regnlar orpnisation for the purpose, some- 
thing like a “ wti t  of sea t rm~por t ,”  such as Xapoleon had in his mind 
in 1SO& only, of course, on n larger SG&. This unit, Thether of onc 
ressel or more, would contain n complctc section of an Army, of all 
branches, ivitli a proportion of stores and provisions j and tlio rrsscls 
w d d  be, not inerely transports to c o n q -  them to n port and liare 
donc with thcm, but would be attaclicd to that division of the army 
during the expedition; they should bc felt to be their real base of 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
L

iv
er

po
ol

] 
at

 2
0:

32
 3

1 
D

ec
em

be
r 

20
14
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xl.&ons, their great depbt and means of supply : sliips and tl.ool,s 
$oul(l form onc whole machine, fitted to eacli otlicr for thc mholo 
M.ork to be done. A ,British Army would then bc able to fall back 
i!,,oll its morabk bnsc, and procecd with it to aiiothcr linc of opem- 
tlo,,s, rcfrcshed nnd in complete condition ; w h h  the enemy w - o u ~ ( ~  bo 
cspcn&ng timc, rcsources, and thc strength of his troops in clianging 
tl,c seat of mar by land : and onc such “ Jlarine Army ” rrould bc 
lllatcli for two on land. 

~ 7 0  hare 110 proper placc of einbarkation for our cspcditions a t  
I,lTSent. They arc dispatched from one of the dockyards or from 
\\Tml\~ch rhAcna1, as i t  happens to bc convenient for the vesscb. Tho 
\,.llxrf spacc in any of thc dockyards nvnilable for this purpose is only 
jergc enough for onc or t\\-o vessels, and even that  would bc rcquircd 
bj- tlic Kary in wnr time, and that at ITvoolwich Arsenal would bo 
fullj- occupicd, in any serious war, with tho dispatch of tho rcservc 
stores; and i t  would not bc desirable to enlarge tho nccoinmodatiou 
tILcrc, irith the objcct of eiiibarkiiig troops also ; for the reservo stores 
wo~~lcl be scnt in diffcrcnt rcssels nltogcthcr from tliosc a h r c  nllndcd 
to, which would be only for the nctirc forcc and for thc equipment 
Iv~luircd for  immetliatc IISC. 

Its Strategic Poiicts.‘ 
Wien Kapolcon was orpnising liis great schcnic of conibiiicd naval 

fi11d military strategy, onc of tho most important class of preparntions 
that kc had to makc, was to plant dcpbts of provisions for tho force 
:it ceitain placcs on thc routc of operations. If thc epoch of tho affair 
I ind  becti seventy ycars Inter, he would havc substituted coal for 
provisions. We can havc little doubt, from’his grmt  care in providing 
those, that onc of his first procccdings would lioro bccn to plant 
tlcp3ts of coal in numerous and secure places; lic would have con- 
sitlcrcd cconorny in such a matter as still more “iidiculons” and 
“ ignorant ” of war, tlinn he did in provisions. 

Wc havc n good many harbours for thc refitting and re-coaling of 
oiir n a r d  forccs, scattered omr our ocean empire, but not cuough for 
carrying out the dcfcncc of tlint empire on an cfficicnt system of naval 
and m i l i h g  strategy; and in many of those csisting, there arc not 
sulficieut means of protectiou, or for putting tlie coal on board cs- 
pcditiouslj-. Oar chief lines of strategic opcixtiou mill probably bc 
tliosc of our most important sea cornmcrcc, beausc thcy arc also our 
lines of communication with our great roductive colonies and dc- 

and Australia; aud, perhaps, at the present period, the two most, 
important placcs in tho world to Great Britain, outside of licr own 
ishnds, arc Suez mid Singapore. IVe have Iatcly obtained a legiti- 
lmtc footitig of control townrds preserving tlic freedom of tho Snez 
Canal, both in peacc and in war ; and whatever the conscqucuces of 
t h t  step mij- bc, coinmcrcially or politically, tlicrc can be no doubt 
t h t  it  will bc of tlic IiigIicst rnIue toivards the nnwI and military 
’ I n  considcrinn tlicic siibjects I h 3 ~ 0  been indcbtctl to an admimble pnmphlct by 

captain J. C. R. eolomb, R.J[.A., entitlcd, I‘ Tiircc Smoddcring Questions,” 1895. 
1-01>. 1s. E 

p c i c s .  One of tlie grcatcst of thcsc is t E c linc of commerce to India 
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defence of the empire. Singapore Nust always bc tho ccntrc of narnl 
operations for tlic protection of our immense t n d c  h tween Grcnt 
Jiritain and India, on one hnnd, and China nnd J n p n  and the Pacific 
Islands, on the othcr, and also as the ncarcst point in the line of 
commuuication to Australia. It would be :L serious danger to our 
connection with those countries, if the opposite coast of Sumatra 
should ever bo occupied by n hostile f o r m  

The estcnsion of our trnde to thc north of China and to Jnpnii, niid 
the sprcad of Hnssian powcr on tho north-east const of Asia, and of the 
1Jnited States on the north-west coast of America, togctlier render 
Hong Kong no longer so admntngeous to us as n naval arid military 
station as i t  w-as. Some position nearer to the Japnncsc Islands, 
which vionld :dso have n climate morc favowable to  our northern 
ixce, wouId now bo desirable for a stmtegic Imrbour to protect our 
trade in thosc seas. Also some more connecting links betwccn 
Singporc and Australia arc now requircd, as that is ;L line of corn- 
inunication, like n road iii a forest country, thnt offers mnny ndmu- 
t aws  to an attacking partr. 

'it is impossible for 11s to escape from tlic nccessity of securing such 
strategic positions on thc ocean ; if we do not mnkc them delibcmtc1~- 
in encc we shall 1u:trc to do so hastily nnd espcnsively in war. 111 
l8g5, thc fear of being attacked in tho East Indies, and of losing ouc 
of our West Indian colonies or tho Capc of Good Hopc, was snfficicnt 
to givc &Teat anxietr to the British Gorcrnmeut, and to take up thc 
attention of n large portion of their forces, both naval and militarj. 
It was with tlicm morc a question of prestige than commercc ; but 
with us now, the commercc n-ith those same countries has become a 
question of necessitr to provide occupation for our people ; and secure 
hnrbours for coal depbts arc far morc n e c c s s q  for the protcction of' 
that  comniercc than provision depats iwrc in 1806. 

To'the Utiprofcssio,inl Recider. 
At our public schools wc leave the l03s to scttlc their disputcs 

among themselves, bccansc \vc think n man should bc trained to. 
clefend himself and defend otliers in life ; hc is not a man cLse. 

That is what wc soldiers nnd sailors want to persu:rdc Great 
Britain to do in the world school, to bc trained to defend hcrsclf 
and to defend othcrs ; Grcnt Britain is not n nation CLSC. 

Well, m d  hnre we not alwnj-s defended ourselves ? says the English 
countryman. But FOR l iaw ncver trained yourselves, nnd your back- 
wardness has encouraged the eneniics of pence to deeds that have 
iorccd yon to rush iu and loso a den1 of blood in your clumsy ignomncc ; 
if ou had shown yourselves prepared, you might havc prcvented it. 

g u t ,  says the countryman, iv~iy am I to bc prepared to defend 
others morc than anybody else ? Uemusc you arc the only nation in 
the rrorld in a position to do it. You arc safer from nttnck ou your 
own land than anj. other nation; you hnvc resourccs ivhick draw 
wealth from nll parts of thc world to your shores j you hnye rcsponsi- 
bilities all ovcr the world. You arc, by all tliese, made the peacc 
officer of the n-odd, and if sou don't hke iip tho duty, some other- 
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wi11 liare to bc appointed instead, nnd you are not a t  present 
prcIlarcd to do tlic work committcd to you. 

Surely, says the countryman, we arc paying morc for Army and xavj- than anybody clsc ; nxid look what an Army and Navy wo harc 
to wc used to h v c .  

hook what armies and iiavics thcy arc getting on thc continent of 
glImpc, compnrcd to twenty years ago. When n pugnacious boJ 
COIneS into n school, thcrc will bc a deal mcrc fighting until hc finds 

level ; so whcn a nation incrcascs its armed strength, other mtioas 
bc prcparcd for war until it finds its Icvcl. Europe has gone 
from pcacc to war; wc may think it ;L grcat backsliding, :I 

gricvot1s waste of the rcsourccs of civilisation ; but to sit down, nnd 
crj- about it, is not quite manly. If your boy nt school was to do SO, 

irould tell him that he must take the fighting with tho bread ant1 
jnn1, just 2s thej  comc ; hc can’t espcct n school to bc a11 bread and 
jam. 

I don’t think, 
m;r friend, you quite know what that means at  thc present pcriod of 
p n r  history. It means n grcat deal morc than sitting still to watch 
tllc const of Grcnt Britain. Europc is getting now into the condition 
&scribed by Austria in 1804: “ A  situation which is not pcacc, but 
6‘ more destructive than actual mar ; in which s single Pomr, already 
6 ‘  too formidablc by its grcatncss, continues alone nrmcd, and is prc- 
“ ~ c n t c d  by no opposition from occu ring onc independent State 
6‘ nfter anothcr.”’ If Grcat Britain alfoirs herself to be n party iii 
such a situation, it nil1 not be her own land only that will bc 
tllrcatened, but hcr colonies and India ; and “ holding our own ” will 
tlicn rncan, that flic Governmcnt of the day is in n better stntc of 
preparation than it was in 18Q3, when it was a i d  of them, “they 
“ ~ - e r c  nnablc to remonstrntc in such n manner as bccamc the 
‘‘ Xnistcrs of a g e a t  and powcrfnl nation, or to intcrfcrc in suck it 

‘‘ mmner ns to make tlicir intcrfercn6c effective, or to mediate in sue11 
I‘ II manner as to aid thoso in whoso favour they If wu 
are to “hold our own” better thnn that, if  wc arc to prcvcnt the 
lapse of Enrope into despotism, ivliethcr nutocntic or dcmocmtic, and 
if vehrc to prcsc i~c  in our dependencies tine libcrty, political and 
religions, wc must take the patriotic ndi-ico of Burns, which he gnvc 
to thc defenders of 1805, only applj-iiig it to the wholc Empire of 
Grcnt Britain :- 

Well, sap  the countryman, u-c’ll hold our own yet. 

“ BC Britnin still to Britain true, 
Aniang onrsel’s united: 

For nercr but br British h n d 3  
Xaun British 1rrmg3 bo righted.” 

LIST OF BOOKS REFERRED TO IS THIS PAPER. 
DUMAS : Prkcis des Ecdtietnens Jifitaires (182’2).--Is rcallj-not aprc‘ccis, 

but a prccisc account, and with all thc appcarancc of careful 
accuracy, and is distinguished abovc others for its copious extracts 
‘‘ Ann. Reg.,” 1805. 2 “Aim. Reg.,” Pirrl. Dcb., June, 1603. 
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from originnl documents. It nlso has this pcculiar doulilc advnn. 
tnge, that thc nuthor was prcscnt in high oficinl capacity n t  most 
of thc scenes he narrates; and Xet, bcing under thc Restoration 
when lic wrote, his bias, though tiloroughly Frciich, of course, is 
not h’npolconic; and, for IL Frencliman of that period, lic is fnir to 
England. 

TIIIERS : . Ilisfoire tlrc ,Coitsitlnt ct clc Z’Eiiipirc .(1845).-From his 
position as Minister to Louis Pliillippc, M. TKcrs had ncccsq to 
official pnpcrs bcjond the reach of ,l)umns ; but hc has not used 
his adwntngcs in thc snmc conscientious way, niid lins not g i y n  
iis tlic snmc mcnns of forming our  owii judgments b r  extracts. 
The tonc of tlio work is not that of n calin historinn writing forty 
p r s  after the crcnts, but of an :idvocate supporting a particular 
cnusc, which is that of French gloriIicntion, nud tlicrcforc hc i s  
not so trustworthy ns Dumas. 

VICTOII~ES E’r COSQUETES DES FR.ISC.\IS (16li).-Thcsc rccords, though 
written by eye-ilitncsscs, comprisc so cstcnsi-io n mngc of ercnts 
for tlic size of thc work, that the accounts of each arc bricf, and 
thcrc arc fcw, if any, extracts from originnl documents. 

JAMES’S XAYAL HIsronr (1623).-This is thc o d  book on tlic English 
side a t  all corresponding to Dumas ; for, uiitirthc Pcuinsulnr \far, 
thcre was little but naval opcrations to record, nnd this is morc n 
register of thc nritish Karr nud its csploits thnn a history of the 
naval wnrfnrc of t!ic period; but, ns f a r  as it goes, i t  has thc 
advniitngc of being n conscientious coinpilation from original 
S O ~ I ~ C C S ,  with, of coiirsc, a ccrtnin prcjudice as to thc iiirincibilitj 
of thc Ihitisli Ka-iy on all occasions. 

ALISOS’S Ilistory of I;’rcrop duviirg tko Frcirch f ievoluf io i~  (1830).- 
Perhaps, still, thc best and indeed almost tho ody Enklisli nccount 
of tho wholc tnnsnctions of tha t  period. But it was u-ritten a t  
n tinic when tlic British fcclings against c-icrjthing Kapolconic 
wcrc still strong; and, liorrc-ier rrcll founded, they gave a tom to 
thc rccord of all tlie e-ients on either sidc. One can, Iioivcvcr, 
scpnrntc tlic opinions from tho rccord iii Alison, which I t  is morc 
dilIicult to do in Thicrs, though lic u-rotc fiftccn yenrslntcr. 

T ~ I E  ASSUAL REGISTEI:.-~S chicfly, d u n b l o  for showing thc opinions 
prcvnlcnt nt tho tiiiie both in Parliament and among thc pcoplc 
gciicrnll~ ; the cxtrncts from ParlinmcntarJ. discussioiis on im- 
port:int qwsticiis nrc pnrticulnrly rnlunblc. The rccords of pnr- 
ticulnr cvcnts nrr: somct:mes very useful, but thc dctnils arc in 
gcnernl insullicicnt for n full account. 

CLODC’S MiZifury Forces of fLc Crowi (18GO).-A wry full and very 
iiscful compilation of nil tho legislation with rcfcrcncc to  the 
Dritisli military forccs of all kinds ; specially advnntngeous to 
refer to nlongsidc of tlic Parlinmcntnry cliscussions, during those 
ycars, 1608-13, whcn so ninny schcnics f’or recruiting wcrc tried. 

I hnvc Lecn much iiidcbtcd to tho nssist:incc I h a w  rcccivcd from 
tho Oficcrs in tlic Intclligc~icc Department of tho War 04iec in 
csnmiiiiiig thc records of tlic Qunrtcimastcr-Gencrn~s Uepnrtiiient. 
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ANOTIIEK WARXING VOICE FROM 1805. 53 
Comidering tlie rising importnnce of military nGii-s, it is much to I,C 
,rishcd that a complcte prEcis,of the records both in that ofiw and ill 
t ha t  of thc Inipcctor-General of Fortifimtions of that period, N - C ~ C  

it would be of great assistanco in the reorganisation of our 
forces on n moro national basis. 
I Iinvo' also to thank the Ofliccrs of .thc hiirnirnlty and of th'c 

Record Office, and. list, but hot least, of tlic h-fd United Service 
Institution for nssistancc. 
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AXOTIIER WAIINIPFC VOICE FItOJC 1805. 

---- 
416 111 
130 563 

1,OSG 1,971 
2,200 4,836 
1,016 z,aio 

91 

.. .. 
35 L 

Froin rcco~ls, Qturtcrmastcr-Gcri.'s Oficc. 

Distribiitioii cf Regctlar Forces, &tile, 1805. 

I I 

--- 
Kortli district.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tork district .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . 
3h.t district .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 
South district.. .? . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
Soutli-west district.. . . . . :. . . . . . . 
Isle of Wight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wcst district . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Scrern district.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A-orth-west district.. . . . .' . . . . . . . . 
h'orth Inland district.. . . , . . . . . . . 
South Inland district.. . . . . . . . . . . 
London district .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . 
Homo district .. . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Channel Isknd3 district . . . . . . . . 
North Britain district . . . . .. . . . . 

Total.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I I 

Hcgdnr 
[nfantq 

462 
631 __-  

3,697 
15,785 
5343 

239 
1,250 

545 
660 
660 
103 

6,143 

7,zG 
3,533 -- 

47,116 - 

4,995 

1,002 
5,OGl 7,316 

1,143 7,526 
7,"5 

6,309 10,GGB 

56,316 12G,O28 

7,720 
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AXOTIIER ~ Y I I ~ S I S O  VOICE FROJI 1805. 57 

2,811 

1,5iO 

From rccord~, Qumtcrmnstcr-C)cn.'s OGcc. 

Disposifioir of Volrinfcer Forces, h'ocoiibe,; 1803. 

25,462 

11,321 

Countic?. . 

...... J 
SOlith ' Gent, Suascx.. . { 

IIsnts, Dorsct, S.W. 
Wilt9 ...... (district 

&mcrsct,Dcron, Weit ' 
a r n i r a l l .  ... { clistrict . 

C)louccstcr, JIon- 
lnouth, Gli-1 

Carclignn,Pcin: J 
brokc ...... 

Chcstcr, Flint, 

sea. ......... 

Surrey, IIcrts ........... 
>fiddleser, London.. ..... 
Oxford, Bcrkshire ....... 
Nortllnnipton, Bcdfortl, ' 

Bucks. .............. 
Rutlnnd,Lcicester.\r~~ic 
West Riding, ~ o r k s l i i m  . 
Jsncashirc (csccpt Liver-' 

pool), Clicsliirc (cxccpr 
Chcstcr), Derby, Xot- 

Shropsliirc, Worccstcr, 
Uercford ............ 
tinglrnm, Stnfford ..... 

- 
rtillcrj 

iW 

210 

lG3 

81 

5G1 

1,220 

l,GO2 

.. 

520 

2,513 

1,351 

1,509 

3,303 

1,010 

2,303 

3,313 

it, 1 

G i O  

ifantry 

4 $ 3 7  
-- 

11,111 

15,305 

18,9S3 

13,513 

13,549 

2GJ47 

15,SlG 

9,1 i 4  

rotaig. -- 
87,5iO 

13,672 

17,184 

2'2,166 

16,014 

17,031 

31,5G2 

16,310 

10,5G i 

Disposnblc Form (not e x p l i i n d  
nliit this mcnn~). 

GO .. .. 
.. 
.. .. 

1 40 

.. 

l ,i15 
I 42 
1,135 
5,505 
1,221 
1,49 k 

11 ,os0 
36,639 
G,OSl 
G,GO i 
7,09 L 

11,605 

1?,63 I 
3G,8SO 
i,8IG 
9,190 
8,315 
1c,m 

31,433 

12,691 

E:,286 
- 

ro nswnblc nt 

Sdisburf. 

Dristol. 

Chcstcr. 

Reading. 
Aylcsbury. 
Kort Iinmpton. 
Wnkclield. 

Liclificld. 

Tlicsc totals nrc tnkcn direct from the book. 
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