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XVIL. An Account of the Monument commonly aferibed
z0 Catigern. By Mr. Colebrooke.

Read at the Society of ANTIQUARIES, June 12, 1766.

N the parifh of Addington, ncar Town Malling, in Kent,
about 500 paces to the north eaft of the church, mn a rabbit
warren, upon a little eminence, are the remains of feveral large
ftones, placed in an oval form. The infide of the area from eaft to
weft 1s 5o paces, the breacth in the middle from north to {fouth 42
paces ; at the ealt end 1s a flat fione, placed fomewhat like that which
they call the Altar at Stone Henge: Pl. vi. fig. 1. N°. 1. This ftone
in the longeft part 1s nine feet, in the broadeft {feven feet, and near
two feet thick. Behind this, a little to the north, i1s another flat
{ftone, No. 2. which feems to have ftood upright, but is now,
by fome accident thrown down. This is fif.een feet long, feven
feet wide, and two feet thick. The ftone N°. 3. next the altar on
the north fide, 1s {feven feet high, {feven feet wide, and two feet thick;
the top of this hath been broken off. There are but two others
which appear above the {furface of the ground, (N°. 4 and 5) and
thefe are not more than two feet high. One may eafily trace the
remains of {feventeen of them ; though from the diftances between
“the ftones, which are pretty nearly equal, there muit have been
rather more than twenty to complete the oval, which confifted of
only one row of ftones. The {oil hereabout 1s very {andy, and the
- rain hath wathed the fand fo much over many of them, that by
their diftances from each other, I could only find them when I thruf(t
my cane into the ground. Thofe of the ftones which were fallen
down have been carried away by the inhabitants, and applied to
mend caufeways, or make {teps for ftiles. The ftones are of the

P 2 {fame
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108 Myr. Colebrooke’s Obfervations
fame {pecies with thofe at Stone Henge, and being placed in the fame-
form, feem as if they were defigned for the {fame ufe.

I FirsT viewed this monument of antiquity, or temple, n
1954. Since that trme the place is {o overgrown with broom, fern,
&c. that I could trace out very few of the ftones, when I was.
again upon. the {pot 1n 1761.

ABoUT 130 paces to the north weft of this is. another heap of
large ftones, tumbled mawards one on another. This originally con-
fifted of fix ftones, ({fee Pl. vi. fig. 2.)each ftone {feven feet wide, two-
feet thick, and by meafuring the longeft piece with the bafe, from:
which it feems to have been broken off, it muft have been 19 feet in-
height. The bafes of thefe are at-equal diftances, about 3 paces.
alunder,. and in. the circuit meafure 33 paces ;. {o that the area mufk
have been near 11 pacesin diameter. The form 1s circular, not
oval, and the openings are dueeaft and weft: this is the {fame kind:
of ftone as the former.. Tig. 3. 1s the largeft fragment, which L
meafured with the bafe neareft to it, to. afcertain the original.
height. i

I po not find' any author who hath: taken notice of either-of
thele monuments except Dr. Harris, who, in his Hiftory of Kent,.
p. 23, under the article Addington, fays, ¢ in a place in this-pa-
¢ r1ifh, called the Warren,. I {aw fix or feven fiones above the:
« ground, and the old clerk told me, that there formerly ftood.
“ an oak in the middle of them.; if {o, they might be only de-
¢ figned for {eats.”

It 1s hardly to be {uppofed, that a:ftone feven feet high (which:
1sthe height of No. 3, fig. 1), could be defigned for-a feat forr
people to: fit on, and. what remained of the others. was too low,,
to give them a view of any diverfions that were carrying on under
the {fuppofed. oak in the centre; nor could I, when I. was upon the-
{pot, get a confirmation of this traditional account mentioned by
Dr. Harsis as coming from the old clerk, though I made all the en-

quiry:

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. University of Warwick, on 21 Oct 2018 at 02:23:23, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/50261340900015605


https://www.cambridge.org/core
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900015605

on Catigern’s Monument. 109
quiry | could, and was affifted by the minifter of the parifh, the
Rev. Mr. Buttonthaw, who firft informed me of them, and went
with me to fome of the oldeft people then ]iving in the parifh.
Dr. Harris doth net {eeem to have any idea of the true defign of
thefe ftones, neither doth he mention that which I call the altar,
fig. 1. N°. 1. nor the other which is fallen down,. and if reﬁorcd
would make part of the oval. The heap of ftones broken and tum-
bled down inwards, though not above 130 yards to the north

weft, is not taken any notice of by him, and confequently he
never {aw them; for if he had feen them, he muft have been
led to think that two fuch monuments of antiquity, fo near each
other, could not but have been ere¢ted on {fome extraordinary oc-
cafion. .

As there are {everal monuments of this kind in England, Stoné
Henge on Salifbury plain, Rollrich-ftones in Oxfordfhire, and
many more, as I have been informed, in Anglefea, Cornwall,
Wales, Cumberland, &c. which are of that antiquity that.
our mofit early hiftorians who-have mentioned them {peak of them
.as of things beyond any tradition, and could barely conje&ture what
their ufes were, 1 hope it will not be unentertaining to this.
Society, iIf I give my conje&ure about thefe, as 1 flatter myfel{ it
will clear up a point in hiftory which i1s at prefent obicure;.
¥ mean the place where Horfa was buried, whole monument,
Mr. Philpot {ays, waslike Kits Cot houfe, but time hath utterly
extinguifhed it.

I THEREFORE Jom in opinion with the learned Dr. Stukeley,
that ftones placed in this oval form were the temples of the an-
tient Britons, that this at Addington was one of thofe temples, and:
that the heap of {tones fallen down at a little diftance from this.
temple was Catigern’s monument, which was more magnificent,.
and more n the manner of Stone Henge than Kits Cot. houfe is:

ancgi
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110 Mr.-Colebrooke’s Obfervations

and it is not likely that a monument compofed of ftones of fuch
bulik and thicknefs could be fo totally obliterated, as to have no
remains of it at this day; when another ereCted at the fame time,
and on a like occafion, remains fo entire. o
Mzr. LaMBARD, the earlieft author who profefledly wrote of
this county, in his Perambulation, edit. 1576, quarto, p. 288 and
289, under the article Chetham, fays, -<¢ Aifred of Beverly, and
¢ Richard of Cicefter, have mention of a place 1n Eaft Kent, where
«« Horfa (the brother of Hengift) was buried and which, even to
“ their time, did continue the memory of his name.” He men-
tions Horfimandune, but that lying in the fouth part of the county,
and Horfa being killed at Ailsford, he thinks 1t more reafonable to
affirm that he was buried at Horfted. He {ays nothing of Cati-
gern, nor of Kits Cot houfe, which if this monument (afcribed by
Stow and Camden to Catigern) had borne that name in his time, he
would have mentioned. 1
Horfled is a farm furrounded by woods, confilts of one good
farm houfe and a cottage, between which the road lies (chiefly

through woods) from Chetham to Boxley, and is about three
miles diftant from each.

Being upon a vifit at Chetham (in which parifh this farm lies) in
the year 1763, I was inquifitive to know where Horfted was, as
I could not find 1t i the map of Kent, nor in Spelman’s Villare
Anglicum, and 1f there were any remains of Horfa’s monument in
that neighbourhood. My friend, to whofe family this farm belongs,
carried me thither, -and fhewed me what was reputed to be Horfa’s
monument by the people of the country. |

ON the fide of a hill, in the middle of a wood, is a great quan-
tity of flint ftones, which, by length of timc, and the dripping of

“the trees, are overgrown with mofs. From the fituation they feem
to have been fhot out of carts, to fill up an hollow or valley, and

to have been colleéted from the neighbouring fields, where the plough
conftantly
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on Catigern’s Monument {11

conftantly turns up large flints in fuch quantities as to obftruét
1ts working, and fo to have been thrown down here out of
the way, the road through the wood being clofe by the top
of thefe flints. This is faid to be the remains of Horfa’s mo-
nument, and f{o far believed to be fo by the country people,
that {tones being wanted to repair a road, fome of thefe were
ordered to be taken; but in loading a cart with them, one man
haopcmng to fall (by treading on the loofe ﬁones) and break
his leg, they thought it a judgment for removing the fepulchres
of the dead, and could not be induced to proceed. This ftory
I heard on the {pot. But as thefe ftones are in a wood, and
againft the fide of a hill, it is unlikely to-be a funeral monument,

which, when they confifted of loofe ftenes, always made a hill of
themfelves. I have fomewhere read (I think in the Irith Hiftory)

that when an officer died in the field of battle, they buried him in a
plain, and every {oldier took a large ftone, and threw it on the
place ; by which means a hillock was formed, which muft have
borne the thape of the barrows we fee on the Downs in Dorfetthire,
and other counties, where inftead of throwing a ftone on the
place, each {foldier might take a fhovel-full of the {oil of the country,
and throw 1t on the place, in proportion te the dignity of the per-
fon there buried, as we {ce them of very different fizes, and moft
of them that have been opened are of the neighbouring {oil ; {o that
I think thefe fiints could not be Horfa’s, nor any other monu-
ment.

Airvr the authors who have mentioned this battle between Vor--
timer, (or Guortimer), and Hengift, take their account of it from
Bede ; for I do not find any thing {aid of it by Gildas. After men-
tioning that the Saxons and other German nations were called in
by Vortiger to affift him againft the Pits and Scots, who (after the
Romans had withdrawn themfelves, and could no longer afiift the
Britons) made inroads and great havock in the couniry, and over

whom
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whom the Saxons gained a viQory, he goes on to give an ac-
count of the country they came from, and their genealogy from
Woden. His words are [4], ¢ Duces fuifle perhibentur eorum
“ primi duo fratres Hengiftus et Horfus ; e quibus Horfus poftea
“ occifus in bllo a Britonibus batenus in orientalibus Canti par-
¢ trbus morzmentun babuit fuo nomine infigne.” The Saxon Chronicle
fays [¢], that A. D. 453, the Saxons were invited by Vortiger to
come over to his affitance, as mentioned by Bede, and in the year
153 fays, < Hic Hengiftuset Horfa pugnabant contra Vortigernum
“ regem, in loco. qui dicitur Acillftreu ; occifoque Horfa fratre {uo,
‘« Hengiftus poltea cum Efc filio {uo regnum capefiebat.” Bede
{sys potitively that Horfa was buried in the eaftern part of Kent. Ro-
bert of Glocefter [4], in his Chronicle, which 1s in rhime, mentions
the deaths of Horfa and Catigern, but {ays nothing of their buri-
als or monuments. He fays, that Vortimer direéted himfelf to be
buried on the {ea thore at Stonar (Tapis tituli) the port where the
Saxons (whom he had frequently beaten) ufed to land ; that they,
{eeing his monument, might be afraid of coming to that land where
even his bones were laid. Geofrey of Monmouth fays, he ordered
a brazen pillar to be eretted for him 1n this place, but that this was
not complied with, for he was buried in Troynovant or Lon-
don. Humfrey Lluyd {ays the fame, and that it was in imitation
of Scipio Africanus, who direted himfelf to be buried on that fea-

fhore which looked towards Carthage. Fabian fays, that Horfa
and Catigern {lew each other, but fays nothing of the burial of
either. William of Malmefbury [¢]fays Horfa and Kategis were
both killed in the firft battle Guortimer had with the Saxons, but

[4] Hiftoria Eclefiaftica Gentis Anglorum, fol. Cantabrigiz, 1644, p. 58.
[¢] At the end of the Cambridge edition of Bede, by Abraham Whelock.
[4) Who lived in the reign of Henry III.

[¢] Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores poft Bedam, London 1696, fol. p. 4.
5 doth
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doth not mention the burial of either. Henry of Huntingdon [ f]
{ays, that feven years after the arrival of the Saxons in England, there
vas a battle between them and the Britons, at Aeileftrue, in which
Horfa killed Catigern, and Guortimer killed Horfa, but makes no
mention of the burial of either. Ethelward [g] fays, Horfa was
killed 2z Campo Egelefihrip, but makes no mention of Vortimer or
Catigern. Hollingthead [4] {ays, that Vortimer’s {fecond battle with
the Saxons was at a place called Epiford, or Aglifibrop, in which
encounter Catagrine, or Catigernus, the brother of Vortimer, and
‘Hor{us, the brother of Hengift, after a. long combat, flew each
other ; but the Britons obtained the field, as faith the Britifh hiftory.
John Stow [7] and Verftegan [£] both {ay, that though the Saxons
were beaten 1n this battle, yet they kept the field, and the Britons
retreated ; and Ralph Higden [/] fays exprefsly, that Hengift got
the vittory.

IT feems to be agreed by all hiftorians, that this battle was fought
near Ailsford, anditis moft likely that it was on that plain which
{fpreads itfelf on the hanging of the hill, and looks down upon Co-
{enton, in the boundary of Ailesford, there being no other plac2
in that neighbcurhood fo open, and fo fit for {fuch an engage-
ment.

As 1 find no mention made of a monument erefted for Catigern
in any of the afore-cited authors, I am induced to think that Mr.
Stow was miftaken, when, in his Chronicle, he fays, Kits Cot-
houfe was corruptedly fo called for Catigern’s monument; and
that this is Horfa’s monument, being not far from Horfted farm,

[ /] Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores poft Bedam, fol. London, 1696, p. 156,

[] Tdem, p. 475, |
[47 Hiftory of England, by Abraham Fleming, 1586, fol. p. 8o.

[#] Chronicle continued by Ed. Howes, 1631, fol. p. 52.
{ #] Antiquities, quarto, 1628, p. 12Q.
[7] As quoted by Rapin, vol, 1. p. 33.

Vor. 1L Q and
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and to the eaft of the Medway, where Bede fays his monument
was.

I APPREHEND the name of Kizs or Keiths Coty-houfe to have
been given to.this place from fome old fhepherd, who kept fheep
on this plain, and ufed to fhelter himfelf from the weather on one
fide or other of this monument; for from whatever quarter a ftorm
came, he might here find fhelter.

Hap Mr. Lambard, who was the firft writer of the hiftory of
this county, known of this under the name of Kits Cot-houfe,
or heard of Catigern’s monument, I think he would have men-
tioned it ; but having dire€ted us to look about Horfted for Horfa’s
monument, there is nothing to be found in this neighbourhood {fo
likely to be 1t as this.

MRr. Camden [m] fays, ¢ here are four valt ftones pitched on
end, with others lying crofsways upon them, much like Stone
‘Henge, corruptly called Keiths or Kits Coty-houfe for Catigern’s
monument, who was buried here 1n great fiate.

MRr. Camden was too judicious an author, and too honeft an
hiftorian, to have given this defcription had he ever feen this mo-
nument : but it is the unavoidable misfortune of authors who write
at large of a country, to take their accounts from others, not be-
ing able to furvey every thing themfelves. 'The number of ftones

here pitched 1s but #5ree, and one fingle ftone on the top ; neither
is the architeGture (if I may ufe that word in {o rude a piece of

building) like Stone Henge ; for in this, the top ftore is wider
than the twothat fupport it, and hangs over confiderably at each
end, and on each fide; whereas at Stone Henge, the {tones are
laid in a different way, and the top ftones, which are mortifed into
the uprights, are no wider than two feet (the thicknefs of the up-
right) and do not hang over the ftones that bear them, but in this

[m] Britannia, by Gibfon, fol. Lond. 1695, p. 193,
the
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thc ftone is laid flat, and projeéts on each front, and at each
end.

Mg, Camden, whofe name I can never mention without the

greateft deference and refpeét (as the firft who digefted our Britith.
antiquities, and endeavoured to make us acquainted with our own
country, and the curiofities it contained) had he ever feen or heard
of the two monuments of antiquity at Addington, might not have
been induced to have given Kits Cot-houfe for a monument to Cati-
gern, who 15 not mentioned by any elder hiftorian (and I have
{cen moft of the Britifh chron cles) to have had one.
- WHETHER Mr. Camden, .or Mr. Stow, firft afcribed this to Ca-
tigern I cannot learn, not having. feen the firft edition either of
Stow’s Chronicle, or Camden’s Britannia. It is in his quarto edi-
tion in Latin, printed in the year 1600 #, and it is.in Stow’s Chro-
nicle, continued by Howes, and printed in the black letter in the
year 1631 ; and they have been followed by all the authors: who
have wrote of this country fince their time.

Jou~n Stow, in his Chronicle, p. 52, fays, ¢ he was upon
¢¢ the fpot;’’ and as his defcription of 1t, and account of this battle,
inay contribute to clear up the point aimed at, I fhall give it in his
own words.

¢« THE firft battle Hengilt and Horfus, brothers defcended from
¢ Woden, fought with Vortimer and his brother Catigern, was in
< a place called Aegleftborpe, now Aelford in Kent; and notwith-
¢¢ ftanding that Horfe was flain in this battel, yet Hengiﬁ bare
¢« away the victory. Bede fays, that Horfe was buried in Eaft
<« Kent, where his tomb, or monument, bearing his name, was in
¢« his time to be feen ; and true it 1s, that in Kent isa place, to this
¢t day called Horftede, about two miles from Aelsford, in the
«¢ parifh of Chetham, where the people of that country fay the faid

«« Horfe was buried.

¥ It is in the 2d and 3d editions, 1§87 and 1550. R. G,
Q 2 THERE
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« TRERE was alfo {lain in the {fame battell at Aeglefthrope, Cati-

<« gerne, brother to Vortimer, whole monument remaineth: to this
« day, on a great plaine heath, in the parifh of Aclsford, and is
« now corruptly called Cits Cotihoufe for Catigerns.

¢ ] have myfelf, in company with divers worfhipful and learned
«« gentlemen, beheld it, in #nno 1590, and is of four flat ftones *,
« one of them ftanding upright in the middle of two other mcloﬁng

« the edge fides of the firft, and the fourth laid flat aloft the
¢« other three, and is of fuch height that men may ftand on either
¢ fide the middle flone, in time of florm or tempeft, fafe from wind
¢¢ andrain, being defended with the breadth of the ftones, having
¢ one at their backs,.one on either fide, and the fourth over
«t their heads; and about a coit’s caft from this monument, lieth
<« another great ftone; - much part thereof in the ground, as fallen.
«« down where the {fame had been affixed [#].”

MR. Philpot [o] fays, after Mr. Camden,. that Kits Cot-houfe
was Catigern’s monument, and gives a print of it, but fo utterly
unlike the thing, that it 1s evident he never faw it; for he makes
the top ftone quite {quare, and hardly, if at all, projecting over thofe:
that {upport it, and rather fuppofes what it thould have been (ac~
cordmg to. modern archlte@cure) at the firft erefting, not what it
was in his time, or is now. He {ays Hor{a was. buried- at Horfted,
near Rochefter, with a like monument, but time hath utterly
extmguxﬂmd it.

* See Pl. vii. fig. 1. From a to b is 6 feet; fromb to ¢ 6 feet:; from cto d §: feet
from d to ¢ 7 feet ; from. ¢ to g 11 feet; fis 6 feet above ground,. 8 feet wide and
o feet thick; g is. the centre ftone, much fcaled, 6 feet high, 2 feet 10 inches
wide near the top, 5 feet 6 inches.in the middle, and g feet at.the bottom ; g cor-.
refponds with the fide £in all.its dimenfions,

+ Pl vii. fig. 2. This fingle ftone lies about 70 paces to the N. W. in the fame.
field, The thlcknefsm half buried ; but from its prefent pofition, it feems as if

it had. once ftood upright., From 4 to b it 1s 7 feet; fromc tod 11 feet; andin the
wideft part about 7 feet.

(0] Villare Cantianum p. 4.8
I
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on Catigern’s: Monument. 117

IT is very unlikely that the Saxons, who totally conquered
Britain, and remained kings of this country for upwards of five
hundred years [ p], fhould fuffer a monument of one of their firft
leaders to be annihilated, and let one eretted for a chief of the Bri-
tons remain entire. I am apt to think that what R. Higden, Stow,
and Verftegan fay of this firft battle is right ; and though the Bri-
tons beat the Saxons under Vortimer, yet the Saxons remained
mafters of the field of battle, and erefted this monument to the
memory of Horfa ; for Bede fays pofitively that Horfa was bu-
ried in Orientalibus Cantii partibus, by which he muft mean eaft
of the Medway ; for England was not divided into counties till Al-
fred’s time, about the year 889 ; whereas Bede died about 734, fo
that there was 150 years difference, and what is now called Eaft
and Weft Kent 1s a much more modern divifien of the county
than was made by Alfred.

Ir 1tis allowed (which I think, from the authorities before-
mentioned, it muft be) that the Saxons remained mafters of the
field in this battle at Ailsford, it is very natural to {fuppofe that the
Britons retreated to Addington, where was the temple before
defcribed, and though not ufed by them for religious worthip, (they:
being Chriftians)yet as a place of ftrength, and not above eight
miles from: the place where the battle was fought; and that here.
they buried Catigern, and fet up thofe fix huge ftones which-are:
now broken, and fallen in together,. as before defcribed ; and this.
conjefture is {trengthened by the next battle, which 1s {aid to be at:
Crecanford, now Crayford, in which the Britons were beaten, and-
forced to. retire to London, where Vortimer dying of the poilon:
given him by Rowena, was buried, according to Geofrey of Mon-
mouth.

[#] The Saxons fitft came into Britain, Ann. Dom. 447, and reigned here till"
1013, when Sweyne, the Dane, overcame them, and became ling, and impofed’
the tax called Danegeld; but he was never erowned, reigning but four yearss;:
for Canute came to the crown 1¢c17, and eftablithed the Danes in this land.; but.
this eftablifhment lafted only 24 years; for in 1041 the Saxon line was reftored, and:
ended.with, Edward the Confeflor in 1066, when the Norman conquéft took place.

7 XVIIL Obfer—
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