
which our lmowledge of these subjects is still fragmen- 
tary a ~ r d  imperfect, -poi~rts w-hich are to be settled 
by direct experimt:nt. Sircli experinlental researches 
are of t l ~ e  highest value; and it is nruch t,o be regret- 
ted. that mhile the goverrrmer~ts of Eriglai~d, France, 
and Germally, are e~i~ploying their leading scientific 
men in snch worli, Congress has deliberately stopped 
a most prolnisi~rg series of investigation of this lrind, 
and lras resolved to confine its efforts to paying bills 
after an  epidemic has rnade its appearance. 

L E T T E E S  TO T I f E  EDITOR. 
*,* Corvesponrl~nta are t'cquesled to be 118 brief as possible. 

The w).ilerJsn u ~ n ei s  i n  all cases t.eouired as  ~ r o 4 f  . 4 f  oood 
A . -

faith. 
U s e  of t h e  m o x a  i n  J apan .  

As I rode behind t11e ualted-baclied jinriltsha coo-
lies, I ~ioticed alonq each side of the spi~ie, from tlie 
head to the hips, white, irregular scars, about tlie size 
of a dime, indicating, as I s~~pposed,sorlie skin-dis- 
caw, lo wlrich they are very s~rbject from their diet 
ant1 expowre a.lieii young. These were the marks 
left by t , l~e rrzoza, a honseliold remedy, probably in- 
vent,etl in Jal)an,-a painful and powerful agent, well 
lrnow~i ill modern surgery. I t  is ~ n a d e  of the pith of 
a reed ( Artenrisia), nlixed with powdered charcoal, 
in a. coiiical form. Tliis is ignitcd, applied to the 
sirin, ar~tl allowed to burn slolvly until exlingoislied. 
The fleslr is severely bnrned, with the resulting scar 
alluded to. As if this were not suificient to expel 
the 'minds and vapors,' which they and the Chinese 
btllieve to be the cause of all diseases, tliis is con>- 
billet1 with acupnncture, the needle passi~ig through 
the nioxit deeply into the tissues, and conveying the 
heat to tlre supposed ..eat of disease. As they employ 
this every spring as a preventive meainre, it is rare 
to see a coolie without these scars. 'rhe accouclieur 
calls i t  to his aid, and is directed to burn three cones 
oil the little toe of the right foot to accelerate tlre 
operation of nattlre. Even infants are thus torLured. 
A cl~ild about three pears oltl, suffering from a wast- 
in? tiiart.hoea, who hat1 thus been uselessly tormented, 
was brought to me;  tlie inarly wraps l~aving been 
removed, a simple water dressing and mild opiate 
brought tlie little creature round all riglit in two 
days. SA>ICEI~I<NEELANI).native American rob~n ,  As everlbodv I\nows. tlie 

portant t o ~ ~ ~ r l  on its line of road, for the special bene- 
fit of the railroad employees. 

Two ~virrters ago the Crystal plate-glass company, 
whose ~\lorlis, siluated abont thirty 111i1es froin this 
city, bring about them a population of nearly tifteen 
lruridred, arranged a similar course of instruction lec- 
tures, wllirh were attended by audiences of six and 
ei$l;t llurrdred persons. 

I h e  president of the St. Joe lead-mines at  Eonne 
Terre, about seventy-five niiles south-west of St. 
Lonis, has jnst begun a like work, and intends to 
provide a goorl course of practical lectures, or talks 
npon science, literature, and travel, for the coming 
winter. 

At  Bonae Terre and a t  Crystal Cit,y, reading-rooms 
and libraries have been opened for all ~~7110 clioose to 
avail tliernseloes of such opportunities; and a t  the 
f o ~ w e r  place a p~iblic r e a d i ~ ~ g  from some stai~dard 
author is given every Friday evening. The res~rlts 
atte~rtling such efforls to help worlring men and 
monlelr have been sufficient to encourage these and 
other corporations to go on to still better things. 
The liiiowleclge conveyed, and irnpr~lse given to 
t l ~ o u g l ~ t  are only a part of the good done. and s t ~ ~ l y ,  
A better relation between employers ant1 employed 
is sure to conle from the good feelii~g ~ v l i i ~ l i  prompts 
such action, alld the grateful appreciation mith mllich 
it is received. 

TVasl~ington university is in this matter nrilling to 
take the posit,ion assumed by Johns Ilopliirrs ~ ~ n i v e r -  
sity in Baltimore, and has some half a dozen or so 
among its bnsy profes~urs who are always ready to 
respond heartily to snch calls for help. This institu- 
tion has, in fact, been the main drpendence of tlre 
corporations above ~ilentioned in their efforts to do 
sometl~irig to entertain and instruct their people. 

We have acconiplished but little here yet. but i t  
may not be aniiss to put ourselves on record as liaviiig 
begun. I t  helps us, always, to lir~ow xlrat others 
are trying to do. 11.S. SNOW. 

Was l i i i~y to~ luniversity, St. Louis, May 2. 

Rob ins ,  spa r rows ,  a n d  ear th-worms.  

An aninsing bit of impertinence on the part of 
tlie imin~grant house-sparrow is seen in his liabiC 
of stealing earth-worn~s fro111 our great I~unbering. 

T h e  l ea s t  b i t t e r n  i n  Newfound land .  
While on a recent visit to Nrnfoundland. I ex-

amined a rnnnnted sprcimen of the least bittern 
(ilrdetta exilis) t l ~ a t  hail been Billed in a fresh-water 
mars11 about a mile from St. John's, in the early 
part of October, 1882. The latitude of St. John's is 
470 33' N., and it is hardly necessary to add that tliis 
species has not prev~ously been recorded from so far 
north. C. HARTMEERIAJI,R1.D. 

Locust Grove, New Bork 

S c i e n c e  f o r  work ingmen .  
Your article in the number of SCIEXCE for April 

20, upon this topic, was timely and suggestive. The 
example offered by the Baltimore ant1 Oliio railroad 
is indeed worthy of imitation. But such work, how- 
ever novel it may be in the east, bas been done to a 
greater or less extent in this state for several years. 
I t  nray ir~terest your e a s t e r ~ ~  readers, who sometimes 
think that we Westerners must always wait for them 
in such matters, to know of a few attempts here to 
do similar worli for tlre \vorBirr~-classes. Three vears 
ago the officers of tlie St. LOSSand San ~ra~;cisco 
railroad maintained, wilh the hearty co-operation of 
its friends, a course of lectures in at least one im- 

robin is not a little skilful in extractini  earth-wor~lis. 
fro111 their burrows in land covered with short grass, 
as in pastures, lawns, and yards. The bird quickly 
detects tlie worm's liead, as the creat,ure lies resting 
near the :ilouth of its burrow, and seizes it instantly 
by a sudden blow with the bealr. Tlie lieacl of the 
worm once firmly grasped, the robin straddles liis 
legs apart, braces himself firmly, and gradually lifts 
his head to tlie uttermost, and thus slowly, by what 
is ma~lifestly a powerful and a fatiguing effort, 
drags oat  the resisting worm. H a ~ i ~ r gsucceeded 
in an  itnportant enterprise, the bird very naturally 
pauses for a moment to take breath; and at  this 
critical instant of time a sparrow steps forward, out 
of a squad of these birds which have been watch- 
ing the robin's proccedit~gs, quietly taltes the worm 
from the robin'r montll, and incontinently flies 
away with it, leaving the original possessor in blank 
amazement. The transaction is well worth seeing 
for its own salie, and needs but to be looked for, i~ 
order to be seen frequently in and about our cities; 
and it suggests a question which nray, perhaps, 
be profitably studied by the coming generation of 
naturalists. Indeed, the fact itself is worth puttirig 
upon record as a sort of bench-marl; to serve as a 
point of comparison for observers ill future years* 


