
73Contemporary Trends in Tourism and Hospitality, 2013

Peace and Tourism

Effects of Socio-Economic Changes  
in Post-Soviet Estonia on Landscape Diversification 

Pauline Lamenkova

pauline.lemenkova@gmail.com 

The focus on this paper is south-west 
part of Estonia located in the surroun-
dings of Pärnu County, on the coast of 
Baltic Sea. The end of the USSR epoch 
caused great economical and sociopoli-
tical reformation of Estonia. Like other 
post-soviet countries, this caused con-
siderable changes in the socio-econo-
mic and administrative structure. Land 
management system and urban deve-
lopment significantly changed in the 
past 20 years, which reflects overall so-
cio-economic and political situation in 
Estonia. Nowadays, suburbanization 
and development of second houses be-
come the major and most evident proce-
sses in current urban dynamics of mo-
dern Estonia.

There are multiple processes ex-
plaining this phenomena, and various 
factors triggering this process, which 
are analyzed in the current paper. The 
suburbanization process is not only in-
fluenced by the economic and political 
factors characteristic for Estonia. This 
process is now notable in various Euro-
pean cities and becoming new charac-
teristics of modern urban development 
in Europe. Overall, the structure of Eu-
ropean cities become less compact and 
dense, and more dispersed. There are 
multifold and complex factors explain-
ing process of intensive second home 
development. The most evident are so-
cio-demographic (depopulation, reset-

tlement) and economic reasons (change 
in employment and occupations struc-
ture). Regionally, this is typical for 
northern and eastern Europe (Estonia). 

The research aims at spatial and so-
cio-economic analysis of landscape 
patterns in Baltic coastal area of Esto-
nia. The process of active suburbaniza-
tion, which is analyzed in the current 
work, is caused by complex socio-eco-
nomical factors which arise from soci-
opolitical changes since the end of the 
USSR. Study area encompasses Baltic 
coastal region of Pärnu County. The so-
cial-economic triggers causing inten-
sive construction of summer cottag-
es and landscape types were examined. 
The methodology is based on the so-
cio-economic analysis of suburbaniza-
tion based on statistical data and map-
ping of the landscapes. Mapping was 
performed using GIS, land cover maps 
and Landsat data. Fieldwork and in-si-
tu observations were performed to de-
tect built-up areas in Pärnu surround-
ings and proved intensive construction 
residential buildings in Pärnu, demon-
strating changes in immobility system 
in modern Estonia, which affects land-
scapes. The results illustrate highly het-
erogeneous and diverse landscape types 
in the study area.
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