
94: The Baptist Review and Expositor.

THE DIFFICULTY IN JOHN XIII. 1.

By S. lvI. PROVENCE, D.D.

eVE RY careful student sees the lack of connection
between the affirmation in John xiii: 1 and the ad

verbial clauses by which it is modified. The following
renderings show that the lack has not yet been supplied:

Authorized Version: Now before the feast of the pass
over, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them to
the end.

American Bible Union: .And before the feast of the
passover, Jesus knowing that his hour has come that he
should depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end.

Canterbury Revision: Now before the feast of the
passover, Jesus knowing that his hour was come that he
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end.

Norton's Translation: But Jesus, before the feast of
the Passover, knew that the hour had come for him to
pass from this world to the Father; and having loved his
own who were to remain in this world, he loved them to
the last.

T10entieth Century Translation: Before the Passover
Festival began, Jesus knew that the time had come for
him to leave the world and go to the Father; but he had
loved those who were his own in the world, and he loved
them to the last.
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Latin (from Leusden '8 edition): Ante antem diem fes
tum Pascha, sciens Jesus quia venit eius hora, ut transiret
ex mundo hoc ad Patrem, diligens proprios qui in mundo,
in finem dilexit eos.

French (edition of Marten): Ov, arant la fete de
Psque, Jesus sachant que son heure etait venue pour
passer de ce monde au Pere, comme il avait aime les
siens, qui etaient au monde, illes aima jusq' it la fin.

So all the Greek editions that I know of punctuate.
For the reader's convenience the Greek text is here given:

IIpo oe ri1~ EODTf1~ TOU .".tiuXa tib~ 0 'I'q(To~ c>r' ij>.iJw av.rofJ
1} wpa, Z'va p,ETaf3ij e/C TaU /Coup,OU TOVTOU 7rpor; TOV 7raTepa, arya
7r~uar; Toilr; lUour; Toilr; ev Tep /Coup,tp, etr; TeAor; ~rya7r1]UEV aUTovr;.

It will be observed that in the effort to connect the main
verb ~rya7r1]UEV with its modifying clauses Professor Nor
ton and the Twentieth Century translators have taken
liberties with the text. Both make the participle elSdJr;
a finite verb, modifying it by 7rPO OE Tijr; eopTijr;, and both
supply a conjunction. The Twentieth Century transla
tors treat arya7r1}uar; in the same way, supplying a conjunc
tion before and after, making three principal verbs in the
verse, with as many distinct affirmations without logical
connection. It is allowable, to be sure, to translate a
participle by a finite verb, but some particle must be in
troduced which will preserve the relationship of the
parts of the sentence.

According to the common punctuation the verse ends
with EZr; TeAor; ~rya7r1](jEv aUToVr;. This is the affirmation of
the sentence thus formed: 'them he loved to the utter
most,' aUTovr; being emphatic by position. This affirma
tion is modified by three adverbial clauses: 1. 7rPO Tijr;
eOpT7Jr; TaU 7rauxa; 2. Elowr; 'I1]uour; i5TL 7/A8EV aUTou 1} wpa /c.T.A.;
3. arya7r17Uar; Toilr; lUour; Toilr; ev Ttf> /Coup,tp.

By testing these separately it will be seen that they do
not bear any logical connection with the verb arya7r7JUEv.

'Before the feast of the passover Jesus loved them to the
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end. ' 'Jesus knowing that his hour was come to leave
this world and return to the Father, loved them to the
uttermost. ' 'Having loved his own who were in the
world he loved them to the uttermost. ' Even for this last
combination no good reason is apparent. Commentators
have had no little trouble with these clauses, especially
the first. Some have made the words 7rPO Tij<; €OPTij<; refer
to the divine fore-knowledge, and some have carried the
occasion back to the social function in Bethany. With
great unanimity they have discussed the declaration of
love, but why "before the feast?"

Winer (Gram., p. 572) says that the verse "contains no
anacoluthon" and that" the difficulty must be disposed of
hermeneutically. " But as to how this is to be done he
offers no suggestion. "Anacoluthon (ibid., p. 566) occurs
when the construction with which a sentence began is not
grammatically pursued,-either because the writer is
wholly diverted from the structure adopted at the begin
ning by something intervening (especially by parenthe
sis) or because for the sake of a preferable mode of ex
pression he frames the close of his sentence otherwise
than the commencement required."

"The difficulty," however, vanishes if the words El<;

Te"Xo<; arya7rllUElJ aVTOV<; be made a parenthetic amplifica
tion of arya7r1}ua<; TOU<; lotov<; TOV<; ev T~iJ /Coup,p. For then
the sentence will go on to the end of the fourth verse,
and the predicate will begin with eryetpETat. The modify
ing clauses will then fall into their proper relations and
the whole sentence, notwithstanding its length becomes
perfectly clear. This will appear if a somewhat free
translation be given: "But (or 'and,' O€ being merely an
introductory particle) before they began to eat the Pas
chal supper, Jesus, knowing that the time was at hand
when he would leave this world and return to the Father,
although he loved his friends who must remain in the
world (them he loved to the last), and the feast being
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ready, the devil having previously put it into the heart of
.Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, knowing that
the Father has given all things into his hands and that he
came from God, rises from the table and lays off his
cloak; and taking a towel he wound it around his body."

This fits all the circumstances. Jerusalem was crowd
ed with visitors who had come to the great festival. Every
householder who had a guest-chamber had no doubt fur
nished it with a view to getting a good rent for it on this
occasion. Our Lord knew where there was such a room as
he required. He was the host of the evening. There was
apparently no servant. The washing of the feet was one
of the necessities of the festival. The company had left
their sandals outside. Their feet must be washed. The
necessity had grown a custom of hospitality. Perhaps
the question of priority arose about this very service. J e
sus turned the whole matter to account by taking the ser
vice upon himself, and that, too, naturally, before the eat
ing began-7T"po 'TTJ" €Op'T~",,-but after all had taken their
places, reclining, with their feet projecting over the end
of the couches. This service completed, he resumes his
place and his table-talk begins, during which Judas is
dismissed.

It seems impossible to divide the long sentence (vv,
1-4) without destroying the relation of the parts. This
difficulty was seen long before the division into verses
was made. An evidence of this is the insertion of o'lIJO"o~

in the third verse after elM), as in the first line of verse
one. Two ways are suggested here by which the tension
between the subject and the predicate may be relieved:
First, by withholding the subject until the predicate is
reached; e. g., But before they began to eat the paschal
supper, knowing that the time was at hand when he would
leave this world and return to the Father, although he
loved his friends who must remain in the world (them he
loved to the last), and the feast being ready, the devil
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having previously put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon's son, to betray him, knowing that the Father has
given all things into his hands, and that he came from God
and is about to return to God,Jesus rises from the table,
etc. Second, by recasting the entire sentence; e. g.,
Before they began to eat the Paschal supper, Jesus arises
from the table and puts off his cloak; and taking a towel
he wound it around his body. He knew that the time was
at hand when he would leave this world and return to the
Father, although he loved his friends, who must remain
in the world (them he loved to the last). Moreover, the
feast was ready and the devil had previously put it into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him.
Jesus knew, too, that the Father had given all things into
his hands, and that he had come from God and was about
to return to God. So he then pours water into the basin
(which was part of the furnishing and put there for that
purpose, hence the definite article), and began to wash the
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel which he
had around his waist. This seems to preserve the mean
ing of the evangelist and to put the whole incident into its
proper relation with what follows. He is telling the story
of the last supper and of the washing of the feet, with a
viewto giving to the discourse which followed its appropri
ate mise en scene. He apparently avoids the details giv
en by the other evangelists for this reason; and the heap
ing up of clauses :fixes the complete picture in the reader's
mind.

In an authoritative translation it would be inadmissi
ble to recast the sentence in the way here indicated. It
would seem, then, that the only course left is so to punc
tuate that the sentence may be left entire and its mean
ing preserved. Of course, it is understood that the an
cient writing was in uncial letters, without spacing be
tween words, and without punctuation. It is easy, there
fore, to see how such a difficulty as that here discussed
might have arisen.
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