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MEETING OF THE SOCIETY.
July 9, 1908.
J. RurnErrorDp HivrL, Ksq., President, in the Chair.

Mr. Cecit B. Crampron, M.B., C.M., was proposed as a
Resident Fellow.

The following communication was read :—

SOME MosSES AND HEPATICS ¥ROM THE ISLE or May.
By WiLLiam Evans, FRS.E.

The object of the present communication is to put on
record a few mosses and hepatics which I have at odd times
obtained on the Isle of May, at the mouth of the Firth of
Forth. The fact of the May being the most seaward as well
as the largest of the few islands on the east coast of Scotland,
makes it of considerable interest to the biologist, be he
botanist or zoclogist, and renders a full list of its flora and
fauna desirable.

The island has been visited by botanists on various occa-
sions, Patrick Neill landed on it in August 1811, as appears
from his note in the “ Scots Magazine ” at the time. In 1827
Professor J. H. Balfour read a paper on its natural history
before the Plinian Society: this paper, I understand, was never
published. In the eleventh volume of the “Transactions”
of our Society (1873, pp. 390-392) there is a paper by the
late John Sadler on the Flora of the Isle of May, in which
he gives a list of plants observed there by himself and others
on 11th August 1871. Only one moss, however, Schistidium
maritimwm, is recorded; and it is mentioned that ¢ one
Jungermanniaceoas plant was found but the species remained
undetermined.” Then,in the Society’s “ Transactions” for 1884
(Yol. XVI. pp. 115-121) we have a paper by Mr. J. Rattray
on the “ Phanerogams and Higher Cryptogams” of the island.
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The chief feature of this second paper is the list of Algs.
The mosses given are :—Schistidium maritimwm, Orthotrichum
(sp. 9), Hypnuwm chrysophyllum, H. confertum, and H. pree-
longum ; and there is a solitary liverwort, namely, Fegatello
conicw. A few Fungi, collected on the May last autumn by
Misses Baxter and Rintoul, have recently been recorded by
Mr. A. B. Steele (“ Aun. Scot. Nat. Hist.,” 1908, p. 58).

Except for a visit of ten days in September 1885, for the
purpose of observing birds on migration, my only opportunities
of collecting on the Isle of May have been during the short
time allowed on shore from the excursion steamers. On
several of these occasions I made a point of securing any
Bryophytes that came under my notice, and the specimens
thus obtained, together with a few kindly sent to me in April
last by Mr. Ross, the lighthouse superintendent, furnish the
following list of eighteen mosses and seven hepatics.

Two of the species recorded by Mr. Rattray, namely,
Hypnum (Burhynchiwm) confertum and H. chrysoplyllum,
have not been met with by me.

MossEs.

Polytrichum juniperinum, Willd.— A few rather small barren
plants, April 1908.

Dicranella heteromalla (Dill), Schimp.—Gathered in Sep-
tember 1885, August 1897, etc. A fine patch, covered with
ripe capsules, received from Mr. Ross in April last.

Fissidens virtdulus (Swartz), Wahl.—I found a little of
this small moss in the barren state on 4th August 1904.

Grimmia maritima, Turn, (Schistidium maritimum of the
lists of Sadler and Rattray).—Common, and fruiting freely on
the low rocks on the east side of the island ; September 1879,
September 1885, July 1897, ete.

Grimmia Stirtoni, Schimp.—A few small tufts on rocks,
15th July 1897.

Trichostomum flavovirens, Bruch.—September 1885 and
August 1897,

Ulota phyllantha, Brid.—In the same situations as Grimmia
maritinme ; September 1885 and July 1897 ; barren as usual.
Perhaps this is the Orthotrichwm referred to in Rattray’s
list.
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Physcomitrivm pyriforme (L.), Brid—A fruiting patch of
this moss was found by my father in September 1879, and I
gathered it again in September 1885,

Webera nutans (Sehreb.), Hedw. 2—A Webera coming into
fruit, April 1908, is probably this common species, but
without fully formed capsules one cannot be quite certain.

Bryuwm inclinatum (Sw.), Bland. 2—August 1904 ; “probably
inclinatum, but impossible to say certainly in absence of
fruit ” (Dixon, in lit.). On other occasions I have gathered
a similar plant on the island, but always in the barren state,

Bryum alpinum, Huds,—September 1885, a little, and
15th June 1899 ; barren. On the latter occasion a pretty
form, approaching var. wiride in the colouring and the lax
areolation, was growing in luxuriant cushions around a
spring.

Mrium hornwm, L.—September 1885, July and September
1897 and April 1908 ; small, as a rule, and barren.

Brachythecium rutabulum (L.}, B. and S,—September 1885
and April 1908; scarce and, like the other Hypnacecr,
barren.

Brachythecium velutinum (L.), B. and S.—September 1885
and August 1897, a little.

Burhynchium  preddongwm (L), B. and 8. (Hypnum
preelongum of Rattray’s list).—September 1885 and July and
August 1897, -a small form ; April 1908, more luxuriant and
better developed.

LBurkynchivm myosuroides (L.), Schimp. —September 1885
and April 1908; “a large form approaching my var.
brachythecioides” (Dixon, in lit.).

Hypnuwm  cupressiforme, L. — September 1885 and April
1908 ; all var. ericeforum or near it.

Hylocomium, squarrosum (L.), B, and S.—September 1885,
a very little.

HEPATICS.

Conocephalum contcum (L.), Dum. — Under the name of
Fegatella conica this well-known liverwort was recorded
from the island by Rattray in 1884, and I observed it there
in September 1885 ; further, Mr. Ross has sent me an ample
but barren specimen in April this year.

Lophowia ventricosa (Dicks.), Dum.—There is a specimen
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of this among my September 1885 gatherings, and it is also
among those received in April last.

Cephalozia bicuspidate (L.), Dum.—Specimens of this and
the next two species were found growing among Dicranellu
heteromalls and Mnium hornwm received in April.  The
Cephalozia was in fructification.

Kantia Trichomants (1.), Gray.—A very little, April 1908,

Lepidozio reptans (L), Dum.—April 1908,

Frullania  Tamarisci (L), Dum.—Mixed with Brachy-
thecium rutabulum, September 1885.

Frullania germang, Tayl—A good sized specimen gathered
in September 1879 is in my herbarium.

The Musci have been submitted to Mr. H. N. Dixon, and
the Hepaticze to Mr. S, M. Macvicar; for whose “Census”
the Frullania germana has furnished the only record
(v. ¢. 85) of the species from the east of Scotland.

The chief points of interest are the occurrence of Brywm
alpinuwm and Frullonia germana, the one being rarely found
at a low level in the east of Scotland,® and the other what
is called an “ Atlantic” or west coast species. The record of
Fissidens viridulus—a little-known plant in this distriet
and Griminie Stirtoni, are-also worthy of notice.

There are, no doubt, more species of Bryophyta than the
above to be found on the island, but the conditions evidently
do not favour the presence of this form of vegetation. It
can hardly be owing to any lack of moisture in the atmos-
phere, but probably want of shelter; an unsuitable soil, and
absence of marshy ground, are among the adverse circum-
stanices. Departure from type, it will be noted, is a feature
of several of the mosses obtained, and comparatively few
were found in fruit.

Mr. PETER FENTON exhibited a series of fruits and seeds
from the Bahamas.

Mr. JaMES FrasgR showed living plants of Carrichtera
Vella, Polypogon monspeliensis and P. maritvmus from TLeith
Docks.

1 Howie records Bryum alpinwm from Norman’s Law in Fife, and on
this side of the Forth it occurs sparingly on Traprain Law and the
Dalmahoy Hills.
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Mr. R. L. Harrow showed the following plants in flower
from the Royal Botanic Garden: — Anemone Regelione,
Asperule,  hirta, Aster himaloicus, Campanule  Allionti,
C. Allionii, var. hirsula, Crepts awrea, Ixiolirion brachyan-
theruwm, Myosotis alpestris, Primula Bulleyona, P. pinnatifide,
Sazifrage Macnabiana

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS, NOVEMBER 1907.

By the kindness of the Assistant Secretary, I am able to
submit the following state of the Roll of the Society :—

Honorary Fellows: Royal 1, British 5, Foreign 25.
Ordinary Fellows: Resident 108, Non-Resident 43. Corre-
sponding Members 61; Associates 9; Lady Members 6.
Total, 258.

During the past year the membership of the Society has
been strengthened by the addition of—

Ordinary Fellows : Resident 5. Total, 5.

During the same period 2 Ordinary Fellows have resigned,
and we have lost by death:—Ordinary Fellows: Resident 6,
Non-Resident 1, Corresponding Members 2. Total, 11,

WiLLiam PETER DRUMMOND.

William Peter Drummond was the youngest and last
surviving son of the well-known seedsman, Peter Drummond
of Stirling. He was born at Stirling in 1838. He and his
brother George came to Edinburgh and started the business
of Drummond Brothers, nurserymen and seedsmen, with a
warehouse in (George Street and nurseries at Longfield, on
ground which has now been feued. He became a Fellow of
the Society in 1858. On retiring from business a good many
years ago, he went to America, and remained there for some
years. Returning to Scotland a few years ago, he resumed
attendance at meetings of the Society when health per-
mitted. He died at his residence, 8 Wardie Road, Edinburgh,
on 18th December 1906, aged 68 years. He is survived by
a widow and a son, Peter K. Drummond, who is a member
of the engineering staff at the Gordon Memorial College,
Khartoum, Egypt.





