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XVIIIL. Obfervations on Stone Hatchets. By Bifhop
Lyttelton.

Read at the Sociery of ANTIQUARIES, March, 6, 1776~

GENTLEMEN,

HE ftone I have now the honour of laying before you for

your infpection, was found fome years ago on ploughing
fome new inclofed pafture ground, near Spurniton, in the parith
of St. Cuthbert, Carlifle, in a little hillock, or raifed piece of
ground, about four yards one way, and three the other, a little
above a foot in height, confifting entirely of earth.

I'+ 1s undoubtedly what Gefner, £1drovand, and other early
writers on Natural Philofophy, very abfurdly name Cerauna, or
Thunder - bolts, afthrming that they fall from the clouds in {torms
of thunder; and yet Aldrovand aflerts that they all refemble erther
a mallet, a wedge, or an ax or hatchet [¢]. The fame author [5]
gives us engravings of {ix ot them, four of which agree witi mine,
in having a nole, or perforation for the reception of a wooden
helve or handle  And all.of them, he fays, were found 1n Ger-
many, chieiy by the fides of rivers, and particularly ot the Elbe.

THERE 1s not the leaft doubt of thefe ftone inftruments having
been fabricated 1in the earlieft times, and by barbarous people, be-
fore the ufe of iron or other metals was known; and from the
fame caufe fpears and arrows were headed with flint and other

[a] Aldrovandi Mufeum Metall. lib. iv. . 607, & feq.
[#] 1bid. p. 611.
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Bifhop LyTTELTON 07 Stone Hatchets. 11g

hard ftones; abundance of which, efpecially of "the latter, are
found in. Scotland, where they are, by the vulgar, called E/fs
arrows (lamiarum fagittae ) [c], and fome few here in England:
elegant {fpecimens of which I thewed the Society not long fince,.
which were dug out of a gravel pit in Hertfordthire [4].

WHEN Mexico was firt difcovered by the Spaniards, the ufe
of iron was unknown among the inhabitants, and the fame 1gno-
rance prevailed in fome part of the Eaft Indies at the time that
Aldrovandus wrote; for in page 1,8 of his afore-cited. work, he
gives us the icon of a very elegant ftone-ax 1epofited in.his own:
Mufeum, and ufed, he fays,  facrificzss Indorum, but does not
{pecity from what particular part of the Indies it came.

THi1s which now lies before you being found 1n a tumulus, in-
clines me to pronounce it a military weapon, anfwering to the.
{teel or iron-battle-ax 1n later times, for warlike inftruments only,
or, at leaft, for the moft part, were interred with the bodies or
afhes-of men.in the early ages of the world.

THE moft extraordinary difcovery of this kind that ever was
made 1ir this part of. Europe, or perhaps in any other, is recorded
in Pere Montfaucon’s Antiquite Expliquée [e], which as it greatly
iHuftrates the fubject we are now upon, and confirms my conjec-
ture of this {tone being a military weapon of very great antiquity,
I'beg leave to give you the fubftance of. ¢ In the-year 168¢
‘“ Mon{. Cocherell, a gentleman living at a place fo called in the
‘“ diocefe of Evereux in Normandy, caufed to be opened an an-
““ tient Gaulith {fepulchre, fituated on his. eftate there. After
““ removing {ome very large {tones, two human fkeletons were
““ found, the fkulls of each refting on ftone axes or hatchets, one

¢

"«

of which was a pyrites, meafuring about feven inches long, .
““ and one and a half broad, worked to the fineft ‘edge, and.

[c] Sibbaldi Prodrom. Nat. Hift. Scot. p. ii. lib. iv. cap. 7.

[4] Profeflor Ward, 1748, fhewed the Society one found in a field in Jerfey,
the ftone not perforated. Minute Book, V. 199,

[¢]] Tom. v.p. il p. 194. & feq.
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‘“ tharpened at the corners. The other ax was ot an oriental
““ {tone, called Giadus, or a fpecies of the lapis nephriticus, about
‘“ three inches long and two broad, with a hole or perforation
“ on the outfide. Thefe bodies refted on a flat {tone, which
‘“ being removed, two others prefented themficlves with the
“ like ftone axes under their heads, exactly refembling the for-
“ mer, as to fhape and ﬁgure, but of a different kind of {ftone.
“ Thefe laft bodies were accompanied with three urns filled with
““ coals, or, I thould rather fuppofe, with wood burnt to a coal.
“ The workmen proceeding ftill farther, and extending the pit or
““ cavity to a greater breadth, difcovered fixteen or eighteen more
‘“ bodies, all laid in a regular order, 1n the fame line, with taces
“ towards the fouth, and an ax or hatchet undcr every head.
« Near the bodies lay three {pears, or lances made of bone, and
‘“ one of them evidently of a horfe’s thank bone, together with
‘“ feveral arrow heads, fome made of bone or 1ivory, and others
““ of ftone. INot far diftant, though fomewhat higher than the
‘“ Jaft {tratum ct bodies, was found a vaft quantity of halt burnt
‘ bones intermixed with athes.”

T'uis 1s the purport of Moni. Cocherell’s account of the con-
tents of this antient fepulchre; and Pere Montfaucon’s opinion
upon 1t was, that here were interred the bodies of people of dif-
ferent nations, and of the remoteft age. The loweft courfe, or
{tratum, he {uppofes, were of a very barbarous race of people, who
had not the ufe of iron or any other metal, and the like of the
two uppermofit; but from the circumitance of one of their axes
being formed out of the lapis nephriticus, a fpecies of precious
Sflone, as he calls it, he infers that thefe were bodies of the princt-
pal commanders or chiefs. The burnt bones, he fuppofes, were
the remains of Gaulifh {oldiers, as they had the -uftom of burn-
ing their dead.

Ox relating this difcovery to different people, Pere Montfaucon
was informed, that thefe kind of {tone axes were dug up frequently

1mn
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in the Netherlands, Picardy, Artois, and other parts of Lower
Germany, where Barbarifm long prevailed, and the uncivilized
inhabitants oftentimes made incurfions on their neighbours, and
fometimes driving them out, fixed themfeives in their feats. On
this information he applied to the procuré‘cor of Corbie abby, who
fent him two ftone axes, found at a great depth 1n the earth, One
was of pyrites, the other of a much fofter kind of {tone, and for
that reafon much thicker 1n its fubftance than its companion:
which circumftance, by the way, accounts for the unufual thick-
nefs of the ftonec ax now under confideration; for 1t vaftly exceeds
in fub{tance all thofe which are repofited 1n the Britith Mufeum,
where I lately examined feveral, which are all thin and elegant
in their form, and compofed ot the hardeft ftone, as bafaltes, flint,
and the like. I could not but obferve too, that not one in this
repofitory has any hole or perforation, fo that they may rather re-
{femble the Britith inftruments of brafs, called Ce/ts, than battle-
axes or hatchets. The two which were fent from Corbie to
Montfaucon, are engraven in plate cxxxvil. of his Antiquite Ex-

pliquée; but that made of the foft {tone was very imperfect when

firft difcovered, fo that the edge or thin end was quite gene.
DousrtLEss thefe ftone axes have, at different times, been dug

up 1n all parts of this ifland. We have before obferved, from Sir
Robert Sibbald, that they are found in Scotland. Dr. Plott, in
his Natural Hiftory of Staffordfhire (p. 397), fpeaking of the
flint arrow heads, adds, ¢ either the Britons, Romans, or both,
¢ 5]{fo made them axes of {tone, whereof there was one found on
¢« the Wever hills, imade of a fpeckled flint, ground to an edge;
«“ and I heard of fuch another that was met with on the Morridge
« (a hill fo called in the Moorlands), which how they might be
«.faftened to a helve, may be fecn 1n the Mufcum Afhmoleanum
¢ 3: Oxford, where there are feveral Indian ones of the like
« kind fitted up in the fame manuer as when formerly ufed.”

VouL. il. R That
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That found at Wever hills is engraven in plate xxxii. of Plott’s
Staffordfhire, and nearly refembles one of thefe engraved by
Montfaucon, and above defcribed.

Stz William Dugdale, in his Hiftory of Warwickihire [e], alfo
gives us the 1con of one found with feveral others, 1n an old fort
(as he ftyles it), containing feven acres of ground, at Oldburg
in that county. ¢ They were (fays he) about four inches and
““ an half 1n length, curioufly wrought by grinding, or {ome fuch
‘““ way; one end is fhaped like the end of a pole-ax;” and he

thinks they were weapons ufed by the Britons before the art of
making arms of brafs or iron.

[ aAcreE entirely with Dugdale, that thefe were Britifth 1n-
{truments of war, and ufed by them before they had the art of
making arms of brafs or iron; but I go farther, and am perfuaded
that when they fabricated thefe {tone weapons they had no know-
lfzage at all of thefe metals; and that muft have been at a very

early period 1ndeed, as in Julius Caefar’s time they had abun-
dance of feythed chariots, which probably were introduced here
by the Pheenicians {fome ages before; fince the Gauls, who to-

gether with the Britons had one common origin, had no ufe of
thefe chariots.

How low an idea foever fome people may entertain of the An-
tient Britons, they can hardly be thought fo barbarous and 1gN0~
rant as to have made their battle axes and fpear heads of {tone,
and this with great labour and difficulty in the execution, when,
at the fame time, they were mechanics fufficient to moke iron
{cythes, and had fuch plenty of iron as to arm their chariots of
war with this deitrudtive weapon.

Ox~ the whole, I am of opinion that thefe {tone axes are. by far
the moft autient remains exifting at this day of our Iritith an-
ccftors, and probably coaeval with the firft inhabitants of this

. N

17-~d. As fuch, 1 flatter myfelf, this thort difiertation, imperfe&

[e] P. #748.
a8
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as it 1s, on this curious {pecies of military weapons will not ap-
pear to you quite ufelefs or unentertaining.

I remain, GENTLEMEN,
With great efteem and refpe&,
Your moft cbedient, humble fervant,

CHARLES Carlifle.
Old Burlington Street, Dec.-5, 1765.

P. S. SincE my finithing this letter I have met with a paflage
relating to thefe inftruments in an anonymous letter from Edin-
burgh to Lfr. Gordon, printed 1in his Itinerarium Septentrionale,
p. 172, which I beg leave to add here.—*“ In a cairn in Airfhire
““ was found an inftrument of ftone of the flinty kind, refembling
« a wedge. Such are very common in Scotland. They have
¢ been confidered as a fort of arms, which the antients made ufe
«« of before the ufe of brafs and 1ron. I rather think they were
¢ the hatchets which the priefts in thofe days ufed fcr killing
« viims. That flinty {tones were antiently ufed for killing fa-
¢ crifices is evident from Livy, where, {peaking of the Roman
¢« Pater Patratus, who was fent by Tullus to make a league with
¢« the Albani, he fays, Porcum faxo filice percuffit. How thefe
¢« hatchets came to be left at the fepulchres of the dead, will be
“ no difficult matter to acccount for, if we con’der the cuftom
« of throwing arms and all forts of things into the funeral pile.”

Rz XIX .Obfer-
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