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of the whole body, being devoid of pigment, is of a silvery-
white colour, though often when viewed in bulk a pale-straw
hue is apparent. But the most striking change is seen in the
eyes. There the rays of light diffuse through iris as well as
pupil, giving to the latter the red appearance familiar
through the mirror of the ophthalmoscope, and to the former
arose-pink hue derived from the vessels of the choroid and
of the iris itself. The photophobia which results from the
relative non-absorption of the rays of light leads to a habit
in the albino of continually screwing together his lids in
order to admit only the minimum of rays essential to sight,
and this, in conjunction with the characters already
mentioned, forms a picture which makes what I am in
¢he habit of calling the albinotic facies a distinctly charac-
teristic one.

Probably the varieties of this condition are more numerous
than we suspect. Among the coloured races, in whom the
<condition is much more common, a piebald variety is often
found for which the name of partial albinism seems as good
as any. When one of these patches of congenital leucoderma
exists in the situation from which the eyes are developed
true albinotic eyes are found as a result, and similarly when
a patch involves the scalp or other portion of the hair
system the bhair in that situation partakes of all the
characters of true albinotic hair. For some time I have been
strongly of opinion that a like condition occurs among
Euoropeans, only masked by the already white colour of the
great part of their skin. In some cases observed the hair
has been pigmented, as in that described by Folker, while
the rest of the body showed the usunal features associated
with albinism; in others, again, the only indications of
albinism at all have been the characters of the eyes, which
were in every respect those of an albino. In still other
cases eyes and skin have been apparently normal, while the
hair of the scalp has been congenitally white. I have never
been able to satisfy myself that in these instances there were
any corresponding differences to be noted on the skin, but
the condition is bound to include many varieties, and I
should be greatly obliged if physicians who have the oppor-
tunity of doing so would kindly endeavour to come to a
decision on this interesting point.

I have thus briefly described the typical appearances pre-
sented by an albino, and some of the varieties which have
been observed because it is important in examining such cases
that one should have a standard to go by, the deviations
from which should be carefully moted. For this reason I
have chosen my adjectives with care as representing what to
my mind is the type of the condition. And in closing I
venture to ask the aid of those medical men who may happen
to meet with such cases of albinism or of any of its varieties
in the pursuit of their profession, that they may be good
enough to help me to get into communication with the
individuals they come across with a view to obtain the
particulars of their family histories, assuring them that from
all those who are good enough in this way to supply me with
cases I shall feel myself the recipient of considerable
personal favour. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

A, R. GUNN,

Physiological Department, University of Edinburgh,
March 16th, 1907.

VACCINATION AND THE LONDON COUNTY

COUNCIL ELECTION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

S1rs,—Before the recent election the Vaccination Inguiree
published answers received from 61 candidates in reply to a
circular sent out by the National Antivaccination League.
Candidates were asked definitely if they were in favour of
abolishing the vaccination test for teachers and others who
‘‘honestly believe ”’ vaccination to be injurious to health or
unnecessary.

Since the election I have made an analysis which shows
how the 61 candidates fared. 24 replied in the affirmative
without definitely indicating whether they were pro- or anti-
vaccinists, merely assenting to the principle of conscientious
objection in their answers; of these nine were elected and
15 defeated. 26 declared themselves definitely pronounced
anti-vaccinists ; of these two were elected and 24 defeated.
11 declared themselves pro-vaccinists ; of these eight were
elected and three defeated.

These results must be very disappointing to the officials
of the National Antivaccination League. Having regard to
the declaration of the editor of the Vaccination Inguirer

that ¢‘ the occasion is one of the greatest importance to our
cause,” the blow must be rather disconcerting. One candi-
date evidently regarding his election an absolute certainty
answered : I shall certainly vote in the manner desired
by the league.” He was defeated. Another candidate
answers : ‘I will not ; I am convinced of the necessity of
vaccination.” He was at the head of the poll.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
ARTHUR DRURY, M.B., C.M, Edin.
Halifax, March 25th, 1907.

ON THE CONDITION OF THE BLOOD-
VESSELS DURING SHOCK.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

Sirg,—In THE LAXCET of March 23rd, Dr. Leonard
Williams stated an argument in which he invited me to find
a fallacy, and with your permission I will point out two.
Assuming the cardiac power to be constant, Dr. Williams
said that when the vessels contracted the blood pressure rose
and when they dilated the blood pressure fell. He asserted
that the blood pressure in shock was invariably subnormal
in any vessel in which it could be measured by the sphygma-
nometer. Ie concluded that ‘‘ the only possible deduction
from these elementary facts is that the general state of the
blood-vessels in shock is that of dilatation.”?

The first fallacy I would mention is that Dr. Williams
omitted to say that the blood pressure is raised in the splenic
vein in shock and he did not show why the deduction should
not be arrived at that because of this rise of blood pressure
the general state of the vessels must be one of contraction,
Another most obvious fallacy in the argument is that the fall
of blood pressure might be due to a dilatation of vessels
which was not general but local. If Dr. Williams had
remembered that it has been taught for many years that the
vascular changes in shock are due to a paralysis of the
vessels in the splanchnic area he would, I think, have
worded his argument differently.

I have already fully discussed these points in my papers,
which you have been good enough to publish.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

Portman-street, W., March 25th, 1907. JOHN D. MALCOLM,

MEDICAL LAW AND LIMITED COMPANIES.
1o the Editors of THE LANCET.

Sirs,—In view of the publicity given to recent cases of
evasion of the Medical and Dental Acts the following facts
nay show the need for amended legislation. A short time
ago a patient came to me offering to apprentice his son with
a view to his practising dentistry. When I inquired what
hospital he would join the father said: *‘ Hospital ? I shall
not waste my money in fees nor my son’s time when he can
practise equally well without as long as he does not
call himself a dentist.” So 1 refused to take the
premium or have anything to do with the case. No
less than seven unregistered men have begun dental prac-
tice here in the last three years. It is useless to say that
anyone can prosecute, for you cannot obtain evidence without
laying a ‘‘trap,” and this is obnoxious to most Englishmen
and prejudices the jury in favour of the defendant. If
limited companies are to be tolerated, then they should be
compelled to employ only registered men in the interests of
the public. For to the man in the street anyone who
extracts teeth is a dentist.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfually,
Torquav, March 25(’,}1, 1907. L. STRANG(VVAYS, L.D.S. Eng.

MEDICAL MEN, MOTORS, AND LIGHTING
OF VEHICLES.

To the Editors of THE LANCET,

SIRS,—A very important Bill on the *‘Lighting of Vebicles”
has passed the second reading in the House of Commons
and has been referred to the Standing Committee on Law; its
consideration will come on very shortly. It is very important
that this Bill should be amended in order to secure a red
light being carried at, or showing at, the rear of every
vehicle used on the highways., Members of our own profes-
sion are especially interested in such an amendment. Some

1 TaE LANCET, March 23rd, 1907, p. 836.



