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death on June 14th, at ‘¢ Cobhamberrie,” 59, Pevensey-road,
S8t. Leonards-on-Sea, of Thomas Lambert Hinton, retired
surgeon, M.R.C.8.; of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, aged 109
years.

THE ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL, HASLAR.

Their Majesties the King and Queen made a tour of
inspection of the Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar, on
August 8th.

THE TERRITORIAL FORCE.

Several gunners were injured at the Lydd camp on
August 5th when 500 horses belonging to the London
Territorial Artillery Brigades stampeded. The horses were
frightened by a violent storm which suddenly swept over
the camp.

Correspondence.

‘¢ Audi alteram partem.”

THE LATE SIR THOMAS STEVENSON.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,—It was my great privilege to make the acquaintance
of Sir Thomas Stevenson 25 years ago. He took great interest
in the case of Reg. v. Flannigan and Higgins, especially on
two points. One was the rapid elimination of arsenic by the
kidneys, the other the yellow staining of the intestines
described by Dr, Campbell Brown and Mr. Edward Davies.
T sent him full details of all the four cases which we proved ;
it was admitted bythe prisoner Flannigan that seven other
victims had died from the same poison. It was in this case
that arsenical fly-paper was used, probably for the first time.

Dr. Stevenson came to Liverpool in July, 1889, to give
evidence in the case of Reg. ». Maybrick. I was
present in court when he was called and can amply

confirm all that was stated in your obituary. He
had to wundergo cross-examination from the ablest
of all advocates of that day, the eminent lawyer who was
then Sir Charles Russell and who died Lord Russell of
Killowen. He was aided by a learned confrére, then Mr.
Pickford, now Mr. Justice Pickford, while both had the
assistance of the late Dr. Tidy and Mr. F. T. Paul of
Liverpool. Dr. Stevenson held his own and gave his evidence
in a manner which greatly impressed all who heard him, It
may be remembered that much hostile feeling was manifested
towards the witnesses for the prosecution and Dr. Stevenson
wrote to me afterwards stating that when he returned to the
hotel to which I had recommended him he was refused all
help from porters and had to carry his own luggage to a cab.
When subsequently I informed the late Sir James Poole of
this he stated, *“ If I had heard of it at the time I would
‘have gone to the hotel and sacked everyone, from Ludlow
(manager) to the youngest page, there and then.”
On June 18th, 1891, Dr. Stevenson wrote to me asking me
to meet him on the following day on his arrival in Liverpool
where he was coming to make the examination of a body to
be exhumed in one of our cemeteries. It was that of a
gentleman who had been a resident in Liverpool for many
years but who had lived in London before his death, which
had occurred in May. I accompanied him to the cemetery
and he was shown the grave where the deceased had been
interred on June lst. It was exhumed and examined on
the following day. There were rumours of poisoning. The
strictest secrecy was enjoined and nothing appeared in
the papers till nearly a fortnight afterwards. The post-
mortem examination revealed natural disease and no trace
.of poison could be detected by the most careful analysis.
After Dr. Stevenson’s return to London I was able to quote
him cases showing the illegality of examining accused
persons without their consent, even if such had been ordered
by a coroner or magistrate ; these he acknowledged and
reproduced in the fourth edition of Taylor’s ¢ Medical Juris-
prudence.” He asked me to see him whenever I went to
London, and I did so on several occasions. His kindness
and geniality I shall never forget. His death is indeed a
most serious loss to the profession.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Liverpool, August 10th, 1908. F. W. LOWNDES.

BILATERAL DISLOCATION OF THE

SHOULDER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,—I was much interested in the annotation on this
subject in THE LANCET of to-day and should like to add to
the list of cases one that occurred in my practice so long ago
as 1876. The cause in this case was simple ; the man fell
about 6 feet through an open trap about two feet wide, and
the arms catching the sides were simultaneously dislocated.
My friend, Mr. Bales, administered chloroform and I easily
reduced the dislocations by extension with the heel in the
axilla.

I should like to mention a method by which I have
sometimes succeeded in reducing shoulder dislocations when
recent, and which is perhaps not very well known. The
patient lies on his back on a bed or couch ; the injured arm
is drawn out at a right angle to the body, and the elbow
completely flexed. The thumb of the surgeon (right for
right shoulder or left for left) is placed on the head of the
humerus in the axilla, the fingers rest on the acromion and
spine of the scapula. Traction is made from the flexed elbow
with alternating rotation whilst firm pressure is kept up by
the thumb on the head of the humerus. It is surprising how
easily the reduction is effected by this manipulation.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
WiLrniam THoMAas, F.R.C.S. Eng.

Birmingham, August 8th, 1908.

ESPERANTO AND MEDICINE.
1o the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,—I observe with interest and pleasure that you are
devoting increasing attention to Esperanto. It is only fitting
that the medical fraternity should support a movement which
owes its origin to the genius and devotion of one of their
number and which has many of the profession among its
leaders.

I need not occupy your time further than to state that
since the inclosed statistics were prepared more recent
figures have become available. On July 5th last there were
1029 Esperanto societies throughout the world, 103 outside
societies which use Esperanto, 284 towns in which an
Esperanto consulate may be found, and 61 Esperanto
periodicals. These figures will be found in the Oficials
Gazeto Hsperantista, which I send, as it does not often fall
into the hands of the public. Though entirely in Esperanto,
the bulk of the information can easily be understood, and a
glance through the gazette will convey some idea of the vast
diffusion of the Esperanto language.

The North-Eastern Railway has taken up the language and
the corporation of Blackpool publish an official guide in
Esperanto. Having used the language constantly during the
past five years for every kind of communication and with all
sorts of people, some decidedly illiterate, I am satisfied that
Esperanto will stand thorough investigation and is already
beginning to be very useful as the true solution of the
perennial language problem.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
G. DOUGLAS BUCHANAN.

Esperantista Konsulejo, Glasgow, August 6th, 1908.

*.F The official guide bears out Mr. Buchanan’s letter.
We have received several communications on the merits and
demerits of HEsperanto as a universal language, but we
cannot discuss these in detail in our columns. Whether
modifications in construction and terminology would make
Esperanto an easier or a more logical language is one point;
the other, to which we have made allusion, is the fact that
Esperanto is already becoming useful for the dissemination
of medical knowledge.—ED. L.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FrROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Appointment of Medical Officers for the Salterley Grange
Sanatorium.
AT a recent meeting of the health committee of the city
council a consulting physician and a medical superintendent
for the new sanatorium at Salterley Grange were appointed.



