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A STUDY OF PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL 
CHILDREN. 

BY E. w. BOHANNON, 
Fellow in Pedagogy, Clark University. 

INTRODUCTION. 
The basis of the present study is a collection of reports 

received in response to the syllabus printed below. 
PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

If you desire to receive the syllabi of this school year, to co-operate 
in collecting data, and to receive the final reports of the work, you are 
hereb res ectfully invited : 

1. 50 t&nk over your own childhood and consider if you were a 
striking illustration of any of the following types, and if so, describe 
your case. 
11. Consider i f  you have any friends who would come into any of 

the classes below, and ask them to describe their own case. 
111. If you have children of your own, or if you are a teacher, i f  

any of your pupils, past or present, are strikingly exceptional, describe 
them. 
IV. If you are a college or normal instructor, explain very fully 

what is wanted, and ask each upil to describe one or more such cases 
in a composition, essay, or a tgeme in psychology. 
V. State the salient points concerning any exceptional children 

you ever read of, whether fact or fiction, referring to the source if you 
can. 

The following are types suggested to select from, but any others will 
be welcome : 

I. Physical: Exceptional beauty or ugliness ; largeness or small- 
ness ; any bodily deformity ; conspicuous scars or traumatic lesions ; 
defects of sense or limb, as dimness of vision or slightly under normal 
hearing, weakness of s h e ,  legs or arms, etc. ; exceptional stren th, 
a ility, clumsiness or geftness, or gifts of sense; any other marled 
p%ysical peculiarity. 

2. PsychicuC; A child 0.' exceptional courage or timidity ; cleanli- 
ness or dirtiness ; order or disorder ; obedience or disobedience ; truth 
telling or lying ; cruelty or sympathy : selfishness or generosity ; 
loquacity or silence : frankness or secretiveness ; buoyanc or des on- 
dencp ; daintiness or gluttony ; a b l ad  or otherwise spoigd c h i 8  ; a 
doubter, investigator or critic; a buffoon; a restleas, fickle scatter- 
brain or r tenacious child ; an ugly and ill-tempered child ; a careless, 
cnsy-going or a fastidious child ; an inquisitive, imaginative or poetic D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
by

 [
M

cM
as

te
r 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
] 

at
 0

5:
07

 0
6 

A
pr

il 
20

16
 



4 PECULIAR AN) Excwrromi. CHILDREN. 

chi ld;  a teaser or hector; a nervous child ; a querulent. whiuing 
child; a dignified and self.poised child, OT one who acts habitually 
with abandon. 

I t  is not a description of one or mure of the above traits that  is 
wanted, but a n  account of one or more individual cases where one trait 
or group of traits is so marked 8 s  to  color the  entire character of the  
child, to  be knowu to all who see much of it, to  therefore bear on the 
child’s future career. 

Note in each case, if you can, whether the trait is hereditary; in  
which parent, how far back can it be traced, and how marked was it in  
the  nncestry’ To this point the  greatest importance is attached, and 
it should receive special attention. 

Give, briefly, specific acts or instances of the manifestation of the  
trait. 

State how each case has been treated a t  home and in school, and how 
you thid it should be. 

Always describe each case with the greatest conciseness and with 
the greatest fidelity to fact. 

Always state age, sex, uatiouality, complexion and temperament. 
Always vr i te  on but one side of your paper. 
Begin every new rase OD a new page. 
Write a t  the head of the first page of each case one or more words 

Send returns to 
desiguatitig the type, as  R dirty child, a precocious child, etc. 

G .  STANLEY HALL, 
or E. w. BOHANNON. 

Clark University, Worcester. Moss.. 
Oct. 17, 1 % ~ .  

Altogether 1,045 cases were described. About 850 of these 
came from Miss Lillie A. Williams, of the New Jeisey State 
Normal School at l’reuton ; about 75 from Pres. Geo. C. Pur- 
ingtoii, of the State Normal School at Farmington, Me. ; a 
like number from Mrs. A. K. Hornbrook, of the Evansville, 
Id., High School, and 35 or 40 from per.ona1 sources and 
friends. Every report bears evidence of sincerity, and prac- 
tically all, of thoughtful, careful preparation. Those from 
Trenton were prepared under the personal supervision of Miss 
Williams, and constituted a part of the regular work of her 
students in psychology. They :we of the very highest value, 
and without them the study could hasdly have been made. 
Grateful acknowledgment is here made to all those who have 
contributed so largely of their time and energy in answering 
the questions of the syllabus. 

Of the whole number of cases reported 613 are girls, and 
432 are boys. Fourteen of the 1,045 reports do not appear 
in some of the percentages to be preseuted later, because 
the number of cases in any of the types which they represeut 
is too small to be of any value in tabulation. Not counting 
this 1.1, and including the group of “Only Children,” 43 types 
are iucluded. The individuals described are of various ages, 
but nearly all are below the period of early manhood or woman- 
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PZCULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDRBN. 5 

hood ; at least the peculiarity is described as it appeared before 
that time. 

The study was suggested by the manifest need for a more 
intimate knowledge of the individual life of children. This 
knowledge depends upon a better nnderstanding of certain bio- 
logical factors. As Maudsley’ has said : “ In the outset I make 
two general assumptions: that a man is what he is at any 
period of life, first, by virtue of the original qualities which 
he has received from his ancestors, and, secondly, by virtue of 
the modifications which have been efkted in his original nature 
by the influence of education and of the conditions of life. 
But what a complex composition of causes and conditions do 
these simple statements import.” 

All children are peculiar and exceptional in some degree. 
Any classification of them is, therefore, in a sense misleading 
and does violence to the inmost nature. The demand for organ- 
ization in accordauce with scientific principles, however valuable 
such organization may be in certain respects, seems only to 
have blinded many to the fact that there is a most vital some- 
thing in every human being that will not yield to classification. 
Yet it would be dangerous to forget for a single moment that 
there are many points of agreement between all individuals. 
Neither aspect of life may be omitted in the consideration of 
the other. The purpose is simply to help to a better under- 
stauding of, and appreciation for, the peculiar and individual in 
the life of the child, that which belongs to one child only and 
distinguishes from other children. I t  is not the purpose to 
determine how far the one or the other of these two lines of 
growth should be emphasized, nor is it the thought that there 
is necessarily a conflict between them. Chief among the diffi- 
culties which are incident, therefore, to such a study, is the fact 
that only a limited numkr of individuals can be studied, and 
that individuality reveals itself but imperfectly to others. 

I t  is possible to present only a very few (and these in the 
most condensed form) of the reported cases of the various types. 
All, however, are taken into account in the tables which appear 
later, The presentation of data will be followed by its statis- 
tical analysis, and such conclusions as seem to be warranted 
therefrom. The statistics relate especially to the relative 
inheritance of advantageous and disadvantageous peculiarities, 
to nationality, and temperament. 

* Maudsley’s Pathology of Mind,” y. 87. 
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6 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

REPORTS ILLUSTRATIVE O F  THE TYPES. 
HEAVY. 

I. M. 15 yrs. old. Light. Phlegmatic. Grew very large aftrr 
13 end is taken to be 20. Good natured, 
easy, and well liked. Associates with men of 20 and 25. Grandparents 
large and sinewy. 
2. M. 12 yrs. old. Weighs 172 pounds. 4 f t .  7 ins. tall in stockin 

feet. Head measured 22 ins., waist 45, and chest 40. Well formed an$ 
enjoys excellent health. Eats as much as twoordinary men. Has high 
standing at school. Is ambitious to  be a big man. Much noticed, but 
does not mind it. Father weighs 215. 
3. M. 5 rs. old. Irish. Weighed 80 lbs. at 4. Noticed so much 

that  his mot ie r  was ashamed to ive his age. Mother large. 
4. F. 8 yrs. old, weighs 100 %s. 4 f t .  tall. Girls often call her 

“ Mutton Chops,” on account of her stoutness. Mother and grand- 
mother quite large. 

5. F. 17 yrs. old. Li ht. As la rgea t  12 as now. Larger a t  14 
than now. More expectes of me at school on account of my size. 
Father had growth early. 
6. F. 16 yrs. old. Dark. Weighed 1 6 0  lbs. Made herself pront- 

inent. Not sensitive. Father very large. Mother small. 
7. F. IX yrs. old. Nervous. Weighed 150 lbs. 5 f t .  7 ins. tall. 

Brothers and sisters often call her “ fatty.” This discourages her and 
frequently causes her t o  go into her room and cry. Mother weighs 
220, and her father and grandfather are of unusual size. 

8. F. 7 yrs. old. Weighed 140 at 5. Children call her  “fatty.” 
This  makes her angry and she has becomed impudent. Mother large. 
9. F. 12 yrs. old. Light. Wei hed 90 pounds at 6. Good natured. 

Called “Baby Jumbo” and “Littye 500 pounds.” Mother, and her 
parents large. 
IG. F. 10 yrs. old. Light. Strong and self-willed. Weighed 1 1 0 .  

Is bri ht and quick. Much noticed. Delights in rough, boyish sports. 
Wouls jump on bare-backed horse, put her arms about its neck, her 
feet against the sides, and sail along the road in  great delight. 

THE TALI.. 

Not clumsy or awkward. 

XI. F. 7 yrs. old. 5 ft. tall. Taken to  be 14 years old. Thiuks 
i t  terrible to be so tall. 

12. F. 13 years old. 5 feet 8 ins. in height. Not allowed to go out 
with familyand kept out of sight as much as possible. Termed a 
“big, lanky thing.” Same treatment a t  school. 
13. F. 15 yrs. old. 5 feet g ins. in  height. Grew rapidly. Tallest 

girl for miles around. Treated 
as older than she was. 

F. 15 yrs. old. 6 f t .  tall. Looked much older. People ask 
he?“ how much longer,” ,‘how much taller,” etc., she is going to 
grow. Parents seem to think she ought to know everything because 
she is large. 
15. M. 10 yrs. old. Unusually tall and large, taken to be 16 or 18. 

Was a coward. Teased. Ancestors large. 

Associates with older girls. Mother tall. 

Every one remarked on her height. 
Parents tall. 

STOUT. 

16. M. 21  yrs old. Weighs 1x5 pounds. About 4 f t .  tall. Con- 

17. F. 13 years old. Weighs 104 pounds. Fair. Happy. Joked 
ceited. Quick-tempered. Teased a grent deal. 

about her stoutness, but does not seem to mind. Father stout. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 7 
18. M. 40 yrs. old. Weigh: 150 pounds. 4 ft. tall. Pointed out 

as curiosity. 
The following table gives the average heights and weights of 

boys and girls, for each year, between the years of eleven and 
twenty, in Seven different countries. These general averages of 
both sexes for the various years may be relied upon as fairly 
approximating the average weight of any individual of normal 

. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  , : ; : : : : : :  * .  . . . . . .  
: . . . . . . . .  

. . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  m m w  2 2 2 2 5 5 ;  . . .  ; ; 
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8 PBCULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

development at corresponding ages, of the different races repre- 
sented. For example, Bowditch’s figures give the normal 
approximately for American children. The table will be help- 
ful in supplying a standard by means of which it is easy to 
determine the amount of deviation from the normal in height 
and weight. 

Perhaps the most significant thing to be observed in the 
reports of the large children-the tall, the heavy, and the 
stout-is their very general association with older childreu to 
escape the undue attention which their size provokes. Quite 
as general also is the custom of dressing them like their asso- 
ciates, “ Was treated according to size and not according to 
age,” I ‘  more was expected of me than of others on account of 
my size,” “had to do all the hard and heavy work,” etc., are 
some of the expressions indicating the treatment. The children 
of this group are therefore made to submit to an unnatural 
environment, one which certainly has the effect of stimulating 
to premature development mentally. I t  seemsquite as reasonable 
to suppose that the apparently greater maturity of large children 
is due quite as much to their treatment as to any natural cause. 
As to general health and mental ability, there appears to be 

good reason to believe that the larger children-excepting 
extremes-are superior to others. But it must not be forgotten 
that there are pathological cases in this group, and that the 
extremely exceptional ones show a marked tendency to a 
pathological condition. The fact that such are extremes should 
be remembered. The tall seem to be more sensitive about their 
peculiarity than do the stout and heavy, while the stout show 
more pathological cases. The result of the treatment which 
this class receives is therefore a too early maturity. While this 
is the result of effort to escape undue attention, it seems that 
it is not very likely to result in a morbid sensitiveness. Other 
qualities found in such children are good nature, evenness of 
temperament, and popularity with others. 

SMALL. 

I .  F. 12 yrs. old. 3% ft. tail. Weight 50 Ncrvoue. 
Light. Weakly and cannot get around very w&?%xcited when 
spoken to. Does not go to school. Treated better than brothers and 
slsters. Father thin and tall, mother short and stout. Grandfather 
weighed 100. 

2. F. 18% yrs. old. 4 ft. tall. Weighe 105. Dutch. Light. 
Phlegmatic. Good-nature2 People said to her and brother on street 
one night : “Say, but your mamma is looking for you ’’ Parents 
small. 

3. F. 22 yrs. old. 2 ft. 9 ins. tall. Looked about 4 years old 
Light. Very ugly. Cannot talk. Brothers and sisters nice looking 
Mother large and father average size. 

4. F.  6yrsold. Fair. Height of three year-old brother. Delicate. 
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PECULIAX AND EXCRPTIONAL CHILDREN. 9 

Petted more than other children. Does not go to school. Parents 
large. 

5. F. 8 yrs old. Looks 3. Spiteful. Children of her age at  school 
think her too small to play with them. 

6. F. 20 yrs. old. 4 ft.  2 ins. tall. Light. Had scarlet fever at 8 
and has grown none since. Face looks old. Tntelligent. Dresses as 
a child. 

7. F. 7 yrs. 8 mos. old. 2% f t .  tall. Light Nervous Size of 
child of 4. Seul to hospital when a year old, because her e es rolled 
back.” Canuot fix her eyes on any special object Has wlat appenrs 
to be small stumps of sixth fingers on hauds just below thumbs. She 
is bright and can walk and talk as well as any one. Has not lived at  
home since a year old. Her mother is nervous and cannot Lwar her. 
A sister of normal size died at  4. Parents avera e size. 

8. F. 5 yrs. old. Could be put in sister’s go11 carria e when 3. 
Was never able to walk, and died at 5 .  Could say but afew words. 
Parents large. 

9. M. 15 yrs. old. Light. Bilious. Grown but 2 ins. in last two 
years. Was so small his mother kept him in dresses until he sas 
g years old. Every one tarns to look at him. Much petted at  school. 
Mother’s side of family small as far as can be traced. 
10. M. 10 yrs. old. Weighs 43 pounds. 3 ft.  10 ins. tall. Dark. 

Disagreeable. Has not grown more than one-half inch in last two 
years. One day when a strong wind was blowing he did not reach 
school until late, because he had to wait until some one found him 
and carried him iu. Parents lar e. 

XI. M. 16 yrs. old. 4 f t .  talf. Light. Good disposition. every 
one used to make fun of him for his smallness. He wonld go home 
and cry aud often nut come out for two or three days. Used to eat all 
+e time to make himself grow. Parents and grandparents average 
size. 
12. M. 12 yrs. old, weight 65. Very short. W a s  irritable, and 

petted at  home. Childreu used to ask him when he WRS “goin to 
grow,” and tell him to take that brick off his head.” Such chilfren 
should be shown more consideration. Not inherited. 
13. M. 34 yrs. old 3 ft. tall. and size of a 4 year-old. 

A brother who died n t  20 was a h o f f i E  same, excepting n man’s 
liead. Parents ordinary size. 

The small, for the same reason that large children associate 
with and are dressed like older children, prefer to be with 
younger children, and are usually dressed to appear younger. 
In more than one instance has it k n  mentioned that young 
women are dressed like young girls. While of the large more 
was expected and demanded, with the small the reverse is true. 
They are treated as children long after they are men and women 
in years. The treatment of the large, according to si7e rather 
than age, led to premature development. Similar treatment of 
the small leads to the opposite result-delayed development. 

The healthier ones of this class show great activity, both of 
body and mind, but there is a very marked increase in the 
number of cases showing degeneration. A great many died 
early, others are “ delicate,” ‘‘ conld not speak,” I ‘  were ugly, 
deformed, or vicious,” and still others were ‘‘ dull, mean, and 
spiteful.’’ I t  is at once evident, on the basis of the cases 

Ancestors ordinary size. 
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1 0  PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDRBN. 

reported, that the small, as a class, are much more strongly 
pathological than the large, the notice and treatment which 
they receive being far more likely to produce morbid tendencies. 

STRONG. 
I. M. 10 years old. Dark. Irritable. Large boys held him in 

r e s r t  for his great strength. Small boys all claim his friendship. 
01 er sister was in subjection, while he was master of the household. 
Was often punished at school for “ picking uarrels.” Would suggest 
use of his strength at  work. Paternal grnnlfather uite strong. 

2. M. 12 yrs. old. Could put 25 pound dumb be i s  over head three 
times with either hand. Could l i f t  195 pounds to hips. Had to do 
heavy work a t  home. Had respect of other boys. Parents and grand- 
parents strong on both sides. 
3. F 13 yrs. old. Dark. Can move pieces of furniture which her 

mother and sister together cannot move. 11, a favorite at  school. Can 
be traced through four generations on father’s side. 

4. F. 18 years old. Fair. Nervous. Raised herself on nnrse’s 
lap at  2 weeks old. Walked at 7 mos. old, and ran at 10. Arms always 
very strong. Was the ruler of her set of girls at  school. Lifted 
coruer of piano upwhile her mother put the leg in. Had a severe 
attack of sciatica at  IS, and has not been strong since. Heroine of 
the school. Grandfather quite strong. 

5 .  F. 14 yrs. old. Can tire out her father in a scuae, and he is a 
large, strong man. Girls at school do not dare to have much fun at 
her expense. 
6. F. 12 yrs. old. Saw her carry a young lady across the room. 
Shows off ” her strength, which has the effect of making her cmrse 

aud unrefined. 

The individuals of this group are frequently the leaders of 
the children with whom they associate. ‘ I  Was respected,” 
“ All the smaller boys claim his protection,” ‘ I  Is not teased,” 
“Favorite,” “ Petted and admired and had first choice.” 
I ‘  Heroine of school,” and “ Girls did not dare have much fun 
at her expense,” are some of the expressions which show the 
nature of the influence. Fighting, harshness, daring, coarse- 
ness and roughness seem to characterize, to a degree, this class. 
They are given more work than others and more is expected of 
them. They seem to receive more punishments than other 
children, and punishments do not seem to have the depressing 
effect that they might on some others. Their wrong doings 
seem to be the result of an extra siipply of energy, and not 
to be premeditated. 

BODILY WRAKNESS. 
I. M. 12 yrs. old. Pale and irritable. W#.ak legs and had to wear 

them in iron braces. Had defect at birth. Walks with crutches. 
Often falls into fits of cryiny and passion, for which teacher scolds 
him. Pupils tease him. Petted at home. Not inlieritd. 

2. F. 5 yrs. old. Spinal weekness. Reen troubled so since birth. 
Has to wear plaster of Paris jacket all the time. If this he taken off 
she has to lie in just that position on the bed. 

3. F. 7 yrs. old. Precociouc. Healthy as a bzby, h u t  as she grew 

Do not think the trait inherited. 

Not inherited. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREK. I1 

older, showedspinal weakness nud is uow bent almost double. Suffered 
a great deal but has never complained. 

The marks of degeneracy to be observed in a milder form 
among the birth-marked and ugly, and more pronounced in the 
deformed, seem to be yet stronger in those having bodily 
weakues. They are both ugly and deformed in addition to 
their special defect. Mental defect is, 
of course, common. Some are cruel. The infrequency of 
inheritance, as a cause. suggests the thought that the greater 
number of such cases are a result of the indiscretions and 
ignorance of parents-especially during the embryonic period. 
The weakness is so great in most cases as to prevent going to 
school, and away from home very often. They are a special 
care most often, and are kept out of sight occasionally. The 
temperamental conditions of such children is apparently very 
bad. 

DEFT. 

Theirs is a pitiable lot. 

I. M. 20 yrs. old. Deft in use of tools, at wood work,and in 
repairing bits of machinery. A t  10 took a Waterbury watch apart and 
put together a ain. When any little article was broken he would say : 
‘‘ never mind, f will fix it.” 

z. M. 10% yrs. old. Generous and good-natured. Made 175 peach 
baskets in 9 hrs., which requires au exceedingly deft hand. Encouraged 
at home and praised by teacher, who receives many tokens of his 
regard. Pupils look up to him. Father and grandfather deft in the 
same way. 

3. F. 14 yrs. old. Light. Phlegmatic. When 5 was ill with 
scarlet fever and lost useof lower limbs for a while. During this 
period she began to fashion doll’s clothes and to sew. Learned to 
crochet and make doll’s hats. Made fancy patterns and her own 
dresses at 13. Consulted in everything 
by schoolmates, who thought her wonderful. Always aided in deco- 
rating for school entertainments. Through mother and great grand- 
mother. 

4. F. IZ yrs. old. Light. Pleasant. Deft with fin ers, and 
crocheted before 5, tidies out of darning cotton. One for granfmother’s 
rocking chair, and one for piano stool. Could play piano well at 6. 
Mnde rapid progress under instruction. Neither arent so. 

5. F. 8 yrs. old. Skilled in crocheting, was 8 u d  of it and could 
make most difficult patterns. Would take her work to school, but 
teacher had her stop it and take exercise as other children did. Not 
iuherited. 

Did not go to school until 14. 

AGILE. 
I. F. 5% yrs. old. Dark. Could dauce all the popular dances at  

2, aiitl turn somersaults forwards and backwards. Could kick higher 
than her head. Once 3 ins. above, and r p l e  made up a purse and 
gave her. er to parties and dances to 
entertain. Much praised. Paternnl Krandmother agile. 

z .  >I. 12 yrs. old. Runner of school and won in all the races. 
Would get him to run at recesses just to see him. Made much of nnd 
looked up to. 

3. M. 16 yrs. old. Light. Run faster, jump farther, and play ball 
better than any of his schoolmates. Could turn hand-spring forward 

People often asked to take 

Does not seem to be inherited. 
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I2 PECULIAK A N D  EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

and backward. Pupils almost worshipped him. Now travels with a 
show as a contortionist and all-round athlete. Parents not noted for 
agility. 

4. F. IJ yrs. old. Dark. Thought nothing of pi t t ing  her hands 
on a fence and vaulting over, dancing clog dances, playing ball, 
turning somersaults, climbing trees, slidin down banisters, etc. Was 
thou h t  wonderful a t  school, especially %y girls. Do not think it 
herd i ta ry  . 

The notice which children of these groups receive is very 
generally that of approval and appreciation, and therefore 
calculated to stimulate. This leads in some instances to ‘I show- 
ing off.” They are “ favored,” “ petted,” “ worshipped,” 
‘‘ appreciated,” ‘‘ looked up to,” “shown more attention,” 
‘‘given more privileges,’’ etc. The agile seem to have the 
better health, while both appear to be rather undersized. I n  
some cases it seems that the deftness is an acquisition dependent 
upon some defect-the individual being left no other choice 
than to follow work which results in such skill. The first are 
more often generous, popular, and fond of play. 

CLUMSY. 
r .  &I. Blonde. When small was continually stubbing my toes and 

fallin . Pel1 dowu stoirs several times. Fell down once going into 
churcg. Once before the senior class. Was always laughed a t ,  both 
a t  school and home. 

2. F. 14 yrs. old. Light. Sure to fall every time she went out. 
Fell over the carriage stepping stone one day. Mother had some small 
duck* aiid chickens in the  yard, aud every time K. went out she WBO 
sure to  kill one bv steppitig ou it. 

3. F. 8 yrs. old. Light. Nervous. Clumsy ever siuce a baby. If 
she has aiiythiu in her hand* she is  sure to drop it. U set everything 
she touched, a n 8  when she was walking looked as if sge were sure to 
fall. Ridiculed at school. Not inherited. 

4. F. 5 years old. Falls over things. Takcs an a e for her to get 
out  of people’s w a x  Mother calls her clumsy a n d g a v e  her that 
name for n while. h i s  made her aliiiost cry. Do not know about 
inheritance. 

But a few case5 of this class are reported. I t  appears from 
these, however, that clumsiness is of two kinds as to origin. 
I t  may be due to excessive inhibition of the accessory move- 
ments and therefore be a form of nervousness. Also it may be 
due to a want of development of the mechanism that fiinctions 
these accessory movements, which is clumsiness as ordinarily 
understood. These are subjected to much uncharitable at- 
tention. 

Grandfather clumsy. 

Neither parent SO. 

BEAUrY. 

I .  F. 4 yrs. old. People stopped to admire. Artist! wanted to 
paint her picture, and neighbors borrowed her to show their company. 
Not inherited. 

2. M. 3 grs. old. People all want to kiss him when his grand 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 13 

mother takes him to church. People often call to see him. Allowed 
to do about as he pleases at home. Inherits from father. 

3. M. 8 yrs. old. Between 2 and 6, people alwa s noticed and 
commented on his beauty. Would talk to him a n z t a k e  him up. 
TeFchers and older pupils flattered and petted him. Made him quite 
vain. Was also lar None other of famil especially good looking. 

4. F. 15 yrs. o l r ’  Fair. Made a grent Jeal of at school and home. 
Said to her aunt one day : “1 don’t want to o out walking an more. 
People stare at me so.” Inherited from fatter. Mother dieg when 
girl was 13. 

5. F. g mos. old. People all look at her. Mother is afraid for 
any one to touch her, can’t find clothes good enough for her, and won’t 
let her cry for a moment. Not inherited. 

6. F. English. Every one noticed her. Mother told she ought 
not to allow her to go out on street alone, as she might be kidnapped. 
Did not know she was good looking. One of eight cliildnn. Parents 
and grandpareuts ood lookin 

7. F. 7 m. 016 Light. %right. Conscious of her beauty, and 
often founcf admihng herself in the mirror. Favorite at school. 
Parents died when she was youn 

8. F. yrs. old. People on t t e  street turned to look at her. When 
she starte8 to school, pupils aud teacher began to pet her and tell her 
she was pretty. She grew vain. This was discouraged at home and 
she is uot now so vain. Both parests good lookin 

9. P. 15 rs. old. Dark. Good disposition. %icture wns ainted 
and erhibiteiat the Art Club, where many stood to aze at it. &acber 
had her sit on front seat so she could see her. %maginative. Not 
known to be inberited. 

10. F. 3 yrs. old. Fair. Germsn. Courageous and inquisitive. 
Beauty can be traced through three generations. 

11. F. 5 yrs. old. Also vain. Once asked her teacher i f  she did 
not think her the prettiest child in her class. Said all her folks were 
handsome, but that she was the most 80. Told me one day she was 
prettier than F. because her eyes were large and brown, while F.’s were 
small. Was told at home that she was not pretty, but ndmired at 
school. 
12. F. 6 yrs. old. Blonde. Noticed on the street. Petted and has 

nicer clothes than the other children. Petted at school. Self-conscious 
and haughty as a result. 

13. F. 7 yrs. old. Received $100 prize at  Colunibinn Expositiop. 
People told her she was pretty. Mother would tell her to look 1x1 
mirror every time she put a clean dress on her. Knew she was pretty 
and was conceited. Her mother and maternal grandmother good 
looking. 

14. F. 4% yrs. old. Also ver orderly and dignified. People all 
turn to look. Parents try to Eeep her ignorant of her beauty. 
Inherited. 

15. F. 7 yrs. old. Every one thought her prett . Allowed to 
do nearlyeverythitrg she wanted to at school. Motcer and grand- 
mother good looking. A l ~ o  two sisters. 
16. F. 7% yrs. old. Much noticed. Treated much better than 

other children. Parents good lookin 
17. F. 7 yrs. old. 13ns nlwa s k e n  taken about a great deal. 

Has ever thing nice and new, w&le her little sinter wears any old 
thing ang is left out. Entirely too much petted. Family are good 
looking. 

18. M. 7 yrs. old. Li ht. Mild. When his aunt took him out 
walking people turned tofook at him. Mother dressed him well and 
gave him more attention than other children. Aunt beautiful. 
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14 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

No other one of the classes studied receives an amount of 
attention so unusual. In no other class is the evil e h t  of 
unusual attention 90 apparent. In very few instances has it 
not been the most obvious cause’in producing vanity, and its 
related qualities, as selfishness, unkindness, haughtiness, pride. 
I t  is little wonder that beautiful children have these traits and 
that they like to show themselves, and to have an unusual share 
of attention as they grow older. I t  is exactly what they have 
been educated to expect. They have been ‘‘ petted,” ‘‘ in- 
dulged,” “ flattered,” “better dressed,” “ always taken out,” 
“ given prizes,” “ given preferences,” until the wonderful 
thing would be that they should hare a natural estimate of 
themselves and of their relations to others. The evil effects of 
their treatment is no doubt counteracted in some measure by 
better health than the average child possesses. Perhaps those 
who are guilty of thus doing such incalculable harm to helpless 
children, excuse themselves upon the ground that it is out of 
good will aad admiration, but none the less it is a great wrong, 
and one which common Sense would do much to correct. 

UGLY. 
I. F. 13 yrs. old. Sallow. Bilious. Disagreeable. Sisters ashamed 

of her and d o  not care to  be seen with her. Classmates shun her and 
call her “l i t t le  Miss Ugly.” Don’t think she would be so disagreeable 
if treated more kindly. Father homely. 
z. F. g yrs. old. Light. Nervous. Ugliest person ever seen. 

Looks like a monkey. Peaked face, turned u p  nose, bulgin eyes, and 
thick lips made to project by her teeth. Petted a t  home an% teased a t  
school. Backnard. Mother the same when her a e. 

3. M. Z I  yrs. old. Light. Mild. Small h e a l  large nose, small 
mouth, chin sloping very rapidly to the neck, and a squeaky voice. 
Far below average. Tormented exceedingly. Parents small, but not 

4. M. Polish-Danish. Dark. Some are afraid of him. Not known 
to be inherited. Parents in Euro e. 

5. M. IZ yrs. old. Looks liEe a monkey. Every one looks a t  
him. Parents very indulgent and 
kind, but seldom take him anywhere. Shunned a t  school by teacher 
and pupils. Is so conscious that  he will not meet any one if he can 
help it. Parents and grandparents fine looking, but a great-grandfather 
uglier than he. 

6. F. So u ly  that  every one turns to look at her. 
Dark and gloomy. Few chilfren will play n-ith her a t  school. Mother 
not quite so ugly. 

7. F. 4 yrs. old. Light. Passionate. Small, flat nose. Ugly mouth, 
always open, showing a n  ugly set of decayed and broken teeth. 
Almond-shaped eyes. People rough and cruel to  her. Mother homely, 
and grandfather especially so. 

8. F. 9 yrs. old. Li h t  and nervous. Horribly ugly. Looks like 
a monkey. Makes one s t iver  to look a t  her. Cross-eyed, near-sighted, 
pu nosed, upper lip long, and projecting teeth ; whipped one moment 
anf‘petted the next. Father good-looking aud mother ugly. 

9. P. X I  yrs. old. Dark. Disagreeable. Every one noticed her. 

ugly * 

Boys jeer at him and chase him. 

10 yrs. old. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCBPTIONAL CHILDREN. I 5  

Children at school mistreated her and teacher punished her for  almost 
nothing. 

10. M. 7 yrs. old. Dark. Obstinate and stubborn. Broad, flat 
face, low forehead, large, straight mouth and thin lips, with dark, 
watery eyes. Parents unkind to and dislike him for his ugliness. 
Either teased or avoided at school. Teacher punishes him for 
stubbornness and he cries because his feelings are hurt. Inherited. 

11. M. 10 yrs. g mos. old. Irish. Uglycharacter. Father divorced 
from mother for cruel treatment. Mother thinks her children faultless. 
Seems to be inherited. 

That disorders of a fundamental kind are behind an ugly 
face more often than a comely one, is suggested by reference 
to the other bodily and mental conditions which are more or 
less characteristic of this class. There are records of divorces 
and disreputable parents, of obstinacy, stubbornness, backward- 
ness, gloominess, mental defect, nervousness, etc. That these 
mental abnormalities might be largely the result of unkind and 
inconsiderate treatment, and that they might be lessened by 
right treatment, is probably true, but that there is a predisposing 
physical basis for them must be admitted. Mere ugliness of 
face does not imply degeneration, but that it is more often found 
among those who are degenerating, or who are already degen- 
erates, seems a fair conclusion. The taunts, stares, and 
indignities in general which the ugly are subjected to, are 
extremely cruel in many cases. They are shunned, even by 
brothers and sisters, and left at home by parents occasionally. 
Indeed they seem, in some instances, to soon prefer the quiet 
of home life. 

DEFORMED. 
I. M. 14 yrs. old. Dark. Phlegmatic. Born an apparently 

healthy child, but it was found at 2 that hecould not walk. Remained 
50 for two years, when he began to walk without touching heels to 
floor. Became somewhat stronger, but limbs remained stiff. Strength 
failed at 13, and now he cannot walk at all. Lasing strength in arms. 
Father humors him, and brothers and sisters have to obey him. Traced 
for three generations. Brother and sister afflicted the same way. 
Sister committed suicide at 18. Father has two sisters with same 
trouble. 

2. M. 18 yrs. old. Born without right hand. Pupils used to ask 
him to do things which they knew he could not do. Had an uncle 
without left hand. 
3. M. 13 yrs. old. Club-foot. Sensitire, and goes among older 

persons because the boys torment him. Has a brother of I I  with 
similar deformity. No other such case ever known in the family. 
4. M. 14 yrs. old. Dark. Good-natured. Had a hand like a 

turtle’s claw, and was called “sna ping turtle John’’ a t  school. 
Always carried hand in 

J. M. IT yrs. old. g h t .  Hunchback, caused by an injury when 
3. Small, only 3% f t .  tall. Pu ils at school sometimes call him ‘‘ old man I ’  and ‘ I  I ’  g u t  he takes it ood naturedly. 

6. Ed. g yrs. elf%%%%. Played with otler children but the 
foot would soon et tired, and he would have to stop. Regarded with 
awe by other chifdren. Not considered hereditary. 

ket. Not Inown to be inherited. 
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I6  PBCULIAR ANI) EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

7. M. 7 is. old. Short leg from birth. Thin, bright aud active. 
USCS good ranguage. Very mischievous and always teasing other 
children. 

8. F. 10 yrs. old. Light. Nervous. One foot shorter than other. 
Mother always complaining about the trouble her sickness causes. 
Brothers and sisters impose on her. -4lIowed extra privileges a t  
school. 

Born with only one leg, and this remained about a foot and 
9 hnlf in  len th ,  though the  foot was normal size. Head, arms, and 
body grew alkright. Was very strong in  arms. Was in  a perfect agony 
if she saw any one or anything suffering. She fully appreciated her 
disability. 

10. F. I I  yrs. old. Born with left hand off at elbow. Petted a t  
home and much liked a t  school. Verygenerous, and choice about her 
food. Likes sweetmeats. Not inherited. 

I 1. F. 7 yrs. old. Right ear is simply a roll of cartilage about one 
inch long and no opening. Bright. Has never one to school on 
account of deafness and fear of being teased. hothing l ike it in 
family. 

The hard lot and degenerative tendencies of the ugly are 
seen in a much more prouounced form in these. I t  is strongly 
suggested that the deformity is but the sign of a rapidly 
degenerating stock, although this is not a necessary inference 
in each case. Some of those reported are of extra-uteral origin. 
They are very commonly afflicted with nervous disorders, are 
delicate and small, and have speech, mental and sense defects. 
They are sensitive, timid, despondent, and sometimes spiteful. 
They are frequently sympathetic and generous. 

There are five that are the only children in families, and one 
is the youngest child. ( I  Duucan has observed that the first, 
and last born, are much more liable to be defective, both 
mentally and physically, than are others.) 

Again, 37 of the 62 of this group are boys, or about three- 
fifths, while two-thirds of the 1,045 cases are girls. Thus boys 
appear to be much more liable to deformity than do girls. I t  
was at first supposed that perhaps this might he due to the easier 
observation of deformities in boys on account of their manner 
of dress, but this seems to have little basis in fact. 

Warner fouud in his studies of London School Children that 
8.27% of the physical anomalies belonged to boys, while 6.78% 
belonged to girls. This is in harmony with the common 
observation that woman is the more cmiservative of the two 
sexes. This phase of heredity will be considered iu relation to 
boys and girls, in another place. An observation of Newsholme2 
is suggestive in this connection. He says. “The males 
outnumber females in still-births, probably owing to the greater 
dificulty in birth. Thns in the ten years 1865-1875, there 

Much spoiled ou account of his deiormity. 

9. F. 

“Sterility in Women.” Duucan. pp. 66 and 67. 
Vital Statistics. p. 61. Newsholmr. 
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PRCIILIAR AND EXCBPTIONAL CHILDREN. 77 

were in France, 144 ; Italy, 140, Belgium, 135 ; Sweden, 133, 
and in Prussia 129, to every 100 female still-births.” It  seem5 
reasonable to SUPPQR then, that not only deformities incident 
to difficulty in delivery, but those which may be due to intra- 
uterine disturbances are much more likely to occur with boys 
than girls. 

It should be observed that 7 of these are of non-American 
parentage. 

The record of their treatment is saddening, and leads one to 
think that deforniity in others is a source of pleasure to many 
at all times, and perhaps to all at some times. They are 
’‘ ridiculed,” ‘‘ stared at,” “ shunned,” “ regarded with awe,” 
I’ left at home by parents,” and very frequently do not go to 
school, and prefer to stay at home in order to escape the unkind 
notice which they receive elsewhere. Probably very few people 
appreciate in any right sense the sufferings of this class of 
unfortunates as a result of the cruel stares and remarks of 
others. It is not at all strange that they are lonely, strange, 
despondent, melancholy, aiid refuse to ‘‘ go out.” 

Yet there is good reason to assume that, in cases which are 
not so much a result of bodily disorder of a too general and 
fundamental character defects have served as stimuli. Perhaps 
every person could name an example of such out of his personal 
acquaintances. Byron, Pope, Aristotle, and many others might 
be named as striking illustrations that all the world knows 
more or less about. Ohversely, there are no doubt few who 
have not known some individuals so unconscious of paius or 
defects, so completely and overwhelmingly satisfied with the 
mere pleasure of existence, that life has had no serious meauing 
for them. 

BIRTHMARKS. 

I. M. 13 yrs. old. Irish. One whole side of face, from forehead 
to chin, a fiery red. People frequently stop him aiid ask if he has 
burned his face. Not inherited. 

2. M. 4 yrs. 9 mos. old. Light. When g mos. old his mother let 
him fall against a hot stove, burning left hand aiid left side of his face, 
so that he now has a very noticeable scar. The third and fourth fingers 
are much shorter and thicker than the others, and he carries them in 
such a position as to prevent them from being seen. 

3. F. 19 yrs old. On left hand and arm a continuous red blotch, 
so conspicuous that she usually wears the hand gloved. Always caused 
comment among 

4. P. 6 yrs. ogPi%ght. A very decided red spot on her left hand 
She foiiod that by rubbiag it, it nlight be made to disappear for an 
instaut, and will sit rubbing it by the hour. Neither parents nor 
grand arents have any such scar 

5. 8. 12 yrs old A sheet of fiery red skin covers one side 
of her face. She always thinks of it when in company, and s ~ y s  she 
does not like to go anywhere on account of it. Not inherited 
6. P. 12 yrs. old. Dark. Nervous and sensitive. Browuisn red 

Dark. 
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IS PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

mark on right cheek which looks like a scar from a scald or burn, 
extends over whole cheek. Often spoken to about it and laughed at 
at school. Not inherited. 

7. F. 10 yrs. old. One side of face a bright red, and the other a 
perfect white. Attracts attention wherever she goes. Do not know 
about the heredity. 

8. F. 14 yrs. old. Has a small triangular piece out of lobe of the 
right ear. Brothers, boy-like, used to 
tease her by saying the angels-liked her so well that they held on to 
her f a s t  enough to rip a piece out of her ear. Not inherited. 

9. P. 12 yrs. old. A large, red mark, on the cheek under the eye. 
Her family never mention it to her, as she is very sensitive about it. 
Some of her schoolmates who notice it for the first time, mention it 
to her, but never ridicule. She is also a whining child. Not inherited. 

10. F. 14 yrs. old. Born with R small lump over right e e. This 
grew until now it is as large as a hen’s eg Until 12 couldr use the 
eye by liftin up the lump. Was a great f8aorite at home. At school, 
strange chidren used to stare at her a great deal, which pained her 
very much. Not inherited. 

11. F. 14 yrs. old. Mark on back of neck. One of the brightest, 
finest girls in school. Girls used to make remarks which she overheard, 
and thoiigh she would not say anything about it, one could see was 
very much pained. Does not go out in company on this account. Not 
inherited. 

The signs of degeneration are not nearly so marked in this 
as in the two preceding groups, viz., deformed and ugly, but they 
are nevertheless not wanting. Speech-defect is reported in four 
instances, while bad health, deformity, and ugliness, are noted in 
others. They are sensitive, whining, morbid, despondent. 
The behavior of others toward them is of the same character 
as that toward the two classes above named, and tends to 
produce similar results. That it should not do so in so 
pronounced degree may be owing to their better average health. 

SESSE KEENNESS AND MENTAL PRECOCITY. 
I. F. 16 yrs. old. Keeu sight. Ever since a little child able to 

see loug distances. Called ueedle eyes by friends. Father’s home on 
a peninsula. Aunts could look across to opposite shore, a long distance, 
and distinguish persons. 
z. I?. 3 yrs. old. Dark and nervous. Keen senseof smell. Could 

tell kind of food cooking, flowers in next room, or if one had been 
eating candy. Peo le tested her wherever she went. 

3. M. 4 yrs. olcf Fair. Sense of smell keen. Can detect d o r s  
that others fail to notice. Could smell onions in the house where they 
had been cooked day before. All laugh at him at home. Mother’s 
sense of smell good. 

4. M. 4 yrs. old. Light. Plump and rosy. Very bright. Good 
memory. Knows a great deal. Can sin sweetly. Very inquisitive. 
Subject of his in uiries is often God. AffSectionate. Pride of family. 

5. M. 7 yrs. 013. Nervous. Eng.-Scotch-Irish. Fair. Precociousand 
beautiful. Ear for music and sang from time he talked. Very neat 
and orderly. Somewhat stubborn and inclined to tease. Not selfish, 
but sober and thoughtful. Active but not boisterous, which may be 
due to the continuous companionship that has existed between him 
and his grandmother from his infancy. He is a little “old man.” 

Subject is a sore one to her. 

Inherited from father for four generations. 
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PECUl.:AR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 19 

Mother is a careless, thoughtless woman, and has left care of boy to 
her mother, who is educated and refined. 

The amount and character of the attention which the children 
of this group receive, is no doubt responsible for much that is 
peculiar in them, but there is reason for assuming that this is 
by no means the important factor. While unusual development 
is reported in not a few cases along some lines, there is ground 
for the inference that more of the cases are abnormal, if not 
pathological, than otherwise. These children are often vain 
and self-important. Quiet surroundings, rather than such as 
stimulate, seem better for them. 

SENSE, MENTAL AND SPEECH DEFECT. 

Good disposition. 
I. F. 13 yrs. old. Fair. Slow in reading and writing. Strong 

and healthy. Can do any kind of house work. 
Has been sent to school many times, but the teacher mould 
always send her home with note saying she could not learn anythiiig. 
Has a bright, kind face. 

2. M. 10 yrs. old. Light. Poor hearing. Often fights with the 
boys because he thinks they are talking about him. School children 
plague and annoy him. 

3. M. 30 yrs. old. Dark. Mentally dull. Can work the most 
difficult problems of mathematics and is well acquainted with sciences. 
On the other hand, does not know enough to put his hat on, comb his 
hair or even to eat. Has to have some one look after himallthe 
time. Is the son of a professor. Not inherited. 

4. F. 14 yrs. old. Speech defect. Delicate. as a child, and has 
never been able to s eak more distinctly than a child of 2. Is obstinate 
and will sit for a wiole day wherever she may happen to be placed. 
Eats heartily, but meals have to be taken to her. Seldom speaks to 
any one. Sent 
to school but learned nothing. Father sometimes whips her, which 
seems to be the cause of her stubborness. 

5. M. 10 yrs. old. American. Florid. Inclined to be phlegmatic. 
Poor hearing. When he came to school at  7 years of age, was next to 
impossible to understand him. Has had the school room drill in 
phonics and can make the vowel sonnds, having improved greatly 
Can now usually pronounce a word by sounding it. Inclined to 
leave out unimportant words in speaking. Mumbles some sort of 
jargon when not ready to answer a question. Reads badly. Has 
learned to watch people's lips and gets familiar commands and remarks 
in that way. Is PO ular among his laymates. Face babyish thou h 
bright. Have triea to have him pace vocal organs so as to mafe 
sounds which he cannot hear welfenough to understand. Father a 
butcher and boy probably eats much meat. Mother cannot hear well. 

The peculiar defects in this group are very often significant 
of general decline. The individuals seem to prefer, in many 
cases, and are usually allowed, the seclusion of home life. 
Many are entirely dependent. All woutd be better off if 
provided with special instruction, and most are in imperative 
need of it. The public school as now conducted is hardly the 
place for such. 

3 

Parents are intelligent. 

Not inherited. 

Will tear her clothes in strips and acts as if insane. 

Family healthy. 
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2 0  PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

NERVOUS. 

I. F. 14 yrs. old. Dark. Aniericari. Also sensitive aud sym- 
pathetic. Least excitement causes great confusion. Harsh words 
affect her dee ly. I n  after life these traits will affect her in nt least 
three ways. the  is so nervous that  she will never be strong and healthy, 
so sensitive that she will never have self-confidence sufficient to make 

while the two combined will make her impulsive and lead tz: many rash things. Teacher does not seem to understand her. 
Kept from excitement and never found fault with at hoiue. Would 
treat such persons with firm kindness and insist on having anything 
begun completed. Caused by physical condition of mother before 
birth of child. 

2. F. 13 yrs. old. Light. American. Learned readily when she 
could apply herself. Slightest noise would cause her to  jump, and 
often to scream. A vivid imagination aud a disposition to over- 
statement. Once i n  telling the  teacher about a quarrel between two 
boys she said they tried to  kill each other with knives. Did not seem 
to mean to misrepresent, but to  believe what she said. Severely 

unished at home, where her surroundings were bud. Parents 
runkards. Mother especially violent. 
3. M. 10 yrs. old. Light. American. Cannot sit still a t  school. 

Especially noticeable in arithmetic. If he fails in his problem the first 
time he  cannot try i t  a second. Seems to  lose all self control at times. 
Although he  can give recitations when alone, it is well nigh impossible 
for him to d o  80 before the school. Has been severely punished in  
school for not keeping still. 

These are characterized in the main by delicate and unstable 
constitutions. They are below, rather than above, the average 
in size, inclining to be slim ; are timid, sensitive, changeable, 
and sometimes said to be untruthful. They are disposed to be 
irritable and annoying, and show a sort of inquisitiveness. border- 
ing upon meddlesomencss. The apparent disregard of truth, and 
the manifestation of a meddlesome spirit, is perhaps due to the 
want of self-control. The actions of such persons lead others 
to make sport at their expense, so that association with others, 
as in the ordinary school life, church and Sunday School, 
and participation in public exercise of any sort, has the effect 
of stimulating the trouble. Much of the pleasure which some 
seem to derive fiom their behavior toward such individuals is 
downright cruelty-is entirely too serious for comedy. 

P 

Should be kept from excitement. 

CLSAN. 
I. M. 6 yrs. old. When quite small, i f  his apron became soiled 

h e  cried until i t  wag changed. Hands and face gave similar trouble. 
As he grew older the  trait was intensified in a spint of painful neatness. 
By actual observation he was once known to stand 20 minutes before 
the mirror brushing his hair. I f  any one placed a hand on his  head, 
he a t  once went to  the mirror and began to brush his hair. Deli- 
cate health and was taught a t  home. Through father and father’s 
mother. 

2. F. 18 yrs. old. Nervous. When small would cry, if clothing 
was soiled, until it was changed. Favorite play was “ wash day ” or  
‘ I  cleaning house.” h‘ever could go past a pump or wash basiu without 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

M
cM

as
te

r 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 0
5:

07
 0

6 
A

pr
il 

20
16

 



PEECULIAR AND ZXCBPTIONAL CHILDREN. 21 

washin my hands. Dirt makes me nervous. Know it is silly, but 
(( cleankness is next to godliness.” Mother a dirt fiend. 

3. M. 6 yrs. old. Orderly and uite nervous. If his hands were 
dirty would cry until they were was&. Clothing mnst be absolutely 
clean. His mother could not wear clothing the least bit soiled, for he 
would scream until she changed it. Did not go toechool. Mother 
much lees 80 than he. 

4. F. 5 yrs. old. Light. Could not endure si h t  of dirt. Wanted 
a clean dress on if there was least speck on her cfothing. Would not 

la and get dirty as other children. Sits quietly and plays with her 
Bolrs. When her little sister came in dirty from makin4 mud pies, 
she would dra her to the wash basin and scrub her face with soap and 
towel until it fairly shone, then comb her hair and get a clean apron 
for her. Parents and grandparents exceedin ly neat. 

5. F. 2% yrs. old. Can’t pass basin ofwater without washing 
hands and fwe. Gets a cloth, soap, and water, and washes furniture. 
Will not use a napkin the least bit soiled, and spoons have to be washed 
about every time she puts them in her mouth. Patents normal. 

DAINTY. 
I. F. 4 yrs. old. Everything must be just so. At meals her 

mother has to get just what she wants. Once saw her refuse a cup of 
cocoa. When she saw others had it she fussed until she had some. 
Has whatever she wants. Neither parent so. 

2. M. g yrs. old. Light. Nervous. Won’t eat vegetables or 
meat unless made to. Won’t eat any kind of pie but pumpkin or 
an kind of cake but chocolate, and says he can’t et enough of these. 
I d e s  fruit, and wishes we could get nothing bat %uit to eat. Some- 
times will eat on1 bread and sugar. Is often scolded or unished for 
his daintiness anzcries, then gets what he wants. Is pare and thin. 
No other of family so. 

- 

3. F. 17 prs. old. Dark. Nervous. Used to be so particular about 
eating that-would not go awa from home for meals. -Would eat only 
those things that were cookdjust so. If they did not look as usnal 
would not touch them. Always had to have my milk strained, so 
there could not possibly be a speck in it. Family never bothered 
much with me. If they had rc ared what I wanted, I ate with them, 
if not, I did not do so. Neither parent 

4. F. 5 yrs. old. Irish. Delicate and sensitive. Very neat and 
orderly, especially about dress and work. Does not join readily in 
ames, but stands aloof in a sort of critical attitude. Is very clean. 

i lowand has good memory Oneof averylarge, poor family, and 
has had to take care of the baby. 

The associated peculiarities most often met with in the clean 
are orderliness, obedience, truthfulness, slowness, nervousness, 
fussiness, daintiness, and a critical spirit. They are not 
unfrequently delicate children, and are often beautiful. Also, 
there are several who are said to be quiet and dignified. They 
are very generally encouraged in the trait, but are restrained in 
extreme manifestations of it, while they are laughed at and 
made much sport of by some. In  more than one case there is 
evidence that the peculiarity has become morbid, as when a 
child washes his hands every few minutes, or refuses to join in 
any games for fear of soiling his shoes, hands, or clothing. 

‘dine treatment right. 
so. 
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22 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

Indeed the suggestion comes to one in looking over the records, 
that there is a pathological basis for many of the cases. 

The dainty agree in the main with the clean as to tempera- 
ment and health, though they are more often said to be delicate, 
feeble, and unhealthy. They are fussy, particular, spoiled, 
fastidious, nervous, complaining, and are pretty generally 
indulged in their moods and whims. 

DIRTY. 
T. M. 5 yrs. old. Never seems so happy as  when in dirt. Will lie 

down and roll in it. Walks 
in muddy road with shoes on. Seems astonished on being told he is 
dirty. Would occupy him with clean plays and get him some clean, 
white sand. 

2. M. 6 yrs. old. Dark. Happy when Sit down in dir t  
and cover himself with i t  completely. Cry if water is brought near 
him. Teacher washed his hands one day. He cried, and a t  recess 
went out in  the street and smeared himself with dirt. Clothing always 
dirty, and hair never combed. Mother not a very clean woman. 

3. M. 6 years old. Also disobedient and untruthful. Never clean. 
Never told t ruth or obeyed. Parentsor teachers could do nothing 
with him, though he had been punished in every conceivable way. 
Sent to Reform School. 

4. M. 5 rs. old. Always objects to being " cleaned up." When he 
finishes mazing mud pies, wipes his hands on clothing. Once after 
beingdressed, went out where the donkey was kept  and smeared 
himself with filth, and came back in great delight. Should be whipped. 
Inherited from mother. 

5. M. 2 yrs. and 7 mos. old. Never seemscontented unless clothing 
and face are thick with dirt. As soon as "dressed u p  'I will go out 
and jump head first into a dir t  heap. Will cry and scream when the 
dir t  is washed off. Is quiet. Mother dresses him and tells him how 
much better he looks than dirty boys. 

Same children seem to have a love for dirt and filth in no 
way developed by surroundings. As for instance when a little 
child, whose parents and associates are noted for cleanliness, 
jumps into a dirt heap or a mud puddle, the moment he has had 
a bath, and a clean dress put on. Or, as when another, with 
similar training, blackens his face with coal dust, and seems 
satisfied. Perhaps other instincts of a more primitive form of 
life refuse to be overcome. Certainly there are many evidences 
of health and vitality in them, although they are disorderly 
and disobedient. 

ORDERLY. 

Eat  dirty grass, pretendingto b e a  horse. 

Do not know that  it is hereditar 

Not inherited. 

Eleven of them are non-American. 

I. F. 19 yrs. old. Fair. Had a great craze for order when a child. 
After playing, always put my playthings in order as before. If playing 
with neighborgirls, always went around and gathered u things before 
a new game, or when through. If we had company, a n t a n y t h i n g  was 
disarranged, it worried me dreadfully and I could not rest until it was 
properly placed again. 

2. F. 5 yrs. old. Dark. Worried if anything ie out of place. 
As soon as she gets up  in  the morning she visits all the rooms to  see if 
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PECULIAR AND BXCEPTIONAI, CHILDREN. 23 

anything is out of order. If she finds anything she cannot rearrange, 
she wants her mother to come at once and attend to it. While visiting 
there, if I left my bureau disordered, I always found it  had been 
straightened up by A. on my return. At  night her toys are put 
carefully away and her dolls tucked awny in their cribs. She says 
nothin when on her ordering expeditions, but hums the same little 
tune alf the time. Her mother orderly. 

3. M. 6 yrs. old. Light. Nervous. Every toy, book, etc., in his 
play-room in its pro er place. One would suppose he never used 
them. Would not aflow his brother to use any of his playthings 
unless he promised beforehand to return it to its proper place. Not 
hereditary. 

4. F. 6 yrs. old. American. Pretty and graceful. Earnest and 
thoughtful. Quite bright in her studies. Nervous, and a slight 
stammering in s Is conscientious, and desires her work to be 
inspected in o x ? &  ahe may know i f  it is right. Makes rapid 
progress in her work. 

OBBDIBNT. 
I .  M. 10 yrs. old. Light. Attractive. Not strong. Has eye 

trouble and wears glasses. Dreads to think he may do wrong, and 
never does what he in  told not to do. Once cutting pictures from 
paper on Sunday, when he remembered i t  was Sunday, it required the 
combined efforts of his mother and grandmother to have him continue. 
Truthful. Good arenta e. 

2. F. 7 yrs. oh. Ligtt. Nervous. German. If her mother tells 
her the weather IS unfit for her to lay out at school, no amount of 
coaxing can induce her to go out. #ever hesitated in her obedience, 
even thou h she disliked it so much that she cried. Great care should 
be taken t%at only just commands be given such a child. From both 
parents. 

3. F. 3 yrs. old. Light. Once had a little friend visitingher who 
wanted everythin she saw. F.'s mother told her to let her have 
them, which she f id  willingly. Is orderly, and always puts away her 
playthings as soon as throu h with them. Mother orderly. 

4. F. 3 yrs. old. Most Aedient child ever saw. Every one notices 
it in her. Once, when the grass was wet between our houses, her 
mother told her to go around by the board walk. Ever after that she 
would come round that way. Do not know about heredity. 

The orderly and obedient might both be described almost 
equally well by either term. The first are clean, slow, patient, 
punctual, sometimes nervous, and truthful. The second seem 
to be, in addition, timid. Both are encouraged by parents and 
teachers and seem to be favorites generally. The orderly are 
inclined to give annoyance by their exacting methods. It 
seems to be true that obedience very often springs from timidity 
and weakness. 

DISOBEDIENT. 
I. M. 10 yrs. old. When told to do a thing, will do the exact 

oppogite. If told not to do it, will usuatly do it. If his mother tells 
him not to go skating, he will surely go. 

2. M. 6 j r s .  old. Also dirty and a liar. Teacher can do nothing 
with him, and parents but little, although they have punished him in 
every conceivable way. Was finally sent to Reform School. 

3. F. 7 yrs old. Beautiful aud praised a great deal on this account, 
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24 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

which makes her disobedient. Will do nothing she is told to do. 
Never corrected. 

4. F. 2% yrs. old. Also dishonest. Broke a doll one day, and 
mother asked her who did it. “ Why, John did it,” she said. Would 
always do o site of what she was told, if possible. Was told one 
day not to g r o w  her grandmother, not to leave the door. In a few 
moments she was a distance up the street. 

DISORDERLY. 
I. M. 21 yrs. old. American. Dark. Sanguine. Always tearing 

his books or breaking something about him. Began book-kee ing, 
but blotted his paper so badly that he had to quit. In returning cgairs 
from hall to church he broke and scarred a number. Worked in a 
quarry, but his carelessness soon resulted in his discharge. Likewise 
in a rubber factory. He is of more than usual ability, and from a 
well-behaved and gentlemanly boy, has de enerated into a coarse, 
profane tough. Was punished and scoldecfat home. Made to do 
work over at school. Mother somewhat so. 

2. M. 10 yrs. old. Dark. Had bad temper. Had no idea of order. 
When playing with blocks, could never get them in order unless I 
watched some one else. Playthings and books always left where last 
used. Could never find anything when wanted. Frequently punished 
and corrected for it, but did no good. Lasted until was about 14. 
Not inhetited. 

3. F. 17 yrs. old. Fair. Sanguine. When Q growing child was 
very disorderly. Clothing always torn, ripped, or buttonless. Was 
con8tantly admonished to do better, but only slowly overcame the 
trait in a partial degree. Was kept in at school and made to put desk 
in order before leaving. 

Disorder and disobedience are closely related. There seems to 
be more than usual energy behind both, especially the disobedi- 
ent, who are occasionally mentioned as beautiful. They receive 
various kinds of punishment, as scolding, whipping, expulsion 
from schools, being sent to reform schools, etc. Very often they 
are dirty, untruthful, destructive, boisterous, of violent tempers, 
and disagreeable generally. Their treatment, as a rule, appears 
not only not to improve them, but to aggravate. 

Mother the same make up. 

TEASING. 
I. M. 12 yrs. old. Dark. Phlegmatic. Continually teasing 

younger children. Delighted when he could get dead snakes or l ive 
W M ~ S  with which to chase children. Had numerous devices for this 
purpose. Has been punished in various ways. Do not know about 
inheritance. 

2. M. 4 yrs. old. Took the lemon squeezer out and put a kitten in 
it. When kitten mewed he laughed. Was left at home one day with his 
randmother, who could not walk. He is not allowed to visit the sugar 

toox, so he said; “Grandma, I am going to get some sugar, I am, 
Look, randma, I am going. Here I go ! I ’ve got some, two handsful ! ) )  

Teasefhis 14 mos. old sister by taking her playthin s Will take 
things from other children and when they cry, he laugts. Has had 
many kinds of punishment. 

3. M. 14 yrs. old. Never more delighted than when teasing some 
one. If could uot find a person to tease would tease dogs, cats, or any 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 25 

animal. Did not do 80 because others disliked it, but because it came 
n’atural for him. 
4. M. 12 yrs old. Teases every one and everything with which he 

comes in contnct. Cannot pas8 a dog or cat on the street without 
throwing or kicking at them. Think no notice should be given him 
when he does these things. 

BUOYANT. 
I. F. 4% yrs. old. Light. Generous. If things do not please 

her she does not show it. If her laymates are not nice she tries to 
make them so by her example. If she dis leases others accidentally 
she tries to turn it off. Has always been paved by all on accouut of 
her pleasing ways. Has always been discriminated against at home 
because she was so easily satisfied. Paternal ancestors so, but maternal 
irritable. 
2. F. 10 yrs. old. Always hap y, never sad. Never knew her to 

bedisappointed or unhappy. If sEe had lanned to go somewhere 
and it rained, she did not care. She could 80 something else. If she 
broke her doll she could have another. Not inherited. 

3. M. 7 yrs. old. Has red hair, which is his greatest delight. 
Good-natured, always happy. Never see a scowl on his face. Almost 
overjoyed when allowed to drive a home, and will talk of it for weeks. 
Other children are always glad to play with him because he is so 
generous in sharing hie playthings. Alwa s running and jumping. 
Can’t keep still. Always first on playgmung. Eve one else may be 
gloomy, but he is smiling and happy. Not inherite2 

4. F. 6 rs, old. American. Fair. Small and rather delicate. 
Cheerfiil a d m a k e s  others so. Sometime inclined to tease. Inclined 
to be careless with her work and slow to take up anything new. 
Sociable and fond of companionship. Teacher never pasaes her desk 
but E. pulls her dress or touches her hand to get her attention, when she 
tells some little joke and nods her head in a very wise little way. 

Buoyancy and teasing are alike in that both seem to originate 
in an abundance of vitality. Children of the former class have 
more of the characteristics of generosity and sympathy, while 
those of the latter are often cruel or nearly so, although very 
generally liked. 

BUFFOONS. 

I. M. 8 yrs. old. Dark. Mischievous aud dirty. Does all sorts 
of thiu s to create merriment. Nothing pleases him better than to be 
laughedat. Children at school encourage him. Seems to be ruining 
him. From father. 

2. F. 14 yrs. old. Dark. Did all sorts of things to make US laugh. 
Was the clown at school. Rolled her eyeballs so as to show only the 
whites, stuck pins in her fingers, arranged her hair in some curious 
fashiou, looked cross-e ed, stretched her mouth in funny shapes, 
moved her ears, and sai ia l l  kinds of amusing things. Much admired 
at school. Not inherited. 
3. M. 13 yrs. old. Always doing somethin in school to cause the 

children to laugh. Tore the window sill wit% his teeth and hurt 
himself in such an attempt. If ke t in to write words and some of 
them happened to be long, he WOU& write some ehort word, as at, to 
see the teacher lau h, although he were kept twice as long: 

4. M. 6 yrs. old. Light. Cheerful. Will put things on hie head 
or ears and walk about in some ridiculous fashion simply to see 
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26 PECULIAR AND BXCEPl‘IONAT. CHILDREN. 

. School chiiciren laugh at him and this encourages him. 
people s usually laugh not noticed at home. Mother lively. 

The b t i h n s  are likewise characterized by an exuberance of 
spirits. They are healthy, dirty, generous in a way, and easy- 
going. The attention which they win from others is generally 
that of approval, and appears to satisfy a desire for applause or 
commendation. The grimaces and unnatural gestures perhaps 
satisfy an interest in the morbid which is akin to that shown 
in the deformed and ugly. 

CRUEL. 
I .  M. 16 yrs. old. 5 f t .  4 ins. tall. Irish-Swede. Stiff brownhair 

r w i n g  down over forehead, which is narrow and rapidly retresting. 

would smash dishes or anything about him, if angry. Once when l eg  
at home tied a stone about neck of mother‘s cat and threw it in the 
river. About 8 he took mother’s molasses jug and poured contents all 
over carpet of sitting room. Nothing could be done with him at school. 
Loaded a stick with powder and put it in the schoolroom stove 
unobserved, Was expelled from school. 
Later tried to drown younger brother. Now at Reform School. Mother 
used most brutal punishment. Once saw her s ank her 10 mos. old 
baby because it would not sit in its chair whiE she did her work. 
Father a hard-working, industrious mechanic. 

2. Ms. 8 and g years old. Dark. American. Strong and healthy, 
but make little or no pro ress in books. Heard their father say that 
two pups, about one wee& old, needed to be killed. When he was 
away they took them to a block and with an axe cut off the head of 
one, cut another open lengthwise, and a third crosswise, through the 
stomach. Are allowed to visit the slau hter houses. Not corrected 
often, but severely, as father does it w%en drinking. The trait can 
be traced two generations throu h him. 

3. M. 10 yrs. old. Continuafly torturing birds by picking out their 
eyes. His cat had four kittens which his mother wished to do away 
with. He partially drowned them and then put them into a hole and 
chopped them into small pieces with a spade. 

4. M. 9 yrs. old. Bilious. Mopish, sly, and underhanded. When 
he was about 5, saw him stick a pin in a fly and watched its agonies as 
it walked away. Has cut off cats’ tails inch by inch, cut off the toes 
of chickens, ut out the eyes of birds, cut off the legs of frogs and 
broken bills o? chickens. Cruel to younger children at bchool, and was 
expelled. Was pleaded with and whipped, but did no good. Finally 
sent to Reform School. Father was a butcher, but not cruel. Nothing 
else like it in family. 

5. F. 6 yrs. old. Picked up a little chicken and wrung off its head, 
then broke its legs. Delights to be “iriother,” when playing with 
children, so she can beat them. Reprimanded at home for it. Father 
a drunkard. 

6. F. 6yrs. old. Swede-Irish. Deli hts to see crueltydone. Once 
got out among some small chickens an8 was making short work of 
them; when stopped, she was very angry and wanted to go bark and 
kill the remainder of the “little hirds.” Punishes dogs and cats in 
any wav she can. Father has been in a state’s prison and lunatic 
asylum.- Mother a rough character and much disliked by neighbors. 

mall face, always wearing a dogged, sullen look. When quite youn 

Blew out sides of the stove. 

Not inherited. 

Cruelty appears to originate in the exercise of power over 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 27 

weaker living things. More is shown toward children than 
grown persons, more to small and young animals, aud perhaps 
relatively most to insects. Teasing is an allied trait. The 
presence of physical and mental defects might suggest a savage 
sort of revenge against all living things as the cause in some 
instances. Some of the cases are clearly the result of seeing 
the slaughter of animals. Perhaps some are the direct result 
of punishment, for there is a record of physical punishment in 
most cases, and in not a few of a brutal sort. 

It is well to note that of the 22 cases, 7 are of foreign parentage, 
four of these being children by intermariage between different 
nationalities. One a French-English, one French-Indian, and 
two SwedeIrish. The presence of such pronounced cruelty 
in very young children, as is mentioned in some of the reports. 
would lead one to infer that it is the result of remote ancestral 
influence. Many, if not all of the children described, are unfit 
for association with others. 

SELFISH. 
I. M. 11 yrs. old. Light. Would never divide w-ith his playmates 

or take his turn at being I '  it ' I  i n  '' hide-and-go-seek," but always 
ready for gain. Ver much disliked on this account by other boys. 
Seems to be inherite1 from parents and grandfather. 

2. F. 9% yrs. old. Nervous. Her mother told her one day, when 
she had some candy, to give her friends a part. She would not, and 
said they could get some from somebody else. She is a great talker, 
very inquisitive, and much spoiled. 
3. F. 13 yrs. old. hight. Mort selfish and gluttonous child ever 

seen. A t  table she always insists on havin just what she wants, and 
before any one else. Several times when stfe had candy iven her, she 
ran up stairs and hid it where none but herself could fin$ it. Pareuts 
never correct her. Not inherited. 

4. F. 10 yrs. old. Fair. Extremely disagreeable. Seems to think 
of no one but herself. Always wants the best and largest share of 
goodies. Would cheat in laying with other children, rather than let 
another win. Never gave f e r  playmates anythin . Would do nothin 
she thought might please any one else. Always tffought people shoul8 
do whatever she asked them, and at once. Did not make many friends. 
Inherited from father. 

5. F. 3 yrs. old. Will not let other children have her playthings 
or taste her cakes and candies. Whenever her parents go out she must 
go also, no matter what is said. Everything she does shows selfishness. 
Parents never think of correcting her. Is not inherited. 

They 
are sometimes gluttonous, loquacious, ' untruthful, spoiled or 
indulged. They often cheat to satisfy selfish desires. They 
do not join so actively in the plays of others, nor are they very 
much liked by other children. Selfishness is one of the most 
striking traits of the only children in families. While it is no 
doubt stimulated by surroundings, in many cases, there is abun- 
dant evidence that health has quite as much to do with it. 

The selfish are ofteii mentioned among the cruel. 
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28 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

GENBROUS. 

I. M. 15 yrs. old. Has many had traits. Had $10 with which to 
buy himself toys at Christmas. As he started into the store he met 
two ragged boys and gave them his money, going home without the 
toys. Favorite with other boys. Parents are generous. 

2. M. 59’ yrs. old. Saw a little girl crying for money to buy a 
doll with. $old her to stop, went in the house and got some money 
from his bank and gave her. Gave his mother’s wrap to a p o t  lady. 
Imposed on on account of his generosity. Liked by eve one. Called 
‘‘ Genny George.” Can be traced three generations bacz. 

3. F. 5 yrs. old Light. Active. So generous that she often tries 
my temper. Would insist on giving me things whether I wanted 
them or not. Never dare to let her wear anything valuable awa from 
home, for she one day gave awa her gold chain and diamond Pocket. 
Punished for her extreme manirestations of it. Father generous. 

4. F. 11 rs. old. Dark, When playin , is the first to give up 
her toys to d o s e  who want them. Earned $5 one summer, and gave 
it to her mother to buy something for her, her father and brother, but 
said nothing about herself. Has more consideration thanother children. 
Parents generous. 

5. F. 15 yrs. old. American. Light and good looking. Good 
health and inclined to be fleshy. Always laughing and merry. Gives 
one a restful feeling to be in  her presence. Willing to work, and 
assumefi household cares in mother’s absence, although she has two 
older sisters, who impose on her because of her good nature. Will 
lend any of her possessions. Somewhat careless, and a good humored 
tease. Did not worry much at being reproved. From mother. 

SYMPATHY. 

I. F. 17 yrs. old. One day brought a snake into the house to warm. 
Her brother was going to kill it, but she cried fio hard that he did not 
do it. Always picking up bugs and such things, to keep them from 
being hurt. From father. 

2. F. g yrs. old. Light. Nervous. Sensitive. Her sympathy is 
almost physical. If you say you have a headache, she immediately 
has one also. If you are sad or merry, she is the same. If she sees 
team she will cry. She easily detects illness in your face, and 
strai htway is ill herself. Illness of others kept from her as much as 
posshe at home. Taken ndvnntageof at school. Do not know about 
inheritance. 

3. F. 19 yrs. old. Could not bear to see animals suffer. Nearly 
broke my heart. Easier to see persons suffer, for they can tell of their 
troubles. Once saw a blind organ rinder who stood on the street corner 
from day to day, holding a little tog in his arms in a cramped 
Watched it for awhile and burst into tears, never thinking of t r g z i  
infirmity or affliction. Mother sa. 

4. F. 10 yrs. old. Light. Could not bear to see any one suffer or 
scolded. Would cry hardpr than those she saw punished. Once when 
her sister was slightly reprimnnded at school, she cried iintil almost 
hysterical. Was laughed at and called ‘‘ cry baby.” From mother 
and he r  father. 

5. M. 17 yrs. old. Strong sympathy for animals. If I saw anything 
suffering, I seemed to experience the same suffering. Once father 
sold a cow to butcher. Cried so hard, had to be told she would come 
back. 

Generosity and sympathy are nearly always found in the 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 29 

same individual. The first named appears to be the active side 
of the latter. It is faintly suggested that delicate and impaired 
constitutions are especially predisposed to be generous and 
sympathetic. Both classes are very general favorites, and their 
company is much sought after by other children, who easily 
and frequently impose on them. These feelings are quite as 
often manifested toward animals as toward human beings. 
It is very strongly suggested by some of the cases that sympathy 
is developed in not a few persons by some painful defect. 

IMAGINATION. 

I. M. 8 yrs. old. Ambitious. Will talk for hours about his farm 
out west. Every cow, horse, or P g  he sees is corn red with those on 
his farm. Would say: ‘‘ I wou d not have such R r s e s  on m farm 
in Minneshota.” Would tell how his agent, “John Bat,” had slipped 
a car load of animals east, and he was expect? them every day. If 
asked why they had not arrived, would say &hn” had come east 
and sold them. Wrote many letters to him concerning the care of 
the farm, One day he called to a stranger driving by: “Stop a 
minute, John! When told not to do so, he said : I ‘  I know who 
that is ; it is my man John Bat.” Not inherited. 

2. M. yrs. old. Dark. Happy. Said one day: “My papa is 
makin ciaer and letsme drink it when first made, before it gets sour.” 
His f a s e r  was at the time ill in bed and never had made any cider. 
He said also another time : ‘‘ Once when I was a baby I walked down 
to grandma’s all by myself, and I could talk to her, too, and nobody 
teached me how.” His grandmother lives in a town 5 miles away. 
Parents try to prevent his saying such things. Not inherited. 

3. M. 20yrs. old. When a little boy used to take horse-cheetnuts, 
and calling them cows and chickens, would play with them for hours. 
Had an imaginary companion with me all the time. Before doin 
anything always asked this companion and gave answer myself 
Talked aloud all the time. Parents unimaginative. 

4. F. 2 yrs. old. Playing alone said: “You curl my bair, I’ll 
curl ours.” Then in a few minutes : ‘ I  I curled your hair nice, but 
you Jid n’t curl mine nice.” Asks questions, and answers them in a 
changed voice. Playmates like her. Not inherited. 

Imaginativeness characterizes many of the “only child ” group 
and others who, for any reason, have not had companions of 
their own age. Such children resort to imaginary companion- 
ship. Burnt matches, horse chestnuts, dolls, or changed tone of 
voice serve to supply the companions. Not a few seem to 
indulge the power out of a desire for an enlarged personality, 
and become deceivers, if not liars. 

LYING. 
I. M. 6 yrs. old. Thinks a great deal of animals and guns. His 

father bought him a toy gun when he was about 4. He went out to a 
creek near the house, and when he came in, told his mother he had 
killed a rabbit out in the creek. Upon being told he must not tell 
such dreadful things, he replied : “ Well, I saw somethin in the creek 
that looked like rabbits. I think they were rocks.” Interited from 
father. 
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30 PECLJIJAK AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

2. F. 7 yrs. old. Seemed a second nature. Lied when the t ruth 
would have answered better. War, punished 
both a t  home and in  school, and finally broken of the habit. 

3. F. 7 yrs. old. Li ht. Everything she tells is a lie. Nobody 
believes anythin6 she t e k .  I f  she hears any one tell anything, she 
tells something like it. Punished, but  does not seem t o  d o  any good. 
Neither parent so. 

4. M. 10 rs. old. American. Light. Tells his stories as i f  they 
were facts. qender-hearted and conscience stricken when talked to 
about it. Have known him to take money several times, and once to 
take 10 cents from his teacher, who suspected him and induced him to 
confess. Teacher has stopped him through fear of punishment, but  
he still lies to the boys away from school. Traced to arente. 

5 .  F. 7 yrs. old. Think it due to  ignorance. TolB the girls there 
was a snake down in the wheat field and that  it ate all the wheat off. 
When she talks so at school the girls say : “Now E. come off. Don’t 
tell us so many of those fairy tales. We have heard enough of them.” 
Not inherited. 

Lying seems to be nearly related to imaginativeness. Also 
it no doubt comes in some instances from a lack of self-command 
and self-assertion, while in perhaps the greater number of cases 
it is a result of imitation and a sort of personal interest. Its 
connection with, and dependence upon, the imagination in early 
life is quite evident. I t  seems to be a sort of exercise 
for the rapidly enlarging personality. Disorder, disobedience, 
bad temper, stealing, and bad health are other associated traits. 

ILL-TBMPERED. 

Seems to prefer the lie. 

I. F. 10 yrs. old. Fair. Been so from n baby. Would scream 
until noticed and taken up. When crossed she would throw herself 
on the  floor and scream aud kick for minutes at n time. Whip d 
frequently. Finally found that  the best thing to d o  was to leave E r  
alone in these spells until she gets over them alone. Much improved. 

2. F. 10% yrs. old. Screams and fights. Scarcely a day without 
some show of it. Father teased her to have her show her “spunk.” 
Boys teased her a t  school. Father and mother are quick, but never 
lose coiitrol. 

3. M. 16 yrs. old. Ever since babyhood has had fits of gloom and 
ill-temper, usually occurring about time of each ful l  moon. Violent 
at such times. When quite young would beat his head on the  floor in  
anger, and even now he seems to  lose entire control of himself, venting 
his anger on friend and foe alike. His mother says that  as he grows 
older these spontaneous outbreaks are less frequent and violent. At 
other times he is well disposed. Last August, at usual time, he was 
sullen and troublesome, any communication with others invariably 
ending in a quarrel. I asked him what the trouble was. H e  said he 
was angry with every one. n‘hen these attacks make their appearance 
he is left alone. 

4. I?. 5 yrs. old. American. Pretty. Fair. Delicate and has 
taken a good deal of medicine. Once, wheu calling with mother, 
threw a glass tumbler through a window in a fit of passion. When 
sick would dash away meclicine in a fury. Once, when visiting, said 
in  emphatic toile there wa5 nothiiig un table she wanted. Tyrant of 
home aud indulged. Mothcr ofteu $a\ 3. “ W‘hy, L--, rnamriia is SO 
sorry. Can’t she do something fot ybu:”’ etc., and gets iu return, 

Do not consider it hereditary. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIOKAI. CHILDREN. 31 

“Shut your mouth.” Two brothers like her. Mother fussy and 
over-particular. When the girl entered school she proved to be bright 
and, contrary to expectation, showed a better disposition. 

Peevishness, untruthfulness, discontent, nervousness, delicate 
health, so common in this group, suggest a sort of constitutional 
instability, a want of proper balance and self-control, as the 
basis of bad tempers. It is not necessary to infer the absence 
of energy and vitality, but it seems right to suppose a bad 
combination. The ordinary school and social life of children 
appears to stimulate the trait, and it is strongly suggested that 
a quiet, eveit, sympathetic, though firm and uniform mode of 
treatment, is best. 

SILRNT. 
I. F. 13 yrs. old. Sallow. Bilious. Never spoke unless ques- 

tioned. Would sit for hours thus. Would play with other children 
and let them do all the talking. Allowed to remain silent at home and 
not troubled at play to any great extent. Such children should be 
questioned more, given more self-confidence, as i t  is often these who 
have really interesting thoughts. 

8.  old. Light. Never ilayed very much and usutrlly 
preferred to with older rmns. W en they talked she would kee 
very quiet and listen. Mot%eer often ur ed her to go out and play wit& 
other children. I f  rhe had been allowed to go more with other children 
when younger, think she would not be so quiet. Inherited to a 
degree. 

3. F. 7 yrs. old. Bashful and dignified. Seldom talks, especially 
when among stran ers. 

4. M. yrs. ofd. Coves to sit by himself and talk to no one. 
Speaks onyy when spoken to. When his brother, who is the very 
o posite, goes out to play, 0. remains iu the house. Never soils his 
&thing. Has a sister about 4 years old who seems to have rheumatism 
in one of her feet and cannot walk. 

5. F. 3 yrs. old. When we played together I did all the talking. 
Sometimes she would leave her expensive playthings end play with 
burnt matches for hours. Sometimes sit down in a cosy corner and 
remain uiet for hours. What she did say was unusual. Seemed to 
live wit%in herself. As she grows older, talks more and seems to 
regret her quiet way. A 
general favorite. Father a quiet man. 

2. F. 10 

Always allowed to talk when she chose. 

DIGNIFIED. 
I. F. 7 yrs. old. Cooks like a little woman as she walks along 

the street. Does not seem to play with other children. Enjoys com- 
pany of older children. 

2. F. yrs. old. Fair. Phlegmatic. Does not care to play with 
other chidren, does not care for their games, and will not romp. Will 
yla in a dignified way with dolls and toys. Will come into the parlor 
andlshake hands with her mother’s callers and talk to them in a 
womanly wa . No one thinks of treating her as other children. 
Parents pet i e r  and think traitan excellent one. Such dignit is 
unnatural, and she should be taught to romp and play as other c h i d e n  
do. Not inherited. 

3. M. 14 yrs. old. Li ht. Phlegmatic. Never mingles with school 
children. Sat in seat antread during recesses. Conversation was that 
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32 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

of a nian of 25. Teacher one 
day asked him if he would take drawing. ‘‘ I have no 
talent in that direction and prefer devotin? myself to reading.” Carried 
himself erect on the street, and always lifted his hat deferentially to 
elders. Carried a cane everywhere but to school. Shoes always 

When a book of children’s stories was iven him 
ge said : s 1  Do they think I am a boy? Just as i f  I wantetf to read 
such nonsense. I would much rather have had Stanley’s in Darkest 
Africa?” Father died when he was four, and mother always called 
him her “little man.” Was the only son and always accompanied 
his mother and sisters when they went out. Children look up to 
him at school. Strange to say, is not conceited and is obedient. 

The silent and dignified are allied groups. The terms might be 
interchanged and be equally expressive. The silent are usually 
considered as dignified, and the dignified are usually silent. 
They are also equally likely to be clean, neat, Grderly, obedient. 
particular, timid. Indeed it seems that timidity is very frequently 
assumed to be dignity. The general condition is not far from 
pathological, and it appears that both traits are very likely to have 
such an origin. The dignified, especially, are subjected to a 
good deal of teasing, but receive a good deal of petting and 
encouragement at home. Both kinds prefer the company of 
older persoas, and thus, like the large, are sure to grow old in 
ways prematurely. I t  is unfortunate that this trait should receive 
the encouragement of older persons. They will not engage in 
lively games, involving running, scrambling, or loud talking. 

FRANK. 

Preferred company of older people. 
He replied : 

olished and clean. 

I. F. 17 yrs. old. Dark. Cannot keep a secret. If the girls asked 
me to keep a secret, I would say : ‘‘ Yes, but I must tell mamma.” I 
would tell her and everybody else’s mamma before I knew it. Hurts 
me to keep a secret yet. Seems like a,burden on me and I don’t feel 
relieved until I have told some one. If it is good I want some one to 
share it. If bad I want some one to console with. Am never told any- 
thing at home except what all should know, which is perhaps right, 
althou h it sometimes hurts. Mother can’t keep a secret. 

2. lf 3 yrs. old. Fair. Once while at her grandmother’s, her aunt 
had B gentleman caller. On this, as on other occasions, H. found her 
way into the parlor in spite of efforts to prevent, and was soon seated 
on the gentleman’s lap. He asked her how long she was going to 
remain at her grandmother’s. She said that her grandmother was 
making her a black petticoat and that as soon as that was finished she 
wasgoing home. Once on being asked if she were not a nice little 
girl, she replied: “Yes, I an1 acting like a persect little lady, cause 
mamma told me to.” Do not know that it is inherited. 

LQQUACIOUS. 
I. 12% years old. Dark. German. Talks to any one who will 

listen, and when he has no listeners, talks to himself. Is bright, and 
says he wants to learn Latin, Greek and German, and become professor 
of elocution in some college. Regarded as an annoyance by teachers. 
who give him no attention unless compelled to do so. Pupils regard 
him as a brainless chatterbox. Parents pet him and consider his 
talking a inark of high intelligence. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 33 

2. F. 4 yrs. old. Fair. Good disposition. Talked continually. 
Would talk to any one near, and if no one was about, she would get her 
doll and talk to that, or perha s a cat, or a picture, and if not to them, 
then to herself. She often sits !y the window, watching the passers-by, 
and talks to  them, although there is no possibility of their hearing her. 
Neither parent unusually talkative. 

3. Y. 5 yrs. old. Li ht. Talks all the time. When playiii 
alone talks to himself as t%ough he had some one with him. Offere8 
him 10 cents once to stop talking 5 minutes, but he could not do it. 
Teased about it. Mother a great talker. 

4. F. 7 yrs. old. Also witty. Told everythin she knew to any 
who would listen. One of 
her mother’s friends brought a piece of goods to be made into a dress 
for the child, saying it was left from her wrap er. L. was cautioned 
not to tell this. On wearing this dress for the [rst time, she told her 
mother that some little irls had admired it very much. When her 
mother asked her if she%ad told about the wrapper, she replied, with 
downcast eyes : “I tell everything I know, don’t I ? ” Father same 
way. 

She simply must tell all s%e knew. 

INQUISITNE. 
I. M. 12 ym. old. Dark. Bright. Mania was to find out how things 

were made, and he was constantly tearin things to pieces and peerin 
into everything with a cover. When he Rears any one talking he wifi 
a t  once listen and then be ‘n to question. Something of a sneak in 
his manner of ryin into g i n  a. Once looked over a medicine chest, 
and to satisfy Zimseff, tasted of the contents of all the bottles. Do not 
know that it is inherited. 

2. F. 10 yrs. old. Fair. Asks all manner of questions. These 
usually relate to the person to whom she is talking. She said : “Aint 
those nice shoes ? How much did you pay for them ? I ask a good man 
r t i o n s ,  don’t I ? Does not wait for her questions to be answered: 

hines also. 
3. F. 8 yrs. old. Light. Nervous. Was continually asking 

questions about what she saw, wherever she went. Her object seemed to 
be merely to pry into things. Do not know that she inherits it. 

4. Y. yrs old. Light. American. Asked a great many questions 
and wantea to look on the inside of everything. Would sit on the 
floor for a long time, watching the clock. Some one told him there 
was a little iron man inside it. One day when his mother was out he 
took down the clock and was fast makine; his way into the home of the 
little iron man. Parents have always tried to answer his questions. 
They are fine, educated people. 

The frank, loquacious, and inquisitive seem to agree iu the 
matter of defective self-control and want of power of inhibition. 
Weakness rather than strength is suggested in that respect a t  
least. The frank tend to become tattlers, while the loquacious 
are often nervous, restless, conceited, forward, spoiled, and 
anxious to be noticed. The inquisitive are too often merely 
curious. 

COURAGE. 
I. M. Light. Never afraid of anything. Thoughtful anacareful. 

When four years old went with his father and some neighbors to rescue 
a cow from the mire. About XI o’clock at night he grew tired and 
started home. There were no houses along the way, which was, for 
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34 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

quite a distance, a causeway with water on both sides, and led ovei a 
bridge, and by some woods. 
house, but liewould not. Was never frightened by stories and t i t i i t ?  
From mother. 

2. F. 6 yrs. old. German. Dark. Happy. Not afraid of anything. 
Will go into any place a t  any time of ni ht. Once bitten quite severely 
by a savage dog. Next day she s l ippe tout  of the house and began to 
torment the  same dog. 

3. F. 8 yrs. old. Norwegian. Will go to  bed in  any room, no 
matter how dark. Her mother never allowed her to be told any ghost 
stories or to  hear of hell, hence she knows of no fear. 
4. F. 4 yrs. old. Fair. Fiery temper. Coura e and timidit 

Has no fear of animals, such ae cows, horses, and fogs. Will wark 
between their legs. Not afraid of thunder or darkness. Yet from 
babyhood would be thrown into a fit of screaming by A feather, or a n y  
rasping noise-as a toy squeaker. Cannot be overcome by examination, 
of course, as she won’t go near the object. Normal in other respects. 
Additional age and reason needed to cure it. 

The courageous are usually healthy and strong, both mentally 
aud physically. They are very often quiet and reserved in 
disposition. as well as obedient and generous. They are natural 
leaders and therefore respected. In two cases it is stated that 
ghost, or other such, stories were never told them. 

A neighbor tried to have him sto 

Not hereditary. 

TIMID. 
I. M. 5 yrs. old. Fair. Nervous. Exceptioually timid until 3. 

Was afraid to  stay on the  porch while mother was in  the house, or in a 
room aloue while mother was in an adjoining room. Afraid of strangers 
and various animals. Parents carefully guarded a ainst his  being 
left alone and frightened in any way, and he graduafly overcame h is  
timidity. Caused by nervousness brought on from measles. 

2. M. 6yrs. old. Americau. Light. Very bright and well formed.. 
Afraid of toads. If he, while playing in  the yard, happens to see one, 
seems unable to  move and cries for his mother. Although quite a large 
boy now, he is still afraid of them. Do not know what gave him this 
fear and mother says she does not. She has used it to make him come 
in the house. 

3. F. Scotch-Irish. Not afraid of thunder or lightning, nor of any 
animal except the horse. Always afraid of strangers, especially men 
and boys, When she started to  school she went with her older sister 
and did as she did. Finally she got well enough acquainted t o d o  very 
well, but whenever straugers came in she would run to her sister. 
Recites much better alone than iu the  class. Things that  call her into 
notice are the hardest for her. 

It is doubtless true 
that it can be induced by surroundings, and such cases are 
reported, but environment produces its effect much more readily 
on those who are physically predisposed. Signs of this 
predisposition are nervousness, weakness, and bad health getier- 
ally. There are cases of survival from ancestral influences. 
Very often the fear has been made use of to secure the enforce- 
ment of commands, a practice as dangerous as it is savage and 
cruel. 

Do not know about the cause. 

Timidity evidently has a physical basis. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 35 

WHINING. 
I. F. 7 rs. old. Was a delicate, thin child and always whining. 

Said she dignot have as nice [laythings as other children and was 
always treated worse thau ot ers. Once when she and her little 
cousin were at her grandmother’s she imagined that she did not 
receive the proper attention and said: “ I am going to cry, grandma,” 
and burst out in a sob. She kept on in a mournfnl whine until shown 
all the attention. Treated better than brothers and sisters. 

A very limited number of these are mentioned, and but one 
that is typical. From these, one would infer bad health as a 
cause. In one case the statement is made that the peculiarity 
is due to conduct of mother before birth. One is the youngest 
child. Petting is perhaps common at home. They are not 
favorites with others. 

SPOILED. 
I. M. 14 yrs. old. Has a bright face and always receives marked 

attention from strangers. Teachers and others were always quotin 
his bright sayings. As he grew older he began to shirk his work and 
grew indolent. Seems to have no ambition. Seems to be father’s pet, 
and brothers and sisters have to do his work. Exact counterpart of 
his ambitionless father. 

z .  M. 8 yra. old. Entirely spoiled. Will not go to school unless 
he has such and such a thin . Will not lay unless his sister lays 
with him. Has to be coaxed to do everytging. Petted very muck 

3. M. 7 years old. Has 80 many toys that they now have no charm 
for him. If he says his 
little sister is or is not to do a thing, she must or must not. Aim of 
his parents is to gratify his every wish. Neither of them so. 

The spoiled are the ‘‘ only child ” in six instances, the “only 
boy” in one instance, and the “ only girl ” in one. Thus, aside 
from the influences which may lead to spoiling after birth, there 
seems to be a cause at work before birth. They are beautiful, 
selfish, grumbling, lazy. All are humored and indulged to 
some extent, while most are to a degree that is suggestive of 
great ignorance of parents as to sensible treatment of children. 
They do not get along well with other children and prefer not 
to be with them. 

GLUTTONOUS. 

Must have a thing the moment he asks for it. 

The aversion seems to be mutual. 

I. M. 3 yrs. old. Never has enough. Will eat ns long as there is 
anything to he had. Father in large, and a large eater, so the boy 
probably inherits. 

2. M. 10 yrs. old. Dark. Would always eat something of every- 
thing on the table. Eats very fast, swallowing his food almost 
whole, yet is the first one to the table and the last to leave it, i f  possible. 
Can’t place anything before him which he does not like. He seems to 
be hungry all the time and will be asking for more inside of an hour 
after meal times. Seems unable to control his appetite. Sometimes 
eats so much that he can hardly walk. Unlike most big eaters he is 
thin. Would give him a fixed amount for each meal. Brothers and 
sisters sometimes tease him. Not inherited. 

4 
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36 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

M. yr6. old. Light. Good disposition. When he came to the 
tatie woud use both hands, and shovel the food in, as it we=. Could 
not be made to use a knife and fork. Seemed he could not getenough. 
Wm a source of amusement, and lay%ed at  at  school. 

P. ~ f 5  ym. old. Light. Irritable. Eats more than any other 
c&d of this age ever seen. Eats everything a gmwn person would 
cot. Is not conttnted with a full stomach. ats until uncomfortable 
Saw her cat two dish- of apple -nee, oysters, crackers, milk, and cry 
for cheese and bananas. Was finally satisfied with candy. She is 
rtufiad with nearly ever thing and the doctor often has to be called in 
as a rerult. Parents ang  grandparents so. 

The reports for this group are too few to afford suggestions 
of any special value. However, it does appear that the 
gluttonous are likely to be subjects for pathological consideration 
-that good health is not characteristic. Evidently if dis- 
turbed health does not cause gluttony, disorder often results 
from it. 

ONLY CHILD IN A FAMILY 
I. F. 16 yrr. old. Light. Sober. Only child until 6. Spoiled. 

My mother often says I was born with a ‘‘ golden s on in my mouth’’ 
and, as I war the first child, nothin was too goor fo r  me. Had the 
largest roooi in the house and that ifterally acked with toys. Every- 
thin 1 wirhed for was granted. Papa woulgbring people honie to see 
me &nost eve night and eveu bad my icture printed on his bank 
checks. In  a xort time I became thoroughy spoiled and wae tired of 
books, toys, games, and every childish amusement. If I did not get 
my own way I would cry, kick, and scratch my nurse. Thea iuy 

arents began to realize they hnd indulged nre too much. W e  moved P ater to L. to live with my mother’s friend who had two daughters. I 
warcornpelled to share all uiy things with them. About this time my 
airter was born and I gradually grew out of my selfish, spoiled waya. 
Thiuk later treatment right. My association with the two little rirls, 
and the birth of my little sister, with whom I had to share, cure$ me. 
Did not go to school. 

2. F. yrs. old. Dignified. Warr an old-fnshioned kind of irl. 
If you haztalked to her as to others of her age she would have k e n  
insulted. Would come into our house, sit down, aud talk like some 
little old women. Never cared to play with children of her own age, 
and, if she could not find older girls to play with, she would visit the 
children’s mothers rather than play with younger ones. Seems to 
have been due to hein with older Had epinnl trouble wheu 
young, wan a cri pie 150, awhile an!??zkllowed to lay with others 
for fear of beinglurt. Hence did not cwe for rh i lzen  when older. 
She WAS petted a great deal at home and treated as if a great deal older. 
Disagreeeble to an extent and wmted her own way. Did UOI go to 
school. 

3. l3. 1.1 yrs. old. Nervous. cannot sit still. Jerks moet pitifully 
when you look at her. Muscles of her face twitch 80 badly that her 
face is thereby distorted. Cannot sit still long enough to do anythiug 
like sewing, playing on piano, etc. Parents let her have her own way, 
as she eta worse if they do not. Pupils all notice her amiction. 
4. If 3 rs. old. Fair. Good. Imaginative. Would play with 

imaginary czildren and have imaginary ten parties and gamee. Had 
imaginary everything. One day as some of her imaginary friends 
were supposed to be coming in at the door b o r n e  oue knocked. She 
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PECULIAR AND EXCXPTIONAL CHILDREN, 37 
cried, ‘‘ 0 mamma ! they have come ! they have come ! Not allowed 
to pla away from home or with other childreu. 

5. &. 10 rs. old. Dark. Not good. Selfiah. When pla@g 
wants a11 the test  things and the most prominentplace. Never thinks 
of giving anything up unless made to do so. At home has and does 
near1 everything he chooses. Not a general favorite at school. No 
here&. 

6. M. 10 yrs. old. Light. Selfish, spoiled, and ill-natured. Is so 
selfish that children of his own age will not play with him. Alwa s 
wants his own way and plays with children much younger than himseh 
Ver ngly to them unless they allow him his own way in everything 
Chihen at school will very seldom play with him. Is delicate. 
Father’s mother not selfish. 

46 of the 1045 cases are explicitly stated to be of this class, 
while there are a number of others that obviously are. Thus 
one out of twenty of the entire number is an I ‘  only child ; ” a 
number entirely out of proportion to that found among children 
generally. “ The only child in a family ” is therefore very likely 
to be peculiar and exceptional.” 

The general character of these peculiarities is suggested when 
it is stated that two-thirds of these children belong to the group 
having disadvantageous traits. IZ are said to have bad health 
and 4 are said to have good health, while it appears from other 
information that at least three-fourths are below the average in 
health. In fact it would seem that bad health is the rule 
among such. It appears, also, that the parents, one or both, are 
below the standard in vitality, and perhaps that sterility begins 
early with them. 
Of those who are of school age g do not go to school, while 7 are 

reported as going. It is therefore probable that quite a large 
per centage of such children do not go to school at all and that 
the remainder, for the most part, attend very irregularly. 
They do not seem to get along well with other children, in the 
greater number of instances, because they do not understand 
each other. The only child ’’ is deficient on the social side. 
To help himself, however, he commonly resorts to imaginary 
companions. The devices which they employ to help out in this 
matter are various and interesting, and suggest somewhat as to 
the strength of the social instinct. 

The greater number of them are “petted,” “indulged,” 
“humored,” ‘ I  spoiled,” etc. Still there are some exceptions 
to all the more striking peculiarities here mentioned. There 
are five respects in which they are different from the ordinary 
child. They have imaginary companions, do not go to school 
regularly, if at all, do not get along with other children well, 
as a rule, are generally spoiled by indulgence, and have bad 
health in most cases. But as this subject is to constitute a later 
and separate study, for which a part of the material is already 

Not inherited. 
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38 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

a t  hand and more in course of preparation, it is best not to 
pursue it further here. 

It ought to be mentioned that the I ’  youngest child,” the 
‘ I  only boy ” and the “ only girl ” display many striking 
resemblances to this class, and that quite a number of them are 
found in the list. They, together with ‘ I  twins,” are to be 
included in the forthcoming study above mentioned. 

I t  is scarcely possible to collect as  large a number of reports 
as is here represented, any considerable number of which shall 
be much more than general observationsof individuals. A differ- 
ent result was not expected, however desirable it might have been. 
Yet there have been received a few so comprehetisive and 
admirable in every way, that it was impossible, as  it would have 
been unjust, to subject them to much condensation. One of 
these is presented below as  suggestive of what would constitute 
wellnigh complete reports. Another, still more complete, will 
be presented in connection with the “Only Child ” study. 
F. 35 yrs old. American. Blonde. Nervous. Left eye weak from 

third year. Left side did not 
develop uniformly in site with the  right. Though agile for short 
periods, strength soon gave out and play with others was therefore not 
enjoyable. 

Had remarkable memory for events or dates. This was iuheritetl 
from father. Was disorderly with own property. Truthful. Dis- 
obedient when inclinations clashed with orders. Exceedingly synipa- 
thetic. Considered selfish by other children, always to niy surprise. 
Always wanted to  use authority instead of acting. Later years have 
shown that  spinal and heart disease must have been latent, and, as 
nearly as the  early feelings can now be analyzed, did not feel able to  
con1 ete with others in games requiring physical stren t h  and thou h t  
it a $isgrace to  admit illness as the  cause. Naturally frank and t a l l a -  
tive, but could keep a secret if necessary. Very hopeful when well but 
other extreme when ill. (Maternal grandfather was a visionary of the 
most pronounced sort, always planning and beginnin things, but never 
finishing. He tried to invent various things.) Idea% never reached. 

Dainty. investigative, exceedingly critical, and restless, but persever- 
ing and dogged in a thing attempted. Fond of puzzles. Not imagina- 
tive iu usual sense. Did not care for poetry. Tried composition once or 
twice but was discouraged by ridicule of older persons. Have always 
felt the whole weight of anything with which connected, to the extent 
of appearing officious to  those who d o  not understand the cause. 
Mother, whose mother was a n  invalid for many years previous to  her 
death, took the entire care of a baby brother, who was born miuus 
the  palate, and very delicate, when she was a few months past eleven 
years of a e At twelve sheassumed, with sli(jht aid. the care of three 
older c h i l k n ,  in addition to  the baby, providing most of their food 
and clothing. Have been trained by her to  have a great sense of 
responsibility. 

Most of my 
studying was done at  home. Mother said : “ You must understand 
this,” whatever the  subject, “ thoroughly, or you cannot teach it.” 
no not recall that ever heard or read anything of an intcresting or 
useful nature without thiuking of the use which I might make of i t  

Unable t o  keep lid open in bright light. 

From my fourth year I knew that  I was to  try to teach. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 39 

in teaching. Teaching has been the  one passion of my life, exce t 
during my seventeenth and eighteenth years, when I hoped to s t u f y  
medicine, but  I d o  not recall much disap ointment from being con- 
vinced that  my physical disabilities w o u l ~ ~ r e v e n t  me from making 
the attempt. Never gave up the study entirely, for saw it could be 
made useful in  teaching. 

Did not care for many friends, but was extreme1 loyal to  those for 
whom I did care. Although conscious of their faiengs, never allowed 
myself to  admit them to others, or others to name them to me. 

If my sister was punished I fought for her until mother had to 
punish me too. Was saucy to mother (not  often intentionally, for 
was with older people somuch tha t  I did not realize the difference), 
but would have wanted to kill any one out  of family who was so to her. 

Dislike was cumulative, and a lon series of injuries was often 
unnoticed, but finally some worthless a i a i r  would seem to precipitate 
all and the friendshi was at an end. 

Was always a g A  judge of character where preconceived notions 
did not interfere. 

Mother’s marriage was unfortunate, my father having been a spoiled 
child, and given to all forms of dissipation. When I was four or five 
years old my mother’s brothers took us away from him. I somehow 
felt there was something disgraceful about him, and when other chil- 
dren asked me where he was, I ran away and hid without answering 
them. I stayed and cried until they tired of waiting for me. This I 
never told my mother, or any one until recently. After I was twenty 
years old I fainted several times at the unexpected sight of an intoxi- 
cated man. After beginning teachin and when the  teaching of tem- 
perance in  the schools came up, I fiinted several times in  teachers’ 
meetings in  spite of a l l  efforts a t  control. Have succeeded in gaining 
control in that respect now. 

My mother was intensely sensitive and introspective, and my being 
with her so much and so little with others, has  caused me to be like 
her. Had a morbid sense of responsibility, and expected that  people 
were going to  be very careful of some of my feelings. A t  eleven went 
to  boarding school, as  my health was too delicate to  run the risk of 
ordinary school exposure. Suffered intensely from physical illness 
and the mistreatment of other pupils. My reserve on the  play-ground 
was attributed to  my ride in my scholarshi , which was merely a 
matter of memory an$ custom, not to niy iflness, of which I was 
ashamed, or to  the  fact tha t  I avoided intimacy with other children 
lest they should ask me about my father. When I wns ten we moved 
to  a place where my mother’s relatives lived. Of course people asked 
about him. I used to  say I did not remember him, and then, from 
sheer nervousness, cry. That  usually stopped questions, and, during 
my eleventh and twelfth years, while a t  school, I profited by such 
methods. 

I formed 
the  habit of dreaming out the problems. An uncle, my mother’s 
brother, did the  same thing, but I d o  not know whether he did it delib- 
erately, as I did, or not. When twenty, and again when tweuty.five, 
I more than once dreamed the  solutiou to  algebraic and geometric 
r b l e m s  and got u p  in m sleep and wrote them out as  neatly as  if  I 

ad been awake, finding tgem so next mornin . It is almost impossi- 
ble to  let things alone which I have once unfertaken, though to  this 
day t h e  ones who think they know me best insist that  it i s  for the  sake 
of having my own way. Am the  same for dis- 
agreeable tasks as  well as for those I like. If I dislike certain work I 
compel myself to  master i t ,  till  the  manner of doing is a pleasure iu 

Arithmetic WRS hard for me, and we had poor teaching. 

I know that  i t  is not. 
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4 0  PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

itself. Until within a few years I could work through almost auy 
amount of The more pain I felt, the more I would 
laugh and jole. Physical endurance is a characteristic of both families 
I know little in detail of my father’s family. He was a very hard 
drinker, but rarely became unsteady. Was lienomenal in that respect. 
A t  the age of 22 I had a tooth extracted an! swooned. The hysician 
and dentist could not revive me for some time, thou h the ! 
me they gave me eight ounces of strong brandy. I tfen W ~ ~ & ~ % I ~  
My sister, two and a half years older, cautiot take a tables oonful 
without afkctin her head, nor cau niy mother. It is very digcult to 
put me under infiuence of gas, ether or chloroform, and ripall hard to 
revive me after it has been done. I a m  not apt to be nauseate$ though 
the heart action is weak. Have frequently been given large quautities 
of brandy and whiskey by physicians to break up chills, and to aid in 
recovery from attacks of angina pectoris, or succeeding hcmorrlia es 
Every one notices the amount I can take without p r c e  tible e&ct 
Some have suggested that it may be the result of direct lerrdity, but 
I hare never found anything in my reading to confirm my opinions. 
It wns thefirst dose that was noticed. No remedy seems to have the 
nornial effect on me. I t  is peculiar tb me alone in the family. 
Was extremely uick tempered, and downright ugly when aroused. 

Mother’s patema? grandmother and aunt were considered ugly in 
temper. he grandmother’s health nnd the aunt’s husband may have 
accounted for their dis ositions in later life. 
My mother’s methozof governing nie was to tell me that I was like 

some one whom I thnroughly disliked. when she considered me 
naughty, and to hold up peo le whom she considered models, as 

r metlod. Children are quick to discover 
H)I)WS in such weak m e t E s ,  and I know that I lost all confidence in 
her judgment. 

hysical pain. 

atterns. I deem it a 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS. 
The types have been divided into three groups (see tables 111 

aud IV), on the basis of the worth to the individual, of the 
various peculiarities. They are the advanta~eot4s, the neutral, 
and thedisadvantageous. In the first are found the tall, the 
heavy, the stout, thestrong, the agile, the deft, the beautiful, 
the clean, the generous, the sympathetic, the buoyant, the 
orderly, the obedient, the courageous, and those having keen 
sense powers. They represent 427 children, of whom 270, or 
.629, inherit the peculiarity, 45, or .104, do not, and 112, or 
.265, are not accounted for. 
In the second are the buffoons, the frauk. the loquacious, the 

imaginative, the inquisitive, the dignified, the teasers, the 
silent, and the dainty. Of the 126 of these there are 57, or 
.456, who inherit, 23, or .176, who do not, and 46, or .368, who 
are not reported. 

In the third belong the dirty, the ill-tempered, the small, the 
timid, the whining, the disorderly, the disobedient, the cruel, 
the gluttonous, the selfish, those with sense defects, those 
having bodily weakness, the ugly, the nervous, the deformed, 
the spoiled, the birth-marked, the liars, and the clumsy. 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 41 

"here are 448 of these; 126 of them, of .281, inherit, 206, or 
457, do not, and 1x6, or .33, are not accouuted for. 

The greatest amount of inheritance, .629, is found in the first 
group, the next greatest, .456, in the second, and the smallest 
amount, .281, in the third. The three groups show a descending 
scale of inheritance, beginning with the advantageous, passing 
to the neutral, and ending with the disadvantageous, there being 
a difference of 347 between the .628 of the first group and the 
,281 of the third. 

It is proper to add at this point that this part of the study 
was undertaken with the expectation that one of the conclusions 
arrived at  would be the greater connection between disadvanta- 
geous traits and inheritance. That a radically difitrent conclu- 
sion has been arrived at can, therefore, hardly be in any degree 
ascribed to a prejudice in its favor. 

The general validity of the percentages in Table 111, may be 
objected to, however, on the ground that mental traits are 
included along with physical, and that it is impossible to tell 
with much certainty what is due to inheritance, and what to 
environment. I t  is generally recognized and admitted that 
mental diseases of parents show a marked tendency to appear 
in the same form in offspring, following the law of similarity. 
This element of uncertainty is easily eliminated by omitting 
the mental peculiarities from groups I and 3 of Table IV, and 
retaining only such as are fundamental and physical. 1 The 
first group, as thus limited, includes the tall, the strong, the 
stout, the heavy, the agile, the beautiful and those with keen 
senses. The third, so limited, includes those with sense defects, 
the iigly, the nervous, the deformed, the birth-marked and the 
mall .  (These two new divisions constitute groups 4 and 5 of 
Table IV.) In the fourth there are 261, of whom 174, or .666, 
inherit, 24, or .ogr, do not, and 63, or ,241, are unaccounted 
for The fifth contains 260, and of these 64, or .246, inherit, 
while 137, or .526, do not, and 59, or ,226, are not accounted 
for. Thus we have an increase in the first group, as thus 
modified to eliminate the confusing element, of .033, while in 
the third group, as so modified, we have a decrease of .04. 

The great part which imitation plays infixing of mental 
traits renders it unsafe to offer any data for conclusions as to 
the transmissibility of mental qualities. 

The data for determining the relative degrees of influence of 
each parent is more satisfactory. In some cases, however, the 
parent through whom the trait was acquired, has not been 
mentioned. In others the peculiarity is said to have come from en 
uncle, an aunt, or a grandparent, but no information is given 

See Table IV, groups 4 and 5 
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PIFCULIAR AND SXCEPTIONAL CXIILDKBN. 45 

as to whether it was on the paternal or maternal side. So it 
happens that the amount of inheritance from “father,” 
”mother,” and “both parents,” does not equal the total 
amount of inheritance reported. The difference, though, is 
very small, and is easily obtained in each case from the tables, 
i f  desired. 

In  group I of Table IV-75, or .174, inherit from the father, 
100, or .233, &om the mother, and 68, or .158, from both 
parents. In group 2-26, or .208, inherit from the father, 16, 
or .128, from the mother, and 9, or .072, from both parents. 
In group 3-33, or .073, inherit from the father, 64, or .142, from 
the mother, and 18, or .037, from both parents. Of group 4- 
49, or. 187, inherit from the father, 57, or .218, from the mother, 
and 36, or .137, from both parents. In the fifth group 17, or 
,065, inherit from the father, 32, or ,123, from the mother, and 
7, or .027, from both parents. Of all the cases reported 134, 
or .133, inherit fmm the father, 186, or .178, from the mother, 
and 92, or .WI, from both parents. 

Of the 583 girls-276, or ,473, inherit, while of the 418 boys- 
177, or .423, inherit. There is, therefore, a percentage of .05 
in favor of the girls. OC all the girls-75, or .125, inherit from 
the father, and I I ~ ,  or .204, from the mother. Of all the boys- 
59, or .141, inherit from the father, and 61, or .145, from the 
mother. Decidedly more of the girls who inherit from but one 
parent, inherit from the mother rather than the father, while 
on the other hund the inheritance of the boys from the paternal 
side is slightly less than that from the maternal side. 

The nationality is not named in all instances, but there are 
100 cases in which it is named as non-American. Twelve 
different nationalities are represented in this group of gg non- 
Americans. Twenty-five of the gg are Irish, 24 German, 13 
English, and 10 Scotch. Thirty-one of them are found in group 
I of Table IV, 18 in group 2, and 51 in group 3. Of the fifty- 
one in group 3, 20 are Irish, 7 German, and 7 English. In 
group 2 there are two who come from intermarriages, Scotch- 
Irish and English-Irish. In  group 3 there are six children 
from intermarriages. Two of the six are Swede-Irish, one 
each French-Indian, Polish-Dane, German-English, and Freach- 
English. Let 
i t  be recalled that there are 428 children in group I ,  125 in the 
second, and 478 in the third, We thus see that over half of 
the non-American element is found in the group having 
divadvantageous traits, which constitutes about # of the entire 
number of cases reported. 

The great variety of terms used to describe temperaments 
renders any comparative estimate of their significance of little 
value. It is plainly observable that there is an accumulation 

Five of these belong to the ‘ I  cruel ’’ children. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

M
cM

as
te

r 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 0
5:

07
 0

6 
A

pr
il 

20
16

 



46 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

of terms denoting bad temperamental conditions in the last one of 
the three groups of Table 111. 

Sixty-four of the boys have dark complexions, 105 are light, 
3 are said to be muddy, 3 sallow, 3 mediuni I sandy, I red, I 
yellowish, and I "between." 210 of the girls are light, 7 0  
dark, 5 sallow, and one each medium, clean, pink, transparent, 
pale, olive, yellow, and red. 

INTERPRETATION OF DATA. 
Znherilance of Good and Bud Traits. According to these re- 

ports advantageous traits are inherited more than twice a s  
frequently as disadvantageous ones. 

Perhaps it may be urged against this that the persons report- 
ing the various types were influenced in many cases by reason 
of family pride or friendship, to give undue importance to the 
heredity in reporting good traits, and to minimize or leave it out 
entirely, in reporting undesirable ones. That  this might be 
done under such circumstances is possible, but that it was not 
to any great extent in these reports, is evident from the follow- 
ing reasons: In the first place by far the larger number of chil- 
dren described are neither friends nor relatives of the one report- 
ing, as is apparent from a reading of the material. In  the 
second place a large portion of the remainder are reminiscences, 
and in these, quite as  frequently as in the foregoing, heredity of 
bad traits has been named. Likewise, when desirable qualities 
have been described, there are quite as  frequent denials of 
inheritance as in the case of others. The  same may be said of 
friends and relatives who have been described in a comparatively 
small number of instances. Indeed, it would seem, from the 
fact that defects and faulty development stimulate much more 
strongly the effort to account for their existence than do those 
peculiarities which do not fall below the average of normal 
development, that the prejudice would be in favor of the 
disadvantageous qualities. Besides, there is uniform evidence 
of sincerity and fidelity in the reports. The evidence which 
the reports themselves have to offer, added to what is so well 
known about the preparation of the greater part of the material, 
leaves little doubt as to the general reliability of the percentages 
upon which the conclusion here involved, rests. We are driven, 
therefore, to find explanations which are in harmony with the 
conclusion. 

It will hardly be denied that the strength of inheritance in a 
given case is indicated by the degree of similarity manifested 
between parent and offspring. and that the less pronounced the 
similarity, the weaker the inheritance. Dissimilarity in trans- 
missiou is the result of a weakening of the ancestral stock and 
implies degeneration. Again, it will hardly be denied t h a t  
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 47 

when procreation takes place under normal conditions, the 
influence of the latest parents will predominate over that of any 
preceding pair of ancestors. When not so, degeneration has 
begun. This variation need not proceed very far before 
dissolution comes in the form of sterility or death. The unifying 
character of the immediate parental force, which should be 
strongest in its conserving potency in bringing together and 
holding the various elements that enter into the life of the new 
being, is weakened until some other ancestral strain asserts 
itself. Maudsley has described this process as the “ unkinding 
of the species.’’ “ If the degenerate fails to 
give origin to beings that resemble him, i t  is not because he has 
acquired the special faculty of transmitting characteristics that 
do not belong to him, but because degeneration is the dissolu- 
tion of heredity.” 

Disease and defect usually undergo modification in transmis- 
sion-if we may call such transmission-following the law of 
dissimilarity. Health and healthy peculiarities are not, at least 
to such a degree, subjected to such modification, and follow 
the law of similarity in transmission. If degeneration is the 
dissolution of the ancestral force, and if one of the evidences of 
degeneration is variation from the ancestral types, we should 
expect to find that the more pronounced degeneration is marked 
by the more pronounced variation, or, stated in another way, by 
a greater dependence on environment. There is a diminished 
power to control environment, to choose that which is helpful 
and to avoid the harmful. Self-dependence, self-determination, 
are lessened. Environment being a much more variable and 
uncertain factor than heredity, which selects and conserves in 
accordance with an inner law, it is to be expected that the 
offspring of degenerates should show more variations. 

It seems unfair to say that an individual inherits disease. 
The general effect of diseased parentage is most likely to be 
manifested in children of insufficient vitality, and, therefore, 
of a limited power of resistance to degenerative influences. Upon 
such, environment has the greatest influence, and may easily 
fix disease. I t  is possible, through a long, slow, difficult 
process, for the degenerate stock to regain the normal condition. 
On the other hand a very small part of the life of a single gen- 
eration is sufficient to undo what has required many generations 
of development. But if many generations, under improving 
conditions and the better health resulting therefrom, are neces- 
sary to capitalize the ancestral force so that advantageous traits 
may be transmitted, it ought much less to be expected that the 
degenerate, with diminishing ancestral vitality behind him, to- 

l F6-6 has said : 

1 ‘< Morbid Heredity,” FCrd, Pop. Science Mo., July, ‘95, p. 396. 
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48 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAX, CHILDREN. 

gether with the necessarily unfavorable surroundings, shalI 
acquire in a few generations the power to reproduce in his off- 
spring a peculiar disease. 
To summarize the suggestions of the foregoing statements, 

we are influenced to regard the .629 of inheritance of desirable 
traits and the .281 of undesirable ones as  approximately ex- 
pressive of the true condition of things. Firsf, because healthy 
and vigorous parents with good ancestry may, and often do, 
beget defective and unhealthy children. Secondly, because par- 
ents who are not vigorous or healthy require generations of 
improvement to produce healthy children. 

A few sentences from Maudsley are interesting in this con- 
nection. He says: ”Degenerate or morbid varieties of 
civilized races evince a similar incapacity of procreation ; sterile 
idiocy bring the natural termination and extinction of degener- 
ate varieties of the human kind. In vain might the most 
curious despot attempt to propagate a race of idiots. . . . . . 
Is it not easy to conceive that, without being so incompatible 
as to actually refuse to combine, the germ elements map be 
so far unsuited to one another that when they combine they do 
so in a half-hearted way and produce an unstable compound? . . . . . It is the opposite of that movement of progressive 
specialization and increasing complexity of relation with the 
external which marks advancing development. ” 

There is the rapid undoing of what has been slowly done 
through the ages ; the disruption and degenerate manifestations 
of faculties which have been tediously acquired ; the resolutiori 
of what has been the gain of a long process of evolution ; the 
formless ruin of carefully fashioned form. We are sad wit- 
nesses of the operation of a pathological law of dehumanization 
in producing dehumanized varieties of the human kind. ” 

* “The  want of resemblance in descent ob- 
served in pathological and teratological families evidences the 
want of embryogenic energy wbich is so accentuated in those 
families as to end in sterility in a few generations. . . . . De- 
generation in general results from embryogenic troubles which 
are reduced, as a whole, to troubles of nutrition. . . . . By 
degeneration should be understood the ioss of the hereditary 
qualities that have deteraiined and fixed tile characteristics of 
the race. . . . . The dissolution of heredity, which may he 
realized either by the introduction of strangers of too different 
races, or under the influence of native causes of degeneration, is 
marked both by physical unlikeness and by the psychical niid 
moral ones that necessarily accompany them. The  social dis- 

Likewise Fer6 : 

“ Pathology of Mind,” Mnudsley, p. 94 seg. 
“ Pathology of Mirrd,” Martdsley, p. 245. 
“ Morbid Heredity,” FCrC, Pop. Science Mo., July, 1895. p. 395 s t y .  
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 49 

cords that spring up among people like those that so often 
divide the families of degenerates, taken together, constitute a 
manibtation of the dissolution of heredity ; their source is iu 
a biological fact. . . . . Less and less deficient children may 
be observed to be born in a family of degenerates as the biologi- 
cal conditions of the parents improve. . . . . . Generation is, 
as a whole, the rebult of an excess of nutrition.” 

The procreative power needs to be nurtured, accumulated. 
It is not something that may be neither added to nor subtracted 
from, performing its work whenever the sexual act is consum- 
mated, by virtue of some innate and uamodifiable potency. I t  
needs to be aggressive and positive. The greater the vitality 
behind it, the better the result, the more perfect the repro- 
duction. Statingit from the other side, Shuttleworth’ has said: 
“ Mentally feeble children are often the offspring of highly 
neurotic parents, sometimes of highly cultured persons, excep- 
tionally high in particular directions. It would seem, indeed, in 
some cases that the parents have themselres expended so much 
of their nervous energy that they have little left to transmit to 
their offspring ; and familiar instances will occur to every one 
of distinguished men and women afllicted with children whose 
metihl endowments are below the average. 

‘ I  Mental feebleness is in some few cases the result of feeble 
health, and with improved physical conditions the mental iru- 
pairment may gradually disappear. ’ 

Although there are few or no reports of direct investigations 
along this line, there are some that have a very important 
bearing, indirectly. sDr. Carlsen, of Copenhagen, read a 
pamphlet at the International Congress of Hygiene and 
Demography, held at London, in August of 1891, setting forth 
the results of statistical investigations with reference to idiots 
and feeble minded persons among the Danes. He says : I ‘  The 
illegitimate imbecile children amounted to 5% of the total 
number of imbeciles, while about 10% of all births have been 
illegitimate in Denmark during a long period of time. As it 
i s  probable that the number of the imbeciles overlooked or for- 
gotten in the counting is larger within the class of legitimate than 
within that of illegitimate children, we incline to the suppositioii 
(even if proper attention is paid to the fact of the greater rate 
of mortality for illegitimate children) that imbecility is scarcer 
nmong illegitimate thau among legitimate children ; which 
accords t-ery well with the fact that, the more malignant forms 
of imbecility occur less frequently among the illegitimate chil- 
dren.” I t  would hardly do for an explanation of this to assume 

1“ Mentally Deficient Children,” Shuttleworth, p 
2Referred to by fAffiogwel1, ‘‘ Illegitimacy an8’tke Influence of 

9, 40. 

Seasons upon Couduct.” p. 57. 
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50 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

that the parents of such children are more favored or better 
circumstanced, and that therefore the pre-natal life of the illegiti- 
mate offspring is necessarily better than that of other children. 
Statistics show that the death rate of such children, after birth, 
owing ta influences in no way connected with bad health is 
much higher. Their greater freedom from ailments and diseases 
can therefore hardly be attributed to influences that act after 
the beginning of the embryonic life; it must be due to the 
presence of greater vitality in the parents in conception, which 
we are warranted in assuming because the act is cousurnmated 
in  defiance of both civil and social law. 

The investigatiou of M. -4. Pinard, “ A Propos Du Develop- 
ment De L’Enfant,’’ reported in the Revue Scientifique for 
January, 1896, should be noticed here, though it has special 
value as showing the greater influence of the mother in deter- 
mining the future well-being of the child. His studies are based 
upon the data collected from the asylums and refuges in Paris 
for abandoned women about to become mothers. These women 
are received at  these institutions and cared for during the period 
of confinement. He  found in the cases of 500 women who had 
worked up to almost the very moment of accouchement that the 
combined weights of the children amounted to 1,505,000 
grammes, 3,010 grammes per infant. 500 women who had 
sojourned at  the refuge at least ten daysbefore confinement had 
given birth to children whose combined weights amounted to 
1,645,000 grammes, 3,290 gramme sper infant, or a total excess 
over the entire weight of the first 500, of 140,000 grammes. 500 
who had sojourned at another hospital gave birth to children 
whose combined weights amounted to I ,683,000 grammes. 
3,366 grammes per infant, or a total of 178,000 grammes more 
than was found for the first group. That these differences are 
not due to differences between groups of women cared for at the 
three refuges is proveu by other data which are too extended to 
review here. The explanation has other significance. Suffice 
it to say that the number of days that elapsed between conception 
and delivery is smaller in the first group, premature or carly 
births being more common there. To be sure greater weight of 
body is not in a specific case necessary evidenceof better health, 
but it is, generally speaking, a sign of better nutritioiial con- 
ditions during the iutra uterine period. Or, in Pinard’s words : 
- ‘  If the infants of those who have had repose are larger than 
those of the won~eii who have not, it is simply because their 
intra uterine life has not been troubled, and because their 
incubation has been perfect. They are brought forth because 
they are ripe for the extra uterine life. In the case of the others, 
expelled prematurely, the overstrain is the stroke of the wind 
which causes the green fruit to fall.” 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 51 

The inquiries of Dr. Alexander Graham Bell and of Edward 
Allen Fay, into the results of deaf marriages in the United 
States, furnish more conclusive evidence of the general validity 
of the conclusion under consideration. Through their efforts, 
information concerning the hearing of about all the ohpring 
of marriages of the deaf in this country has been obtained. 
Fay's reports are the more comprehensive and show a total of 
8,504 persons married, one or both of the partners being deaf, 
7,277 are reported as deaf, 892 as hearing, and 335 are not 
reported whether deaf or hearing, that is 85.5 who are deaf, 
10.5 who hear, and 4% who are not accounted for. There are 
3,497 marriages, one or both partners being deaf. Of these, 
300, or 8.5%, resulted in deaf offspring. 588 deaf children, 
or 8.6 of all children, were born from these marriages. Of 
hearing children as a result of these marriages there are 5,091, 
or .75 of all. There are 1,103, or .162, not reported as either 
deaf or hearing, The total number of children from these 
marriages is 6,782. The author thinks it probable " that 813 
(of the 1,103 unreported) are hearing, from the fact that that 
number has never turned up at  any of the deaf schools, while 
290 of them are still-born or died before the matter of their 
hearing could be known." Thus we see that of the 6,782 
children from these marriages, in which one or both parents 
wexe deaf, it is hardly probable that more than .086 are deaf. 
But let it be assumed that all of the 1,103 children that are 
unreported on, were deaf, we still have .75 of all who are not 
deaf. This extravagant allowance of .25 of deafness does not 
equal the .286 found for group 3 of Table I. Kt should not be 
forgotten that one of the classes of defects represented in that 
group is that of the senses. 

Again, Fay finds 2,377 marriages in which both partners 
were deaf. 220 of these, or .ogz, resulted in deaf ogqpring. There 
were 599 marriages in which one partner only was deaf. Of 
these, 75, or .125 resulted in deaf offspring, or .033 more of 
the marriages in which one partner only is deaf than of those 
in which both are deaf resulted in deaf offspring. If, however, 
our conclusion is wrong, we should expect to find that something 
like twice as many of the marriages in which both partners are 
deaf as of those in which only one is so, would result in deaf 
offspring. 

Furthermore, 359, or . I ~ I  of the marriages, both partners 
deaf, are sterile, while only 68, or .113, of those in which one 
partner only is deaf, are so. Of the 102 marriages in which 

See (' Marriage of the Deaf in America.'' American Annals of the 
Deaf, Jan., Feb., April and June, r@6. 

-I 
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52 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

one partner is unreported whether deaf or hearing, 7, or 
.068, are childless. Of all the marriages, 434, or 14% are 
sterile. 

Williams, of the American Asylum, Hartford, Conn., reports 
statistics of 590 marriages of the deaf. He found 283, or nearly 
half, of these were sterile. We are led to conclude, therefore, 
that the amount of sterility, and that the number of still-births 
and early deaths among the deaf are abnormally great, all of 
which are a sure sign of degeneration. Degeneration, however, 
marks the decay of hereditary force. 

No doubt it could truthfully be urged that some deaf parents 
purposely avoid having children, either because of their greater 
inability to provide and care for them, or because they fear that 
those born to them might have their own defect, but this would 
account for only a small part of the difference. We must 
conclude that sterility, still-births, and early mortality, are of 
kindred origin, and originate in the diminished vitality devoted 
to procreation, of which diminution, in most cases, deafness is 
but one of many signs. Fay says : * Less than one-tenth of 
one per cent. of children of hearing parents are deaf, in all 
probability. Deafness, it is true, is neither a physical anomaly 
nor a disease, and such expressions as transmitted deafness, 
inherited deafness, etc., are inaccurate and misleading. When 
deafness of the parents appears in the offspring, what is really 
transmitted and inherited is not deafness, but some anomaly of 
the nervous system or the tendency to some disease of which 
deafness is but the result or the symptoms.” 

In another place he quotes Sedgwick, On Sexual Limita- 
tion In Hereditary Disease,” as follows: “The fact that a 
larger number of deaf children are, or appear to be, born to 
parents only one of whom is deaf, than when both are, may be 
due to excess having reversed the action of some natural law 
in development. 

The degenerative tendencies present in the deaf and appear 
still more striking when we note that only 2.56 children are 
born per parent. If we accept Newsholrne’s statement that 
I 5 % of all the children born in England and Wales die before 
reaching the age of one year, as fairly representing the death 
rate in other countries, it is perfectly clear, allowing for the 
deaths that would occur before the reproductive age is reached, 

*‘ Hereditary Deafness-A Study.” Job Williams. Science, Vol. 

Fay. American Annals of 

British aud Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, London, Vol. 

“Vital Statistics,” A.  Newsholme, p. 104, 

xy!LJ. 76. 
arria e of the Deaf in America.” 

the Deaf, €k%., 1896, p. 87. 

XXVIII, p. 204: 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAt CHILDRRN. 53 

that the deaf would soon disappear, as a class, from iiatural 
causes, if not added to from other classes. 

Again it is important to notice the increase in amount of ster- 
ility in passing from the marriages in which deafness is less 
prouounced, to those in which it is most so-those in which 
both partners are congenitally deaf. Of the 2,377 marriages, 
both partners congenitally deaf, 359, or . I ~ I  are sterile. Of 
599 marriages, one partner deaf, the other hearing, 68, or . I I 3, 
are sterile, while of the 102 marriages, one partner deaf, the 
other unreported whether deaf or hearing, 7, or .068 are sterile. 
It seems impossible, then, to avoid the conclusion that deafness 
has its origin in, and suggests degeneration of, a more funda- 
mental sort than is usually associated with deafness. Let this 
be connected with the fact that .033 less of the parents who are 
both congenitally deaf, than of those, one of whom is hearing 
and the other deaf, beget deaf offspring, and we have suggested 
in an emphatic way, the explanation already offered for the 
greater liability to transmission of desirable traits, viz., that 
increasing degeneration is accompanied by decreasing potency 
of the reproductive powers, less and less of the ability to fix 
the character of the offspring. I t  is the triumph of environ- 
ment over heredity. 

It is significant that such defects as do appear to be transmit- 
ted in their likeness are such as are not incompatible with 
approximately normal health. Some of them may be said to 
originate in excessive growth, at least misdirected growth. 
Such are supernumerary toes, fingers, or teeth, premature gray- 
ness, baldness, plurality of births, color blindness, hair lip, 
squint, etc. The degeneracy implied in these is not sufficient 
to lead to the extinction of the stock before the peculiarity gains 
enough strength to be registered in the hereditary force. 

The phenomena of vigorous children from parents who are 
not so, is most reasonably accounted for on the basis of reversion. 

Decline has not proceeded far enough to injure remoter ances- 
tral strains in the stock, and the strongest of these asserts itself 
at the opportunity presented by the weakened vitality of the late 
parents. Nature is not therefore unkind. It works for the 
better so long as its resources are unexhausted. There is a 
power in it which makes for good. 

Father and Mother. The influence of the mother in trans- 
mitting peculiarities is greater than that of the father; is greater 
for girls than for boys and about equal to that of father for boys. 

The greater intimacy between the life of the mother and that 
of the child suggest the necessity of this conclusion. I t  is not 
probable that the conscious efforts of the mother during preg- 
nancy are sufficient to fix new and desirable qualities of charac- 
ter in the offspring, qualities not implied in conception, but it 
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54 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

is possible to nourish and strengthen those already there. On 
the other hand, it is possible to produce almost any degree of 
deformity or imperfection, from the very slightest to that which 
is incompatible with life. The conclusions of Pinard, already 
referred to, are pertinent in this connection. If, as he shows, 
a few days of judicious treatment near the end of the pre-natal 
period can produce such marked effect for good on the child, it 
is certainly not unfair to expect so much from it when it extends 
over the whole period. 

Williams’s report on the 590 marriages of the deaf, elsewhere 
referred to, shows that with congenitally deaf fathers and 
adventitiously deaf mothers, 5.7 % of the children born are deaf, 
while with congenitally deaf mothers and adventitiously deaf 
fathers, 13.7% of the children are born deaf. When the hus- 
band is congenitally deaf and the wife hearing, 12.5% of the 
children are born deaf, but with the conditions reversed the 
result is 18.18% of deaf children. The greater influence of the 
mother is apparent in all his percentages. 

The ages at which parents beget children is of interest here. 
Marro has studied the age of fathers at time of conception, 
among the criminal class, and has compared it with that of 
fathers for certain other classes. He  divides them into three 
groups on basis of age at time of conception. Those under 25 
constitute the first group, the immature ; those between 25 and 
40 constitute the second group, the mature, and those above 40 
form the third or decadent group. Speaking of a diagram 
which he has employed to illustrate Marro’s figures, Havelock 
Ellis says : “ It will be seen that the largest proportion of im- 
mature parents is among the class of thieves, although among 
the insane the proportion is still larger. More remarkable is 
the abnormally large proportion of criminals with parents 
belonging to the period of decadence. I t  is most marked among 
the murderers, 52% of whose fathers had passed the period of 
maturity ; but it is very large also, exceeding the insane, among 
those convicted of assault and wounding, and among sharpers. 
Sexual offenders have the largest proportion of mature fathers, 
the smallest of youthful fathers. Suspecting that among idiots 
a very large proportion of elderly fathers would be found, I 
applied to Dr. Langdon Down, who has kindly gone through 
the notes of one thousand cases and confirmed this suspicion. 
He finds that in 23% of the cases there has been a disparity 
of age of more than 10 years at the birth of the idiot child, the 
father in nearly every case being the elder, and that in many 
cases this disparity has reached more than 25 years. . . . 

‘‘It isinteresting to compare these results with those of Korasi, 
director of the Hungarian Statistical Bureau, on the ordinary 
population. He has investigated 24,000 cases, and found that 
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PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 55 

the children of fathers below 20 are of feeble constitution, that 
fathers aged from 25 to 40 produce the strongest children, and 
that above 40 fathers tend to beget weak children.” 

Inasmuch as the period of reproduction is, as a rule, shorter 
with women than with men, it would seem that the age factor 
plays a more important part in connection with the father. 
However this may be, it is true that the first and the last born 
are, much more often than others, both mentally and physically 
defective. For the last born it is no doubt purely a result of 
age, while with the first born it may come from the immaturity 
of the parents, or simply from the fact of being the first born. 
This point will receive fuller consideration in the report on the 
forty-five or fifty only children in families found among the 
various types here studied. 

I t  appears that girls are more likely to 
inherit than boys, and from the mother rather than the father, 
Girls also seem to be slightly favored in transmission of desir- 
able traits. 

This difference in favor of the girls may be attributed in a 
degree, perhaps, to the fact that the greater number of persons 
reporting the cases here studied, are females, who might be 
supposed, by reason of their more intimate knowledge of, and 
association with, their mothers, to give undue prominence to her 
influence and too little to that of the father. Also it should be 
remembered that about one-third more of the casesreported are 
females than males. It would not, therefore, be wise to attach 
anything more than a suggestive value to t h e  relations which 
the percentages express. They would have more undoubted 
value if they were derived from a study of a much larger 
number of reports upon an approximately equal number of males 
and females, made by about the same number of observers of 
each sex. Yet it would be quite as unfair to assume that there 
is no basis in fact for the differences here indicated. 

Warner, in his studies of London school children, previously 
referred to, found that 8.27 of the physical anomalies belonged 
to boys, while 6.78 belonged to girls. Newsholme found that 
males outnumber the females in still-births and attributes it to 
the greater difficulty in child-birth. His statistics show that 
for the ten years between 1865 and 1875 there were for every 
100 female still-births, in France, 144 of males; in Italy, 140; 
in Belgium, 135 ; Sweden, 133 ; and in Russia, 129. 

The conclusion is still further strengthened by the fact that 
girls appear to be favored in the transmission of desirable traits, 
while boys slightly preponderate in the case of undesirable 
ones. Boys seem to suffer more as a result of embryonic 
disturbances, to be in closer touch with environment, to be more 
readily responsible to its modifying influences, hence the very 

Boys and GiyZs. 
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56 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 

much greater proportion of boys than of girls, elsewhere shown, 
to have deformities. The tendency to variation is much more 
pronounced in the male. 

There is a much greater proportion of children 
of non-American parentage among the defective than among 
others-children resulting from marriages between different 
nationalities being especially liable to defects. 

This might be the result of one, or both, of two causes. 
Either the children of American parentage are especially fa- 
vored, or those of other nationalities come from parentage whicb 
is in most cases below the average in development. There 
seems to be good reason for assuming that both statemeuts are 
in a measure true, but the latter especially. Dr. S. P. Bowditch 
concluded, after the examination of many thousand school 
children of Boston, that children born of American parentage 
are both taller and heavier than those of parents of other na- 
tionalties. This difference, he thinks, is due partly to the 
greater degree of comfort which characterizes the bringing up of 
such children, and partly to difference of race. 

In a general way there appears to be agree- 
ment between temperamental conditions and health. The 
sanguine and cheerful are much more common in group I ,  
while the opposite characteristics are more frequently observed 
in group 3. 

PEDAGOGICAL SUGGESTIONS. 

Nationalify. 

Temperammi. 

I t  is usually true that the treatment described shows a great 
want of appreciation for the individual and peculiar. There 
is general assertion that a thorough and special study of each 
individual concerned, is necessary to right treatment. This 
generally acknowledged need for a better understanding of 
individuality is reinforced most emphatically by the whole study. 
The most striking thing in the reports is the pronounced 
recognition of individual differences. This is in harmony with 
what scientific studies in the laboratory have shown in numerous 
ways, that there are many respects in which any individual 
differs from another. 

This aspect of mind, the right appreciation of which is so 
vitally important to sound pedagogy, has been very far from 
having the attention which it requires. Individual psychology 
has been entirely too much neglected. The peculiar and excep- 
tional need far more attention. From a want of this attention 
individuality is constantly being misunderstood. A human 
life is entirely too complex and unique to be estimated and 
understood by the application of a few principles of general 
psychology. Scores of teachers have begun to realize this for 
the first time when standing confused and helpless before a room 
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PBCULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 57 

full of rebellious children. With what cost the lesson is thus 
learned, those who have had the experience can best judge. 
Let it not be understood, however, that this reflects on the 
value and need of an equally appreciative knowledge of 
general psychology. But the need has not been so fully met 
for individual psychology. 

It is a valid criticism of modem educational methods, that 
they have been far too little influenced by the individual basis 
of mind. Whether it be true or not, as is sometimes said, 
that no two leaves nor two blades of grass are exactly alike, 
there can be no doubt that no two persons in the world are now, 
or ever have been, exactly alike. However close the resem- 
blance between them, each one has some characteristic marking 
his individuality which distinguishes him from every one else, 
and which affects the course of his destiny. By the circum- 
stances of life the development of this intrinsic quality may be 
checked in one direction or fostered in another direction, but it 
can never be got rid of; it is always there, a leaven leavening 
the whole lump. . . . . . The two twin sisters of Hungary, 
who were united by the bottom of their backs and had the 
same blood, were of extremely different temperaments, and the 
last years of the Siamese Twins were made miserable by the 
quarrels arising from the different tastes of the brothers, and 
the different views which they took of the American Civil 
War.” 

No other question in pedagogy manifests such a crying need 
for intelligent, sympathetic, patient study. Scores of thousands 
could testify to the truth of this out of their own bitter, even tragic 
experiences. Many are they who have been needlessly, almost 
criminally misunderstood, by those from whom they had a 
natural right to be properly appreciated. The easy disregard 
with which this right is so often overridden in the nameof method, 
system or discipline, su gests the influence of brutality, rather 
than that of science. # he mental suffering and anguish which 
defectives of the various classes are compelled to endure as a result 
of the stares and low curiosity of others, is barbarous. The undue 
and excessive regard bestowed on those of the opposite kind is 
scarcely less disastrous in its effects, even though it is personally 
agreable to the subject. In the first we find timidity, irritabil- 
ity, morbidity, spitefulness, resentment, cunning, deceit, in fact 
about every form of malevolence resulting from a contracted 
personality. The individuality is turned back on itself, like an 
ingrown nail, to disturb and irritate. This is the natural result 
of being laughed at,” ridiculed,’’ “ discriminated against,” 
“run over,” “ scorned,” “stared at,” “made fun of,” “kept 

Maudsley, “ Pathology of Mind,” p. 87. 
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58 PECULIAR AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

at  home, ” “teased,” “worried,” “left out of games,’’ “shunned,’ ’ 
I ‘  discouraged,” “scoffed at,” etc. 

In  the second we find vanity, pride, self-esteem, over-con- 
fidence, daring, self-assertion, and the many other qualities 
belonging to exaggerated personalities. These are characteris- 
tics of those who are ‘ *  petted,” “encouraged,” “ adored,” 
“worshipped,” “respected,” “ shown oE,” “ looked up to,’’ 
“chosen,” “ indulged,” etc. In both, the results are equally 
abnormal. In  the first we have delayed and retarded individu- 
alities. In  the second, as a result of over stimulation, pre- 
cocious and exaggerated ones. 

The organization incident to mass teaching is no doubt 
responsible to a considerable degree for the failure to give the 
individual side of mind sufficient attention, but another im- 
portant factor is the emphasis placed upon the cominon qualities 
of mind by much of the so-called educational psychology. Every 
child has a divine right to be understood as an individual, to 
have his peculiarities discovered, respected, appreciated, and 
wisely and sympathetically dealt with. This individual quality 
is the most precious part of the capital with which he begins 
life,-the very basis of all his future mental evolution. The 
attempts to make it comform to the conventional standard too 
often result in the destruction of selfhood. While too young 
to understand or help himself, the child is plundered of his mast 
valuable possessions. When old enough to appreciate in a 
measure his condition, to assume partial self-direction, he finds 
bis estate loaded down with incumbrances through the careless- 
ness of his guardians. 

The writer is indebted to Drs. Hall and Burnham for many 
valuable criticisms and suggestions made during the progress 
of this study. 

ERR*TA.--P. 4, line I ,  large type, read 1,001 instead of 1,045. 
P. 4, 2d paragraph, large type, line I, read 583 instead of 613 ; i n  line 

z read 418 iiistead of 432, and I ,wr instead of 1,045. 
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