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the prosecution of medical and surgical science, but he had
been surprised, during a late visit, at the tendency at pre-
sent displayed, not only by French, but by Continental
schools generally, to advance professional subjects, and
to study them in a more practical and earnest manner
than has been the case of late years. He therefore thought
it might be of great use to their School if from time to time
the College could send advanced students to the Conti-
nental schools to carefully examine and report upon new
practices and experience, with a view to their adoption and
elaboration at home.

Correspondence.

ANTISEPTIC SURGERY.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The published writings of any man are, I contend,

public property, and, as such, legitimately assailable. Had
Dr. Keith kept this generally recognised axiom in view, he
would not have permitted himself to make, nor obliged me
to repudiate, a personal imputation which, so far as I can
see, nothing in my former letter can justify. As I fear, how-
ever, that Dr. Keith must have misunderstood the purport
of my communication, kindly permit me the following sup-
plementary remarks. I hold,

Ist, That, like creasote, with which carbolic acid has the
closest chemical affinities, and which has been long used as
an application to wounds, the latter may be found of value
in the treatment of indolenc sores, or solutions of continuity
accompanied with bruising, or other complication whereby
the vitality of the part may be depressed, while I am per-
suaded in my own mind that in the case of clean wounds
the interposition of any foreign material whatever is opposed to
the reparative process. ’i

2nd. That it has never yet been proved that suppuration
is due to sporules, for suppuration constantly takes place in
situations to which atmospheric sporules could never have
had access; that their existence in the atmosphere is pro-
blematical, or at least that the presence of infusoria in the
atmosphere is not constant; that the persistence of suppura-
tion may be due to any irritant, atmospheric, mechanical,
or constitutional, for irritation of some kind or other, spe-
cific or non-specific,* is the fons et origo mali of this condi-
tion ; and that, under these circumstances, the soaking of
sponges in, the smearing of instruments and fingers with,
carbolic acid, and carbolic acid drapery, to say the least of
the practice, seems to me frivolous and unscientific.

3rd. That if it is simply the exclusion of air that is desi-
derated in Mr. Lister’s method, the practice is by no means
new, while to accomplish this end carbolic acid possesses no
apparent superiority over other applications which have
been resorted to by surgeons for this purpose.

4th. That if the whole air be excluded-a feat, by the
way, of no easy accomplishment,-it is not apparent to me
by what line of argument the conclusion is arrived at,
granting even benefits, that these benefits are due to the
exclusion of a hypothetical component part of the atmo-
sphere, and not to the exclusion of other parts whose pre-
sence is invariable and undisputed, or to the exclusion of
the entire atmosphere.

5th. That, granting that carbolic acid is an antiseptic,
and may, and doubtless does, act beneficially in wounds
having a putrefactive tendency, probably by coagulating
albumen, it is but one of a numerous class, and that it is
unphilosophical to give it undue prominence, at the expense
of all the rest, as Mr. Lister and his followers have done,
and that without the slightest justification so far as the
generality of ordinary intellects can comprehend.

6th. That the antiseptic treatment of sores or wounds is
not new, and that the benefits of this treatment are, in suit-
able cases, universally acknowledged.t

* Vide Syphilitic and Phagodenic Ulceration," in THE LANCET for 1866
By D. C. Black, M.D. 

-

t Vide Papers by Dr. D. C. Black, lac. cit. 

7th. That in the application of carbolic acid by Mr.
Lister there apparently underlies some mystery, for Mr.
Lister himself makes the following remarkable concession,
part of which I shall italicise := Anyone using carbolic
acid as a ‘remedy,’ without reference to antiseptic prin-
ciples, will be sure to meet with unsatisfactory results, whether
here or elsewhere." Let others render these statements as

they may, I believe that if carbolic acid is an antiseptic, it
will, like all other antiseptics, act antiseptically, no matter
how applied; for they make the principles, not the prin-
ciples them.

8th. That carbolic acid has been made, during the past
few years, a medical and surgical hobby, so much so that
the difficulty consists, not in enumerating the diseases said
to have yielded to its therapeutic properties, but those that
have not. If they have so yielded, why retain our cum-
brous Materia Medica ? If they have not, as I contend,
notwithstanding all that has been said to the contrary, what
then ? 2 Why, blow off the cloud of chaff in the shape of
coincidences, and retain the grain of wheat that underlies,
I believe, all panaceas, from Holloway’s pills to carbolic
acid, and matters will remain just as they have been.

9th. That Mr. Lister has not been the discoverer of car-
bolic acid, not the first to apply it to wounds, and not the
discoverer of the cat-gut ligature ; but I admit the first to
insist 0n killing sporules in the interstices of this texture by
carbolic acid, though by this method he has accomplished
nothing but what has been achieved by Scarpa, Hunter,
Astley Cooper, Dupuytren, Larrey, Hodgson, Wardrop, Lis-
ton, Travers, and others.*

10th. That the germ theory of disease and contagion, of
Lemaire and others, is untenable. On this head I quote
the following from an able review in the Sanitary Record:-
H That the various fungi described by Thome, Klob, and
Haller, as the cause of cholera, and the infusorial monads,
bacteria, vibriones, &c., to which Lemaire and others attri-
bute typhus, dysentery, yellow fever, hospital gangrene, &c.,
are rather attendants on the morbid impurity which is asso-
ciated with those diseases than the primary causes of them,
might have suggested itself, we think, to the latter gentle-
man, from one of the experiments which he himself has
related. Having allowed his mouth, it seems, to get into a
foul state by refraining from buccal ablution during a week,
he examined the secretion under a microscope, and found
them to contain monads, bacteria, and even vibriones, in
great abundance. I-Iis health notwithstanding, wonderful
to relate, remained good, and not the smallest threatening
of any of the ailments of which, according to him, these
organisms are the causes, ensued." It is perfectly appalling
to think how many, in such a city as this, must be similarly
circumstanced if this neglect generates such fell products.
Further, to quote from this review: -" The e Rev. M. J.
Berkeley, who is one of the most experienced of mycologists,
has, on the other hand, failed to detect such organisms in
diphtheritic membrane, although that product, being a mass
of morbid matter of the most virulent kind, was exactly the
situation in which they ought most readily to be discovered."
Evaporating basins and spray-producers are, alas, out of
court !

llth. That, judged by practical results, the use of car-
bolic acid has been no success. In a letter in the Medical
Ttmes and Gazette, the following appears := In the years
1860, 1861, and 1862, before the introduction of carbolic
acid (into the Glasgow Royal Infirmary), I find 126 of the
amputations I have mentioned recorded. Of those 126,
there died 41, which gives a mortality of 1 in 3. On the
other hand, in the years 1867 and 1868, or since carbolic
acid has been used so extensively in that hospital, there
were 73 amputations of the same kind; of those, 30 died,
giving a mortality of 1 in 2. The results are even more

unsatisfactory if we take compound fractures, which are
the cases reported to be most benefited by the carbolic-acid
treatment. I find, in the three years already mentioned,
that there were 114 compound fractures treated in the in-
firmary; of which 26 died, or nearly 1 in 4&frac12;. In 1868-a

year in which, as I have been told, all the surgeons to the
hospital used carbolic acid-there were 59 compound frac-
tures treated, with a mortality of 20, or more than 1 in 3."

Vide on this subject the work of a predecessor of Mr. Lister, and a
man of no less eminence, I submit, with all deference to Dr. Keith, viz.,
John Burns; Cooper’s Surgical Dictionary; and what I call an able article
On the Ligature on the Antiseptic Principle," in the " Glasgow Medical
Examiner," from the pen of my friend Mr. Reid.



Have these statements been refuted ? How can they be
reconciled with this carbolic-acid fuss ? Be it observed
that even Dr. Keith does not mention whether he had
greater success during the employment of carbolic acid in
his ovariotomy cases than during the r&eacute;gime of the old-
fashioned, yet notwithstanding good, antiseptics referred I
to in his communication. i

I hold, further, that as a rule, these medical and surgical
sensations are obstructive to the progress of true science,
owing to the mental diversion from other and rational
treatment, and the necessary time occupied in unlearning.
Let me assure Dr. Keith that I am actuated by no cap-

tious, no ungenerous, far less personal, motive in this
matter. If he and other high authorities will persist in
talking of "Mr. Lister’s discoveries," can he find fault if
less penetrating intellects inquire, What are they? Where
are they to be found? It is true that Mr. Lister’s recent
prelections on carbolic acid have given our medical school
Ha name;’-whether olive-branches and laurels have been
placed thereby on the chair and memory of John Burns, it
is not for me to say.

These, then, are my humble views on this subject, too ex-
tended, no doubt; but as I shall not trouble you again
unless they are assailed to more purpose, I hope you will
pardon the amount of valuable space occupied.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
DONALD CAMPBELL BLACK.

Glasgow, September 27th, 1869.

ABORTION - MONGERS.

ROBERT BARNES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In your observations upon the sentence condemn-
ing Timson for procuring abortion, you very justly con-
clude that this person had no right to any professional title;
and you say, 11 It would be satisfactory were officers of justice I
to take the trouble to refer to the authorised Medical

Register before accepting the claim of every ignorant
quack to the honourable titles of the profession."
As I was present during the trial, at the request of the

Chief Commissioner of Police, by whom the prosecution
was instituted, in order to give evidence as to the intent
and effect of the means used by the prisoner, I am able to
state that it was perfectly known that Timson had no claim
to any professional title. He was described on the Calendar
as a 

" labourer." The solicitors, Messrs. Ellis and Ellis, who
instructed the counsel for the prosecution, urged a refer-
ence to the Register to show that the prisoner’s name was
not there. An authenticated copy of the Register was pro-
vided for that purpose; but the counsel, Mr. Cooper, who, I
believe, is animated by sincere regard for the honour of
the medical profession, declined to enter upon this point.
He saw that his verdict was safe; and knowing that in law
it made no difference whether the perpetrator of the crime
alleged were a qualified man or not, he, with true forensic
tact, preferred to stand where he was, and not to risk rais-
ing any fresh point.
Having been frequently called on to consider this ques-

tion of criminal abortion, perhaps you will afford me this
opportunity of urging an important rule in practice upon
the attention of the medical profession. The young woman
who was the subject of the crime in this instance-as is
most commonly the case-went to the house of the abortion-
monger, who then and there passed some instrument into
the uterus. Now the rule I insist upon is calculated to
place this conduct in the widest possible contrast to the
practice of the profession. I presume no medical man,
even in the case of the clearest necessity for interrupt-
ing pregnancy, would perform the operation at his own
house. Apart from every other reason, he would not sub-
ject his patient to the obvious dangers attending such a
course; and a woman who can walk out of doors cannot be
in such urgent case as to require the operation on the spot.
It is, therefore, prim&acirc; facie evidence of ignorance or of
crime to perform the operation for the induction of labour
under the circumstances proved in the case of Timson. But
this would become more clear if it were laid down as an
imperative rule, universally and religiously observed by the
medical profession, never to perform the operation for the in-
duction of lab01tr except after consultation. This rule received

the sanction of Denman and his contemporaries, at the
time when the operation was first promulgated. The strict
observance of it by us would strike with authoritative con-
demnation the conduct of those who seek to cover flagitious
deeds under the pretext of performing a medical duty.

I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.

Grosvenor-street, Grosvenor-square, Oct. 4th, 1869.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I feel sure that I cannot have been the only one of
Mr. Paget’s friends and admirers present at our annual
dinner who regretted to hear his eloquence engaged on the
relations between the staff of the hospital and its executive
body, and the activity with which they have applied them-
selves to the improvement of the out-patient practice. As

you have once already given my plain English a place in
your journal, I venture to offer you a few facts bearing on
this question.
A long time ago, I believe some six or eight months back,

a council consisting of senior members of the staff, and
having no official connexion with the Medical School, pre-
sented to the Treasurer a scheme for the improvement of
the out-patient practice. I am informed, on good authority,
that on the 26th July last that gentleman admitted to a de-
putation, who were endeavouring to settle his difference
with the house-surgeons and dressers, that he had not given
this document his consideration, or even read it through.
Three or four days after the senior members of the staff
dispersed for the vacation, and they have only returned to
town within about as many days.
These facts speak for themselves, and afford an instance

of passiveness on the one hand, and obstructiveness on the
other, that are a marvel and a sorrow to me.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
FAIR PLAY.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

EXPERIMENTS WITH CHLORAL.

, 
M. DEMARQUAY, whose recent experiments on chloral I

mentioned in my last letter but one, has continued his re-
searches, and last week he informed the Academy of Sciences
of the novel results he has obtained. He has been trying
chloral, administered internally, in combination with syrup
of balsam of tolu. The compound was administered to
twenty patients in doses varying from one to five grammes
of chloral. M. Demarquay summed up his communication
as follows :-

1. Chloral has a well-marked hypnotic action, especially
in weak and debilitated patients.

2. The duration of its action is in direct proportion with
the feebleness of the patients.

3. The sleep which it brings on is generally calm, and is
accompanied by restlessness only when the patients are
suffering from intense pain. This induces one to employ it
in diseases where it is desired especially to induce sleep
and muscular resolution.

4. Lastly, this remedy may be employed in high doses,
since no ill effects result from it when administered in doses
of from one to five grammes.

SCIENTIFIC ASCENT OF MONT BLANC.

Dr. Lortat, of Lyons, has just made known the results
of two ascents of Mont Blanc, which he had performed
on the 17th and 27th of August last. He had provided

himself with the necessary instruments for studying the
physiological phenomena which are observed on moun-
tain heights, and, amongst others, had taken with him

. several special thermometers, Bergeon and Kastus’s opno-
graph, Marey’s sphygmograph, &c. Thus he has been able


